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EXPERIENCE WelcometoFrance

() Rusticalfrescodining
inAuvergne.

(2) Wandering the streets
of Paris.

(3) The glorious Chateaude
Sully-sur-Loire.

(4) Relaxing canalsidein
colourful Colmar

WELCOME TO

-RANCE

Fairy-tale chateaux and inspiring landscapes.
Superb cuisine and outstanding wines. World-
renowned art museums and stunning prehistoric
monuments. France provides it all, with a dash of
that characteristic je ne sais quoi. Whatever your
dream trip to France includes, this DK Eyewitness
Travel Guide is the perfect companion.




Few countries capture the imagination like
France. Synonymous with romance, fine dining
and inimitable style, this huge country also
boasts spectacular landscapes: the wave-lashed
cliffs of Brittany, the deep gorges of the Massif
Central, the lavender fields of Provence, sun-
kissed Mediterranean beaches and lofty Alpine
peaks. These glorious landscapes have been
immortalized in iconic artworks found in the
country’s world-famous museums and galleries.
The cities and villages, too, are not to be
missed. Lyon is one of the world’s hottest
foodie scenes. Paris has some of the best art
galleries the country has to offer. To the east,
the colourful village of Riquewihr was immor-
talized in Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. In the
west, wine festivals attract visitors to vibrant
Bordeaux, while Nice dazzles in the south.

France’s long and thrilling history is evident
across the country in prehistoric monuments,
Roman ruins, magnificent castles and chéat-
eaux, and awe-inspiring abbeys, cathedrals and
churches. Yet, not content to rest on its historic
laurels, France continues to innovate and
inspire. There is a festival for every occasion,
ready to showcase the best France has to offer.
With so many different experiences and
regions on offer, France can seem overwhelming.
We've broken the country down into easily
navigable chapters, with detailed itineraries,
expert local knowledge and colourful, com-
prehensive maps to help you plan the perfect
visit. However long you plan to stay, this
Eyewitness guide will ensure that you see the
very best that la belle France has to offer.
Bienvenu! Enjoy the book, and enjoy France.




REASONS TO LOVE

-RANCE

Its cuisine is delightful. It's steeped in culture. Its history pops up round
every corner. Ask anyone from France and you'll hear a different reason why
they love their country. Here, we pick a few of our favourites.

Oh, that indefinable,
indescribable, irresistible...
What do you call it? France is
filled with intangible pleasures
and sybaritic moments that are
impossible to pin down.

DISCOVER ReasonstoLoveFrance

MONT BLANC 2

At 4,800 m (15,770 ft), Mont
Blanc is France's highest, most
dangerous mountain, and a
magnet for mountaineers,
skiers and anyone who
enjoys winter sports.

\3 FRENCH HISTORY
The French countryside is
littered with the debris of

its extraordinary past, from
battlefields and cathedrals to
prehistoric cave paintings and
ancient amphitheatres.
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CHATEAU DE
CHAMBORD
Built to wow the world,
France's opulent chateaux and
gardens are the stuff of fairy
tales, none more so than the
beguilingly lavish Chateau
de Chambord (p294).

FRENCH CUISINE
The timeless rituals of French
cuisine are unrivalled - dining
in arestaurant is an immersive
experience, where service is an
art and every dish is perfectly
paired with its ideal wine.

MEANDERING

AROUND MARKETS
Rain or shine, the markets of
France spring to life each day.
Bustling farmer's markets
fill village squares, while
vintage treasures await to
be uncovered in flea markets.
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LAVENDER FIELDS 7

Come summer, the rolling fields
of Provence (p490) transform
into a bee-buzzing purple haze
of blossoming lavender, the
"blue gold” that makes its way
into soaps, honey and sorbets.

9 CITY OF LIGHT
Millions of lights set Paris aglow
after dark, but that's not all that
makes it dazzle. Monumental

landmarks and glorious galleries
compliment laid-back boule-

vards and cosy café-terrasses.

From tiny specialist galleries to
the incomparable Musée du
Louvre (pI106), France is home
to some of the best art in the
world. It's easy to lose hours
admiring your favourites.




THE COTE D'AZUR 1 0

The spectacular landscapes and
clear, soft light of the south
coast have inspired a myriad of
artists. Its pretty hill villages
and harbours remain hotbeds
of glamour and creativity.

WINE TASTING IN 11
BORDEAUX
Bordeaux is a wine-lover's
paradise. The vineyards
surrounding the city (p400)
are the perfect place to meet
master winemakers and learn
what makes a noble vintage.

PATISSERIES AND 1 2
BOULANGERIES

The tempting scent of freshly

baked croissants and baguettes

wafting up the street is quin-

tessential to French living - -

and so is nibbling at your treats . - -
as soon as you leave the shop. —~




EXPLORE
-RANCE

This guide divides France into 17 colour- Cherbourg
coded sightseeing areas, as shown on this ) Le Havre
map. Find out more about each area on the
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following pages. &)
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GETTING TO KNOW

-RANCE

Ah, la belle France! The world-famous food and wine is as rich and varied
as the country’s glorious landscapes, which range from alpine peaks to
Mediterranean beaches. Each region has its own robust history and a lively,
unique culture that entices many visitors to return again and again.

PAGE 70

PARIS

A patchwork of neighbourhoods, Paris is known for
its utterly irresistible charm. The historic heart of the
City of Lights lies on the banks of the Seine, where its
medieval core, the Ile de la Cité, still pulses with life.
Further westwards, the cafés and bohemian bars of
the Left Bank and world-class art galleries of Tuileries
rub shoulders with iconic landmarks such as the Eiffel
Tower and Arc du Triumphe. Beyond the centre, hilly
Montmartre is a fashionable destination for diners
and boutique shoppers, while leafy Cimetiére du Pere
Lachaise is an oasis of calm.

.

Best for
Culture, fashion, nightlife,
literature, romance

Home to

Musée du Louvre, Notre-Dame,
Centre Pompidou, Ste-Chapelle,
Arc de Triomphe, Eiffel Tower,
Sacré-Coeur, Cimetiere du Pére
Lachaise, Musée d'Orsay

Experience
Ambling across the Pont
des Arts at sunset



PAGE 166

ILE-DE-FRANCE

Spreading out from Paris and its densely packed
suburbs, the Tle-de-France is a peaceful region of
tranquil towns, forests and fields which once inspired
artists like Corot and Cézanne. Royals and aristocrats
came here to escape the city hubbub, and it’s still
home to fairy-tale chateaux, such as Versailles and
Fontainebleau. You'll find more princesses — including
Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty - at Disneyland®,

Europe’s most popular theme park.

PAGE 184

Bestfor
Chateaux, churches and abbeys

Hometo

The Palace and Garden

of Versailles, Disneyland®,
Chateau de Fontainebleau

Experience

Strolling through the
breathtaking ornamental
gardens at Fontainebleau

LE NORD
AND PICARDY

Gabled houses and delicious beer bear
testament to the Flemish influence on
northern France. It's a region of contrasts,
with cool, urban Lille, full of independent
boutiques and superb modern art
museums, nestled against the belle
époque seaside resorts such as fashion-
able Le Touquet, with their bathing huts
and pretty villas. Calais remains France’s
most bustling sea port, while further
south, superb Gothic cathedrals soar
skywards in Amiens and Beauvais.
Across the Somme Valley rise haunting
memorials to the World Wars.

Best for
Beer, Gothic cathedrals,
glamorous seaside towns

Hometo
Amiens Cathedral

Experience
Touring the World War
battlefields

17
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CHAMPAGNE

Everyone knows what the Champagne region is famous
for. Its eponymous — and delectable - sparkling wine
conjures images of celebration around the world. Pop
a cork or two in Epernay, Chalons-en-Champagne and
Reims, known as the “sacred triangle” of Champagne.
Reims also has one of the finest Gothic cathedrals in
all France. Champagne’s rolling hills are covered with
snaking vines, historic towns, and serene lakes and
rivers that invite leisurely exploration. To the east,

the mysterious, ancient forests, valleys and ravines

of the Ardennes beckon.

Best for
Champagne, historic towns

Home to
Reims Cathedral

Experience

Sipping champagne after
aday hiking trails in the
Ardennes forest

PAGE 216

Best for
Wine cellars, medieval villages,
unspoiled countryside

Hometo
Strasbourg

Experience
Sampling local vintages at a
buzzing wine harvest festival

ALSACE AND
LORRAINE

Nudged up against the German border,
Alsace and Lorraine straddle French and
German culture and cuisine. Strasbourg,
elegant and cosmopolitan, is its biggest
city, but much of the region is dotted
with medieval villages set amid verdant
hills. Alsace is famous for its wines, best
tried in a cosy winstub (wine cellar), but
also produces more than half of the beer
made in France. Neighbouring Lorraine
feels more traditionally French, and is
sleepier but just as enticing. It’s historic
capital, Metz, is known as the Green City,
because of its expansive green spaces.




NORMANDY

Normandy conjures up a bucolic idyll,
with its gentle hills, villages full of half-
timbered houses and apple orchards.
Monet painted his famous Water Lilies
series in the garden at Giverny, still one
of the most alluring attractions in the
region. Off its dramatic coastline rises
the ethereal island of Mont-St-Michel, an
ancient fortification accessed by a tidal
causeway. Bicycle is the best way to
explore the picture-postcard harbour
towns and seaside resorts that line the
pretty Cote Fleurie, where the menus
are filled with delicious local treats like
Camembert and calvados.

PAGE 232

Best for
Cider and cheese, half-timbered
houses, sweeping beaches

Hometo
Mont-St-Michel, Caen, Rouen

Experience
Strolling through Monet's
garden at Giverny

BRITTANY Bestfor

© Stunning coastline and

& Wild and beautiful, Brittany’s wave-whipped cliffs jut islands, Celtic culture,

&  into the Atlantic, while wolves still roam its remote pri- prehistoric megaliths

X meval forests. In this untamed region, Brittany’s ancient Hometo
Celtic heritage is celebrated in song, in the Breton lan- St-Malo, Céte de Granit Rose
guage and, of course, in regional specialities from crépes Experience
to cider. Head to the perfectly preserved harbour towns Exploring the towering cliffs
of St-Malo and Roscoff to uncover Brittany’s long sea- and wild beaches of the
faring tradition and tasty fish dishes. Inland, the capital, Céte de Granit Rose

Rennes, boasts a beautifully maintained medieval centre,
while the prehistoric megaliths of Carnac and the Golfe
du Morbihan lure visitors to discover their secrets.

19
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PAGE 286

THE LOIRE VALLEY

Glorious chateaux straight from a fairy tale are
scattered across the lush, green Loire Valley. Long the
playground of French aristocracy, 42 of the finest
chateaux have been designated UNESCO World
Heritage Sites. Chambord, constructed for Francois |
to designs by Leonardo da Vinci, is the most famous,
but Azay-le-Rideau is perhaps the most romantic.
For many, the gorgeous gardens will be just as

much of a draw. Beyond the chateaux, beautifully
preserved historic towns and villages produce the
region’s celebrated wines.

Best for
Wine, chateaux, gardens

Hometo

Tours, Chateau de Chenonceau,
Chdteau de Chambord,
Chartres Cathedral

Experience
A night visit to the illuminated
gardens of the lovely Chateau
de Chenonceau



BURGUNDY AND' Best for

Superb food and wines,

FRANCH E_Co MTE Romanesque architecture,

gorgeous countryside

All the things that France does best — world-class
wines, delicious food, dreamy countryside and
exquisite historic towns - are found in Burgundy and
Franche-Comté. Magnificent towns, such as Beaune .
and Dijon, and the remarkable Romanesque archi- Experience

tecture at Vézelay, Fontenay and Cluny attest to Swimming in natural pools and
Burgundy'’s historic importance. Franche-Comté waterfalls in Franche-Comté
provides a sleepy contrast, with forests, waterfalls

and alpine peaks that offer countless opportunities

for hiking, canoeing and other outdoor sports.

Hometo
Abbaye de Fontenay, Basilique
Ste-Madeleine, Dijon

PAGE 312

THE MASSIF
CENTRAL

The Massif Central is the huge central
plateau in the heart of France, surpris-
ingly little visited. This beautiful region
rewards adventurous travellers with
medieval castles, Romanesque churches
and volcanic landscapes. Explore some
of France’s most secret corners, like the
untouched Auvergne, or the wild uplands
of the Cévennes. It's a stunning hiking
destination, with ancient pilgrim paths
and one of France’s deepest gorges.

PAGE 338

Best for
Outdoor activities, remote and dramatic
landscapes, hearty regional food and wine

Hometo
Le Puy-en-Velay, Abbaye de Ste-Foy,
gorges du Tarn

Experience
Hiking down into the gorges du Tarn

21
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PAGE 360

THE RHONE VALLEY
AND FRENCH ALPS

The mighty River Rhone makes its majestic descent
from the snowcapped peaks of the Alps through the
fertile plains and farmland of eastern France. Long a
vital artery between north and south, all along its banks,
you'll find the vineyards of the renowned Beaujolais
and Cotes du Rhone, and the ravishing, art-filled city of

Lyon, which is France’s undisputed gastronomic capital.

Chic resorts in the French Alps offer a dazzling array of
winter sports, or you could take the waters in one of
the charming historic spa towns.

PAGE 392

POITOU AND
AQUITAINE

Sublime beaches, the world’s finest
brandy, pilgrim paths and timeless
villages are all found in this beautiful
region. Dramatic cliffs, islands and vast
sandy beaches dot the magnificent
Atlantic coastline, a paradise for sailors
and watersports’ enthusiasts. Bordeaux,
home to world-renowned wine chateaus,
has a pulsing restaurant scene. Inland is
a different story, with medieval villages
and forests providing a tranquil escape.

Best for
Glorious beaches, world-class wine,
lush countryside, traditional villages

Hometo
Poitiers, Bordeaux

Experience
Touring the celebrated wine
chdteaux of Bordeaux

Best for

Outstanding food and wine,
unspoiled landscapes, historic
spa towns, winter sports

Hometo
Lyon, Grenoble

Experience

The local flavours and foodie
flights of fantasy of Lyon’s
thriving restaurant scene




PAGE 416

THE DORDOGNE

These verdant valleys have been inhabited for tens of
thousands of years, as the many prehistoric cave sites
attest. The hunting scenes painted some 20,000 years
ago at Lascaux seem to leap from the walls, while the
“Venuses”, prehistoric statutes of women, have been
found in caves all around Les Eyzies. The Dordogne
river makes its sinuous progress through gorges and
farmland, overlooked by ancient towns like lofty
Rocamadour, which have barely changed in centuries.
Earthy local specialities such as magret de canard are
delicious paired with the robust wines from Cahors.

Best for

Regional cuisine, beautiful
valleys and rivers, superb

prehistoric cave paintings

Hometo
Sarlat, Rocamadour, Abbaye
du St-Pierre, Toulouse

Experience
Spelunking to discover
extraordinary prehistoric art

23
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PAGE 468

THE PYRENEES

Stretching all the way from the Atlantic
to the Mediterranean, the Pyrenees
present a formidable natural border
between France and Spain. The craggy
peaks and snaking valleys are home to
rare flora and fauna, and fantastic hik-
ing trails where walkers can try to spot
these rarities. Castles and fortresses
such as those of Foix and Montségur
are reminders of the region’s strategic
importance and centuries of siege. The
Basques, the most ancient inhabitants
of these mountains, display their
unique language and culture in towns
like Bayonne and St-Jean-de Luz.

PAGE 448

Best for

Mountain scenery, wildlife, historic
citadels, regional food and wine
Hometo

Parc National des Pyrénées
Experience

Soaking up the Basque culture
and food in Bayonne

‘...»»Zn\k e

LANGUEDOC AND Best for

Arty beach towns, Cathar

ROUSSI LLON castles, Roman ruins

Sun-kissed Languedoc and Roussillon boasts miles Hometo o

of heavenly sandy beaches along the Mediterranean Carcassonne, Montpellier, Nimes
coast, while fields of sunflowers and vineyards stretch Experience

over inland hills. There are plenty of enticing sights to Climbing the craggy peaks and
explore. Pocket-sized Montpellier is one of the most into deep-forested valleys of

seductive little cities in France, while the perfectly stunning Cathar country

preserved citadel of Carcassonne and a string of
vertiginous Cathar castles vie with remarkable Roman
monuments - including the astonishing Pont du Gard.



PAGE 490

PROVENCE AND
THE COTE D’AZUR

Provence conjures up images of endless lavender fields
and villages of honey-coloured stone. Ancient cities such
as Orange and Avignon burst with Roman monuments
and medieval palaces. Along the Mediterranean coast,
the bite-shaped coves of white sand beaches and
turquoise-coloured sea are synonymous with glamour,
and chic resorts like Cannes and St-Tropez are a mag-
net for celebrities and the ultra-rich. The intense light

Best for

Glamorous resorts, beautiful
beaches, art museums,
Mediterranean landscapes

Hometo

Arles, the Carmargue,
St-Paul-de-Vence, Nice,
Monaco, Palais des Papes

Experience
Horse riding and flamingo-
spotting in the Camargue

has drawn artists for centuries, and their legacy lives on
in magnificent art museums in Nice and elsewhere.

PAGE 532

CORSICA

Corsica feels like nowhere else in France.

It's a wild, beautiful island, bisected
north to south by a dramatic mountain
chain, with forests giving way to vine-
yards and citrus groves on the lower
slopes. The beaches are breathtaking,
whether you want secret coves tucked
into cliffs or endless golden sands.
Ajaccio and Bastia are lively harbour
towns, while Bonifacio is in a sublime
setting on the island’s southern tip.

Best for

Stunning beaches, outdoor
sports and activities

Hometo

Bonifacio

Experience

Aboat trip to the remote Réserve
Naturelle de Scandola

25
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(1J Notre-Dame cathedral
fromthebridgetolledelaCité.

(2) Thegardensat Versailles.
(3) TheBayeux tapestry.

(4 Inside the glass pyramid
attheLouvre.



France is a treasure trove of things to see and do. Travelling
the length of the country and taking in vibrant cities and
beautiful natural spaces, these itineraries will help you make

the most of your trip.

2 WEEKS

Tour de France

Day 1

Start on the bridge to Tle de la Cité for a
fabulous view of Notre-Dame cathedral
(p86). Nip north a few blocks for lunch at
quirky workers’ canteen Chartier (p111),
then backtrack towards the river to delve
into the Louvre (p106) and see the Mona
Lisa. Come evening, check into the family-
run Hétel Saint-Marcel (p151).

Day 2

To avoid the crowds, get an early start at
Louis XIV's Chateau de Versailles (p170),
the epitome of French royal grandeur.
Wander through the Sun King and
Queen’s bedchambers and the extrav-
agant Hall of Mirrors. Later, stop to eat
at one of the bistros in the grounds, then
take a stroll through the magnificent
gardens to the fountains, the Trianon
palaces and Marie Antoinette’s village.

Day 3

Set out early to Bayeux (p251), and the
stunning Bayeux Tapestry. This colossal
piece portrays William the Conqueror’s
invasion of England in 1066. Bayeux is
home to the Bayeux War Cemetery, the
largest Commonwealth cemetery of
World War Il'in France. At the end of the
day fall into bed at the aptly named
L'Hotel Churchill (p255).

Day 4

Carry on from Bayeux to Mont-St-Michel

(p240), a monument to medieval ambition.

Soaring up out of the sea, the car-free
island dominates the horizon. Climb the
steep hilly streets to visit the abbey; later,
walk along the ramparts, and watch the
ebb and flow of the galloping tides.

Carry on to overnight at St-Malo (p268).
Wend through the narrow streets to La
Chalut (p285) for the freshest seafood,
then watch the sun set over the sea.

Day 5

Arrive in riverside Tours (p290) by mid-
morning, to check into Hotel de Biencourt
(p290), then continue straight on to the
serene Chateau de Chambord (p294) to
see its fairy-tale-esque towers reflected in
the languid waters of Le Cosson. Choose
from one of its tea rooms, and tuck into
tarte tatin, a Loire specialty, then spend a
few hours touring the chateau and its
marvellous gardens. Back in Tours, as
dusk falls, roam this walkable city on foot,
past the soaring Cathédrale St-Gatien
(p291), and into the atmospheric old
quarter, around place Plumereau (p290).

Day 6

Journey north east to the Chateau de
Chenonceau (p292), often described as
the “ladies’ chateau” due to the number
of aristocratic women who have put their
mark on the building. On the way back to
Tours, stop in Amboise (p304) to visit Le
Clos Lucé, where Leonardo da Vinci spent
the last three years of his life, and the
compelling Chateau Royal dAmboise,
which dominates the town centre.

Day 7

Arrive in Poitiers (p398) for morning
coffee and a moment of stillness at the
Notre-Dame-la-Grande (p398). Then spend
the day driving through countryside and
vineyards, stopping to buy fruit at road-
side stalls and dip into tiny villages,
before ending up at Toulouse.

>
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Day 8

The university and aerospace metropolis
of Toulouse (p430) has a charming old
town and historic buildings, such as
Basilique St-Sernin (p431), France’s largest
Romanesque church, and Les Jacobins
(p430), famed for its 22-ribbed palm-tree
vault. It takes a bit over an hour to drive
to Carcassonne (p472), a carefully restored
medieval city with concentric walls and
winding alleys. Explore the Chateau
Comtal and walk atop the ramparts, then
enjoy a traditional Occitan dinner at
family-run restaurant La Marquiere (p473).

Day 9

Set off for Nimes (p476) to experience
some of France’s most impressive Roman
monuments. Drop by the Maison Carrée
(p477), an elegant Roman temple, and
Les Arénes (p477), an amphitheatre with
seating for 24,000; both are extraordin-
arily well-preserved. After picking up edi-
bles at Les Halles (the food market), have
a picnic at Les Jardins de la Fontaine (p476).
Have dinner on or around the lively place
du Marché, then drive to Marseille for
dinner at tiny Café des Epices (p523).

Day 10

Discover the fascinating cross-cultural
currents of the Mediterranean basin at
Marseille’s Mediterranean culture museum,
MuCEM, then walk around the adjacent
Villa Méditerranée, spectacularly canti-
levered. Follow the scenic D559 via
Calanques National Park, its jagged inlets
accessible only by sea, to the vibrant town
of Cassis (p518) and tuck into inspired
seafood dishes at Angelina (p523).

Day 11

Take an ambling route along the coast to
Nice (p506), capital of the Cote d'’Azur.
Check out the artists’ impressions of the
interplay between light and colour at the
Musée Matisse (p507) and the Musée
National Marc Chagall (p506). Watch the
sun set above the bay from the elegant,
seafront promenade des Anglais, then
dine at Paper Plane (14 rue Gubernatis).

Day 12

Avignon (p511), three hours northwest of
Nice, is perhaps the archetypal southern
French city, with its golden stone walls,



relaxing squares and warm sunlight, not
to mention the hallowed halls of the
14th-century Palais des Papes (p510). In
the afternoon, carry on up the Rhéne
Valley to the thriving market town of
Valence (p382). Visit the Romanesque
Cathédrale St-Apollinaire and inspiring
Renaissance-era Maison des Tétes,
embellished with the sculpted heads

of ancient Greeks. End the day with
dinner at innovative restaurant Tétedoie
(p371) in Lyon (p370), France's sophis-
ticated second city. Fall asleep at Le Royal
(www.lyonhotel-leroyal.com), a 19th-
century boutique hotel which hosted the
Beatles and Sophia Lauren in its day.

Day 13

Awake with perfectly prepped barista
coffee at La Boite a Café (3 rue Abbé
Rozier). Lyon is one of France’s culinary
capitals (p366), with several marvellous
markets and cute little bouchons (bistros)
lining every street. Wander around
medieval and Renaissance Vieux Lyon
(Old Town) and the city-centre Presqu’ile,
a narrow peninsula at the confluence of
the Sadne and Rhone rivers, then duck

(1J Carcassonne’s soaring cathedral. /]\
(2) Thenarrow streets of Nice.
(3) The calm water at Calanques.
(4] ALyonnais bouchon.
(5) Paris's glorious Panthéon.

into Les Halles de Lyon market (102 Cours
Lafayette) to gather everything you might
need for a picnic. Walk east, across Pont
Lafayette, and drop into the Musée de
l'Imprimerie where the history of printing
is documented through fascinating,
millennia-spanning exhibits (p370).

Day 14

Spend the morning wandering the
galleries of Lyon’s marvellous Musée
des Beaux-Arts (p372) — don't miss Paul
Gauguin’s evocative Nave nave Mahana -
meaning “delicious days” in Maori. Later,
savour a leisurely lunch at the late Paul
Bocuse’s acclaimed restaurant LAuberge
du Pont de Collonges (p371). When you've
had your fill, hop on the fast train to
Paris. Arrive at Paris Gare de Lyon in

late afternoon and pass across the Pont
d’Austerlitz into the Latin Quarter and
the soft gloom of the Panthéon (p142).
Head west across the city to finish your
journey at the top of the Eiffel Tower
(p122) at sunset. As the City of Lights
begins to twinkle in the falling dusk,
reminisce over everything you've seen
and done on your tour of France.
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in the Wine Country

Day 1

Start your tour in the centre of Reims

at Cathédrale Notre-Dame (p208), where
30 French kings were crowned over eight
centuries. Swing past the Art Deco Café
du Palais (p215) for a coffee and pastry
under its inspiring stained-glass ceiling,
then drive south through Montagne de
Reims Natural Regional Park to Epernay
(p210), self-proclaimed capital of fizz.
Pop into La Cave a Champagne (p215)
for simple Champenoise dishes and
locally produced champagnes.

Day 2

After a quick breakfast, get on the road
for Troyes. Stop for a petit pause at Chez
Gus (29 rue Molé) and a wander through
the city’s quaint half-timbered centre.

By the late morning, you will have arrived
in the lovely hilltop village of Vézelay
(p318). Check into SY La Terrasse hotel
(www.vezelay-laterrasse.com) and ask for a
room overlooking the imposing Basilique
Ste-Madeleine. Come evening, head back
to the hotel’s restaurant for a home-
cooked dinner made with local produce.

