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CHAPTER ONE

The Interview

You can learn q lot
about someone by

asking questions.

How can you learn about other people?
You can do an interview. You might discover
something new about someone you already
know!

An interview is a meeting. One person asks
another person questions. The answers can be




written up for other people to read. How do
you write an interview? First, you choose
someone to interview. Then you follow these
basic steps:

1. Decide what you already know.

2. Decide what you want to know.

3. Interview the person.

4. Use your notes to write up the interview.

For your first interview, pick someone you
know. Maybe there is a classmate you would
like to know better. In this book, we'll create an
example interview with a new student.

Here's what you'll need to complete the
activities in this book:
e Notebook

e Pen

e Ruler -
e Recorder \

\




CHAPTER TWO

Do Your Researchl!

Do some research before the interview. The
student in our example is from Toronto,
Canada. Learn about that city first. What you
learn may give you ideas for good questions.

. ot S.‘raro'f your research by
finding Toronto on a map.




As you prepare, use a chart to keep track of
what you already know. This may lead you to
more questions. Let’s say you know that the
new student plays soccer. Does he play other
sports? You know he likes animals. Does he
have pets?




INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Use your ruler to draw a line down the center of
a page in your notebook. You should now have two
long boxes.

2. Write "What I Know:" at the top of the box on
the left.

3. In this space, write facts you know about the
person you will interview. Write what you learned
from any research here, too.

4. Write "What I Want to Know:" at the top of the
box on the right.

5. Think of what you want to learn from the
interview. Write these things in this box.




WHAT 1 WANT TO KNOWy-

* His name is Dominic.

If he has pets
* He likes animals. What he liked to dp
* He s on the soccer

in Toronto
team, * Did he play hocKey in
* Heis from Toronto, Toronto?

Canada What he Misses aboyt

* Hockey is g popular ving there

Sport in Cangdg




CHAPTER THREE

Whrite Great
Questions

.Wriﬁng good questions js an
'mportant part of getting
ready to interviey Someone

Think of questions you will ask during the
interview. Start with questions that have a yes
or no answer. They are easier to answer. For
example, you can ask, “Do you like to play
soccer?” The person will answer “yes” or “no.”



You will also want to ask questions that will
give you more . For example, the
question “Why is soccer your favorite sport?”
lets the person give an opinion. The person
may share his reasons for liking soccer.

It is important to have a list of questions
ready before the interview. Pay attention to the
speaker’s answers. They can help you think of
even more questions fo ask.




INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Look over the chart you made earlier. Your notes
will help you think of questions fo ask.

2. Write the questions on another sheet in your
notebook.

3. Be sure to leave space under each question for
the person's answers.




QUESTIONS:

@: When dig YOU Move here?

A:
Q: T learneq that hockey |s Popular in Canadq,
Do you play?
A:
Q: What diqg you like to do in Toronto?
A:

©: What dp You m;

Ss about Toronto?
A:
Q: Do you have any Pets? It so, what Kind?
A:

Q: Would you

like to Sdy anything el
A:

se?




CHAPTER FOUR

Be a Good
Listener

Now it is time for the interview! It is a good
idea to use a recorder during the interview.
You can play the interview back later. It will
help you remember details. Ask the
interviewee for permission before recording

the interview.




Conducting the Interview

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Turn on the recorder if you are using one. Don't
forget to turn it off after the interview.

2. Ask the questions on your list. Give the speaker
time to answer each one.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 16)




(CONDUCTING THE INTERVIEW CONTINUED)

3. Listen carefully. Take notes on what you want
to remember about each answer. Your notes do
not have to be full sentences, but they should be
clear. Are you planning on using a person's exact
words in part of your report? Be sure to write
down those words exactly as they were spoken.

4. Look at the speaker
as you take notes.

5. After the interview,
thank the person for
taking the time to talk
with you.




QUESTIONS:

@: When dig YOU Move here?
A 3 months dago

Q: T learneq that hockey s Popular in Canaqq,
Do you play?

A Yes—one of My favorite sports

Q: What dig you like to do in Toronto? This answer could Id
A: Going to 700 —

You to ask, "What is
your favorite animal?"

Q: What do YOU Miss abouyt Toronto? I :
A My triends i’

L3

Q: Do you haye any pets? If so, what Kind? [
A Yes—cat nameqd Chip b || &

2k’
| Q: Would you like to Sdy anything else? Si*
b |
b |

A Like it here. Wil visit Toronto this sUummer

L




CHAPTER FIVE

Make Choices

Read your notes. Decide what to write in the
interview. You don’t have to use everything
from your notes. Stick with the most interesting
points.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Choose the information you want to use from your
notes. Put this information into paragraphs.

2. Write the interview on another page in your
notebook. Imagine you are writing the interview
for your classmates to read.

3. Begin by giving the person's name.

4. Write a new paragraph for each topic.




Dominjc plays soccer It is one o

f his favorjte
Sports. He qglsg likes p/ay{ng hockey,

iKed visiting the zoo
SUPprising because he |
named Chip,

in Toronto, That's not
oves animg|

s. He has ¢ cat

Dominic

likes it here byt he misses his friends
in Toronto,

Sdy hi when ¥oU see Dominic in the halls. Let's

all make him feel welcomel



CHAPTER FIVE

Final Touches

Make your interview report more interesting by
adding quotes. When you quote someone, you
must write exactly what the speaker said. Put
quotation marks around the person’s exact words.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Read your interview report.

2. Replay the interview if you used a recorder. Listen
for interesting quotes. Make sure you use the
person's exact words.

3. Add any quotes to your report using quotation
marks.




AN INTERVIEW WITH OAk ELE

MENTARY’
NEWEST STUDENT "

Domin;
MINIC plays soccer It is one o

Sports. He also [jkes playing hockey]e et

iKed visiting the '
SUrbrising because he l . o

ove '
e s S animals, He has a cqt

Sdy hi when You see D
all make him feel wel

Comel

After you finish writing, go over your work.
Make changes until everything is just right. Then
give the person you interviewed a copy of your
writing. Who will you interview next?




Glossary

information (infur-MAY-shuhn) knowledge and facts

interview (IN-tur-vyoo) a meeting during which a person is asked
questions about herself or a subject

interviewee (inturvyoo-EE) a person who is being asked questions
about herself or a subject

opinion (uh-PIN-yuhn) a person’s beliefs and ideas about somebody
or something

paragraphs (PAIR-uh-grafss) groups of sentences about certain ideas
or subjects

quotes (KWOHTSS) someone’s exact words that are copied
somewhere, such as in a piece of writing

recorder (rih-KOR-dur) a machine that copies sounds so they can be
listened to later

research (REE-surch) careful study of something to learn about it

topic (TOP-ik) the subject of a piece of writing
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