Day 3

Pick up a croissant from a boulangerie,
then drive an hour west through Auxerre
(p322), which bears the scars of 20th-
century wars. Continue west to Orléans
(p308), the city Joan of Arc was famous for
liberating. In the old quarter, head to Les
Becs a Vin (www.becsavins.com) to enjoy a
dinner of rillons (slow-cooked pork belly)
with a glass of expertly paired wine. A
15-minute walk past the statue of Joan of
Arc in place du Martroi takes you to Hotel
de l'Abeille (p305) and bed.

Day 4

Fuel up on pastries and freshly squeezed
orange juice in the hotel’s art-filled dining
room, then drive 45 minutes southwest to
the magnificent Chateau de Chambord
(p294) for a glimpse of castle life (be sure
to walk up the magnificent double-helix
staircase to the roof). Enjoy lunch at a
café overlooking the village square a
short walk from the chéteau, then clear
the cobwebs with a walk through the
grounds. Stay on the estate overnight in

a self-catering gites (www.chambord.org).



Day 5

Take one last walk around the chateau’s
lovely estate, then follow the curve of the
Loire river to the attractive riverside town
of Amboise (p304), where the gorgeous
Chateau Royal dAmboise has a bloody
history and panoramic views. On Sunday
morning, Amboise hosts an unmissable
200-stall food market along the river.
Come evening, take a noctural ramble
through the vineyards of nearby Chateau
de Chenonceau (p292). Return to Amboise
for a well-deserved rest.

Day 6

Enjoy a relaxing morning at Amboise’s

Le Clos Lucé, Leonardo da Vinci’s home
during the last three years of his life;

its lovely gardens display models of

the great Italian’s many extraordinary
inventions. Spend the afternoon brushing
up on tasting notes at the wine cellar
Cave Duhard (www.caves-duhard.fr); set in
a troglodyte cave, there are bottles from
as far back as 1874. Put everything you've
learned to the test over a delicious meal at
Restaurant le 36 (36 Quai Charles Guinot).

[ Averdant vineyard. T

(2) The old walls of Vézelay.

(3) Themagnificent Chateaude
Chambord onLe Cosson canal.

(4) Amboise’sbustling central square.

(5) Thegardenat
Chateaude Villandry.

Day 7

Indulge in a sweet breakfast of puits
d'amour (flaky pastry filled with custard
cream and rum) at Patisserie Bigot (2 Rue
nationale), and then drive downriver to
admire the gardens of Chateau de
Villandry (p302). Continue on towards
Saumer, where Bouvet Ladubay (www.
bouvet-ladubay.fr) offers bicycle tours of
their subterranean wine caves, along with
the chance to sample their wines. Return
to Saumur for a night at the elegant,
riversider Hotel Anne d’Anjou (www.hotel-
anneanjou.com).

Day 8

A leisurely drive through the countryside
is just the way to say farewell to wine
country. Stop off to admire vineyards
along the way to the dynamic university
city of Nantes (p299), one-time capital of
Brittany. There, spend the morning at the
Chateau des Ducs de Bretagne, which
chronicles the city’s rich history. Linger
over dinner at the storied restaurant La
Cigale (www.lacigale.com) where the meal
is elevated to a masterpiece.
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Coast to coast

Day 1

Arrive in Marseille (p528) and get to know
the city on foot before dipping into the
Musée des Civilisations de I'Europe et de
la Méditerranée. Stroll around the
adjacent villa, then walk to quai du Port
and board a boat out to the Chateau d'If.
Spend a few hours exploring the prison
island made famous by Alexander Dumas’
The Count of Monte Cristo (1844). For
dinner, return to the mainland and
sample the seafaring city’s signature dish
at Chez Madie les Galinettes in Vieux Port.

Day 2

Set out early to drive to Nimes (p476),

90 minutes away. Here you'll find France’s
most complete set of Roman monuments;
visit the Maison Carrée, an ancient temple,
and Les Arenes, the city’s amphitheatre.
After picking up a picnic lunch at Les Halles
(the city’s food market), drive to the uni-
versity city of Montpellier (p474). Spend
the afternoon taking in the city centre
sights, then check into Domaine Bar, an
18th-century folie. Mingle with other
guests over dinner around a shared table.

Day 3

Pick up some croissants and local jam for
breakfast, and spend the morning in the
one-time Cathar (Albigensian) stronghold
of Béziers (p482). Next, continue to
Narbonne (p482) to visit Roman sites such
as the 14th-century Gothic cathedral and
cloister. Sample the local favourite, a vin
citronné (white wine with lemon), and
admire the “coral sea” - blush-coloured
salt pans stretching away from the city.
Pull up in Carcassonne (p472) at dusk for
dinner in La Marquiere (p473) and a lavish
night’s rest at Hotel de la Cité (p481).

Day 4

Get out your walking shoes and enjoy the
battlement-wreathed city of Carcassone
on foot. Walk through the forbidding Port
Narbonnaise, the city’s main gate, and
into the winding stone alleys, lined with
very modern eateries and souvenir shops.
Spend a couple of hours admiring the
Chateau Comtal and the Gothic Basilique
St-Nazaire. Arrive in Toulouse (p430) in
time for a treat at Michel Sarran, where
the chef’s tasting menu is exceptional.



Day 5

Toulouse owes much of its modern-day
dynamism to its university and Airbus,
the European aeronautics conglomerate
(advance-booked factory tours are
available), but most visitors come to
explore the city’s centuries-old centre.
Start at Basilique St-Sernin, France’s
largest Romanesque church, then stroll to
the southern French Gothic-style Couvent
des Jacobins. In the afternoon, peruse the
sculptures and paintings of the Musée
des Augustins, in a medieval Augustinian
convent. Have dinner and a nightcap at
bustling Brasserie Flo, a local institution
with a huge menu.

Day 6

Start early and head northwest through
plum orchards - producing the celebrated
pruneaux d’Agen - to the river town of
Agen (p444), just over an hour away. Visit
the Musée Municipal des Beaux-Arts,
whose prize exhibits include paintings

by Goya and the Vénus du Mas, a marble
statue from the 1st century BC. Set out
on a meandering drive towards Bordeaux,

.

() Pont Gard, Nimes. /]\
(2) Medieval Carcassonne.

(3) Marseille's signature
bouillabaisse.

[4) Bordeaux's La Cité du Vin.
(5] Theold city streets of Toulouse.

dipping in and out of picturesque villages.
Stop in Bergerac (p434) to explore the
extraordinary Musée du Tabac, and take a
short detour to the charming village of
St-Emilion (p413). When you arrive in
Bordeaux (p400), dine by candlelight at
Tante Charlotte (p401). It's open late, so
linger for a cocktail or three afterwards.

Day 7

Explore Bordeaux’s 18th-century Grand
Théatre before strolling east to place de

la Bourse. Admire its impressive Classical
buildings reflected in the Mirroir d’Eau
(“water mirror”), then head north along the
quay to CAPC Musée d’Art Contemporain
(p400), a contemporary art museum
housed in a two-century-old warehouse.
Stop for simple, seasonal lunch at Le Café
Madd, in a cobblestoned courtyard next
to Musée des Arts Décoratifs (p401). Later,
take the riverside tram to La Cité du Vin,

a museum dedicated to the “living
heritage” of wine. Celebrate the end of
your journey with dinner at La Brasserie
Bordelaise, where farm-fresh duck and
tasty profiteroles lure locals.
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(1 Riverside mansions, Lyon.

(2) Palais des Papes, Avignon.

(3) Exquisite morsels at
Maison Pic, Vienne.

(4) AChateauneuf-du-Pape
vineyardat sunrise.



4 DAYS

on the Rhone

Day 1

Morning After your coffee and pain au
chocolat, explore Lyon (p370) on foot. Aim
for the old quarter on the west bank of the
Saone, or the grand Renaissance mansions
that line the rue du Boeuf and rue Juiverie.
When you've worked up an appetite, pick
a neighbourhood bouchon (bistro) for a
light lunch.

Afternoon Stroll up Fourviere to visit the
Roman-era Grand Théatre, before
popping into the Musée de la Civilisation
Gallo-Romaine for further insight into
Roman Lugdunum (Lyon). Afterwards,
walk to the Basilique Notre-Dame de
Fourviere for breathtaking views.

Evening Indulge in a gourmet feast at
the late Paul Bocuse’s Auberge du Pont
Collonges (p371). Retaining three Michelin
stars in 2018, this is the temple of gastro-
nomy against which all other great French
restaurants are judged.

Day 2

Morning Set off early for Vienne (p378),
where you'll discover a treasury of Roman
and medieval architecture, including

the Temple d’Auguste et Livie and the
Romanesque-Gothic Cathédrale de
St-Maurice. Reach Valence (30 minutes
south of Vienne) in time for a cheerful
lunch at L'Epicerie.

Afternoon Stroll through Valence’s historic
centre, pausing to take photos at the
Kiosque Peynet. It was the inspiration for
Raymond Peynet’s sweetly romantic image
of two young lovers, Les Amoureux (1942).

Evening Savour an aromatic feast at
Maison Pic, Anne-Sophie Pic’s highly
regarded restaurant. Tastebuds satisfied,
roll upstairs to one of the plush bed-
rooms for the night; ask for a room
overlooking the Mediterranean garden.

Day 3

Morning Travel through the lush slopes
of Cotes du Rhone to Orange (p512), where
you can treat yourself to an ice cream
from Regal Tendance. Then spend an hour
or so marvelling at the Roman Théatre
Antique, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Afternoon Drive on to Chateauneuf-
du-Pape (p513), surrounded by vines
that produce world-renowned vintages.
There’s a superb view of the vineyards
from the ruined Chateau des Papes at the
top of the village. Enjoy a late afternoon
vineyard and wine cellar tour at Chateau
Fortia, thought to be the world’s first
wine-producer, and sample some of their
vintages made from hand-picked grapes.

Evening A 30-minute drive brings you to
Avignon (p511). Dine at La Vielle Fontaine,
where the menu is dazzlingly eclectic,
before spending the night at the
deliciously intimate Au Cceur d’Avignon.

Day 4

Morning Set your alarm for an early start
to beat the crowds to the Palais des Papes
(p510) and drift about the serene halls
with a self-guided audio tour. Afterwards,
stroll to Les Halles, Avignon’s covered
market, for a fabulous seafood lunch at
La Cabane d'Oleron.

Afternoon Cross the river to Villeneuve-
lez-Avignon, a well-kept secret just across
the Rhéne from the tourist hustle of
Avignon itself. Here you can climb the
176 steps to the top of the Tour Philippe
le Bel for an unbeatable view.

Evening Arrive hungry at Naturabsolu,
for fresh, belly-hugging vegan takes

on French classics and more. Spend the
final night of your tour at L'Atelier, a
charming and great-value boutique
hotel that features a leafy courtyard.
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Wander Through
Neighbourhood Markets
Localmarketsareastapleof every
townand village across France,

and a visit to themarketisasocial
occasion - evenmajor citieshave
regular marketsin every neighbour-
hood. There’snowherebetter to
sampleregional specialities, from
pungentbluecheesesin Auvegne and
toothsome canistrelliin Corsica, to the
lavender-studded biscuits, honeysand
liqueurs that make their way onto
Provencal market stalls during summer.

-

Astallsellinglocal
meatsand cheese
in Ajaccio, Corsica

~RANCE FOR

FOODIES

The scent of freshly baked baguettes wafting down cobbled streets; the
cheerful pop of bubbles in a champagne flute; the salty tang of just-caught
oysters: in France, foodie dreams are made. Get ready to discover delicious
regional dishes, mouthwatering markets and cook-it-yourself courses.

Take a Cookery Course \

WORLD INTANGIBLE Learnhow tomakemacaronsin Paris,

HERITAGE try yourhandat haute cuisine or give

Backin 2010, "the traditionalhome cookingagoatalocal

gastronomic meal of farm. Often, coursesincludea visit to

the French(lerepas localmarkets with the chef, who will

gastronomique) was thenshow youhow tousetheingre-

awarded World dientstomakeiconic Frenchdishes,

Intangible Heritage suchasinahands-onclassatLaCuisine

status by UNESCO. inParis (www.lacuisineparis.com).

Thissocial customof

gathering friendsand — \
family over asplendid Afine-dining cookery

coursein Paris

mealto celebrate spe-
cialoccasionsreveals
justhow deeply the
Frenchidentify with
their cuisine. Starting
with the apéritif, this
gastronomic gathering
usually features four
courses, accompanied
withwineand culmin-
ating withliqueurs.
Theritualisasimpor-
tantasthecuisine.



Follow Michelin's
Stars
Great food canbe foundacross
France, but thebest eateries
arethosethatearnthatfate-
fulaccolade: the Michelinstar.
There were 621 awarded
in2018, with thehighest
concentrationbestowed to
restaurantsinParis, though
gastronomic Lyon was not far
behind. Thiscity hasafoodie
heritage thathasgarnered
aninternationalreputation
forexcellence (p366), and the
Michelinjudges agree. From
five-starfeasts todeli-
cately plated master-
pieces,inLyon
yourenever far
fromaMichelin-
starreddelight.

&—
Finedining
- atLAuberge
g duPontde
Collonges
/ inLyon

TOP
FRANCE'S BEST
CHEESES

Maroilles
Thisstinky orange-
skinnedcheeseis
eatenatbreakfast.

Comté
Steepedinalpineair,
thisfruity hardcheese
isidealfor tired hikers.

Epoisses
Anintensesoftcheese
best paired with
Burgundy wine.

Roquefort
Thisiconicblue cheese
ismaturedinthecaves
of the LarzacPlateau.

Camembert
Agloriously mellow
cheese of Normandy.

ADishfor Every Region Adelicious
Everywhere yougoinFrance you'llfind plateof the
distinctivelocal cuisines whichhave devel- Normandy
opedover many centuries.InNormandy, classic moules
fabulously fresh seafood dishes - suchas marinieres

moules marinieres (musselsin white wine
sauce) - are derigueur, whilein theeast,
tarte flambéeis foundinevery tavern.In
the Alps, carbsrule:joinlocalsina warming
pot-au-feu,ahearty stew where themeat,
vegetablesandbrothareserved separately.
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Festivals of Song

Perhapsthebest time of year tosoak up
chansonsis the summer. A host of festivals
spring up across the country, showcasing new
talentand celebrating the songs of the past.
Whatever your tastes, youre more thanlikely

to find something right for you. Throughout
July, join chansonenthusiasts at the Festival

de Montjoux, Pause Guitarein Albi, Francofolies
deLaRochelleand Chansons de ParoleinBarjac.
In August, theplace tobeis Chansonset Mots
d’Amou, a three-day festival of song with sing-
alongs, banter and good humour. Among the
biggestis theannual Festivaldela Chanson
Francaise duPays d'Aix, whereup to 10,000 fans
flock to Aix-en-Provencein early October to hear
the voices of their favourite chanteurs, as well as
up-and-comingartistsin the genre.

Acrowdreaching

for thestageat the
Francofolies de La Rochelle
festivalin 2016

FRANCE FOR

CHANSONS

French chansons - poignant, lyrical, passionate songs - are the country’s
most beloved musical tradition. This distinctive style emerged in the early
20th century to become the soundtrack to French life. From sold-out stadiums
and festivals to tiny cafés, the air is filled with the moving sound of chansons.

Catch Dreamy Gigs
Cafésandbarsareabreeding
ground for chansons,and even
non-Frenchspeakerslove to
hear the voice of a chanteur
or chanteuserise above the
crowd. InParis, Montmartre,
Pigalleand Edith Piaf’s old
haunt Bellevillehave thebest
bars for chansons.Beyond the
City of Lights, melancholy
crooningand artistic cabaret
canbe found everywhere
from Tulle, self-proclaimed
City of the Accordion, to
Narbonne, home of Charles
Trenet, who pennedthe
dreamy ode “Lamer”.

&«—

Belgian-bornsinger-
songwriter Taminoin concert
atCafédelaDanseinParis



A collection of mementos

in the Musée dEdith Piaf in
Paris, and (inset) Jane Birkin
and Serge Gainsbourg

PRESERVING THE
HERITAGE: LEHALL
DELA CHANSON

LeHalldelaChanson,
or “LeHall", preserves
theheritage of France's
most cherished musical
style.Locatedinthe
ParcdelaVillette, itis
anidealspot toseek out
concerts, talks, seminars
and othereventsinits
140-seat auditorium.
Youcanevensingalong
at the weekly Café
Chantanteventheld
inLeHall'snew
cabaretrestaurant.

U8 GREATEST

CHANSONS

“Lamer” (1946)
Charles Trenet

“Lavieenrose”
(1946)
Edith Piaf

“Tousles garcons
etlesfilles” (1962)
Francoise Hardy

“Je t'aime... moi
non plus” (1968)
Serge Gainsbourgand
Jane Birkin

“Les Champs-Elysées”
(1970)
JoeDassin

Discover Origin Stories

InParis, Gainsbourg fans pay homage at his former home (5 bis
ruede Verneuil); theinside hasremained untouched since his
deathin1991, butitremains private and accepts no visitors.
Acrosstheriver, near Cimetiére du Pére Lachaise, Edith Piaf is
rememberedin the intimate Musée Edith Piaf (5rue Crespin du
Gast); fullof mementos, itis opened by appointment only. Further
south, you can followin the footsteps of chanteuse Mireille
Mathieu, whostilllivesin Avignon, whilein the nearby fishing
village of Séte, the streetsarefilled with the sounds of the
legendary singer Georges Brassens, whomade hishome there.
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FRANCE FOR

ISTORY BUFFS

Baskin the Sun
King'sLegacy

Louis XIV was one of themost
powerfulkings torule France.
Hebuilt the opulent palace
and gardensat Versailles
(p170); the gold decorations
and ornate Hall of Mirrors
reflect his unlimited power.
Take time to visit hisbirth-
placeat Saint-Germain-en-
Laye-it'snow the National
Museum of Archaeology.

e

The overwhelmingly
excessive Hall of Mirrors,
symbol of Versailles

France is home to magnificent prehistoric cave paintings, mysterious
megalithic sites, spectacular Roman theatres, lavish Renaissance chateaux
and haunting memorials to those killed in both world wars. Everywhere you
turn, inspiring sights attest to the country’s long and colourful history.

Ramble Through
Roman Ruins

Franceis strewn with superb
Roman monuments, partic-
ularlyin the south. Nimes
(p476)hasafantasticRoman
history museum, andawell-
preserved Roman amphi-
theatre, whichis thesetting
for theFestival of Nmesin
summer; don't miss tickets
tomajoracts. TheRoman
theatrein Orangealsoputs
onconcerts. Nearby, climb to
the top tier of 2,000-year-old
aqueduct Pont du Gard (p489)
for tremendous views.

Did You_l(now?

Napoléon ordered
trees tobe planted
alongFrenchroadsso
that hisarmies could
marchintheshade.




Prehistoric Monuments
Discover aremarkablerecord of
early humanity in Vezere Valley,
where the Lascaux caves (p434)
are filled with spellbinding paint-
ingscreated 20,000 yearsago.In
Brittany, walk among the more
than 3,000 hand-hewnstanding
stonesatCarnac (p279)-it'sthe
world'slargest megalithicsite.

HIDDEN GEM

Playing Roman
At the MuseoParc Alésia,
youcanexplorearecon-
structed Roman camp,
watch thrilling Gallic-
Romanbattlereconstruc-
tionsand takepartingreat
family-friendly workshops
andotherevents.

The amphitheatre at
Orange, mixing Roman
and medieval styles

Marvellingat some
of France'soldest art
inthe Lascaux caves

Visit World War Memorials
Millions of soldiers died in World Wars1
andIl-and manylost theirlivesalong
the Western Front, which extended
alongnorthernFrance. Thousands flock
totheregioneach year torememberand
tosearch forinformation about ancestors
lostin the fighting, at sitessuchas the
Thiepval Memorialin

!
1
L

< the Somme (p191)
Gravestonesat the and the Meuse-
moving Pozieres Argonne American
memorialin the Somme Cemeteryin Montfauc.
On the Trail of

Napoléon
Revolutionary superstar
turned despot Napoléon
Bonaparte escaped forced
exilein1815andreturned to
Parisbeforebeing defeated at
Waterloo. Load up the carand
tracehisjourneyalongthe
Route Napoléon, a 325-km
(202-mile) stretch of road
that winds through the
mountains of Provence to
Grenoble (p376), where the
general gathered hisarmies.

—

Napoléon looming large
near Laffrey along the
Route Napoléon
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Cheer on the Cyclists
Franceis criss-crossed with
cyclepaths, soit'sno
surprise that cyclingismore
thanjustapastimehere.
The world's most celebrated
cyclerace, the Tourde
France, has 21 toughstages
that take place over 23days
in]July.Eachyear, therace
takesadifferentroute
through France and neigh-
bouring countries, although
italwaysscalespartsof the
Pyreneesand the Alps,
before finishingin Paris.
Follow theriderstocheeron
your favouritesor create
your own Tour and see the
highlights of the country
bybicycle.

%

Cyclistsjostling for position

DISCOVER France Your Way

Apolka-dotjerseyis
giventothecyclist

during the Tour de France, g . G ﬁrs.t reache.s th.e .
o N - mountainsummitsin -
thefamouscyclerace = i =¥ \ e,
the Tour de France.

~RANCE FOR

SPORTS FANS

France is sports mad. Here, football is the national obsession, with rugby and
tennis also enormously popular. Quintessentially French traditional sports like
snail racing and - perhaps the most uniquely French of all - pétanque still
enjoy avid support, while the Tour de France draws a fanatical following.

Allezles Bleues!
NothingrousesFrench pas-
sionslikerugby, particularly
insouthernFrance. The Six
Nations championshipisa
highlighton the country’s
sporting calendar, closely
followed by the Rugby World
Cup. TheFrench teamhas
wonmultiple times, andis
affectionately knownas“Les
Bleus". Six Nations matches
areheldinthe Stadede
Francein Paris, thelargest
stadiumin Europe, where the
atmosphereisalwayselectric.

e

England battling France
during the Six Nations, one of
rugby's main championships
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CURIOUS
SPORTS

Gouren
Bretonwrestling with
barefoot contenders.

JeudePaume
Thereisstillanannual
championship held for
thisprecursor of tennis.

Ballon auPoing
Ahandballgame, hugely
popularinPicardy.

Bont
Pointsareawarded for
driving theball through
acroquet-stylehoop.

Snail Racing
Losersare tossedinto
apotandeaten.

Enjoy aServingofa
French Grand Slam
TheFrench Openisoneof the
world's most prestigious tennis
championships. Watch from the
standsor, inspired, hit the courts
at Nice's Lawn Tennis Club
(www.niceltc.com)or atop Gare
Montparnasse (www.paris.fr)

%

Daria Kasatkina playing on the
famous clay courts during the
2018 French Openin Paris

B - Play Pétanque
A B 5 L ] Ah, theclick of pétanque onabalmy summer
| ; i evening -it's the sound of France. This
bowling game's current formoriginatedin
Provenceinthelate19th century. Settlein
atatraditional café and watch thelocals, or
perhapsjoinin yourself. In the Basque coun-
try, youremorelikely
< toseepelota, ahand-
Localsbowling during ballgameplayedona
summer in Cannes court, beingenjoyed.
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Glorious Galleries

Beyond Paris, Franceboastsa
line-up of extraordinary art
museums and galleries. Exhibitions
of contemporary art flourishin the
Pompidouin Metz (p228), whilein
theRoubaix area of Lille (p200) the
curious La Piscineishome to Musée
d'’Artetd'Industrie. Setinaformer
ArtDecoswimming pool, thelatter
gallery displays19th-and 20th-
century artworks throughout the
refurbished building, including
around the ornate pool. In Nice, the
glorious Musée Matisse (p505)and
Musée Chagall (p504)aredevoted to
two of France'smostbeloved artists.

—

Theintriguing
LaPiscinemuseum,
withartworksarranged
around a swimming pool

FRANCE FOR

Did You_l(now‘!

Many of the major
galleries offer free
entryonthe
first Sunday of
eachmonth.

ART LOVERS

Unsurprisingly, the array of world-class art on show in France is dazzling.
Here you can visit the beautiful landscapes that inspired such artists as
Cézanne, Picasso and Van Gogh, as well as take in some of the finest

art museums in the world.

Sketchpadin Hand
Most major French museums
allow youtosketchand paint
inthe galleries, although you
may need prior permission to
bringan easel. Surprisingly
few offer workshops, but
thereareartist-led drawing
and paintingclassesinthe
Louvreand other top muse-
ums. Monet'shomeat Giverny
draws thousandsannually to
sketch, asdoes theextra-
ordinarylight of the French
Riviera. Paintingand photog-
raphy tourscanbearranged
through tourist offices - or
followin Monet's footsteps
andpaintatlocalattractions.

e

Anartistat workin
the gardens of Claude
Monet's home, Giverny




IMPRESSIONISM

Themost famousart
movement tohave
originatedin France,
Impressionism emer-
gedinthelate19th
century. Amongthe
earliestadvocates of
thisstyle were Monet,
Degasand Renoir, who
wereinspiredby Manet
andbroke withthe
formal tradition that
previously dominated.
Painting outdoors,
they useddelicate
brush work, aswellas
light, movementand
colour to capturea
fleetingmoment.

Outdoor Artworks
Frommurals to stunning statues, graffitti tolight
installations, publicartin Franceisagreat way
toindulgeinabit of culture on the cheap.
Enormousmuralsby the CitéCreation collective
arefoundinnumerous French cities, including
Lyon, Marseilleand Paris, whilethebold Le
Voyage aNantes festivalbringsnewart to
Nantes (p298)every year.

Rodin's famed
LeBaiserinthe
Jardindes Tuileries

French Artists
atHome

The homes of some of
France'smostreveredartists,
includingMonet and Rodin,
havebeen convertedinto
museums where artworks
arecomplementedby a
glimpseinto theartist's
process. TheFrenchRivierais
especially flush withsuch
museums, featuringabodes
that oncebelonged toPicasso
and Van Gogh, while Monet's
Giverny (p255),is amagical
place mostknown forits
breathtaking gardens.

Visitors studyinga
pieceat the Musée
Picassoin Antibes
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Champagne Caves and Cellar Tours
Aglassof bubblyiscentraltothelocal heritage of the
Champagneregion, and thebest way to get to know
bothis to visit some of the 250 km (155 miles) of cellars
and Gallo-Roman galleries where the good stuffisaged.
Reimsis the epicentre of champagne houses, home to
world-famous producers such as Veuve Cliquot and
Taittinger. Ruinart, established in1768, is the world's
oldest; take awalk throughits crayéres(chalk cellars,
where the wines are aged) - the view is spectacular.
Forbiodynamic wines, visit theboutique de Sousa
cellarsin the charming village of Avize.

INSIDERTIP
Cheers!
Whentoasting, the
French commonly wish
eachother“Santé”, or
“good health”, before
they clink glasses. You
might alsohear “chin-
chin” (which mimics the
sound the glasses make Visitors wandering one /[\
when they touch). of themany champagne
cellarsin Reims

DISCOVER France Your Way

FRANCE

UNCORKED

France's vineyards have a longstanding reputation for yielding some of the
world’s finest wines - but that's not all. The fruits of orchards and hops fields
are also pressed and distilled into heady brews, and maybe even a signature
cocktail designed to pack a punch. Raise a glass to the country's beverages!

CocktailHour

The spiritualhome of the bon
viveur, Franceis the perfect
destination for cocktail
connoisseurs. In Paris, seek
out the fashionably louche
Lulu White (p159), while
thetopaddressinNiceis
LeNegresco (p505). For those
keentocreaterather than
simply imbibe, thereare many
workshopsavailable. Learn
thetricks of the trade from
mixologists acrossParis, from
theFour Seasons'Georges V to
theRitz, home of themimosa.

e

Abartender craftinga
palelemon cocktailata top
Parisianrestaurant
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Go Beyond the Grape
Franceishometoavastarray of beer, cider,
liqueurs and eaux de vie (brandies made with
fruit other than grapes). Round out an evening
withasmooth Cognacin Normandy, or aglass
of eaude viein Alsace. In Brittany, join the
localsby pairing cider with crépes; andona
, balmy summer eveningin the south, take to
anoutdoor table to sip
" — aglassof pastis(an
y Men sampling amber aniseed-flavoured
glasses of Cognac liqueur) beforedinner.

Come Harvest Time
Festivals celebrating abountiful
year abound across France. The
best of the wine festivals must
betheepic Bordeaux Wine
Festivalandits Marathondu
Medoc counterpart. Thelatter
winds through theregion's
vineyards, withrunners
markingevery mile with aglass.

—-

Athletes pounding past vine-
yardsin the Marathon du Medoc
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TheRural Heart of France
Rightinthemiddle of France, yet
largely unknown by visitors, the
mountainous Auvergneis mainly
rural.It'sanideal destination for
outdoor activities such as hikingand
biking, and there areevenacouple
of smallskiresorts.If that sounds too
muchlike hard work, setup campin
the genteel spa town of Vichy (p350).

%

Ahiker surveying the
sunrisein the Auvergne

FRANCE

OFF THE
BEATEN PAT

There's no shortage of world-famous sights in France, but there are
also plenty of opportunities to escape the crowds. Plunge into the

great outdoors, feast on delicious regional cuisine and succumb to an
appealingly slower pace of life - this is France at its most authentic.

The Second Face

of the South

Penetrate theinterior of
Provenceand you'lldiscover
adifferent world from the
celebrity hauntsalongthe
coast. Here you can explore
dreamy villageslike ochre-
huedRoussillon and endless
perfumedlavender fields
around Gordes (p513).

e

Atraveller takingin the
lavender fields surrounding
the abbey in Gordes



FRANCE'S SECRET
PASTIME

Inthe summer months,
thecitiesemptyasthe
Frenchpourintothe
countryside toreturn
tonature. Campingis
enormously popular
inFrance, withboth
ruggedsitesforthe
self-sufficient and chic
glamping spots housed
inyurtsor treehouses.
Oneof thebest waysto
experience campingin
Franceistoseekout
the camping alaferme
sites (www.camping
france.com). Theseare
tiny campsitesonlocal
farms, where there
arejustahandful of
pitchesand your only
neighbours willbe
curioushens.

Sweet Valley Living
The Valléedu Lot (p357), more
mellow neighbour of the
Dordogne, is perfect foran
unhurried taste of authentic
Frenchlife. Drift through
sleepy stone villageslike Puy
'Evéque or Saint-Cirque-
Lapopie, or the handsome
medieval town of Cahors
(p436)withits glorious
sunflower fields. Throughout
thevalley, fabulousriverside
cycling pathsleadto
child-friendly beaches.

—
Saint-Cirque-Lapopie,
ahilltopvillagein
theLot Valley

A RusticHaven for Foodies
Stretching along the Swissborder, Franche-
Comtéisa pristine paradise that'sbursting
withrustic French specialities - think
excellent charcuterie, cheesesand some
delicious wines. Thebiggest draw is
Besancon (p337),acity famed for clock-
makingthatiscrownedby
<~ aUNESCO-listed citadel.
Atemptingcheese  Tiny villagesdotrural
board, ubiquitousin  valleys, ideal for slow,
Franche-Comté meandering exploration.

Unpopulated Pyrénées Families
Formountains, valleysand waterfallsminus hiking the
the crowds, make for the PyrénéesOrientales. beautiful
Thesacred Catalan mountain of Canigou landscapes of
(p478)is well off the tourist track; or further thePyrénées
south, head toartsy little Collioure (p480), Orientales

whichislittlechanged from theanchovy port
beloved of Matisseand André Derain.
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Musicin the Air

France's most famous music
festival - the 24-hour Fétede
laMusique, held annually on
21]June - hasnow spread to
more than120 countries, and
remains extraordinarily
popular throughout France
itself. Bands take over the
streetsandsquares, and
street partiesand food stalls
keep the party goingallnight
long. Alternatively, the Nuits
SonoreinLyons (heldinlate
May/early June)is one of the
coolest electronic music
festivalsanywherein
Europe, or you couldrock till
youdrop attheRRock en Seine
festivalin Paris (late August).

-

Musicians performingas
part of therenowned Féte
delaMusique in Marseille

FRANCE FOR

FESTIVALS

10 million
Theaverage number
of people whojointhe

celebrationsatFétede
laMusique.

Village festivals honouring a patron saint or the wine harvest or a local
food. Lavish city festivals celebrating music, theatre and the performing
arts. Celebrations of cinema or the circus. Whenever and wherever you are
in France, there’s always something going on.

Celebrating

Circus Arts
TheFrenchadorecircuses -
andnotjusttheold-fashioned
kind. They arerenowned
throughout the world for
new-generation circuses,
which combine theatrical
performancewitha?2lst-
century take on traditional
circus skills.Join thousands
of visitorsin thebigtop at
thebiggest, the Festival
InternationalduCirquede
Massy eachJanuary - just
stick tothehumanacts.

&—

Trapeze artistsbalancing
at the FestivalInternational
du Cirque de Massy



TOP gy

FESTIVALS

NiceJazz Festival (Jul)
Aglitzy event.

Paris JazzFestival
(Jun &Jul)

Heldin the ParcFloral
onsummer weekends.

Jazzin Marciac
(Jul&Aug)
Athree-week festival
withbig-nameacts.

JazzajJuan (Jul)
Always features New
Orleansjazzbands.

JazzaVienne

(Jun &Jul)
Hostedinthe town'’s
Romantheatre.

Traditional Carousing
Celebrations of traditional
French cultureabound, andarea
great way todiscover more
about France'sminority cultures.
Experience authentic Breton
cultureatLorient's Festival
Interceltique, a celebration of
songanddancein traditional
costumes.InthePyrénées,
LesFétesdeBayonneishosted
each]uly, inviting visitors tojoin
the festayres(revellers) and
paintthetownred.

%

Aparadeat theFestival
Interceltique in Lorient

Fabulous Film Festivals
Cannes mightbe theindustry highlight, but
Franceboastsseveral other prestigious film
festivals.Opentoanyone, the week-long Lyon
Festival of Lightrevelsin filmsnew and old,
with screenings and themed evenings that
makeit afavourite for familiesand night owls.
The Clermont-Ferrand Short Film Festival,
withthesecond-largestaudience after Cannes,
shows only short films, while
< the Annecy International
Watchingashortat ~ Animation Film Festivalhas
Clermont-Ferrand free open-air screenings.
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TRAVELLINGWITH
LITTLEONES

Travelling with young
childreninFrancehas
certainchallenges, as
thereareoftenlimited
facilities for breast-
feeding ornappy
changing. French chil-
drenarebafflingly well
behaved, and are often
kepttoatightersched-
uleof napsand snacks
than yoursmaybeused
to.Luckily therearelots
of parks wherekids can
let off steam, and you'll
find plenty of family-
friendly restaurants.
Highchairsarenot
widely available, so
youmay wish tobring
atravelversion.

DISCOVER France Your Way

FRANCE FOR

FAMILIES

Home to fairy-tale castles, fun parks and circuses, France is a great family
destination. Even in big cities, there's always a nearby green space to run
around in, and most attractions are kid-friendly. Whether you're canyoning
in the Alps or relaxing on the Riviera, there's plenty of family fun to be had.

The Great Outdoors
France'slandscapesbegtobe
explored. Coastalrock pools
and glacierslike Mer de Glace
will fascinate smaller
children. Bigger kids can
enjoy snorkellingin the
picturesquebaysof the
Calanquesor try theirhand
(andlegs) at surfinginBiarritz
(p458), where Jo Moraiz Surf
School (www.jomoraiz.com)
offerslessons forkids.On
dryerland, the Voies Vertes
network of converted train
linesinBrittany areideal
foryoungcyclists.

A family looking over the Mer
deGlace glacier in the Alps
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Epic Theme Parks

Disneyland® Paris (p174), just outside the
French capital, is the most visited theme
parkin Europe. All the family favourites
arehere, from parades featuringbeloved
characterssuch as Mickey Mouse and
Cinderella, to some truly hair-raisingrides,
including the famous Star Wars
Hyperspace Mountainand theRock n’
Roller Coaster. It'sactually two parksin
one:Disneyland (based on the US theme
parks) and Disney Studios (dedicated to
cinemaand TV), so thrill-seekers willbe
spoiled for choice. Further south,
Futuroscope (p404), on the outskirts of
Poitiers, is a cinematography-themed park
that packsin the wow factor for techno-
philes of allages withits vision of the
futureandrides. Many attractionschange
every year, so you'llneed no excuse to keep
comingback for more.

e

Popular Disney characters
topping a colourful parade
floatin Disneyland® Paris

Rainy-Day Favourites
If thesundoesn't shine, you'll
stillfind plenty toentertain
the whole family. Here, there
arescores of child-friendly
museums, including Paris's
enormous Cité desEnfantsat
the Cité des Sciencesetde
I'Industrie (p157)or Le Petit
Musée Fantastique de Guignol
inLyon (p370). Youcould also
explore thespooky catacombs
inParis, orhead toaperfor-
manceby Cirque du Soleil.

%

Interactive display at the Cité
de Sciences et del'Industrie

TeenageKicks
Arty adolescents willbe thrilled by museums
and galleries, from Paris's Centre Pompidou
(p90)to converted swimming poolLa
PiscineinLille (p200); adrenaline junkies
canindulge theneed for speed by, surfing,
canyoningor heli-skiing; and music fans
cantake their pick of fantastic festivals (p50),
from chilled-out Calvion
< theRocksin Corsicato
Canyoning though the countrywide Féte
cavesinProvence delaMusiqueon2l]une.
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Glitzand Glamour
TheFrenchRivierahaslong
beenabyword for glamour.
Thevillasalongthe stunning
southern coastarenow the
homes of billionaires and film
stars, whilethemarinasat
St-Tropez (p520)and Cannes
(p521)arefull of super yachts
- especially duringthe Cannes
filmfestival. Away from the
fray, idyllic coves areideal for
droppinganchor and enjoying
abellinionboard.

e

A string of yachtsbobbing
gently in the calm waters of
acalanque near Marseille

FRANCE FOR

BEACH LIFE

With more than 2,000 miles of coastline, France has enough sandy shores
for everyone. Take your pick, from glamorous beaches - perfect for celeb-
spotting - on the French Riviera, to wild, dune-backed strands on the islands
of Ré or Oléron. You'll even find beaches in Paris once the summer heats up.

The Great Escape
Shake off the crowdsin magical Brittany, which
hasscores of breathtakingly unspoiled beaches.
The CoétedeGranitRose (p270)getsitsname
from the pink-tinged cliffs that tumble to the
sea. Awalking path, the Sentier des Douaniers,
links the villages of Ploumanac’h and Perros-
Guirec, withahost of coves to exploreenroute.

Ploumanah Lighthouse,
guarding therocky
coastline of Brittany



The Old Resorts

. Theresort town of Deauville was once the
- jewel of the "Parisian Riviera”, where wealthy
Parisians flockedin thelate 19th century.
This golden spot on the Céte Fleurie (p252)still
oozesvintage charm. It shares gloriousbeaches
withnearby Trouville, moredown-to-earth
butnolessappealing. Up the coast, dreamy
Etretatinspired the Impressionists withits
endless alabaster strands and soaring cliffs.

e

Thestylish Art Deco
beach huts at Deauville

@ INSIDERTIP
City Beach
Each summer without
fail, landlocked Paris
transforms the banks of
the Seineand the Canal
StMartinintoafamily-
% - \ : ‘\ friendly beach, with
Rt / / I 4 \ \ open-airpoolsand
e Va3t JL shsy A\ \\ activities forkids.
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Sunkissed Strands
If yourelooking for sun, seaand sand, France deliversinspades.
Thereare tourist hotspotsaplenty onthe Med - thebest sandy
beachesarein Argelésand Narbonne (p482)in Languedoc.
TheGrandPlagein St-Jean-de-Luz (p466), meanwhile, isa
heavenly goldenbeach onthe Atlantic coast, great for
kids. Andthereareotherfirst-ratestrandsin the
north, suchas thoseinLe Touquet (p202) or genteel
Cabourg, Proust'sold haunt.

8 SECRET

BEACHES

llesLavezzi

Head tosouthern Corsica
forgranite shoresand
translucent waters.

Calanquede Saint-
Barthélémy
Aspectacular stretch of
coastline, dotted with
miniaturebeaches.

Plagedela

Bastide Blanche
Goldensandsmatched
with crystal waters.

Plagede Notre Dame

Ablissfully quietbeach . i
ontheislandretreat ’]‘ Birds-eye view of .
of Porquerolles. turquoise water on the

FrenchRivieira, and
children playing (inset)
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Epic Public Spaces

The Centre Pompidou (p90)
inspiredloveand hateinequal
measure whenitopenedin
1977; today visitorsmarvel at
itsrevolutionary design with
itsexposed mechanical work-
ings.InRennes, Christiande
Portzamparcalso pushed the
boundaries of public architec-
turewithhisfuturisticChamps-
Libres cultural centre (www.
leschampslibres.fr).

&—

Theeye-catching Centre
Pompidou withits
"inside-out” design

FRANCE FOR

MODERN

ARCHITECTURE

In a country renowned for its chateaux and historic buildings, France is a
surprisingly heavy hitter when it comes to modern architecture. From Le
Corbusier to Jean Nouvel, luminaries have created extraordinary buildings
across France, delightfully redefining the very function of architecture.

Astounding Feats of
Engineering

Theworld's tallest bridge at
343m (1,125ft), theethereal
Millau Viaduct spansthe
gorgesduTarn (p346)in
southernFrance, and has
wonnumerous accolades for
itsinnovative design.Inthe
French Alps you'llfind the
Tignes Dam. Once the world's
largestdam, nowadaysit's
famous forits enormous
mural of Hercules.

=
e

The piercing spires of
southernFrance's
spectacular Millau Viaduct
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Visitors exploring the
spectacular MuCEM
inMarseille

JEAN NOUVEL:
GALLICMODERNIST

By “"dematerializing”
spaceinunexpected
ways, Jean Nouvel's
buildingsbreak moulds.
Thefirstbuildingby
thiscelebratedarchitect
togaininternational
acclaimwas thelnstitut
deMonde Arabe (www.
imarabe.org)in Paris; its
facade -inspired by the
latticework windows
of traditional Arabic
architecture -iscovered
inmechanical “oculi”
thatopenandclosein
response tosunlight.
Nouve wasawarded
theprestigiousPritzker
Architecture prize
in2008.

Wondrous Residential
Design

Iconicresidential designs that
draw architecture pilgrims
toFranceinclude the E-1027
inRoquebrune-Cap-Martin
(p527).Completedin 1929, this
diaphanous, light-drenched
villais considered a Modernist
masterpiece. Lightalso
playsastarringroleinPierre
Chareau'sMaisonde Verre

(31 rue Saint-Guillaume) in
Paris, whichboastsastunning
transparent facade.

&

The striking modernist
villaE-1027, designed
by Eileen Grey

Thesstriking facade
of LaFondation Louis
Vuittonin Paris

Extraordinary Exhibition Spaces

Architect Rudy Ricciotti described his design for the MuCEM
museum (p528)in Marseille as abuilding of “stone, water and
wind". The stunning seafront museumis encasedinafiligree
skin that filters gorgeouslightinto the galleries. At night, itis
dramatically illuminated by Yann Kersalé'slightinstallations.
Parisis home to La Fondation Louis Vuitton (p150), which con-
tainsaworld-class contemporary art collection and occupies
anundulating, glass-and-titanium edifice by Frank Gehry.
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NOVELS

Candideby Voltaire
Publishedin1759and
widely banned for years.

The ThreeMusketeers
by Alexandre Dumas
A swashbuckling epic,
thisisDumas's most
famous title.

Madame Bovary by
Gustav Flaubert
This1856 novelhasan
enduringly famous
female protagonist.

DISCOVER France Your Way

The Strangerby
AlbertCamus
Anovel thatexamines
the fundamental
absurdity of life.

The exterior of the
Shakespeare and
Company bookshop

~RANCE FOR

BOOKWORMS

If you like literature, you'll love France. There's plenty for writers and readers
to celebrate, with literary festivals, inspiring bookshops and numerous
opportunities to walk along the real streets that inspired your favourite
work of fiction. Few countries reward the bibliophile so richly.

Literary Festivals
TheParis Book Fairis France's
largestliterary event,
drawinghuge crowdsand
fantastic writersacrossall
genres. Fans of crime fiction
should head toLyon (p370)
for theatmospheric Quaisdu
Polar, aninternational festival
that combinesbooks, cinema
andart. The Charroux's (p408)
eponymous Literary Festival
isawonderfulbilingual event
insouthwestFrance, which
brings together English-and
French-speaking writers.

e

Thebustling stands of
Paris Book Fair, which is
heldin spring every year
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A Bounty of Bookshops
Franceoffersanarray of second-handstalls to
browse, fromrare-book specialists tonichebook
boutiques. Shakespeareand Company hasan
expanded premises and evenanew addressin the
LeftBank (p132), andremains thecity'smost
famous English-languagebookshop andamecca
forwritersand literary enthusiasts. Librairie
Maupetit, Marseille's oldest bookshop, hosts
eventsand workshops forreaders of allages.
InStrasbourg (p220), Librairie Kleber organizes

A 3t 1 il J e ¥ stimulatingsalon-styledebatesbetween writers,

T MRl
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PlotItOut

Literary tours abound across
France. Trace the plots of novels
and thelives of your favourite
authors, whether that'sraising
theghost of EnmaBovaryinRy,
orseeking out the childhood
home of Colette (p323)in St-
Sauveur-en-Puisaye. Self-guided
toursareideal onabudget.

%

Inside the home of the novelist
Colette, now amuseum

Cities of the Written Word
Thereare eight villages delivre (book towns)
scattered across France. These medieval
villages are ahub for bookish pursuits, with
schools forbindingrestoration, calligraphy and
more. Montmorillon (p405)is France'slargest
citédel'ecrit, attracting hundreds of visitors to
itsbook fairevery year, while
theBreton town of Bécherelis —
perhapstheprettiest,andis ~ Writingdisplay

home tofantasticbookshops.  inMontmorillon

psychoanalysts, historiansand artists.

. INSIDERTIP

Book Vendors
Forget fizzy drinks,
vending machinesin
Francecanspitouta
freeshortstory togo.
Thefirstmachine was
installedin Grenoblein
2015, but they havenow
spread across France.




Monumental
Mountains

MontBlanc (4,809m/15,777 ft)
isthehighest mountaininthe
Alpsand the 11th-higheston
earth. Itscraggy silhouette -
oftensnow-capped, even

in August -isinstantly
recognizable. The Barredes
Ecrinsis France's second-
highest peak, andamecca for
winter sports, aswellas
summertime climbingand
hiking. The French Pyrenees
areequally beautiful, and
feature some spectacular
naturalsights, suchasthe
magnificent Gavarnie Fallsin
thePyrénées National Park.

%

Alone climber crossing
the towering snowy peak
of Mont Blanc

FRANCE FOR

INSPIRING
LANDSCAPES

France has few rivals when it comes to spectacular scenery. It's bounded by
the Alps to the east, the Atlantic to the west and the Mediterranean to the
south; a dramatic geography that results in an array of breathtaking
landscapes, from glowing fields of lavender to wave-pounded Breton cliffs.

DISCOVER France Your Way

Fields of Flowers
Allsummer long, powder-puff
bushes of lavender bloom
across France, ablaze of pale
purple withaheady scent.
The charming village of Sault
isconsidered the epicentre of
lavender production, but
youcanfind these picture-
perfect fields throughout the
countryside, surrounding
rocky hillslike Grignan (p384)
and medieval villages such
asGordes (p513).

e

The sun sinking below the
horizon of a purple lavender
fieldin Sault, Provence




Franceis scored with stunning gorgesand
canyons. The Gorges du Verdon are the deepest
and perhaps the most spectacular: the
intensely greenriver carvesanarrow canyon
through palelimestone cliffs. The Gorges du
Tarnarejustasimpressive, itslooming cliffs

studded with tiny
stonevillages to
explore.Bothare
fantasticareas for
outdoor activities.

MONET'S STUDY OF
LIGHT INROUEN

Inthe1890s, Claude
Monetmade almost 30
paintings of Rouen’s
cathedral, several of
which canbeseenin
the Muséed'Orsay
(p136).He studied the
effectsof changinglight
onthewestfacade,
putting colour before
contour. Theleading
Impressionist painter
saidhe conceived the
serieswhen watching
light hita country
church, “asthesun'’s
raysslowly dissolved
themists...that
wrapped the golden
stoneinanideally
vaporous envelope”,

Great Gorges

%

Akayaker tackling the
narrow waters of the
Gorges du Verdon

-

Gorgeous Coastlines

Perhaps themost glamorous coastlinein the world, the stunning
Coted'Azurstretchesalong the Mediterranean from Menton to
Toulon. It'safavouriteretreat for therichand famous, as the
lavishmansions and glossy, yacht-filled marinas attest. If you
prefer something wilder, head to the Céte de Granit Rosein
Brittany, or the gloriously craggy Basque coast around Biarritz.

Dramatic cliff formations
inEtretat, along the
northern coast of France
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DISCOVER AYearinFrance

A YEAR IN

-RANCE

JANUARY

A Paris Fashion Week (mid-late Jan). FEBRUARY

The world’s top designers and models A Nice Carnival (mid-Feb-early Mar). The biggest
strut their stuff. street event in the Riviera, with elaborate floats,
Truffle Festival (mid-late Jan). The black feathered costumes, and dancing day and night.
Périgord truffle is celebrated in its home Six Nations Rugby (early and late Feb). One of
town of Sarlat-la-Canéda with huge feasts. France’s most important sporting fixtures, with

Europe’s best playing France at home.

A Cannes Film Festival (mid-late May). The J UNE

world’s premier film industry event. 24 Hours of Le Mans (mid-Jun). A gruelling test
Night of the Museums (mid-May). Over 1,200 of both car and driver, one of the world’s most
French museums stay open to 1lam, with free important motor races.

admission and special activities for night owls. A Marche des Fiertés (last two weeks). At the
Roland Garros (late May—-early Jun). The French culmination of the Fortnight of Pride, thousands
Open tennis tournament, one of the world’s four flock to the capital to celebrate the LGBT+
Grand Slam events. community in style.

W IERN
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SEPTEMBER

Braderie de Lille (early Sep). Dating from A Nuit Blanche (5 Oct). The Paris art scene
the 12th century, this is Europe’s biggest stays up all night. Galleries, museums and
flea market, with 10,000 vendors and restaurants host free dance and music events.
millions of bargain hunters. Tous au Restaurant (first two weeks). A

A Heritage Days (mid-Sep). All across France nationwide movement “to get everybody to
some 16,000 landmark buildings normally a restaurant”. Promotional menus, cooking
closed to the public are opened for free. classes and new culinary creations abound.
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Mulhouse Carnival (mid-Mar). Celebrating the end
of winter, France’s most outlandish carnival rivals
those in Germany and Switzerland.

A Paris International Book Fair (mid-Mar). One of
the largest book fairs in Europe, avidly attended by
British and American writers.

JULY

A Tour de France (late Jun-late Jul). The single
most-attended sport in the world, with 15
million spectators lining the roadways to cheer
on cyclists chasing the yellow jersey.

Paris Plage (early Jul-end of Aug). For those
who cannot get to the beach, the city of Paris
brings sand to the Seine for the whole summer.
Bastille Day (14 Jul). The French national day,
celebrating the storming of the Bastille prison.

NOVEMBER

A Beaujolais Nouveau (3rd Thu). The new
vintage is released at 12:01am, with parades
and ceremonies and a great deal of “tasting”.
Les Trois Glorieuses (3rd Sun). The “Three
Glorious Days” in Burgundy draw fine-wine
enthusiasts from all over the world for tastings
of new vintages, processions and an auction.

A Paris Marathon (mid-Apr). Over 40,000
long-distance runners throng the streets of
Paris for the biggest foot race in the country.
Roman Games (last weekend). Actors in Roman
garb re-enact gladiatorial combats In the Nimes
arena, complete with dancing girls.

AUGUST

A Sodruz Lacanau Pro Surf (mid-Aug). Europe’s
oldest pro-surfing competition, near Cap Ferret
on the west coast. Riders come from all over the
world to put themselves to the challenge.
Summer holidays (all month). Many factories shut
down for the whole month and it seems like the
entire country heads for the beaches. Attractions
and museums extend hours accordingly.

A Christmas Markets (to 24 Dec). Hundreds of
towns and villages have special markets, but the
most outstanding are those in Colmar and
Strasbourg in Alsace to the east.

Critérium de la Premiére Neige (early Dec).
Snow flies at the first skiing competition

of the season, hosted in Val-d'Isére.
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HISTORY

One of Europe’s oldest nation-states, France has been a cultural melting
pot for millennia and subject to a particularly rich variety of influences.
It has survived thousands of years of invasion, revolution and plagues,
and emerged on the world stage with a style now very much its own.

PrehistoricFrance

Artifacts found in the Hérault Valley (southern France) indicate

that early humans inhabited France at least 1.5 million years Did You Know?
ago. About 400,000 years ago, Neanderthals started spreading —

across France, leaving behind tools in places like the gorges du The cavesat Cro-Magnon
Verdon. A skull dated to c. 28,000 BC found at Cro-Magnon gave were excavated by
its name to the earliest known Homo sapiens, who left behind Edouard Lartet, widely
extraordinary art in caves like Lascaux. Around 6000 BC, after the considered the father
end of the Ice Age, a major shift in lifestyle occurred, as people of paleontology.

started settling down to herd animals and cultivate crops.

Timeline of events

28,000 BC 600 BC
The first Venus The Greeks
sculptures are establish a colony
created, which at Marseille.
possibly represent
fertility goddesses. 500 BC
Celtic nobles bury
- - their dead with
15,000 BC 7000~ riches such as the
ctoric arti 4500 BC .
Prehistoric artists - 4 Vix treasure.
begin painting the The Celts arrive
caves of Lascaux. from the west.




Roman Gaul
Celts trickled in from the east in the first millennium BC and
developed a hierarchy of druids, warriors, farmers and artisans.

Qs
A+

(1) Ahistorical map of
Francefrom1787.

(2] Prehistoric painting of

They became known as Gauls to the Romans, who conquered all anox, partof thestun-
of what is now France between 125 and 51 BC. The Romans built ~ ningwealthofartatthe
roads, bridges and aqueducts, as well as temples and amphi- Lascauxcavesin
theatres, but the empire in Gaul collapsed in the second half of southwesternFrance.
the 5th century AD, as rival barbarians battled for supremacy. (3) Anamphitheatrein

Orange, builtby the
The Frankish Realm Romansinthe
Out of these dark ages emerged the Frankish realm, dominated Istcentury AD.
by the Merovingian dynasty (486-751), then by the Carolingians ~ (4) Oil portrait of the Holy
(751-987), whose power was threatened for several centuries by Roman Emperor
Arab invasions from Spain. The Carolingian empire reached its Charlerpagneby German
apogee in 800 when Charlemagne (742-814), king of the Franks, Af;;ggﬁ{gﬁ?;?gg{(‘j;
was anointed Holy Roman Emperor. He expanded his empire to arountl:l 1512
across western Europe, but in 843, after years of civil war between '
rivals for the throne, it was carved up between his three grand-
sons, one of whom, Charles the Bald (823-877), became king of
West Francia, the nation that would become known as France.

RN
7
31 BC AD 508 AD 843
Augustus establishes Paris made The Treaty of Verdun
the Three Gauls (Gallia capital of creates West Francia,
Celtica, Gallia Aquitania Frankish the forerunner of
and Gallia Belgica). kingdom. modern France.

- i AD 43
25 DY
125-51 BC Lugdunum (Lyon)
The Romans conquer becomes the capital
and colonize Gaul. of the Three Gauls.
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Medieval France

Clovis, baptized in 496, was the first Frankish ruler to convert

to Christianity. As the Frankish realm evolved into a medieval
nation-state, great abbeys like Cluny (p332) and Fontenay (p316)
became wealthy and influential. The French fought the
Angevin-Plantagenet rulers of England during the Hundred
Years’ War (1337-1453), while also battling to subdue Occitanie
and the ambitious dukes of Burgundy, who sought to create a
kingdom of their own between France and Germany.

Renaissance France

Following the French invasion of Italy in 1494, the ideals and
aesthetic of the Italian Renaissance spread to France, reaching
its height during the reign of Francois |, who invited artists such
as Leonardo da Vinci and Cellini to his court. Catherine de Medici,
widow of Francois’s son Henri Il, virtually ruled France through
her sons, Francois II, Charles IX and Henri lll. During their reigns,

the Wars of Religion between Catholic and Protestant factions Catherine de Medici of
tore France apart, until a compromise was reached with the Edict Italy, whoruled France
of Nantes (1598) by Henri IV, first of the Bourbon line of kings. by proxy for years

Timeline of events

- e - O
1337 1415 1593
The start of Hundred French defeated by Henri IV converts to
Years' War, which Henry V of England at Catholicism, ending
finally ends in 1453, the Battle of Agincourt. the 30-year Wars
with only Calais still of Religion.
in English hands.
1154
52
Henry Plantagenet, count of 1348-52
Anjou and (as Henry II) king of The Black Death kills
England, creates the Angevin half the population
realm, straddling France. in some cities.
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The SunKing

France in the 17th century quickly became a major player on
the world stage. Colonies were established in Canada, Indochina
and the Caribbean. As powers behind the throne, Cardinals de
Richelieu and Mazarin paved the way for Louis XIV, the “Sun King”
whose court at Versailles (p170) became the glory of Europe.
Louis built mighty citadels as he embarked on a series of wars
with Spain, the Netherlands, England, Austria and Savoy.

Revolution and Empire

Louis XIV made France a great power, but his wars cost France
dearly. In the 18th century, philosophers such as Voltaire and
Rousseau challenged the aristocracy, but the monarchy’s
refusal to address the grievances of the people ultimately led
to the revolution of 1789, followed by the execution of Louis XVI
and his queen, Marie Antoinette, and the “Reign of Terror”, in
which thousands of aristocrats were sent to the guillotine. A
young military genius, Napoléon Bonaparte, emerged from the
chaos of the republic to make himself emperor in 1804. His empire
lasted until 1815 and covered much of Europe at its peak.

(1) Depiction of the Battle
of Formigny, 1450.

[2) HenrilV signing the
Edict of Nantes.

(3) Interior of the Chateau
de Versailles.

(4] Napoléon on horseback
inthe 1814 campaign.

Did You_l(now?

While popularmythsays
that Napoléon was
particularly short, he
wasinreality around
5ft7inches.

1789
The French

3D
1682 Revolution
The Royal begins and
Court moves feudal laws are
to Versailles. abolished.

RN
7
1756-63 1792 1804
France loses Canada Louis XVIis Napoléon is crowned
and other overseas overthrown and emperor; 11 years
possessions to the First Republic later, he is defeated
England. is established. at Waterloo.
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The Turbulent 19th Century (1) Scene fromthe /l\
The restoration of the Bourbon monarchy following the defeat at FrenchRevolution.
Waterloo ushered in a century of much change. In 1830, Charles (2J Ruins of St-Lg,

IX was overthrown and replaced by his cousin, Louis Philippe, August1944.
who ruled until he was ousted in 1848, giving way to the Second (@) Last flight of
Repubilic. Its president, Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte, declared the Concorde, 2003.
himself Emperor Napoleon Il in 1852. Under his “Second Empire”

. o - - (4) Eiffel Tower litup after
France expanded its overseas colonies in North Africa. Nice and the 2015 attackin Paris.

Savoy were annexed to France, but defeat in the 187071 Franco-

Prussian War led to the loss of Alsace and Lorraine to Germany.

Another revolution saw the creation of the Third Republic in 1871,

and more colonial expansion. The belle époque, a time of arts H 7]
and culture, emerged at the end of the century. Dld You_xnow'

AsFrenchforces
World WarsIandII approached Parisin
France suffered terribly during World War | (1914-18), as almost 1944, Hitler ordered the
1.5 million French soldiers died. In World War II, France was cityberazed - buthe
defeated and occupied by German forces. Resistance fighters wasdisobeyed.

carried on the fight against the occupiers until France was
liberated by US, British and Free French forces in 1944.

Timeline of events

1848 1889 1940-
The July Monarchy The Eiffel Tower 44
is overthrown and is built in Paris Germany
the Second Republic occupies
is established. France during
World War II.

1870-71
Defeat in the 1914-1918
Franco-Prussian WWI breaks out with
War leads to the the German invasion of
loss of Alsace. France.



Modern France

Following World War II, France fought unsuccessfully to retain
its colonial possessions. From the 1960s onward, old industries
declined while new technology grew dramatically, and France
became a world leader in aviation. Political turmoil in 1968, led
by left-wing students and trade unions, almost toppled the
government. In 1994 the Channel Tunnel opened, connecting
Britain and France. France was among the six founding nations
of the European Economic Community in 1957 and is now among
the most influential members of the European Union.

France Today

In the 21st century France faced new threats from international
terrorism, with more than a dozen attacks in Nantes, Nice,
Marseille and Paris, leading to an increase in support for the
far-right Front National. The party was, however, defeated

in the 2017 presidential elections by the centrist En Marche

party, led by Emmanuel Macron, suggesting that, at the heart Emmanuel Macron
of the country’s framework, there remain the republic’s celebrating his2017
principles of liberté, égalité and fraternité. election victory

AN
7
1954 2003 2018
French colonial The supersonic France wins
rule in Cambodia, British-French the FIFA World
Laos and Vietnam Concorde makes Cup, beating
comes to an end. its last flight. Croatia 4-2.

1957
oAc
1945 France helps found
World War Il ends and the the EEC, forerunner
Fourth Republic begins. of the EU, with five
Women are given the vote. other nations.
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EXPLORE

PARIS

This guide divides Paris into four sightseeing
areas, as shown on the map below, plus an
area beyond the city centre. Find out more
about each area on the following pages.

@
Arcde
Triomphe

4y
57
73
)
£s
Cx s
5
£y
SE,
£s

Place
de/la
Concord¢

Patajs de
Chaillot ne CHAMPS-ELYSEES
P se AND INVALIDES

Jardins du Bl
Trocadero &
Musée du Quai Branly-
Jacques Chirac

Eiffel
Jower Parc du Dome des
Champ-de- Invalides
Mars ]

Place

Joffre

Place de
Breteuil

FRANCE

UNITED NETHERLANDS
KINGDOM

BELGIUM

Lille ® GERMANY

PARIS o

RSSO Strasbourg ®

FRANCE SWITZERLAND

Atlantic
Ocean

®Lyon
Bordeaux ® AL

L]
Toulouse ® Marseille

SPAIN Mediterranean
Sea



0
Sacré-
C

MONTMARTRE

Place

Place

Stalingrad

de Clichy

ROCHECHOUART

GOBELINS

DENFERT

Place

Rochereau

ROCHEREAU



EXPERIENCE Gettingto Know Paris

GETTING TO KNOW

PARIS

Paris is a patchwork of neighbourhoods, each with a history and essence
all of its own. The Seine runs through the heart of the city, creating its
Right and Left banks, and most sightseeing areas are enclosed by the
Périphérique, aring road that separates the city centre from the suburbs.

P T

L7 ‘\\|

' Y % i Lo

UL-HAVEL

iLE DE LA CITE, MARAIS Best for

Epic sightseeing, history,
AN D B EAU BO U RG shopping, dining, LGBT+ life
Located at the heart of Paris, the lle de la Cité is a Home to

cornucopia of must-see sights from the Notre-Dame Notre-Dame, Centre Pompidou,
to Sainte-Chapelle, masterpieces of gothic architecture. Sainte-Chapelle

PAGE 82

Former royal palaces double as administrative buildings Experience
- it’s not a place to mingle with the locals, who instead The awe-inspiring Gothic
flock to the grand streets and intriguing alleys of the architecture of Notre-Dame

Marais and Beaubourg. This area, on the Right Bank, is and Sainte-Chapelle

full of fashionable boutiques and restaurants, and the
air entices with smells of falafel and pastries.



PAGE 102

TUILERIES AND OPERA

The Musée du Louvre, with its infamous glass pyramid
and Mona Lisa, bookends the stately Tuileries. At the
other end of the district, with the famous eponymous
manicured gardens and its cafés and art galleries in
between, is the opulent Opéra Garnier. The area around
this storied building is studded with theatres and
grandly epitomizes Baron Haussmann's plans for Paris,
with monuments at every intersection. Its broad
avenues, lined with exquisite churches and wallet-
emptying department stores, are filled with bustling
crowds of Parisians. This is the place to stroll, shop and
repeat, whether it’s for rose-flavoured macarons from
Ladurée’s original shop or a luxury bag from Printemps.

Best for

The grand monuments of
Parisian art and culture,
shopping, entertainment

Hometo

Musée de Louvre
Experience

Coming face to face with the

Mona Lisa before sampling
pastries along Rue Montorgueil
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CHAMPS-
ELYSEES AND
INVALIDES

This corner of town is grandiose and
ornate, with the gold-topped Déme des
Invalides soaring against the skyline.
Full of history and artifacts, it plays
second fiddle to the neighbourhood’s
real star: the Iron Lady herself, the Eiffel
Tower, rises at the edge of the river. Just
across the river is the grand boulevard
of Champs-Elysées, where the Arc de
Triomphe sits. Away from the chaos of
tours and lines, this district offers fine

- and expensive - shopping and dining.

PAGE 116

Best for

Sightseeing and fine dining

Hometo

Arc de Triomphe, Eiffel Tower

Experience

Adip into the Petit Palais exhibition hall before

splashing out on a terrace coffee on the Avenue
des Champs-Elysées

THE LEFT BANK Best for

People watching and

o
2 From Romans ruins to Hollywood backdrops, the Left history lovers
§ Bankis beloved by Parisians and travellers alike. Every Hometo
X block seems to have a bookstore, and peppered among Musée d'Orsay

the tiny twisting streets are crépe stands and dive bars,

Che Pantheon Mesée e Clny and . Exerme-duiony | Localieatonefregendr
o X ’ P cafés while nibbling macarons

church. In iconic St-Germain-des-Prés, cafés line the and discussing philosophy like

streets and squares — the chocolates and pastries are astudent

some of the city’s best. While a smattering of museums

and churches attracts tourists, locals continue to lay

claim to this bohemian enclave.

Experience



PAGE 144

BEYOND THE CENTRE

More than just major monuments, Paris is a living,
breathing city — particularly beyond the centre. Look
past the famous landmark of the Moulin Rouge to the
fashionable cobbled and quaint streets of Montmartre
and Pigalle, where you can join the locals queuing for
the best pastries in town, or head to the warren of
alleys around the Canal St-Martin for artisan coffee.
Further out, the natural parks of Bois de Vincennes and
Bois de Boulogne are the city’s green lungs; breathe
deep before heading down into the Catacombes,
where an artfully macabre labyrinthe awaits.

Best for
Getting off the beaten track
in your own style

Hometo
Sacré-Coeur, Cimetiére
de Pére-Lachaise

Experience

The sound of buskers on the
steps in front of the Sacré-Coeur
while watching the sun set over
the city
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() The opulent Hall of Mirrors
inthe palace of Versailles.

(2) Cruising the Seineat sunset.
(3) Aclassic Frenchbreakfast.

[4) ArtforsaleinPlacedu
Tertrein Montmartre.



5 DAYS

Day 1

Morning Start the day in St-Germain-des-
Prés with coffee and a croissant at a café,
then take a leafy stroll through the
nearby Jardin du Luxembourg (p140). Dip
into St-Sulpice church (p143) to inspect
the paintings by Eugene Delacroix before
shopping along Boulevard St-Germain.

Afternoon Follow rue de Seine towards
the river, stopping for lunch at La Palette,
a traditional café serving delicious croque
monsieur. Stroll the fle St-Louis, popping
into Notre-Dame (p86) before taking the
Metro west to spend the rest of the after-
noon exploring the iconic Eiffel Tower
(p122). Dare to walk the stairs if the
elevator line is too long.

Evening Have dinner nearby at Café
Christian Constant (p129), which serves
classic French dishes. Follow this with a
boat ride down the Seine as the sun sets.

Day 2

Morning Begin in hilly Montmartre, with
a quick visit to the Sacré-Coeur basilica
(p146). Browse the work of artists selling
their wares in the open-air gallery of
place du Tertre (p162), then visit the
Musée de Montmartre (p162) for a quick
lesson on the 19th-century artists that
made the district famous.

Afternoon Have lunch at Le Sancerre on
rue des Abbesses before heading down
the hill towards rue des Martyrs, laden

with pastry shops and boutiques. Consider
a late afternoon jaunt through the Louvre
(p106) to see the highlights, including
Mona Lisa and the Venus de Milo. Soak

up the views of the grand exterior with

a coffee stop at the Café Marly, under

the arcades of the Richelieu wing.

Evening Head to Les Halles for dinner at
Champeaux (rue Rambuteau). Sip wine and
people-watch for the rest of the evening
along bustling rue Montorgueil, or see
what shows are playing at nearby venues
in the Opéra district, such as the historic
Olympia music hall.

Day 3

Morning Travel less than an hour out of
the city to Versailles (p170). Wander the
world-famous gardens and 17th-century
chateau, renowned for its opulent Hall
of Mirrors.

Afternoon Splurge on lunch at Ore, an
ornate little restaurant situated inside the
chateau. Be sure to visit the outer estates,
including Marie-Antoinette’s fairy-tale
hamlet with a working farm.

Evening Head back to Paris and share

a bottle at an intimate venue like Willi's
Wine Bar on rue des Petits Champs,

near the Louvre. If you've still got room
after your lunch, have dinner in style

at one of the city’s glamorous and iconic
belle époque brasseries, such as La Rotonde
(105 blvd du Montparnasse).
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7 Did You_l(now?

Amillion"lovelocks”
wereremoved from
PontdesArtsin2015-
they werestraining
thebridge.

EXPERIENCE Paris

PARIS FOR

ROMANTICS

Paris is the ultimate romantic city. Its very fabric seems made for romance,
from enchanting gardens to beautiful riverside walks, while the city's
pavement cafés invite intimacy and lingering téte-a-tétes. Everywhere
you look there is a heady mix of elegance, passion and culture.

Intimate Spaces
There'slittle moreromantic than escaping
the crowdsinapeaceful hideaway. Withits
cobbled streets, dreamy Montmartre (p162)
isfull of secret staircasesandlittle squares
affording scenic glimpses of the city spread
outbelow. Or flee the crowds witha trip to the
slopes of Parc des Buttes-Chaumont (p157).
Oneof the few parksinParis where youcan
actually sitonthegrass, it'sanideal spot fora
leisurely picnic-and

afterwards there'sa —
rowinglake todrift Anidyllic Corinthian
uponwhilereadinga templein Parc des
book of poetry aloud. Buttes-Chaumont
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Idyllic Views

Take the hand of the one youlove forastroll
alongParis's picturesqueriverside. Along the
LeftBank east of the Musée d'Orsay (p136),a
delightful traffic-free stretch called the Parc
Rivesde Seine enjoys sigh-worthy views of
two of the city’s mostromanticbridges, the
Pontdes Artsand Pont Neuf (p94). Break on
one of thebenches toadmire the view, or
holeupatawindow tableinamooredbarge-
restaurant andlet the world pass youby.

<«

TheEiffel \C ROMANTIC

Tower, as THINGSTO

glimpsed DOINPARIS

fromthe

embankment MuséedelaVie

N Romantique

Thissweetartmuseum

e i e

hasadelightful café.

Candlelit Cocktails
Sip cocktailsinadimly
litbar suchasLulu
White (p159).

Hot Air Balloon
Taketotheskiesina
tetheredballooninthe
Parc André- Citroén.

SecretCinema
Snuggleupinoneof the
"loveseats”at the MK2

Bibliothéque cinema.

A champagne toast to
Jamouroverlooking
the skyline of Paris

Romance on aPlate
Afteranafternoonmooning
about the dark nooks of Paris’s
galleries, even the staunchest
romantics needreplenishing.
Thegarden caféat the Petit
Palais (p125)is tucked away
frompryingeyes, while
Loulouat theMuséedes Arts
Décoratifs (p114)enjoysan
unbeatablelocationinthe
Tuileries gardens.

Anornately decorated

forindulgent meals

restaurantin Paris, perfect
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Aselection of nostalgic tins ondisplay

ILE DE LA CITE,
MARAIS AND
BEAUBOURG

The le de la Cité is where Paris began. This
tear-drop-shaped island on the Seine was settled
by Celtic tribes in the 3rd century BC; one of them,
the Parisii, eventually gave its name to the city.
The island offered a convenient river crossing on
the route between northern and southern Gaul
and was easily defended. In later centuries the
settlement was expanded by the Romans, the
Franks and the Capetian kings to form the nucleus
of today’s city. Connected to the island by bridge is
the tiny ile Saint-Louis, named after King Louis IX.
Situated to the north of the lle de la Cité on
the Seine’s right bank is the Marais district, encom-
passing the neighbouring Beaubourg area. Once
an area of marshland (marais means “swamp”), this
district grew steadily in importance from the
14th century, by virtue of its proximity to the
Louvre, the preferred residence of Charles V. Its
heyday was in the 17th century, when it became
a fashionable area for the monied classes.
Abandoned by its royal residents during the
789 Revolution, the Marais descended into an
architectural wasteland before being rescued in
the 1960s. Today its lively streets are packed with
contemporary art galleries, cutting-edge design
boutiques and handsome town houses, as well
as the eye-catchingly eclectic Pompidou Centre.
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AND BEAUBOURG

Must Sees

@ Notre-Dame

© CentrePompidou
© Ste-Chapelle

Experience More

O Conciergerie

© Palaisde]ustice

O Pont Neuf

@ Crypte Archéologique

© ilest-Louis

© Hoteldes Archeveques de Sens

@ st-Gervais-St-Protais

@ ForumdesHalles

@ st-Eustache

@ TourSt-Jacques

@ Muséed'Art et d'Histoire
duJudaisme

@ Hotelde Soubise

@ Hotelde Ville

@ MuséePicasso

@ Musée Carnavalet

@ Placedes Vosges

€@ Maison de Victor Hugo

@ Place delaBastille

Stay

(D Paris Perfect Flat Place Dauphine
(@ saint-Louisenllsle

(@ HételduJeudePaume
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NOTRE-DAME

@H5 @PlduParvisNotre-Dame MCité &21,38,47,58,70,72,81,82
[)Notre-Dame (@8am-6:30pm Mon-Fri, 8am-7:15pm Sat&Sun (Q1]an,
1May, 25Dec @notredamedeparis.fr

No other building is more associated with the history of Paris than
Notre-Dame (Our Lady). The “heart” of the country, both geographically
and spiritually, the cathedral rises majestically at the eastern end of the
ile de la Cité. A Gothic masterpiece, it is famed for its stained glass and
rose windows, towers, flying buttresses and gargoyles.

Notre-Dame is built on the site of a Roman
temple. After Pope Alexander Il laid the first
stone in 1163, an army of architects and crafts-
men toiled for 170 years to realize Bishop
Maurice de Sully’s magnificent design. At

the time it was finished, in about 1334, it

was 130 m (430 ft) long and featured flying
buttresses, a large transept, a deep choir

and 69-m- (228-ft-) high towers.

Within the cathedral’s hallowed walls,
kings and emperors were crowned and royal
Crusaders were blessed. But Notre-Dame was
also the scene of turmoil. Revolutionaries

ransacked it, banished religion, changed it into JeanRavy'sspectacular flying
a temple to the Cult of Reason, and then used buttresses, withaspanof15m (50 ft),
it as a wine store. Napoléon reinstated religion attheeastend of the cathedral

in 1804 and architect Viollet-le-Duc later
restored the building, replacing missing
statues, as well as raising the spire and fixing
the gargoyles. Both the pointed arch and the
rose window were made elsewhere in Paris,
but Notre-Dame is the finest Gothic church in
the city, and the most impressive of the early
French cathedrals.

After Pope Alexander Il laid the
foundation stone in 1163, an army of
architects and craftsmen toiled for )

. ) A Thecathedral'slegendary gargoyles
170years torealize Bishop Maurice (chiméres), hidingbehind alarge upper
de Sully’s magnificent design. gallery between the towers

1163 1708 1793 2013

A Foundation stone A Choir remodelled by A Revolutionaries loot A The cathedral

laid by Pope Louis XIV, fulfilling his the cathedral and celebrates its

Alexander III. father's promise to rename it Temple 850th anniversary.
honour the Virgin. of Reason.

Timeline



The West Front, featuring superb
statuary, acentralrose window
and anopenwork gallery

Must See

) INSIDERTIP

' Organ Recital
Therearefreeorgan
recitalsevery Saturday
at8pm. Theorganisone
of thelargestin France,
with fivekeyboardsand
nearly 8,000 pipes.
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Portal of
the Virgin

88

Inside Notre-Dame
Notre-Dame’s interior grandeur is instantly apparent on seeing

the high-vaulted central nave. This is bisected by a huge transept,

at either end of which are medieval rose windows, 13 m (43 ft) in
diameter. Works by major sculptors adorn the cathedral. Among
them are Jean Ravy’s old choir screen carvings, Nicolas Coustou’s
Pieta and Antoine Coysevox's Louis XIV statue.

Galerie des Chiméres

South tower

West rose
window

HIDDEN GEM

“May” Paintings
Thesereligious paintings
hangin theside chapels,
andinclude worksby The Kings’ Gallery
CharlesLeBrun.Inthe
17thand 18thcenturies,
theParisguilds pre-
sented a paintingto
the cathedralon May
day eachyear.

Spire

Transept

Illustration of
theNotre-Dame,
amonument of
nationalimportance



387

stepsup thenorth
towerlead tothe
famous gargoyles.

Flying buttresses

South rose window

Must See

(1) A14th-century screen
enclosed the chancel, offering
canonsat prayer some peace
fromnoisy congregations.

[2) Behind the highaltaris
Nicolas Coustou's Pieta,
standingonagildedbase.

(3) Only the north window
retainsitsstunning
13th-century stained glass.

AMEDIEVALROMANCE

Thel2th-centuryromance
between the monk Pierre Abélard
and the youngHéloisebeganin the
cloisters of Notre-Dame. Abélard
was hired asa tutor to the17-year-
oldnieceof acanon, andalove
affairsoondeveloped between the
teacherand his pupil. Inhis wrath,
Héloise's unclehad the scholar
castrated and Héloise took refuge
inaconvent.
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CENTRE
POMPIDOU

©@H3 @PIGPompidou MRambuteau, Chatelet, Hotel de Ville.

21,29, 38,47,58,69,70,72,74,75,76, 81, 85,96 OMNAM:
1lam-10pm Wed-Mon (to 11pm Thu); library: noon-10pm Wed-Mon
(from1lam Sat, Sun and public hols); Atelier Brancusi: 2-6pm Wed-Mon
@ centrepompidou.fr

Home to the Musée National d’Art Moderne (MNAM), with over 60,000
works of art from over 5,000 artists, the Pompidou holds Europe’s
largest collection of modern and contemporary art. Looking like a
building turned inside out, its exterior is as eye-catching as the works
on display within.

Blue: air
conditioning Did You Know?
Centre Pompidou's
collection was
originally housedin
thePalais de Tokyo.

EXPERIENCE Paris:lle de la Cité, Marais and Beaubourg




Exploring the Museum
The “historical” collections bring together
the great artistic movements of the first half
of the 20th century, from Fauvism to Abstract
Expressionism. The rich collection of Cubist
sculptures is displayed, as well as examples of
the great masters of the 20th century. Matisse,
Picasso, Braque, Duchamp, Kandinsky, Léger,
Mird, Giacometti and Dubuffet command
large areas at the heart of the collection,
which also shows the groups
and the movements on which
the history of modern art is
based, or by which it has been
affected, including Dada,
Abstract Art and Informal.
The contemporary art
section occupies the fourth
floor. The collection starts
with works by leading French
artists of the second half of
the 20th century: Louise
Bourgeois, Pierre Soulages,
Jean-Pierre Raynaud, Francois

Red: elevators
and escalators

Green: water

Yellow:
electricity

Thedistinctive
exterior of the
Pompidou, with
service pipes that
are colour coded
accordingto
their various
functions

Thestriking escalator
overlooking the piazza

Must See

With the Black Arc
(1912) by Vassily
Kandinsky

Le Rhinocéros(1999)
by Xavier Veilhan

Morellet and Bertrand Lavier. The display

is organized around a central aisle from
which the rooms lead off. Certain areas have
been designated to bring together different

disciplines around a theme

conceptual art rather than a
school or movement, while
other rooms are artist-
specific. Design and archi-
tecture are also covered,
and there is a “global” room
bringing together major
pieces by African, Chinese,
Japanese and American
artists. A graphic arts
exhibition room and a video

area complete the collection.

BRANCUSI'SSTUDIO

The Atelier Brancusi, onthe
piazza,isareconstruction

of the workshop of the
Romanian-bornartist
ConstantinBrancusi(1876-
1957), wholived and worked
inParis from1904 until his
death.Hebequeathed his
entire collection of works to
theFrench state on condition
that his workshop berebuilt
asitwasonthedayhedied.

such as minimalist painting or
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S1e-CHAPELLE

BG4 D8blvd duPalais 75001 ECité E21,27,38,85,96tolledelaCité
@St-Michel @)Notre-Dame @ Apr-Sep: 9am-7pmdaily; Oct-Mar: 9am-
5pmdaily (Q1]an,1May, 25Dec @sainte-chapelle.fr

Ethereal and magical, Ste-Chapelle has been hailed }"
as one of the greatest architectural masterpieces Spire "‘,
of the Western world. In the Middle Ages, the devout ) i:j;
likened this church to “a gateway to heaven”. Today, N '

no visitor can fail to be transported by the blaze
of light created by the 15 magnificent
stained-glass windows.

S . Crown of
The chapel was built in 1248 by Louis IX Thorns
to house Christ’s purported Crown of + decoration

Thorns (now housed in the Notre-

Dame treasury). A Gothic masterpiece, ¥
its stunning stained-glass windows — W
the oldest still surviving in Paris - are ik
separated by narrow columns that Yol

soar 15 m (50 ft) to the star-studded,
vaulted roof. The windows portray
more than 1,000 biblical scenes, from
Genesis to the Crucifixion, in a kalei-
doscope of red, gold, green, blue and
mauve. Servants and commoners
worshipped in the Lower Chapel, while
the Upper Chapel was reserved for the
use of the king and the royal family.

Rose
window

Therose window,
telling the story of
the Apocalypse Main portal



Must See

Did You_l(now'!

The spireis 75m (245 ft)
high.It waserectedin
1853 after four previous

spiresburned down.

Angel

Upper Chapel

) The Lower Chapelis

¥ , notas lightandloftyas
'ﬁ the Upper Chapel, butis
.\ stillmagnificent.

Re! _J (2) Thewindows of the

¥ Upper Chapel contain
A | 600sqm(6,458sqft)

* ofstainedglass.

,’. (3] Carved stone statues

i ofthe Apostlesadornthe
pillars of the Upper Chapel.

STLOUIS'SRELICS

LouisIX was extremely devout, and
was canonizedin 1297 notlong after
hisdeath.In1239, heacquired the
Crown of Thorns from the Emperor
of Constantinopleand, in1241,a
fragment of Christ’s Cross. He built
thischapelasashrinetohouse
them. Louis paid nearly three
times more for therelics than
for the construction of
Sainte-Chapelle. The

Crownof Thornsis now

Illustration of Ste-
keptatNotre-Dame.

Chapelle, alandmark
of nationalimportance
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Conciergerie

£G4 @2bdduPalais
75001 MCité (@9:30am-
6pmdaily (Q1]an,
1May, 25 Dec @paris.
conciergerie.fr

Forming part of the huge
Palais de Justice, the historic
Conciergerie served as a
prison from 1391 to 1914.
Henri IV's assassin, Francois
Ravaillac, was imprisoned
and tortured here in 1610.
During the Revolution, the
building was packed with over
4,000 prisoners. Its most

EXPERIENCE Paris: ile de la Cité, Marais and Beaubourg

INSIDERTIP

Ticket Savings
If youplanonvisiting
both the Conciergerie
and Ste-Chapelleonthe
sameday, youcansave
money bybuyinga
combined ticket, which
isalsovalid forayear, at
eithersight’s website.

The Conciergerie, withits /]\
medieval turreted towers,
overlooking theRiver Seine

‘94

notorious inmate was Marie
Antoinette, who was held in a
tiny cell until her execution in
1793. Others included proto-
feminist Charlotte Corday,
who stabbed revolutionary
leader Jean-Paul Marat. The
Conciergerie has a splendid
four-aisled Gothic hall, where
guards of the royal household
once lived. Renovated during
the 19th century, the building
retains its 11th-century tor-
ture chamber and an ornate
14th-century clock tower.

The site has been occupied
since Roman times, when it was
the governors' residence. It was
the seat of royal power, until
Charles V moved the court to
the Marais following a bloody
revolt in 1358. In April 1793
the notorious Revolutionary
Tribunal began dispensing
justice from the Premiére
Chambre Civile (or first civil
chamber). Today the site is
emblematic of Napoléon’s
great legacy — the French
judicial system.

PalaisdeJustice

£G4 D4bdduPalais
75001 [@Cité, Chatelet

B 9am-5pm Mon-Fri
QPublichols & Augrecess
@cours.appel.justice.fr

This huge block of buildings
making up the law courts of
Paris stretches the entire
width of the Tle de la Cité.

It is a charming sight with its
Gothic towers lining the quays.

Pont Neuf

G4 75001 MPont
Neuf, Cité

Despite its name (New Bridge),
this bridge is the oldest in Paris
and has been immortalized

by major literary and artistic
figures. The first stone was laid
by Henri lllin 1578, but it was
Henri IV (whose statue stands
at the centre) who inaugurated
itand gave it its name in 1607.

F -




Did You_l(now?

HenrilV'snickname,
Vertgalant, means “old
flirt”. Theking was
infamous for his
womanizing.

7 1O@

Crypte Archéologique

B@H5 @DParvisNotre-
Dame-7 plJean-Paulll
75004 MCité, Saint Michel
010am-6pm Tue-Sun
QPublic &religious hols
@crypte.paris.fr

Situated beneath the parvis
(main square) of Notre-Dame
and stretching 120 m (393 ft)
underground, the crypt was
opened in 1980. There are
Gallo-Roman streets and
houses with an underground
heating system, sections of
Lutetia’s 3rd-century BC wall
and remains of the cathedral.
Displays show the origins of
Paris as a Parisii settlement,
the Celtic tribe who inhabited
theisland 2,000 years ago.

R

Theornateinterior of

theBaroque church
of St-Louis-en-1Tle

0

ile St-Louis

0]5 @75004 MPont
Marie, Sully Morland St-
Louis-en-Ile19rue

Across Pont St-Louis from

Tle de la Cité, Tle St-Louis is a
little haven of quiet streets
and riverside quays. Replacing
the cattle pasture and wood
stock of old, today’s luxurious
restaurants and shops include
the famous ice-cream maker
Berthillon, at 29-31 rue St-
Louis-en-Tle. Almost every-
thing on the Tle was built in
Classical style in the 17th cen-
tury. The church of St-Louis-
en-l'fle, with its marble-and-
gilt Baroque interior, was
completed in 1726 from plans
by royal architect Louis de
Vau. Note the 1741 iron clock
at the church entrance, the
pierced iron spire and a plaque
given in 1926 by the city of

St Louis, Missouri.

The church is twinned with
Chapelle Saint-Louis de
Carthage in Tunisia, where
St Louis is buried.

St-LouisenlTle
B3ruePoulletier @9:30am-
1pm &2-7:30pmdaily (to 7pm
Sun, public hols) @saint
louisenlile.catholique.fr

0

Hotel des Arche-
vequesde Sens

©]5 D1rueduFiguier
75004 MPontMarie
10am-7:30pm Wed & Thu;
1-7:30pm Tue, Fri & Sat
QPublic hols

One of just a few medieval
buildings still standing in
Paris, the Hotel de Sens is
home to the Forney arts library.
During the period of the
Catholic League in the 16th
century, it was turned into a
fortified mansion and occupied
by the Bourbons, the Guises
and Cardinal de Pellevé.

o

St-Gervais-St-Protais

©]4 QPISt-Gervais 75004
MH6telde Ville @7:30am-
12:30pm &1-5:30pm Mon-
Fri (to2am Thu), 8:30am-
12:30pm &1-5:30pm
Sat&Sun

This church has magnificent
origins, which go all the way
back to the 6th century. It
boasts the earliest Classical
facade in Paris, dating from
1621, with a triple-tiered
arrangement of Doric, lonic
and Corinthian columns.
Composer Frangois Couperin
(1668-1733) arranged his two
Masses for the organ of this
late-Gothic church.
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Forumdes Halles

©H3 D101 Porte Berger
75001 MLesHalles,
Chatelet @Chatelet-Les-
Halles @Complex:10am-
8:30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-
7pm Sun; restaurants/
cinemas: 9am-11:30pm

@ forumdeshalles.com

Known simply as Les Halles
and built amid controversy
on the site of a famous fruit-
and-vegetable market, this
large underground complex
is covered by an undulating
glass-and-steel roof, known
as “La Canopée”, unveiled in
2016. Shops and restaurants
abound, and there are two
multi-screen cinemas, a gym
and swimming pool, and a
cinema resource centre, the
Forum des Images. At the
forum, you can choose from
thousands of cinema, tele-
vision and amateur films,
many featuring footage of the
city of Paris, which illustrates
the city’s history since 1895.
Above ground are peaceful
gardens, pergolas and
mini-pavilions.

ForumdesImages
D2rueduCinéma 12:30-
9pm Tue-Fri, 2-9pm Sat &
Sun @forumdesimages.fr

Thegreat glass-and- /l\
concrete Forumdes
Halles, and the sheltered
“Canopy” (inset)

[12)

St-Eustache

BG3 @2impasse
St-Eustache 75001
[MLesHalles, Chatelet
@Chatelet-Les-Halles
OHoursvary, check website
Msaint-eustache.org

With its Gothic plan and
Renaissance decoration,
St-Eustache is one of Paris’s
most beautiful churches. Its
interior is modelled on Notre-
Dame, with five naves and
side and radial chapels. The
Renassaince style flourished
over the course of the 105
years (1532-1637) it took to
complete the church, as
evident in the magnificent
arches, pillars and columns.
St-Eustache has hosted
many ceremonial events,
including the baptisms of
Cardinal Richelieu and Madame
de Pompadour, and the funer-
als of fabulist La Fontaine.
It was here that Berlioz first
performed his Te Deum in
1855. Today, talented choir
groups perform regularly, and
organ recitals are often held.

1@

Tour St-Jacques

@H4 BSqdelaTour St-
Jacques 75004 [MChatelet
Tower: Jun-Nov: 10am-
5pmFri-Sun; gardens:
year-round @desmotset
desarts.com

This late-Gothic tower, dating
from 1523, is all that remains
of a church used as a rendez-
vous by pilgrims on the road
to Compostela in Spain. The
church itself was destroyed by
revolutionaries in 1797.
Earlier, Blaise Pascal, the
17th-century mathematician,
physicist and writer, used the
tower for barometric expe-
riments. His statue is at the
base of the tower, now used
as a meteorological station.

—
Admiring the works
intheMuséedArtet
d'Histoire du Judaisme




mm@m?

Every winter thelarge
squarein front of the
Hotelde Villeis
transformedinto
anicerink.

< ISICI@)

Muséed'Artet
d’'Histoire duJudaisme

©2]3 DHobtelde St-Aignan,
71ruedu Tempe 75003
MRambuteau (B11am-6pm
Tue-Fri,10am-6pm Sat-Sun
QJewishhols @mabhj.org

Housed in a Marais mansion,
this museum brings together
collections formerly scattered
around the city, commemo-
rating the culture of French
Jewry from medieval times to
the present. Visitors learn
about the sizable Jewish com-
munity in France since Roman
times. Much exquisite crafts-
manship is displayed, with
elaborate silverware, Torah
covers, fabrics, and items of
fine Judaica and religious
objects for use both in the
synagogue and in the home.
There are also photographs,
paintings, cartoons and
historical documents, includ-
ing some on the anti-Semitic
Dreyfus Affair around the turn
of the 20th century.

0©®

Hotel de Soubise

)3 B60ruedesFrancs-
Bourgeois 75003 [@#014027
6096; tours: 0140276029
MRambuteau B10am-
5:30pm Mon, Wed-Fri,
2-5:30pm Sat & Sun
QPublichols

This mansion, built from 1705
to 1709 for the Princesse de
Rohan, holds the Musée des
Archives Nationales. It boasts a
majestic courtyard and 18th-
century interior decoration by
some of the best-known artists
of the time. Notable items
include Natoire’s rocaille work
in the princess’s bedchamber,
and Napoleon’s will.

[1¢)

Hotelde Ville

@H4 QPldel'Hotelde
Ville, 29 rue deRivoli 75004
[MHbtel-de-Ville @Hours
vary for exhibitions
QPublic hols, official
functions @paris.fr

The 17th-century town hall
was burned down by insur-
gents of the Paris Commune in
1871. It was replaced by a 19th-
century building, an example
of Third Republic architecture.

STAY

Paris Perfect Flat
Place Dauphine
Apartments with hotel
servicemake thisideal
for visitors who want to
feellikealocal.
G4 D25place
Dauphine 75001
@parisperfect.com

©©®

Saint-Louisenl'lsle
Elegantly decorated, it
offers comfort without
goingover the top.
@H5 @75rue Saint-
Louis-en-I'lle 75004
@saintlouisenlisle.com

©®

Hoteldu
Jeude Paume
Woodenbeamsin this
17th-century building,
alongwith the great
location, makeitadraw.
@]5 @54 rueSaint-
Louis-en-1'Tle 75004
Mjeudepaumehotel.com

©®
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MuséePicasso

©]4 @DHotelSalé,

5ruede Thorigny 75003
[@St-Sébastien Froissart,
St-Paul, Chemin Vert
10:30am-6pm Tue-Fri;
9:30am-6pm Sat, Sun &
hols) (Q1]an,1May, 25&31
Dec @museepicassoparis.fr

On the death of the Spanish-
born artist Pablo Picasso
(1881-1973), who lived most
of his life in France, the French
State inherited a quarter of his
works in lieu of death duties.
In 1986, it used them to create
the Musée Picasso in the
beautifully restored Hotel Salé.

Comprising 5,000 works,
including over 200 paintings,
158 sculptures, 88 ceramic
works, and 3,000 sketches and
engravings, this unique collec-
tion shows the huge range
and variety of Picasso’s work,
including examples from his
Blue, Pink and Cubist periods.
Highlights include his Blue
period Self-portrait, painted at
age 20; Still Life with Caned Chair,
which introduced collage to
Cubism; the Neo-Classical Pipes
of Pan; and The Crucifixion.

The museum frequently
loans canvases for exhibitions
elsewhere, so some works will
be on show in other galleries.

e @)

Musée Carnavalet

©J4 B16ruedesFrancs-
Bourgeois 75003
[@St-Paul, Chemin Vert
QClosed for major reno-
vationsuntil2020

M carnavalet.paris.fr

Devoted to the history of Paris
since prehistoric times, this vast
museum is in two adjoining
mansions. The interiors include
fully decorated rooms with
gilded panelling, furniture and
objets d'art; many works of
art, such as paintings and
sculptures of prominent per-
sonalities; and engravings
showing Paris being built.

PICASSO IN FRANCE

Bornin Spain, Pablo

Picasso firstmoved to
Parisin1904 asayoung
artist,drawnby thecity’s
bohemianartsceneand

raucous nightlife. Later he
settledin the south of France.
After1934, Picasso'srejection of
Franco'sregime meant he would
neverreturn tohishomeland.
Nonetheless, throughout hislife
inFrance he used Spanish themes
inhisart, suchasthebulland the

guitar, whichhe
associated with
his Andalusian
childhood.

The main building is the Hotel
Carnavalet, which was built asa
town house in 1548 by Nicolas
Dupuis. The literary hostess
Madame de Sévigné lived here
between 1677 and 1696, enter-
taining the intelligentsia of the
day and writing her celebrated
Lettres. Many of her belongings
are in the first-floor exhibition
covering the Louis XIV era.

PICASSO’'S
THEHEAD
OF AWOMAN

Inside Maison de Victor
Hugo, now amuseum of
theauthor'slifeand work

The 17th-century Hotel le
Peletier, opened in 1989,
features reonstructions of
early 20th-century interiors
and artifacts from the
Revolution and Napoleonic
era. The Orangery houses a
section devoted to Prehistory
and Gallo-Roman Paris. The
collection includes pirogues
discovered in 1992, during an




archaeological dig in the Parc
de Bercy, which unearthed a
Neolithic village.

[19)

Placedes Vosges

K4 @75003,75004
[MBastille, St-Paul

A perfectly symmetrical square,
Place des Vosges was laid

out in 1605 by Henri IV and is
considered among the most
beautiful in the world. Houses,
nine on each side, are built over
arcades that accommodate
antiques shops and fashion-
able cafés. The square has
hosted many historical events
over the centuries, including a
three-day tournament in cele-
bration of the marriage of Louis
XIIl to Anne of Austria in 1615.

201@)

Maisonde Victor Hugo

K4 D6 pldesVosges
75004 MBastille @10am-
6pmTue-Sun 1]an,
1May, 25Dec; May 2019 to
May 2020 @maisonvictor
hugo.paris.fr

The French poet, dramatist
and novelist Victor Hugo lived
on the second floor of what
was once the Hotel de Rohan-
Guéménée, the largest house
on the square, from 1832 to
1848. It was here that he
wrote most of Les Misérables.
On display are reconstructions
of some of the rooms in which
he lived, complete with his
desk, his mementos and draw-
ings from key periods of his
life, from his childhood to his
exile between 1852 and 1870.

A perfectly symmetrical square,
Place des Voges was laid outin 1605
by HenriIV and is considered among
the most beautiful in the world.

INSIDERTIP

“ Marais Mansions
Severalof the former
mansionsin the Marais
areopentothe public. If
thedoorsareopen, you
canstepinanddiscover
what'sinside.

2]

Place delaBastille
BK5 75004 MBastille

Nothing remains of the prison
stormed by the revolutionary
mob on 14 July 1789, thus
sparking the French Revolution.
The 50-m (164-ft) Colonne
de Juillet stands in the middle
of the traffic-clogged square
to honour the victims of the
July Revolution of 1830.On
the south side is the 2,700-
seat Opéra National de Paris
Bastille, completed in 1989.
To the south of the square
is Bassin de ['Arsenal marina,
with bars, restaurants, galleries
and the Jardin de lArsenal.




EXPERIENCE Paris:lle de la Cité, Marais and Beaubourg

A SHORT WALK

ILE DE LA CITE

Distance 1.5km (1 mile) Nearest metro Cité
Time 20 minutes

The origins of Paris are on the lle de la Cité, the Agrisly The colourful Marché
boat-shaped island on the Seine first inhabited antechamber to ~auxFleurs Reine
over 2,000 years ago by Celtic tribes. There is the é’“’”‘f“”e' the il'z,a/beth Iis one of
no older place in Paris, and remains of the first p”.s::;:g:;c': ﬂ‘;cvsei{?;vrfe';ag;ﬁ
buildings can still be seen today in the archaeo- used in the are still sold at the

logical crypt under the square in front of Revolution (p94).
Notre-Dame. A stroll of this part of the city
takes you from one Parisian icon - the
great medieval cathedral - to another:

the Gothic masterpiece that is
Ste-Chapelle.

Sunday market.

The Cour du Mai

is the impressive
main courtyard of
the Palais de Justice.

A jewel of Gothic
architecture, and one of -,
the most magical sights

in Paris, Ste-Chapelle
is noted for the
maghnificence of its
stained glass (p92).

The Quai des Orfévres
owes its name to the
goldsmiths (orfévres) who
frequented the area from
medieval times onwards.

With its ancient towers lining The Préfecture de

the quays, the Palais de Justice Police was the scene of a
has a history that extends back number of intense battles
over 16 centuries (p94). during World War II.

Deep under the square, in
the Crypte Archéologique,
lie the remains of houses
from 2,000 years ago (p95).

Ariverside view
of the Conciergerie,
aformer prison



ILE DE LA CITE
AND ILE ST-LOUIS

Locator Map
For more detail see p72

Patronssitting outside one
of thedelightful caféson
the quaint Rue Chanoinesse

Did You_l(now?

Once an orp f.’q"qge’ Touristsoftendrop
the Hotel Dieu is now " N P!
. : coinson Point Zéro's
acity hospital. .
plaqueorspinaround
onone foot for
Point Zéro is the point good luck.

from which all distances
are measured in France.

The Rue Chanoinesse has
many charming old restaurants,
cafés and shops.

The quaint streets of
the Ancien Cloitre
Quartier were once
home to medieval
clergymen and students.

Notre-Dame cathedral
is a superb example

of French medieval
architecture (p86).

The peaceful Square
Jean XXIll is close
to the river.

0 metres 100

0 yards 100

The Statue of Charlemagne
commemorates the King of the
Franks, who was crowned emperor
in 800. He united all the Christian
peoples of the West.
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Theopulent gilt Grand Foyer of the Opéra National de Palais Garnier

TUILERIES
AND OPERA

Philip Il, the first king of France, built a defensive
fortress on the outskirts of medieval Paris in

1190 which became known as the Louvre Castle.
This was soon surrounded by a dense urban
settlement. Francois | took up residence here in
1528 and destroyed the castle in favour of a larger
residence, inaugurating centuries of specially
commissioned gardens and buildings. The formal
gardens of the Tuileries, running alongside the
Louvre, were created by Marie de’ Medici in 1564
on the site of medieval tile factories, exclusively
for royal use. Following the French Revolution of
1789, they were opened to the public. That year,
the revolutionary government erected a guillotine
in the grandiose place de la Concorde, at the
westernmost end of the garden, and it was there
that King Louis XVI and his wife, Marie-Antoinette,
were executed. In 1793 the palace was opened to
the public as a national museum.

Following the downfall of the monarchy, the
area remained affluent. Its broad leafy grands
boulevards and elegant squares were part of Baron
Haussmann'’s extensive 19th-century moderniza-
tion of the city. The iconic Opéra National de
Palais Garnier is another landmark in the area.
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Theunmistakable glass
pyramid of theLouvrein
the Cour Napoléon

QOBO®O,

MUSEE DU
L OUVRE

Did You_l(now‘!

Napoleon temporarily
renamed the museum
after himself and hung
the Mona Lisain
hisbedroom

©@F3 @PlduLouvre MPalais-Royal Musée duLouvre &21, 24,27,
39,48,68,69,72,81,95 @Chatelet-Les-Halles @ Louvre @9am-6pm
Wed-Mon (to 9:45pm Wed & Fri) (Q1]an, 1 May & 25 Dec @louvre.fr

First opened to the public in 1793 after the Revolution, the Louvre
contains one of the most important art collections in the world.

Its stunning architecture makes it an icon of Paris.

Constructed as a fortress in 1190 by King Philippe-Auguste to
protect Paris against Viking raids, the Louvre lost its imposing
keep during the reign of Francois | (1514-47), who replaced it
with a Renaissance-style building. Thereafter, four centuries of
French kings and emperors improved and enlarged it. A glass
pyramid designed by | M Pei was added to the main courtyard
in 1989, from which all of the galleries can be reached.

The Louvre’s treasures can be traced back to the 16th-
century collection of Francois |, who purchased many Italian
paintings, including the Mona Lisa (La Gioconda). At the time
of Louis XIV's reign (1643-1715) there were a mere 200 works,
but donations have augmented the collection ever since.

GALLERY GUIDE

Eightdepartments
arespread over four
floors: Near Eastern
antiquities; Egyptian
antiquities; Greek,
Etruscanand Roman
antiquities; Islamicart;
sculptures; decorative
arts; paintings; and
printsand drawings.



ehalldesigned
sive6.2m (20.5ft)

edelaConcorde.
1 highby9.8m(32ft)wide.

uillaume Coustou
(3) The Coronation of Napoléonby Jacques-

hitect M Pei.

once stood near the Pla

(2) The Marly Horses by
uis Davidisanimpres

partof themodernentranc
by Chinese Americanar

(1) Thissculptural spiral staircase forms
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EXPERIENCE Paris: Tuileries and Opéra

/l\ Lying-in-State of St Bonaventura
(c1629) by Francisco de Zurbardn

EUROPEAN PAINTING:

1200 TO 1850

Painting from northern Europe
is well covered, with works by
Flemish, Dutch, German and
English artists including
Jan van Eyck, Vermeet, Hans
Holbein and J M W Turner.
The Spanish collection tends
towards depictions of the
tragic side of life, although
several portraits by Goya
arein a lighter vein.

The large collection of
Italian paintings covers the

period 1200 to 1800. Key
figures of the early Renaissance
are here, including Giotto and
Raphaél. Several paintings by
Leonardo da Vinci are as
enchanting as his Mona Lisa.

The French collection ranges
from the 14th century to
1848. There are superb works
by Jean Fouquet, George de
la Tour and ) A Watteau, as
well as ) H Fragonard, master
of the Rococo.

THENOTORIOUS
MONALISA

AcquiredbyKing
Francois], this portrait
of amysterious woman
wasoneof thefirst
paintingsdisplayedin
theLouvrewhenthe
museum opened. For
many yearsit was
simply one da Vinci
workamongmany,
butthatallchanged
whenthe painting
wasstolenin1911. The
much-publicized theft
pushed theartwork
intothepubliceye,
withreproductions
appearingaround the
world. Its popularity
hasnotdwindledsince.

EUROPEAN SCULPTURE:

1100 TO 1850

Early Flemish and German
sculpture in the collection has
many masterpieces including
an unusual life-size nude
figure of the penitent Mary
Magdalene by Gregor Erhart
(early 16th century). The
French section opens with
early Romanesque works,
such as the figure of Christ by
a 12th-century Burgundian

«—
Saint Mary Magdalene
(c1515-20) by
Gregor Erhart

sculptor, and a Head of

St Peter. With its eight black-
hooded mourners, the Tomb
of Philippe Pot is one of the
more unusual pieces.

The works of Pierre Puget
have been assembled inside
the Cour Puget, while the
Cour Marly houses the Marly
Horses and other master-
pieces of French sculpture.

The Italian sculpture
collection includes pre-
Renaissance work by Duccio
and Donatello, and later
masterpieces such as Michel-
angelo’s Slaves and Cellini’s
Nymph of Fontainebleau.



Serpentinestone
plate (1st century/
9thcentury AD)

Must See

DECORATIVE ARTS

The Louvre has well over
8,000 “decorative art”
objects, including jewellery,
silver and glassware,
bronzes, porcelain,
snuffboxes and armour.
Many of these precious
objects are from the
Abbey of St-Denis, where
the kings of France were
buried. The treasures include
a serpentine stone plate from
the 1st century AD with a
9th-century border of gold
and precious stones, and
the golden sceptre made for
King Charles V in about 1380.

The French crown jewels include the
coronation crowns of Louis XV and
Napoleon, and the Regent, one of the
purest diamonds in the world.

The French crown jewels
include the coronation crowns
of Louis XV and Napoleon,
and the Regent, one of the
purest diamonds in the world.

The large collection of
French furniture ranges from
the 16th to the 19th centuries.
On display are important
pieces by prominent furniture-
makers such as André-Charles
Boulle, who was cabinet-
maker to Louis XIV.

In 2012, the Islamic Art
Department opened in the
Cour Visconti, with around
18,000 objects on display
covering 3,000 years of his-
tory from three continents.
The museum also has a num-
ber of decorative art galleries
dedicated to objects from the
reign of Louis XIV and the
18th century.

NEAR EASTERN, EGYPTIAN,
GREEK, ETRUSCAN AND
ROMAN ANTIQUITIES

The range of antiquities is
impressive, with objects
from the Neolithic period
to the fall of the Roman
Empire. Important works of
Mesopotamian art include the
seated figure of Ebih-il, from
2400 BC, while the warlike
Assyrians are represented
by delicate carvings and a
spectacular reconstruction
of part of Sargon II's (722-705
BC) palace. A fine example of
Persian art is the enamelled
brickwork depicting the king
of Persia’s personal guard of
archers (5th century BQ).
Most Egyptian art was
made for the dead to take to
the afterlife. One exquisite
example is the tiny carved
funeral chapel built for a high
official in about 2500 BC.
A special crypt dedicated to
the god Osiris contains some
colossal sarcophagi and
mummified animals.

The departments of Greek,
Roman and Etruscan
antiquities contains some
exceptional pieces. The two
most famous Greek statues
in the Louvre, the Winged
Victory of Samothrace and the
Venus de Milo, belong to the
Hellenistic period (late 3rd
to 2nd century BC), when
more natural-looking human
forms were beginning to be
produced. The star of the
Etruscan collection is the
terracotta Sarcophagus of
the Cenestian Couple, while
the many fine pieces in the
Roman section include a bust
of Agrippa and a splendid,
powerful bronze head of
Emperor Hadrian from the
2nd century AD.

—

Winged Victory of
Samothrace (c190BC)
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EXPERIENCE MORE

2 GO

Musée Grévin

G2 ©10bd Montmartre
75009 @Bourse, Grands
Boulevards @39am-5pm
Mon-Sat (07 Jan-8 Feb
@grevin-paris.com

Founded in 1882, this is a
Paris landmark, on a par with
Madame Tussauds. The histori-
cal scenes include Louis XIV at
Versailles and the arrest of
Louis XVI. Notable figures from
the worlds of art, politics, film
and sport are also on display.
On the first floor is a holog-
raphy section devoted to
optical tricks. The museum
also houses a 212-seat theatre
that stages recitals, follies and
poetry events.

3 1@)

LaMadeleine

BE2 QPldelaMadeleine
75008 MMadeleine
9:30am-7pmdaily
@eglise-lamadeleine.com

Modelled after a Greek temple,
La Madeleine was begun in
1764, but not consecrated until
1845. Before that, there were
proposals to turn it into a stock
exchange, a bank or a theatre.
Corinthian columns encircle
the building, supporting a
sculptured frieze. Three

ceiling domes crown the inside,
richly decorated with rose
marble and gilt sculptures.

+ J@IC)

LesPassages
G2 B75002 MBourse

The early-19th-century galeries
or passages, (the glass-roofed
shopping arcades), are found
mainly between boulevard
Montmartre and rue St-Marc.
They house an eclectic mixture
of small stores selling anything
from designer jewellery to rare
books and art supplies. One of
the most charming is Galerie
Vivienne (off rue Vivienne or
rue des Petits Champs) with
its mosaic floor and excellent
wine bar.

Place Venddome
@F2 375001 MTuileries

Perhaps the best example of
18th-century elegance in the
city, the 17th-century architect

Jules Hardouin-Mansart’s royal
square was begun in 1698 and
remains largely intact. The
original plan was to house
academies and embassies
behind its arcaded fagades,
but instead bankers moved

in and created sumptuous
mansions for themselves. The
most famous residents include
Frédéric Chopin, who died here
in 1848 at No 12, and César
Ritz, who established his
famous hotel at No 15 in 1898.

e

Marochetti's sublime Mary
Magdalene Ascending to
HeaveninLaMadeleine
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OpéraNationalde
Paris Garnier

[F1-2 DPlacedel'Opéra
75009 MOpéra @10am-
5pmdaily (Q1Jan,1May &
specialevents [Moperade
paris.fr

Sometimes compared to a
giant wedding cake, this lavish
building was designed by
Charles Garnier for Napoleon
IIlin 1862. The Prussian War
and the 1871 uprising delayed
the opening until 1875. Its
unique appearance is down

to a mixture of materials,
including stone, marble and

Anaudience enjoying
aperformanceatthe
OpéraNationalde
Paris Garnier, and star
ballerina Aurélie
Dupont (inset)

bronze, and styles, ranging
from Classical to Baroque
with a number of columns,
friezes and sculptures on
the exterior.

Inside, the opera house is
famous for its Grand Staircase
made of white Carrara marble,
topped by a huge chandelier
(weighing 8 tonnes and bearing
340 lights), and the Grand
Foyer, its domed ceiling
covered in mosaics. The five-
tiered, horseshoe-shaped
auditorium is adorned in red
velvet, gold leaf and plaster
cherubs, with a false ceiling
painted by pioneering artist
Marc Chagallin 1964. It is
primarily used for dance, but
shares operatic productions
with the Opéra National de
Paris Bastille.

Inside, the opera house is famous for its
Grand Staircase made of white Carrara marble,
topped by a huge chandelier, and the Grand
Foyer, its domed ceiling covered in mosaics.

EAT &
DRINK

Pascade
Discoverinnovative
crépes, stuffed with

gourmet fillings.
@F2 D14rueDaunou
75002 QSun &Mon
@pascade.fr

©®

Chartier
Abudget-friendly
favourite for tasty

Frenchclassics.
G2 D7ruedu
Faubourg Montmartre
75009 @bouillon
chartier.com

®

Harry’s New York Bar
Birthplace of the Bloody
Mary, it's tradition to
makeastop here.
@F2 Q5rueDaunou
75002 @harrysbar.fr
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Muséedel'Orangerie

©E3 @]ardindes Tuileries,
placedelaConcorde 75001
@Concorde @9am-6pm
Wed-Mon (@1 Mayam,
14]ul, 25Dec @musee-
orangerie.fr

Paintings from Claude Monet’s
crowning work, representing
part of his water lily series, fill
the two oval upper floor rooms.
Known as the Nymphéas, most
of the canvases were painted
between 1899 and 1921.

This superb work is com-
plemented by the Walter-
Guillaume collection, including
27 Renoirs, notably Young Girls
at the Piano, works by Soutine
and 14 Cézannes, including his
evocative The Red Rock. Pablo
Picasso is represented by
works including The Female
Bathers, and Rousseau by nine
paintings, notably The Wedding.
Other works include paintings
by the likes of Matisse, Derain,
Utrillo and Modigliani.

0

PlacedelaConcorde
BE3 BD75008 @MConcorde

One of most magnificent and
historic squares in Europe, the
place de la Concorde was a

People enjoyingamild
summer eveninginthe
Jardindes Tuileries

swamp until the mid-18th
century. It became the place
Louis XV in 1775, when royal
architect Jacques-Ange
Gabriel was asked by the
king to design a suitable
grand setting for an eques-
trian statue of himself. The
monument, which lasted
here less than 20 years, was
replaced by the guillotine
(the Black Widow, as it came
to be known), and the square
was renamed place de la
Révolution. On 21 January
1793 Louis XVl was beheaded,
followed by over 1,300 other
victims, including Charlotte
Corday (Marat’s assassin),
Marie Antoinette, Madame

Did You_l(now?

Monet made some 250
paintingsof the water
lilies. About 60are on
viewinthe Musée
del'Orangerie.

du Barry and revolutionary
leaders Danton and
Robespierre. The blood-
soaked square was optimisti-
cally renamed place de la
Concorde, after the Reign of
Terror finally came to an end
in 1794. In the 19th century a
3,300-year-old Luxor obelisk
was presented to King Louis-
Philippe as a gift from the
viceroy of Egypt (who also
donated Cleopatra’s Needle
in London), and two fountains

W
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Visitors admiring Monet's
Water Lilies (Nymphéas), in
the Muséedel'Orangerie

and eight statues personifying
French cities were added to
the square.

Flanking rue Royale on the
north side of the square are
two of Gabriel's Neo-Classical
mansions, the Hotel de la
Marine and the exclusive
Hétel Crillon.

Jardin des Tuileries

@F3 ©75001 MTuileries,
Concorde @Apr, May &
Sep:7am-9pm; Jun-Aug:
7am-11pm; Oct-Mar:
7:30am-7:30pm

The Galerie Nationale du Jeude Paume, housedin the
formerroyal court where nobles played handball

north side of the Tuileries
Gardens. When réal (royal)
tennis was replaced by

lawn tennis, an Impressionist
museum was eventually
founded here. The courts
were later converted into

an art gallery and exhibition
space, which now hosts
rotating exhibitions of
photography, video and film,
and talks with photographers.

L GIGICIE)

Galerie Nationale
duJeude Paume
These Neo-Classical gardens
once belonged to the Palais
des Tuileries, which the
Communards razed to the
ground in 1871. Forming
part of the landscaped area
between the Louvre and the
Champs-Elysées, they were

©E3 QJardindesTuileries,
1placedelaConcorde
75008 MConcorde @1lam-
9pm Tue, 11am-7pm Wed-
Sun (Q1]an, 1May, 25Dec
Mjeudepaume.org

The Jeu de Paume - literally

laid out in the 17th century by
André Le Nétre, who created
the broad central avenue and
geometric topiary. Ongoing
restoration has created a new
garden with lime and chestnut
trees, and modern sculptures.

“game of the palm” - was built
as two royal tennis courts by
Napoleon Il in 1851 on the

JEUDE PAUME

Noblesusedtoplaya
version of handball, jeu
de paume,inthe former
royalcourtthat today
houses the Galerie
NationaleduJeude
Paume. Frenchplayers
would yell“tenez" or
“takeit”totheir oppo-
nents. Asthegame
evolved, theworddid,
too, and theEnglish
begantocallit tennis,
orreal tennis,and used
racquetsinstead of
theirhands. Later, the
JeudePaumebecame
astorehouseduring
World Warll, where
Nazisstashed stolen
art. Those deemed
offensive, forexample
many Picassoand Dali
paintings, wereburned
infrontofitin1942.
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Palais Royal

©F3 QPalace: PlduPalais
Royal75001; gardens: 6 rue
de Montpensier MPalais
Royal @Apr-Sep: 8am-
10:30pmdaily; Oct-Mar:
8am-8:30pmdaily
Mdomaine-palais-royal.fr

This former royal palace, built
by Cardinal Richelieu in the
early 17th century, passed
to the Crown on his death
and became the childhood
home of Louis XIV. Under the
18th-century royal dukes of
Orléans, it became the epi-
centre of brilliant gatherings,
interspersed with periods of
gambling and debauchery.
It was from here that the
clarion call to revolution
roused the mobs to storm
the Bastille on 14 July 1789.
Today the south section
of the building houses the
Councils of State and the
Ministry of Culture. Just to the
west is the Comédie Francaise,
established by Louis XIV in
1680. The gardens are about
one-third smaller than the
original ones, laid out by the
royal gardener for Cardinal
Richelieu in the 1630s. This
is due to the construction,
between 1781 and 1784, of
60 uniform houses that border
three sides of the square.
These days, restaurants, art
galleries and specialist shops
line the square, which has
counted such luminaries as

Did You_l(now?

Daniel Buren'sstriped
columnsinthePalais
Royal'scourtyard
aretheartworkthat
Parisianslove
tohate.

The Arcde Triomphedu
Carrousel, crowned by
Victoryridingachariot

Jean Marais, Jean Cocteau and
Colette among its famous
former residents.

The courtyard contains
the black-and-white stone
columns that form conceptual
artist Daniel Buren'’s Les Deux
Plateaux, installed here in 1986,
despite opposition about their
suitability for the space. Today,
they are loved by children and
skateboarders alike.

[12)

St-Roch

BF3 D296rue St-

Honoré 75001 @ Tuileries,
Pyramides (@Sep-Jun:
8:30am-7pmdaily; Jul-Aug:
9am-7pm Tue-Sun (ANon-
religious publichols
@paroisse saintroch.fr

This remarkably long church,
unusually set on a north-south
axis, was designed by Jacques
Lemercier, the renowned archi-
tect of Paris’s iconic
Louvre museum,
and its foun-
dation stone
was laid
by Louis XIV in
1653.The
churchisa
treasure trove
of exquisitely
preserved

Displaysofartand
designat the Musée
des Arts Décoratifs

religious art, much of it
surviving from now-vanished
churches and monasteries.
Contained within its peaceful
walls are the tombs of the
playwright Pierre Corneille, the
royal gardener André Le Nétre
and the Enlightenment
philosopher and art critic
Denis Diderot.

13169

Muséedes Arts
Décoratifs

@F3 @QPalaisdulLouvre,
107-111ruedeRivoli 75001
[MPalaisRoyal, Tuileries
Museum: 11am-6pm Tue-
Sun (to9pm Thu); library:
1-6pmMon & Thu, 10am-
6pm Tue, Wed, Fri (Q1]an, 1
May, 25Dec @madparis.fr

Occupying the northwest
wing of the Palais du Louvre
(along with the Musée de la
Publicité and the Musée de

la Mode et du Textile), this
museum offers an eclectic mix
of decorative art and domestic
design ranging from the
Middle Ages to the present



day. The Art Nouveau and Art
Deco rooms include a recon-
struction of couturier Jeanne
Lanvin’s home. Other floors

show Louis XIV, XV and XVI
styles of decoration and furni-
ture. Works by contemporary
designers and artists, such

as the Bouroullec brothers,
are represented. Fashion,
advertising and graphic design
collections are displayed at
temporary exhibitions. The
restaurant has amazing views
over the Jardin du Tuileries.

Arcde Triomphe du
Carrousel

@F3 @PlduCarrousel
75001 MPalais Royal

This vast rose-marble arch,

at the entrance to the Jardin
des Tuileries, was built by
Napoleon to celebrate various
military triumphs, notably the
Battle of Austerlitz in 1805.
The crowning statues, added
in 1828, are copies of the
famous Horses of St Mark’s,
which Napoleon had stolen
from Venice and was subse-
quently forced to return

after his defeat
at Waterloo
in 1815.

STAY

Le Meurice
Rococoluxury sits
sideby side modern
comfortsat this palace
hotel with Michelin-
starredrestaurant.
BE3 @228ruedeRivoli
75001 @dor
chestercollection.com

©e®

Hotel Thérése
A chicboutique-hotel
with cocooningrooms
individually decorated
inasoothingpalette.
@F3 Q5rue Thérese
75001
Mhoteltherese.fr

©®

Grand Hétel du
Palais Royal
Overlooking the Palais
Royalgardens, this
luxury hotelhasa
secluded feel.
©G3 @4ruede Valois
75001 @grand
hoteldupalaisroyal.com

©e®






Illuminated by thousands of lights as dusk falls, the Eiffel Tower

CHAMPS-ELYSEES
AND INVALIDES

Bisected by the River Seine, this area was a
suburb of Paris during the Middle Ages. The rue
du Faubourg St-Honoré began as a medieval dirt
road, connecting outlying western villages to the
city market. In 1616, Queen Marie de’ Medici com-
missioned a tree-lined approach road through the
countryside to the former Palais des Tuileries.
Named the Champs-Elysées in the 18th century,
its crowning glory, the Arc de Triomphe, was com-
missioned by Napoleon | in 1806, after his great
victory at the Battle of Austerlitz. The Baroque
construction of the Hétel des Invalides, built to
house wounded military veterans, brought about
subsequent urbanization. The neighbourhood
was especially popular with nobles, who built
impressive palaces, and has strong military
connections as the home of the Ecole Militaire.

In 1889, its parade ground staged the Universal
Exhibition, to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the Revolution, with the main draw then and
now - the Eiffel Tower.
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Experience More

© Pont Alexandrelll

O AvenuedesChamps Elysées
@ PalaisdelElysée

© GrandPalais

@ PetitPalais

© PalaisdeChaillot

@ LesEgouts

@ MuséedArt Moderne
delaVilledeParis

@ Jardins du Trocadéro
@ EgliseduDsme

@ HoteldesInvalides
@ MuséeRodin

@ Ecole Militaire

@ UNESCO

@ Musée duQuaiBranly
@ MuséeMaillol

Eat

() LAstrance

() Pierre Gagnaire

(® Relaisdel'Entrecdte

(® CcaféChristian Constant
(® David Toutain

(® Arpége

Drink

(@ LeBarat the Four Seasons
George V Hotel

Bar de'Hdtel Belmont

(® BarKléber at the Peninsula

LeBarBotanisteat the Shangri-La

() LeBar duBristol



shieldsjustbelow the
Arc'sroof eachbear the
name of a victorious
Napoleonicbattle.

i

Thegolden tones
of the Arc's stonework,
highlighted by the sunset
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Must See

ARC DE TRIOMPHE

©B1 @PlaceCharles de Gaulle 75008 M@ Charles de Gaulle-Etoile 822,30, 31,52,73,92
toplCharlesde Gaulle @ Apr-Sep: 10am-11pmdaily; Oct-Mar: 10am-10:30pm daily QAll

day1]an,1May, 25 Dec; mornings only 8 May, 14 Jul, 11 Nov @paris-arc-de-triomphe.fr
Situated at the heart of Place Charles de Gaulle, overlooking the Champs-Elysées,

the Arc de Triomphe was commissioned by Napoleon to celebrate France’s military
might. The exterior is adorned with sculptures depicting various battles, while the

viewing platform at the top affords one of the best views in Paris.

After his greatest victory, the Battle of Austerlitz in 1805,
Napoleon promised his men they would “go home beneath
triumphal arches”. The first stone of what was to become
the world’s most famous triumphal arch was laid the
following year, but disruptions to architect Jean Chalgrin’s
plans and the demise of Napoleonic power delayed
completion of this monumental building until 1836.
Standing 50 m (164 ft) high, the Arc is now the customary
starting point for victory celebrations and parades.

e

Thetwelve
avenues
radiating
fromPlace
Charles

de Gaulle

NUPTIAL PARADE

In1809, Napoleondivorced
his wife Josephine because
she wasunable tobear
him children. A diplomatic
marriage was arrangedin
1810 with Marie-Louise,

daughter of the Austrian
emperor. Napoleon was
determined toimpress his
brideby going through the
Arcontheir way tothe
wedding, but work had
barely started, so Chalgrin
built a full-scale mock-up
of thearchonthesite for

The symbolic torch
at the Tomb of the the couple topassbeneath.
Unknown Soldier
1806 1815 1919
V Napoleon commissions Napoleon abdicates Allied armies
Chalgrin to build the after defeat at the parade through
triumphal Arc following Battle of Waterloo, the Arc to
the Battle of Austerlitz causing work on the celebrate the end
in the previous year. Arc to cease. of World War 1.
AN
I 7
o 1836 1944
‘ King Louis-Philippe A De Gaulle leads
y completes the Arc the crowd from the
; Q during the Bourbon Arc following the
iE . Restoration. liberation of Paris.

e
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CIFFEL TOWER

B4 QQuaiBranly and Champ-de-Mars @Bir-Hakeim &42, 69,72, 82,

87 toChamp-de-Mars @Champ-de-Mars @ Tour Eiffel @Sep-Jun: . ',%
9:30am-11:45pm daily (6:30pm for stairs); Jul & Aug: 9am-12:45am il

(014 Jul @Wtoureiffel.paris

An impressive feat of engineering and the most distinctive
symbol of Paris, the Eiffel Tower stands 324 m (1,063 ft) tall

and offers unrivalled views over the city.

Originally built to impress visitors to the 1889
Universal Exhibition the Eiffel Tower (Tour
Eiffel) was meant to be a temporary addition
to the Paris skyline. Built by the engineer
Gustave Eiffel, it was fiercely decried by
19th-century aesthetes — it is said that the
author Guy de Maupassant frequently ate
lunch at the tower as it was the only place he
could avoid seeing it. The world’s tallest
structure until 1931, when New York’s Empire
State Building was completed, the tower is
now an icon of Paris and attracts 7 million
visitors a year. The glass-floored first level
houses a visitor centre and an interactive
museum chronicling the history of the tower.

The view from the tower,
rangingup to72km (45 miles)

THETOWER
IN FIGURES

276 m (905 ft):
theheightof the
viewinggallery
onthethirdlevel.

1,665: thenumber
of stepsleading up
tothethirdlevel.

2.5 million: the number
ofrivetsholding the
tower together.

7cm(2.5in):the
maximumamount
the towereversways.

10,100 tonnes: the
tower's total weight.

60 tonnes: theamount
of paintneeded to
decorate theironwork.

18cm (7in): how far
thetopcanmovein
acurveunder the
effectof heat.

e

TheEiffel
Tower under
construction
inApril 1888,
lessthan
halfway
complete




Must See

Did You_l(now‘!rl‘

FranzReicheltdiedin
1912 afterattempting
to fly from the parapet

usingamodified cape

aswings.

Aview of theEiffel
Tower fromthe]Jardins
duTrocadéro
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EXPERIENCE MORE

Pont AlexandreIll

©D3 75008 MChamps-
Elysées-Clemenceau,
Invalides

This is Paris’s prettiest bridge,
with exuberant Art Nouveau
decoration of gilt and bronze
lamps, cupids and cherubs,
nymphs and winged horses at
either end. It was built between
1896 and 1900 to commemo-
rate the 1892 French-Russian
alliance, and in time for the
Universal Exhibition of 1900.
Pont Alexandre Ill was named
after Tsar Alexander Il (father
of Nicholas I), who laid the
foundation stone in 1896.

The style of the bridge
reflects that of the Grand
Palais, to which it leads on the
Right Bank, and the construc-
tion is a marvel of 19th-century
engineering. It consists of a
6-m- (18-ft-) high single-span
steel arch across the Seine. The
design was subject to strict
controls that prevented the
bridge from obscuring the
view of the Champs-Elysées
or the Invalides, so today you
can still enjoy the views.

Dazzling Pont Alexandrelll,
withits flamboyant
ArtNouveaudecoration

Avenuedes Champs-
Elysées

©@c2 75008 MCharlesde
Gaulle-Etoile, George V,
FranklinDRoosevelt,
Champs-Elysées-
Clemenceau, Concorde

The majestic tree-lined
“avenue of the Elysian Fields”
(the mythical Greek heaven
for heroes), first laid out in
the 1660s by the landscape
designer André Le Nétre,
forms a 3-km (2-mile) straight
line from the huge place de
la Concorde to the Arc de
Triomphe. The 19th century
saw it transformed into an
elegant boulevard (pedestrian-
only on the first Sunday of
every month), lined with cafés
and restaurants.

The Champs-Elysées keeps
a special place in the French
heart. National parades are
held here, and the finish of
the annual Tour de France
cycle race is always on the
Champs-Elysées. Above all,
ever since the homecoming
of Napoleon’s body from
St Helena in 1840, it has been

the place where Parisians
congregate at times of major
national celebration. The
famed Christmas market
normally held on the Champs-
Elysées was relocated to the
Tuileries for 2018 and 2019.

Palaisdel’Elysée

©@D2 @55rueduFaubourg-
St-Honoré 75008 [@St-
Philippe-du-Roule ATo
the public @elysee.fr

Built in 1718 and backing

onto splendid English-style
gardens, the Elysée Palace has
been the official residence of
the French President since
1848. Several occupants left
their mark. Louis XV's mistress,
Madame de Pompadour, had
the whole site enlarged. After
the Revolution, it became a
dance hall. In the 19th century,
it was home to Napoleon’s
sister, Caroline Murat, and his
wife Empress Josephine. The
President’s Apartments are
today on the first floor. General
de Gaulle gave press confer-
ences in the Hall of Mirrors.




%

The soaring Neo-Classical
entrance to the Petit Palais,
topped with cherubicstatues

< JEIPICI@

Grand Palais

D2 QPorteA,3av
Général Eisenhower 75008
MChamps-Elysées-
Clemenceau @For exhibi-
tionsonly @grandpalais.fr

Built at the same time as the
Petit Palais opposite, this huge,
glass-roofed palace housing
the Galeries Nationales has a
fine Classical facade adorned
with statuary and Art Nouveau
ironwork. Bronze flying horses
and chariots stand at the four
corners. The Great Hall and
the glass cupola can be seen
during the palace’s exhibitions.
On the west side, the Palais
de la Découverte is a child-
oriented science museum with
fun workshops and great inter-
active exhibitions.

PalaisdelaDécouverte
QAvFranklinD
Roosevelt 75008 MFranklin
DRoosevelt (39:30am-6pm
Tue-Sat, 10am-7pm Sun
Q1]Jan, 1 May, 14]Jul, 25Dec
M@palais-decouverte.fr

L IGIOIC)

Petit Palais

©@D3 B AvWinston
Churchill 75008 @Champs-
Elysées-Clemenceau
10am-6pm Tue-Sun (to
9pm Frifor temporary
exhibitions) YPublichols
@petitpalais.paris.fr

Designed by architect Charles
Girault for the Universal
Exhibition in 1900, this jewel
of a building now houses the
Musée des Beaux-Arts de la
Ville de Paris. Arranged around
a pretty courtyard, the palace
is similar in style to the Grand
Palais, and has lonic columns,
a grand porch and a dome.

Permanent exhibits, housed
on the Champs-Elysées side,
include the Dutuit Collection
of medieval and Renaissance
objets d'art, paintings and
drawings; the Tuck Collection
of 18th-century furniture and
objets d'art; and the City of
Paris collection, with work by
Ingres, Delacroix and Courbet,
and the landscape painters of
the Barbizon School.

Well-curated temporary
exhibitions are housed in the
Cours de la Reine wing.

EAT

L'Astrance
ThisMichelin-starred
restaurantreinvents
French cookingdaily.

A4 D4rueBeethoven

75016 @astrance
restaurant.com

©©®

Pierre Gagnaire

One of Paris'sbest chefs

wowsdinerswitha
contemporary menu.
©@B1 @6rueBalzac
75008 @pierre
gagnaire.com

©©®

Relaisde l'Entrecote
Great steak and chips at

this family favourite.

@c2 @15rueMarbeuf

75008
@relaisentrecote.fr

©®
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Palais de Chaillot

B A3 BPlduTrocadéro
75116 MTrocadéro

Designed in Neo-Classical style
for the 1937 Paris Exhibition,
the Palais de Chaillot is ador-
ned with bas-reliefs and has
curved, colonnaded wings
each culminating in a vast
pavilion. It houses the Théatre
National de Chaillot, famed
for its experimental dance.

In the west wing, the Musée
de 'Homme is an anthropo-
logical and ethnographic
museum, tracing the history
of human evolution. Next door
is the Musée National de la
Marine, devoted to the French
navy (closed for renovations
until 2021). The east wing con-
tains the Cité de 'Architecture
et du Patrimoine, which
charts French architecture
through the ages.

Théatre Nationalde
Chaillot

@1 placedu Trocadéro
@ theatre-chaillot.fr

Muséedel’'Homme
317 place du Trocadéro
[B10am-6pm Wed-Mon
@museedelhomme.fr

Citédel'Architecture
etduPatrimoine

D1 placedu Trocadéro
1lam-7pm Wed-Sun (to
9pm Thu) (1]an, 1 May,
25Dec @citechaillot.fr

 JSIOI@)

LesEgouts

@c3 QPontdel’Alma,
opposite 93 quaid'Orsay
75007 @Alma-Marceau
@Pont-de-I'Alma B@1lam-
S5pm Sat-Wed (to 6pmin
summer) QUntil early 2020

One of Baron Haussmann'’s
finest achievements, most of
Paris’s sewers (égouts) date
from the Second Empire. One-
hour walking tours of this
attraction are limited to an
area around the quai d'Orsay
entrance. Visiting the sewers
without a guide can be dan-
gerous, and is against the law.

MMWW?

Iflaidend toend,
thecity’'s2,100km
(1,300 miles) of sewers
would stretch from
Paristolstanbul.

Visitors can discover the
mysteries of underground
Paris in the sewer museum.

| JSIDICIE)

Muséed'Art Moderne
delaVille deParis

B3 QPalaisde Tokyo, 11
avduPrésident-Wilson
75116 MIéna, Alma-
Marceau (310am-6pm Tue-
Sun (to10pm Thu for temp-
orary exhibitions) QPublic
hols @mam.paris.fr

This large, lively museum
covers trends in 20th-century
artand is located in the east
wing of the Palais de Tokyo.



The Fauves and Cubists are
well-represented here among
the 10,000 works. Two of the
museum’s highlights include
Raoul Dufy’s gigantic mural,
The Electricity Fairy (created
for the 1937 World Fair), and
Matisse’s The Dance (1931-3).
There is also a collection of
Art Deco furniture.

1167

Jardins du Trocadéro

B A3 ©75016 MTrocadéro
[@Cinéaqua: 0140692323
@24 hrsdaily

The centrepiece of these
beautiful gardens is a long
rectangular ornamental pool,
bordered by stone and bronze-
gilt statues and sculptures. It is
a spectacular sight at night,
when the fountains are illumi-
nated. Among the works are
Woman by Daniel Bacqué and
Horses and Dog by Georges
Lucien Guyot. On either side
of the pool, the slopes of the
Chaillot hill lead gently down
to the Seine and the Pont

Lookingdownacross the
Palais Chaillot from the Eiffel
Tower viewing platform

d'léna. Cinéaqua, the high-
tech aquarium here, has over
25 sharks and a petting pool
for children.

2 ISIDICIG)

Eglise duD6me

[@D4-5 DHoteldes
Invalides, 129ruede
Grenelle, 75007 MLa
Tour Maubourg, Varenne,
Invalides &28, 63,69,
80,82, 83,87,92,93
@Invalides @10am-6pm
daily (to 9pm Tue Apr-Jun
&Sep; to7pmJul & Aug)
Q1stMonofmonth,1]jan,
1May, 25Dec @musee-
armee.fr

Jules Hardouin-Mansart was
asked in 1676 by Louis XIV
to build the Eglise du Déme
to complement the existing
buildings of the Invalides
military refuge, designed
by Libéral Bruand. The
Déme was to be reserved
for the exclusive use of the
king and as the location of
royal tombs. The resulting

masterpiece is without a doubt
one of the greatest examples
of 17th-century French archi-
tecture, the period known as
the grand siécle. After Louis
XIV's death, plans to bury the
royal family in the church
were abandoned.

The main attraction is the
tomb of Napoleon; 20 years
after his death on the island
of St Helena, his body was
returned to France and then
installed in this grand crypt,
encased in six coffins in a vast
red porphyry sarcophagus.

DRINK

Herearefive of
thebest hotelbars
where you canenjoya
decadent sundowner
(or two) around
thespectacular
Champs-Elysées.

Le Baratthe Four
Seasons Hotel
©@B2 @31lav
George V75008
mfourseasons.com

Barde I'Hotel
Belmont
@B2 D30ruede
Bassano, 75116
@belmont-paris
hotel.com

Bar Kléberat the
Peninsula
BA2 D19av
Kléber 75116
@peninsula.com

Le Bar Botaniste at
the Shangri-La
@A3-B3 @10avdiéna
75116 @shangri-la.com

Le Bar du Bristol
@D2 D112rue
duFaubourg-
St-Honoré 75008
@Moetkercollection.com
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0B

HoteldesInvalides

D4 @6bddesInvalides
75007 MLaTour Maubourg,
Invalides, Varenne
@Invalides @Hours vary,
check website @musee-
armee.fr

This impressive building, with
its harmonious Classical fagade,
was commissioned by Louis XIV
in 1670 to be a home for his
wounded and homeless vet-
erans. Designed by Libéral
Bruand, it was completed in
1676 by Baroque master archi-
tect Jules Hardouin-Mansart.
He later incorporated the
Eglise du Dome (p127), with its
golden roof, which was built

to serve as Louis XIV's private
chapel. Nearly 6,000 soldiers
once filled the building’s halls;
today there are fewer than
100 who live here.

The building houses several
museums, including the Musée
de 'Armée, one of the most
comprehensive museums of
military history in the world.
One exhibition features on
France’s victories and defeats.
Also on display here are
Francois I's ivory hunting
horns and a model of the
1944 Normany landing.

On the south side of the
complex is the cathedral of St-
Louis-des-Invalides, also built
from 1679 to 1708 by Hardouin-
Mansart, to Bruand's design.
The stark Neo-Classical interior
has a 17th-century organ, on
which the first performance of
Berlioz's Requiem was given on
5 December 1837.

< ISICI@)

Musée Rodin

@D4 @D77ruedeVarenne
75007 @Varenne, Invalides
@Invalides (@10am-5:45pm
Tue-Sun (Q1]an,1May, 25
Dec @musee-rodin.fr

Auguste Rodin (1840-1917),
regarded as one of the greatest
French sculptors, lived and
worked in the Hotel Biron, an
elegant 18th-century mansion,
from 1908 until his death. In
return for a state-owned flat
and studio, Rodin left his work
to the nation, and it is now

AugusteRodin'shaunting
sculpture The Three
Shadesat the Musée Rodin

exhibited here. Some of his
most celebrated sculptures are
on display in the garden: The
Thinker, The Gates of Hell and
Balzac. Indoors, the exhibits
span Rodin’s entire career,
including The Kiss and Eve.

®

Ecole Militaire

©c5 @1/21pljoffre 75007
0180501400 MEcole-
Militaire @During
European Heritage Days
inSeptember

The Royal Military Academy
was founded in 1751 to educate
500 sons of impoverished

The splendid Hotel des
Invalides seen from
Pont AlexandrelIl




officers. Louis XV and Madame
de Pompadour commissioned
architect Jacques-Ange Gabriel
to design a building that would
rival Louis XIV's Hotel des
Invalides. One of the main fea-
tures is the central pavilion -

a magnificent example of the
French Classical style, with ten
Corinthian columns and a
quadrangular dome.

A cadet at the academy,
Napoleon’s passing-out report
stated that “he could go far if
the circumstances are right”.

< JOI@)

UNESCO

BC5 Q7pldeFontenoy
75007 @Ségur, Cambronne
Visits suspended until
furthernotice @unesco.org

This is the headquarters of the
United Nations Educational,
Scientificand Cultural
Organization (UNESCO). Its
aim is to contribute to inter-
national peace through edu-
cation, science and culture.
UNESCO is a treasure trove of
modern art, including a mural
by Picasso,and sculptures by
Henry Moore.

7 IS1OI@)

Musée du Quai Branly

©@B4 @37 quaiBranly
75007 MAIma-Marceau
@Pont-de-I'Alma (@1lam-
7pm Tue, Wed & Sun, 11am-
9pm Thu-Sat (11 May, 25
Dec @quaibranly.fr

Built to give the arts of Africa,
Asia, Oceania and the Americas
a platform as great as that
given to Western art in the
city, Musée du Quai Branly has
more than 300,000 objects. It
is particularly strong on Africa,
with stone, wooden and ivory

Theeye-catchingglass
wall exterior of the
Musée du QuaiBranly

masks. The Jean-Nouvel-
designed building, which is
raised on stilts, is a worth-
while sight in itself, while the
ingenious use of glass allows
the surrounding greenery to
act as a natural backdrop.

1 JOLG)

Musée Maillol

BE4-5 @6lruede
Grenelle 75007 @Rue du
Bac, Sévres-Babylone
[310:30am-6:30pm daily
during exhibitions (to
8:30pm Fri) @musee-
maillol.com

This museum was created by
Dina Vierny, muse to Aristide
Maillol. His work is exhibited
here in all its diverse forms:
drawings, engravings, pain-
tings, sculpture and decorative
objects. Allegorical figures of
the city of Paris and the four
seasons adorn Bouchardon’s
fountain outside.

Built to give the arts of Africa, Asia, Oceania
and the Americas a platform as great as that
given to Westernartin the city, Musée du

Quai Branly has more than 300,000 objects.

EAT

Café Christian
Constant

Tasty French classics,
reasonably priced and
near the Eiffel Tower -

ararity.
@B4-C4 @Q139rue

Saint-Dominique 75007
@ maisonconstant.com

©®

David Toutain
Thisrelaxed Michelin-
starred experienceis
great value. It'sworth
bookingatlunchtime.
©c4 @29rue Surcouf
75007 QSat&Sun @
davidtoutain.com

©e®

Arpéege
AlainPassard's
three-Michelin star
restaurant, withafocus
onfreshproduce,isa
worthwhile treat.
D4 @84ruede
Varenne 75007 QSat
&Sun @alain-
passard.com

©e®
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A SHORT WALK

CHAMPS-ELYSEES

There are plaques on

the back door of the

Distance2km (1mile) Nearest metroInvalides Théatre du Rond-Point
Time 30 minutes representing Napoleon’s
many campaigns.

The formal gardens that line the Champs-Elysées from the

Place de la Concorde to the Rond-Point have changed little

since they were laid out by the architect Jacques Hittorff

in 1838. The Grand Palais and Petit Palais, which were Metro Franklin
created as a showpiece of the Third Republic for the D Roosevelt 4
Universal Exhibition of 1900, sit on either side of an _ v
impressive vista that stretches from Place Clémenceau
across the elegant curve of the Pont Alexandre Il to
the Invalides.

Christian Dior and other haute
couture houses are based on
the chic Avenue Montaigne.

Designed by Charles Girault,
and built between 1897 and
1900, the 19th-century Grand
Palais is still used for major
exhibitions (p125).

FIRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

AV E

The Lasserre restaurant

is decorated in the style
of a luxurious ocean
liner from the 1930s.

Theinterior of the Palais de
laDécouverte, amuseum of
scientificdiscoveries



Avenue des Champs-Elysées

was the setting for the victory

parades following the two World

Wars, and for the bicentennial .

parade in 1989 (p124). CHAMPS-ELYSEES

AND INVALIDES

Metro Champs-
Elysées-Clemenceau

Locator Map
For more detail see p118

The Jardins des Champs-
Elysées, with their fountains,
flower beds, paths and
pleasure pavilions, became
very popular towards the end
of the 19th century. Fashion-
able Parisians, including Marcel
Proust, often came here.

Strolling through the
tree-linedJardindes
Champs-Elysées

E

ONT
ANDR

|

Lit by natural light, Petit Palais is as
much awork of art as the wide-
ranging collections it contains, from
antiquity to the belle époque (p125).

ALEX

\ Pont Alexandre lIl's four

columns help to anchor the piers
that absorb the immense forces

0 metres 100 N
generated by such a large —— T
single-span structure (p124). Oyards 100
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The Shakespeare and Company bookshop

THE LEFT BANK

The Left Bank is one of the city’s oldest areas - the
site of the ancient Paris Mint, founded in 864 AD,
and ruined Gallo-Roman baths, now hidden beneath
the medieval Hétel de Cluny. The Sorbonne, France’s
first university, was founded in 1253 in the Latin
Quarter, which cemented its position as a centre
of learning. In the 16th century, Marie de’ Medici
built the Jardins du Luxembourg, with its Baroque
palace, designed to remind her of her native
Florence. She was also a fervent patron of the

arts and under her care the area’s reputation as

a bohemian enclave flourished. As a result, in the
centuries that followed, the Left Bank became a
beacon for poets, philosophers, artists — and
radical thinkers. It was, then, a natural home for
the centre of the Paris Commune, the revolu-
tionary government that ruled the city for two
months in 1871. Following World War I, this
district once again became synonymous with
Parisian intellectual society, fuelled by its many
pavement cafés, and politics. In 1958, the French
Senate moved into the Palais du Luxembourg.

Ten years later, the Left Bank became the scene

of student riots, but since then has become better
known for the diverse shops and avant-garde
theatres that line its labryinthine streets.
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THE LEFT BAN

Mustsee
© MuséedOrsay

Experience more
© Boulevard St-Germain

K

@ Panthéon

@® Fontaine del'Observatoire
@ Palais duLuxembourg

@ st-Sulpice

@ val-de-Grace

© EcoleNationale Supérieure

desBeaux-Arts
O st-Germain-des-Prés
© Musée Eugéne Delacroix
O Ruedel'0déon
@ MuséedeCluny
© st-Séverin
© Jardin du Luxembourg
@ LaSorbonne
@ St-Etienne-du-Mont

Drink

(@ Monkle Taverne de Cluny
(@ LePianoVache

® LeBombardier

Stay

® Hoteld'Aubusson
(® Relais Christine
(® HotelRécamier
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EXPERIENCE Paris: The Left Bank

 lolelcle)

MUSEE D ORSAY

[ E4 D1Ruedelalégiond'Honneur @Solférino &24,68,69,84 toQuaiA
France; 73 toRue Solférino; 63, 83, 84, 94 to Bd St-Germain @Musée d'Orsay
[@9:30am-6pm Tue-Sun (to 9:45pm Thu) (Q1]an,1May, 25Dec @musee-orsay.fr

The Musée d’'Orsay picks up where the Louvre ends, showing a variety of
art forms from 1848 to 1914. Its star attraction is a superb collection of
Impressionist art, which includes famous works by Monet, Renoir, Manet
and Degas, as well as pieces by Georges Seurat, Gaugin and Van Gogh.

In 1986, 47 years after it had closed as a mainline
railroad station, Victor Laloux’s truly superb
late-19th-century building was reopened as
the Musée d'Orsay. Originally commissioned
by the Orléans railway company to be its Paris
terminus, the structure avoided demolition in
the 1970s after being classified as a historical
monument. During the conversion into a
museum, much of the original architecture
was retained. The collection was set up to
present each of the arts of the period from
1848 to 1914 in the context of contemporary
society and other forms of creative activity
happening at the time. In 2009-2011 the top-
level galleries were renovated, improving

the display of Impressionist works.

Thelightand spacious entrance
hall, withits curved glass ceiling




Must See

@ GREAT VIEW

City Panorama
Make your way tothe
building'srearescalator,
rideitallthe way up,
and thenheadtothe
smallrooftop terrace
foragreatbird's-eye
view of thecity.

LA

4
Va4

(1) Theclock face on thefifth floor provides views
over the Seine to theJardin des Tuileries.

(2) ThenudityinManet's Le Déjeuner sur I'herbe
(1863) caused ascandal when first exhibited.

= (3) Monet's Le Déjeuner sur'herbe (1865-6) was a
2 tribute tothe work of the same name by Manet.

GALLERY GUIDE

The collection occupies
threelevels.Onthe
ground floor, thereare
works from the mid-
tolate19thcentury.
Themiddlelevel fea-
tures Art Nouveau,
decorativeart, and
arange of paintings
and sculpturesdating
fromthe second half
of thel9thcentury
totheearly 20th
century, aswellas
Neo-Impressionist

art. Theupperlevel
hasagreat collection
of Impressionistart.

e

The formerrailway
station, designed by Victor
Laloux for the Universal
Exhibitionin1900
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EXPERIENCE MORE

Boulevard St-Germain

B@F5 @75006,75007
[@Solférino, rueduBac,
St-Germain-des-Prés,
Mabillon, Odéon, Cluny-La
Sorbonne, Maubert-
Mutualité

The most celebrated street

on the Left Bank slinks across
three districts from the lle
St-Louis to Pont de la Concorde.
Its architecture is the result

of Baron Haussmann'’s bold
strokes of urban planning, but
it encompasses a wide range
of lifestyles.

INSIDERTIP
Macaron Mecca
Sample the city’s most
innovativemacarons,
suchaschestnut-rose,
white truffle-hazelnut,
andraspberry-lychee,
atPierreHermé's flag-
ship patisserie, onrue
Bonaparte (www.
pierreherme.com).
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Starting from the east, it
passes the Musée de Cluny
and the Sorbonne, and is
most lively from boulevard
St-Michel to St-Germain-des-
Prés, with its café culture.

3 JOIC)

Ecole Nationale
Supérieuredes
Beaux-Arts

BF4 D14rueBonaparte
75006 MSt-Germain-des-
Prés @PublicOpenHouse
daysduringJun &Jul,
check website for details
Mbeauxartsparis.fr

The main French school of
fine arts has an enviable
position at the corner of rue
Bonaparte and the riverside
quai Malaquais. It is housed
in several buildings, the most
imposing being the 19th-
century Palais des Etudes.

A host of budding French
and foreign painters and
architects have crossed the
courtyard, which contains a
17th-century chapel, to learn

in the ateliers of the school.
Many American architects
have also studied here.

L+ 1©)

St-Germain-des-Prés

©@F5 Q3 plSt-Germain-
des-Prés 75006 MSt-
Germain-des-Prés (39am-
8pmMon, 8:30am-8pm
Tue-Sat @eglise-sgp.org

The oldest church in Paris
originated in 542 as a basilica
to house holy relics. It grew
into a powerful Benedictine
abbey, was rebuilt in the 11th
century, was mostly destroyed
by fire in 1794, and was fully
restored in the 1800s. One of
the three original towers sur-
vives, with one of France’s old-
est belfries. The interior is a
mix of styles, with 6th-century
marble columns, Gothic vault-
ing, Romanesque arches and
19th-century frescos. Tours
take place between September
and June at 3pm on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and the third
Sunday of each month.




s JOI@)

Musée Eugéne
Delacroix

[F4-5 Q6ruedeFiirsten-
berg 75006 MSt-Germain-
des-Prés, Mabillon @39,
63,70, 86,95,96 (39:30am-
5:30pm Wed-Mon (to 9pm
1st Thuof month) Q1]an,
1May, 25Dec @musee-
delacroix.fr

The leading Romantic painter
Delacroix lived here from
1857 until his death in 1863.
His The Way to Calvary and The
Entombment of Christ hang in

] /]\ Shoppersandstrollers
= | ontheelegantandleafy
boulevard St-Germain

the museum. He also created
murals for a chapel in nearby
St-Sulpice church (p143). In the
apartment and studio are a
portrait of George Sand and
some self-portraits. There is
free entry to the museum on
the first Sunday of the month.

¢

Ruedel’'Odéon
BG5 B75006 MOdéon

Opened in 1779 to improve
access to the Odéon Theatre,
this was the first street in the

Paintingsin Musée
Eugéne Delacroix, the
artist's former home

city to have gutters and it still

has many 18th-century houses.

Sylvia Beach’s original Shake-
speare & Company bookshop
stood at No 12, patronized by
writers such as James Joyce,
Ezra Pound and Hemingway.

2 SHOPPING

STREETS

RueLobineau

Home of the St-Germain
covered food market
and shoppingcentre.

Rue Bonaparte
Fullof swanky shops,
including the Pierre
Hermé flagship store.

RueduBac

Full of shops selling
pastriesand other
tasty confections.

RuedeSévres
Thelocationof LeBon
Marché, thefirst
department storein
Paris, which opened
in1852.

RuedeBuci

A former market street
that today houses cafés
and cuteshops.
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Muséede Cluny

EXPERIENCE Paris: The Left Bank

BG5 @6 place Paul-Pain-
levé, 75005 @St-Michel,
Odéon, Cluny @St-Michel
[9:15am-5:45pm Wed-
Mon (Q1]an,1May, 25Dec
@ musee-moyenage.fr

Officially the Musée National
du Moyen Age, this is a unique
combination of Gallo-Roman
ruins, incorporated into a fine
medieval mansion standing in
recreated medieval gardens,
and one of the world'’s finest
collections of medieval art
and crafts. Its name comes
from Pierre de Chalus, Abbot
of Cluny, who purchased the
ruins in 1330.

The present building dates
from 1485-98 and its star
exhibits include tapestries,
remarkable for their quality,
age and state of preservation.
The highlight of the sculpture
section is the Gallery of the
Kings, while one of Cluny’s
most precious objects, the
Golden Rose of Basel, from
1330, is found in the collection
of jewellery and metalwork.

booksareheldinthe
green bouginistes
boxesalongthe
River Seine.

140

Other treasures here include
stained glass, woodcarvings
and books of hours.

0®

St-Séverin

G5 D1rue-des-Prétres-
St-Séverin 75005 [ St-
Michel @11am-7:30pm
Mon-Sat, 9am-8:30pm
Sun @saint-severin.com

One of the finest churches

in Paris, St-Séverin is named
after a 6th-century hermit
who lived locally. A perfect
example of the Flamboyant
Gothic style, it was begun in
the 13th century and finished
in the early 16th and includes
a double aisle encircling the
chancel. The garden contains
the church’s medieval gable-
roofed charnel house.

2 JOIC)

Jardin du Luxembourg

BF6 @BlvdSt-Michel/rue
Guynemer 75006/ruede
Vaugirard/ @0déon
@Luxembourg @Dawn-
duskdaily @senat.fr/visite

A green oasis covering 25 ha
(60 acres) in the heart of the
Left Bank, the lovely Jardin

%

Statuary andlawns
around thepondinthe
Jardin du Luxembourg

Heads fromstatuesof the
kingsand queens of Judah
inthe Musée de Cluny

du Luxembourg is one of the
most popular parks in Paris.
Beautifully sculpted gardens
are centred around the Palais
du Luxembourg, home of the
French Senate, and feature an
octagonal basin, often lined
by children sailing toy boats.
The garden was created at
the request of Marie de' Medici,
who had it designed to be a
fitting reminder of the Boboli
Gardens in her home town of
Florence. Statues were placed
throughout the park around
1848. They include those of
the queens of France, famous
French women - that of Sainte
Geneviéve is an impressive
example - and, later, famous
writers and artists were added,
making a total of 106 statues.
The garden is a great space
for children, with activities
such as the puppet theatre, a
safely fenced playground, the
carousel and tennis courts.



Adults can also play tennis, or
chess or bridge, take a stroll
through the open-air photog-
raphy exhibitions that are
sometimes held here, or relax
in one of the heavy green
metal chairs that are scattered
about for just that purpose.

{101

LaSorbonne

£G6 D1rue Victor Cousin
75005 @Cluny-La
Sorbonne, Maubert-Mutu-
alité @By apptMon-Fri&
one Satamonth @paris-
sorbonne.fr

The Sorbonne, which is one of
the oldest universities in the
world, was established in 1253
by Robert de Sorbon, confes-
sor to Louis IX, for the benefit
of 16 poor scholars, so they
could study theology. It went
on to become the centre of
scholastic theology.

In 1469, three printing
presses were brought from
Mainz, and the first printing
house in France was founded.
The college’s opposition to

liberal 18th-century philo-
sophical ideas led to its sup-

pression during the Revolution.

In 1806 it was re-established
by Napoleon, and the 17th-
century buildings replaced. In
1969, the Sorbonne split into
13 separate universities, but
some lectures are still held in
the old building.

| ISI@

St-Etienne-du-Mont

@H6 DPlaceSte-Gene-
viéve 75005 [@Cardinal
Lemoine QHoursvary,
check website @sainte
tiennedumont.fr

This remarkable church, with
its notable stained-glass, is
home to the shrine of the
patron saint of Paris, Sainte
Geneviéve, and also holds the
remains of literary figures
Racine and Pascal.

Some parts of the church
are in the Gothic style, while
other sections date from the
Renaissance, including a mag-
nificent rood screen that
crosses the nave like a bridge.

STAY

Hoteld’Aubusson
Offeringacosy lobby
andrefinedrooms.
£G4 @Q33rueDauphine
75006
@hoteldaubusson.com

©e®

Relais Christine
Enjoy top-notchservice
and amenities.
@G5 @3rueChristine
75006
Mrelais-christine.com

©®

Hotel Récamier
Eleganceisonofferat
thishiddengem.
QF5 Q3Bplace
St-Sulpice 75006
@hotelrecamier.com

©e®
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Panthéon

£G6 @PlduPanthéon
75005 @Maubert-
Mutualité, Cardinal-
Lemoine @Luxembourg
&21,27,38,82,84,85,89
Apr-Sep:10am-6:30pm
daily; Oct-Mar:10am-6pm
daily {1]an,1May,25Dec
@paris-pantheon.fr

When Louis XV recovered
fromillness in 1744, he was so
thankful that he conceived a
magnificent church to honour
Ste Geneviéve, the patron
saint of the city. The French
architect Jacques-Germain
Soufflot planned the church
in Neo-Classical style. Work
began in 1764 and was com-
pleted in 1790 under the

control of Guillaume Rondelet.

But with the Revolution under
way, the church was turned
into a pantheon —a monu-
ment housing the tombs of
France’s great heroes.

Napoleon returned it to the
Church in 1806, but it was
secularized and then desecu-
larized once more, before
finally being made a civic
building in 1885.

The facade, inspired by the
Rome Pantheon, features a
pediment relief that depicts
the mother country granting
laurels to her great men.
Under the building, the vast
crypt divides into galleries
flanked by Doric columns.
Many notable French people
rest here, including Voltaire
and Emile Zola.

13)

Fontainede
I'Observatoire

B@F7 QPlaceErnestDenis,
avdel'Observatoire 75006
@PortRoyal

Situated at the southern tip
of the Jardin du Luxembourg,
this is one of the finest of all

e

Theinterior of the Panthéon,
lookingupintothe 43.5-m-
(143-ft-) wide diameter dome

the fountains in Paris. The
central sculpture, by Jean-
Baptiste Carpeaux, which
was erected in 1873, is made
of bronze. It features four
women holding aloft a globe
that represents four of the
continents — Oceania, the
fifth, was left out for reasons
of symmetry. There are some
subsidiary figures, including
dolphins, horses and a turtle.

QOO

Palais du Luxembourg

@F6 D15ruede
Vaugirard 75006 @0déon
@Luxembourg @Hours
vary, check website
M@senat.fr/visiteor
museeduluxembourg.fr

Now home of the French
Senate, this palace was built
to remind Marie de’ Medici,
the widow of Henri IV, of her
native city of Florence. It was
built to a design by Salomon
de Brosse in the style of the




Pitti Palace in Florence. By the
time it was finished, in 1631,
Marie had been banished
from Paris, but it remained a
royal palace until the French
Revolution. In World War Il

it became the Luftwaffe
headquarters. The Musée

du Luxembourg in the east
gallery hosts art exhibitions.

1@

St-Sulpice

BF5 QD2ruePalatine,
place St-Sulpice 75006
[@St-Sulpice @7:30am-
7:30pmdaily @pss75.fr/
saint-sulpice-paris/

This imposing church, which
was started during 1646, and
took more than 100 years to
be completed, has a simple
facade consisting of two tiers
of elegant columns with mis-
matched towers at the ends.
Large windows fill the interior
with light, and the fine organ
fills it with sound when con-
certs are held. The chapel to
the right of the entrance has
murals by Eugéne Delacroix,
including Jacob Wrestling with

Beautifulgardensin
front of theimposing
Palais du Luxembourg

the Angel. Tours of the crypt
are given regularly, including
one in English, on the first
Sunday of the month.

< JGAE)

Val-de-Grace

G7 @1plAlphonse-
Laveran 75005 MLes
Gobelins @PortRoyal
Noon-6pm Tue-Thu,
Sat&Sun QAug
Mvaldegrace.org

This church, one of the most
beautiful in all of France, was
designed by Frangois Mansart
and Jacques Lemercier, and
forms part of a military hos-
pital complex. Built for Anne
of Austria (wife of Louis XIIl) in
gratitude for the birth of her
son, young Louis XIV himself
laid the first stone in 1645,
when he was seven years old.
The church is noted for its
grand, two-storey facade, and
for the dome, a landmark on
Paris’ skyline. In the cupola is
Pierre Mignard’s enormous
fresco, with over 200 triple-
life-size figures. The six huge
marble columns framing the
altar are similar to ones in
St Peter’s in Rome. There is no
charge if you only want
to enter the nave.

DRINK

Monk le Taverne
de Cluny
TheplaceontheLeft
Bank for craft beer, with
agreatselectionontap
andbottled. There's
regularlive music too.
0G5 @51ruedela
Harpe, 75005 @la
tavernedecluny.com

Le Piano Vache
Studentsand locals hit
thebarat thisrowdy
watering hole, which
playsloudrock music.
©@H6 D8ruelaplace
75005 QSun
Mlepianovache.com

Le Bombardier
Parishasfew pubs
worthy of thename, but
thisonehasearnedits
stripes withdraught
andcaskales.
@H6 D2placedu

Panthéon 75005
@bombardierpub.fr




The cobbled streets of Montmartre

LE CONSULAT
= g . p— Must Sees
[ LE consuLAT © sacré-Coeur
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Pére-Lachaise

!

Experience More
@©LaDéfense

OBoisde Boulogne

O Fondation Louis Vuitton
O rondation Le Corbusier
@RueLaFontaine

O Moulin Rouge

(5] St-Alexandre-Nevsky

@O Musée Marmottan Monet
@ parcMonceau

@ Musée Gustave Moreau
®canal St-Martin

@ Cimetiérede Montmartre
@® MarchéauxPuces

de St-Ouen

@ pParcdesButtes-Chaumont
@cité de Scienceset
del'Industrie

{1s] Bercy

@cité Nationale de'Histoire
delTmmigration

@ Chateaude Vincennes

@D Bibliothéque Nationale
deFrance

@ Parc Montsouris

@ Musée National d'Histoire
Naturelle

@Grande Mosquée de Paris
@ catacombes

@]ardin desPlantes
@Montparnasse




BEYOND
THE CENTRE

Once a largely rural area, the lands beyond Paris’s
city walls supplied the city with food for centuries.
It was also home to those jettisoned from the city;
a legacy of plague hospitals, leper colonies and
cemeteries pepper the landscape. In 1860, the 11
villages were absorbed into the city as Napoléon
reorganized the city’s infrastructure. In the 18th
century, low-cost housing in Montmartre attracted
the working classes, as well as artists and intellec-
tuals. In the 1970s, the final bastion of this past,
the slaughterhouses of La Villette, became a park.
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SACRE-COEUR

033-35ruedu Chevalier-de-la-Barre 75018 @ Abbesses (then funiculaire to
steps of Sacré-Coeur), Anvers, JulesJoffrin, Pigalle &30, 31, 80, 85 (@Basilica:
6am-10:30pm daily; dome: 9am-6pm daily; vespers 4pm Sun @sacre-coeur-
montmartre.com

Situated atop the hill of Montmartre, the spectacular white
basilica of the Sacré-Coeur watches over Paris from the city’s
highest point. It stands as a memorial to the 58,000 French
soldiers killed during the Franco-Prussian War.

At the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian War in 1870,
two Catholic businessmen made a private religious
vow to build a church dedicated to the Sacred Heart of
Christ, should France be spared the impending Prussian
onslaught. The two men, Alexandre Legentil and Hubert
Rohault de Fleury, lived to see Paris saved from invasion
despite the war and a lengthy siege — and were able to
witness the start of work on the Sacré-Coeur basilica. The
project was taken up by Archbishop Guibert of Paris and
construction began in 1875 to Paul Abadie’s designs, which
were inspired by the Romano-Byzantine church of St-Front
in Périgueux. The basilica was completed in 1914,
but its consecration was forestalled by World
War | until 1919, when France was victorious. = THESIEGE OF PARIS

EXPERIENCE Paris: Beyond the Centre

Prussiainvaded France
in1870.During the
four-month siege of
Paris, instigated by
The ovoid dome the Prusso-German
statesmanOttovon
Bismarck, hungry
Parisians were forced
toeatthecity'shorses
and otheranimals.

Spiral staircase

Bell tower

Statue of
Christ

Equestrian
statues

Main
entrance

/]\ The83-m-
(272-ft-)

highbasilica
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PICTURE PERFECT
The Basilica

and the City

Thebest view of the
Sacré-Coeurisfromthe
gardens below, but for
a360-degree panorama
of thecity, climb the
300stepstothetop

of thebasilicadome.

Must See

Thebeautifulbasilica,
crownedby itselegant
ovoiddome
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16 .
CIMETIERE DU
PERE LACHAISE

6pm (closes 30 min earlier daily Nov-mid-Mar)

Paris's most prestigious cemetery is set on a wooded
hill overlooking the city. The land was once owned by
Peére de la Chaise, Louis XIV's confessor, but it was
bought in 1803 by order of Napoleon to create a new
cemetery. Pére Lachaise, the first cemetery in France
with a crematorium, became so popular that it was
expanded six times during the 19th century.

Today the cemetery is a place of pilgrimage for
rock fans, who come from around the world to see
the grave of Jim Morrison of The Doors. With its moss-
grown tombs and ancient trees, as well as striking
funerary sculpture, Pére Lachaise is an atmospheric
and rather romantic place for a stroll.
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Avisitorexploring the
funeraryartamongthe
lanes of Pére Lachaise
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B Blvd de Ménilmontant MPére Lachaise, Alexandre Dumas &60, 61,
64,69, 26 toPlGambetta (@8am-6pm Mon-Fri, 8:30am-6pm Sat, 9am-

This is the most visited cemetery in the world. It contains over
70,000 graves, including the tombs of numerous famous figures,
such as the writer Honoré de Balzac, the composer Frédéric
Chopin, the singer Jim Morrison and the actor Yves Montand.

Did You_l(now'!

Theremains of Moliére
were transferred here
in1817toadd some
historic glamour to the
new cemetery.

. <o e A
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Théodore
Géricault's
tomb, witha
depiction of
The Raft of
the Medusa

MUR DES FEDERES

Following France's defeat in the Franco-
Prussian Warin 1871, aleft-wing group
revolted, setting up the Paris Commune.
After72days, government troops
marched onthecity andinaweek of
brutalstreet fighting, much of thecity
wasburned and thousands werekilled.
Mur des FédérésinPere Lachaiseis
where thelast Communardrebels
wereshotby government forces.

Notable Residents

Must See

> Allan Kardec

> Kardec was the founder
of a 19th-century spiritual
cult, which still has a
strong following. His tomb
is perpetually covered in
pilgrims’ flowers.

- George
Rodenbach

The monument to this 19th-century poet
depicts him rising out of his tomb with a rose
in the hand of his outstretched arm.

\ il Oscar Wilde

<1 The Irish dramatist,
aesthete and great
wit was exiled from
virtuous Britain to die of
drink and dissipation in
Paris in 1900. American-
British artist Jacob Epstein
sculpted his tomb.

- Marcel Proust
The French novelist brilliantly chronicled the
belle époque in In Search of Lost Time.

- Sarah
Bernhardt

P> The great French
tragedienne, who died
in 1923 aged 78, was
once the most famous
actress in the world.

- Edith Piaf

Known as the “Little Sparrow" because of her
size, Piaf was the 20th century's greatest French
popular singer. In her tragic voice, she sang of the
sorrows and woes of the Paris working class.

- Jim Morrison
P> The Doors' lead
singer died in Paris
in1971 at the
age of 27. When
he died, he

was one of

the most
famous

singers in the
world. The
circumstances
of his death are
still a big mystery.
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Rowingboats for hireon
LacInférieur, thelargest

lakein the Bois de Boulogne

FXPERIENCE MORE

3 1SIOG@)

LaDéfense

BLaGrande Arche, 1 parvis
delaDéfense MLaDéfense
@LaDéfense @73,141,158,
159 @10am-7pmdaily
@grandearche.fr

This skyscraper business city
on the western edge of Paris
is the largest office develop-
ment in Europe. La Grande
Arche is an enormous hollow
cube that is large enough to
hold Notre-Dame cathedral.
Designed by Danish architect
Otto von Spreckelsen in the
late 1980s, the arch houses

a video-game museum and
amuseum on computers, a
gallery, and has superb views.

Bois de Boulogne

075016 MPorte Maillot,
Porte Dauphine, Porte
d'Auteuil, Les Sablons (324
hrsdaily

This 8.5-sg-km (3.3-sg-mile)
park, located between the
western edges of Paris and
the River Seine, offers a vast
belt of greenery for strolling,
cycling, horse-riding, boating,
picnicking or spending a day

at the races. The park was
once part of the immense
Forét du Rouvre. In the mid-
19th century Napoleon IIl had
the Bois designed and land-
scaped by Baron Haussmann,
along the lines of Hyde Park
in London. One of several
self-contained parks within
the forest is the lush Jardin
d’Acclimatation (a fun park for
children), the Pré Catalan and
the Bagatelle gardens, with
architectural follies and an
18th-century villa famous for
its rose garden. This otherwise
family-friendly park is noto-
riously seedy after dark, when
it is best avoided.

s 1SI0I@)

Fondation Louis
Vuitton

B8avduMahatma Gandhi,
Bois de Boulogne, 75116
[MLes Sablons @Shuttle
from plCharles de Gaulle
Noon-7pm Mon & Wed,
noon-9pm Fri, 11am-8pm
Sat&Sun (Q1]an,1May, 25
Dec@fondationlouis
vuitton.fr

Located close to the Jardin
d’Acclimatation in the Bois
de Boulogne, Frank Gehry’s
dramatic glass structure

consisting of twelve glass
“sails” seems to float on the
water. The building is a poetic
example of modern architec-
ture, containing a gallery of
modern art, with space for
huge installations and
soundscape exhibitions. There
is also a space for hosting
contemporary art exhibitions
and events, including classical
concerts, and a range of
activities for all ages, from

art workshops to fun-filled
hands-on games and wonder-
ful storytelling events for
younger visitors.




STAY

GrandesEcoles
Old-world charm.
@75rueduCardinal
Lemoine 75005
hotel-grandes
ecoles.com

®

SevenHétel
Swanky décor sets this
modern hotel apart.
B20rue
Berthollet 75005
@sevenhotelparis.com

©®

Hotel Saint Marcel
Agreatlocation, and
the family’sown wine.
B45boulevard St-
Marcel 75013 @hotel
saint-marcel-paris.com

®

0©®

FondationLe
Corbusier

38-10square duDocteur-
Blanche 75016 [@]Jasmin
1:30-6pmMon, 10am-
6pm Tue-Sat QAugand
publichols @fondation
lecorbusier.fr

In a quiet corner of Auteuil
stand the villas La Roche and
Jeanneret, the first Parisian
houses to be constructed by
the influential 20th-century
architect Charles-Edouard
Jeanneret, better known as
Le Corbusier. Built at the
beginning of the 1920s, they

demonstrate his revolutionary
use of white concrete in Cubist

forms, a defining Modernist
style. The rooms flow into
each other, allowing for the
maximum natural light and
acoustics to be enjoyed. The
houses stand on stilts with
windows along their entire

length. Today, the villas can be

visited (tours in English 4pm
Tue, Thu & Fri), and provide

apt venues for lectures about

Le Corbusier and his work.

RuelaFontaine

075016 MMichel-Ange-
Auteuil, Jasmin @Gare
d’Avenue duPdtKennedy

Rue la Fontaine and the
surrounding streets act as
a showcase for some of the
most exciting early 20th-
century Art Nouveau archi-
tecture, featuring sinuous
decorative detail.

At No 14 stands the Castel
Béranger, a stunning apart-
ment block made from cheap
building materials to keep the
costs low, yet featuring eye-
catching stained glass, mosaic
decoration, convoluted iron-
work and balconies. It firmly
established the reputation of
its architect, Hector Guimard,
who went on to design the
city’s famous Art Nouveau
Métro entrances. Other great
examples of his work can be
seen further along the street,
such as the exterior of the

Hotel Mezzara at No 60.

%

View over the park
tothecity from

theFondation
Louis Vuitton

The stunning Fondation
Louis Vuittonbuilding
intheBoisde Boulogne
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SHOP

Maison Arnaud
Demontel
Exquisitebread and
pastriesat thisaward-
winningbakery.
B39ruedesMartyrs
Marnauddelmontel.com

Mesdemoiselles
Madeleine
Allabout multiple
varieties of madeleines.

D37ruedesMartyrs
@mllesmadeleines.com

Popelini
Cream-filled choux, and
nothingelse - but what

else could youwant?

D44ruedesMartyrs
@popelini.com

HenriLe Roux
Salted-butter caramels
and chocolate fill
thisboutique.
D24 ruedesMartyrs
@chocolatleroux.com

0

Moulin Rouge

@82blvd de Clichy 75018
MBlanche @Shows:9 &
11pmdaily; dinner: 7pm
@moulinrouge.fr

Built in 1885, the Moulin
Rouge was turned into a
dance hall as early as 1900.
Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec
immortalized the wild and
colourful cancan shows here
in his posters and drawings
of famous dancers such as
Jane Avril and May Milton. The
high-kicking routines continue
today in glitzy, Las-Vegas-
style revues.

2 1©)

St-Alexandre-Nevsky

B312rueDaru75008
[@Courcelles, Ternes

By appt 3-5pm Tue, Fri
&Sun @cathedrale-
orthodoxe.com

With its five golden-copper
domes, this imposing Russian
Orthodox cathedral bears
witness to the large Russian
community in Paris. A desig-
nated historic monument, it
was designed by members of

the St Petersburg Fine Arts
Academy, financed by Tsar
Alexander Il together with the
local Russian community. The
church also holds a place in
secular culture. In July 1918,
Picasso was married to
Russian ballet dancer Olga
Khokhlova here. The cathedral
appears in the opening scenes
of the 1956 film adaptation of
Marcelle Maurette’s Anastasia.
Inside, a whole wall of icons
divides the church in two. The
Greek-cross plan and the rich
mosaics and frescoes that
decorate the interior are Neo-
Byzantine, while the exterior
and gilt domes are traditional
Russian Orthodox. Visits,
including into the crypt, can
be arranged by appointment.

0®0O

Musée Marmottan
Monet

[2rueLouisBoilly 75016
M@LaMuette @10am-6pm
Tue-Sun (to 9pm Thu) Q1
Jan,1May, Aug, 25

Dec @marmottan.fr

Featuring one of the best
collections of Impressionist
art in France, this museum
was created within the 19th-




century home of the famous
art historian Paul Marmottan,
in 1932. He had bequeathed
his graceful mansion, as well
as his fine collection of
Renaissance, Consular and
First Empire paintings and
pieces of furniture, to the
Institut de France.

In 1966 the museum
acquired a fabulous collection
of work by the Impressionist
painter Claude Monet, which
was the bequest of his son,
Michel. Some of Monet’s most
famous paintings can be seen

Some of the works on
display at the Musée
Marmottan Monet

here, including Impression -
Sunrise (giving the genre its
name, “Impressionist”), a
painting of Rouen Cathedral
(p246) and the Water Lilies
series. Also here is the work
painted at Giverny during the
last years of Monet’s life,
including The Japanese Bridge
and The Weeping Willow. The
iridescent colours and daring
brushstrokes make them
some of the museum'’s most
powerful works.

Part of Monet’s personal art
collection was passed on to
the museum as well, including
work by fellow Impressionists
Camille Pissarro, Edgar Degas,
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Paul
Gauguin and Alfred Sisley, and
the museum does an excellent
job of explaining the relation-
ships between the artists. The
space also has displays of
medieval illuminated manu-
scripts and 16th-century
Burgundian tapestries. Piano
and chamber music concerts
are held here on occasion.

&—

Boulevardde Clichy after
dark, with the brightly
illuminated MoulinRouge

1 1©)

Parc Monceau

@35blvd de Courcelles
75017 @0142273956
@Monceau @7am-8pm
daily (to 10pmin summer)

This lovely green haven dates
back to 1778, when the Duc de
Chartres commissioned the
painter and amateur landscape
designer Louis Carmontelle to
create a magnificent garden.
The result was an landscape
enhanced by a range of archi-
tectural follies in the style of
English and German gardens.
In 1852 the garden became a
chic public park, and a few of
the original features can still
be seen, such as the nau-
machia basin, an ornamental
version of a Roman pool, and
a pyramid. Today, the park
also has playgrounds.

12 JGIG)

Musée Gustave
Moreau

B14ruedela
Rochefoucauld 75009
MTrinité-d’Estienne
d’'Orves @10am-5:15pm
Wed-Mon (Q12:45-2pm
Mon, Wed & Thu @musee-
moreau.fr

The Symbolist painter Gustave
Moreau (1826-98), known for
his symbolic works depicting
biblical and mythological
scenes, lived and worked in
this town house, now dis-
playing a large number of his
paintings across three floors.
The collection includes Jupiter
and Semele, one of the artist’s
most outstanding works.

Did You_l(now?

Impressionist painters
Monet and Renoir were
great friends, and
oftenpainted the same
sceneside-by-side.
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Canal St-Martin

[MJaures, ] Bonsergent,
Goncourt

Awalk along the quays of the
Canal St-Martin gives a glimpse
of how this working-class area
of the city looked at the end
of the 19th century. The 5-km
(3-mile) canal was opened in
1825 to provide a shortcut for
river traffic on the Seine. A few
brick-and-iron factories and
warehouses survive from this
time, as well as the legendary
Hoétel du Nord, made famous
by Marcel Carné. Around it are
tree-lined quays with quirky
shops and cafés, iron foot-
bridges and public gardens.
The Canal de ['Ourcg, an
offshoot, offers a pleasant
stroll to Parc de la Villette.

o

Cimetierede
Montmartre

[20av Rachel 75018
[@0153423630 @Blanche
O8am-6pmdaily (from
8:30am Sat, from 9am Sun)

This cemetery is the third
largest in Paris, and has been
the resting place for many

luminaries of the creative arts
since the beginning of the
19th century. The composers
Hector Berlioz and Jacques
Offenbach (who wrote the
renowned cancan tune),
Russian dancer Vaslav Nijinsky
and the film director Frangois
Truffaut are just a few of the
notable people to have been
buried here over the years.

There is also a Montmartre
cemetery, the St-Vincent, near
square Roland-Dorgeles,
where you can find the grave
of celebrated Dax-born painter
Maurice Utrillo.

The tomb of Vaslav
Nijinskyin the Cimetiére
deMontmartre

Astretchof pleasant
tree-lined quaysalong
the Canal St-Martin

EAT

Hereare the fourbest
coffeeshopsalong
thecanal.

Ten Belles Coffee Bar
D10ruedelaGrange
auxBelles 75010
Mtenbelles.com

®

Holybelly
@5rueLucien, Sampaix
75010 @holybellycafe.

com

®

Craft
D24 ruedes Vinaigriers
75010 @cafe-craft.com

®

Radiodays
B15rue Alibert 75010
M@radiodays.cafe

®
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Marché auxPuces
de St-Ouen

DRuedesRosiers, St-Ouen
93406 MPorte-de-
Clignancourt, Garibaldi
9am-6pm Sat, 10am-6pm
Sun,1lam-5pmMon
(reduced hoursin summer)
@marcheauxpuces-
saintouen.com

The oldest and largest Paris
flea market spans around 6 ha
(15 acres). In the 19th century,
rag merchants and tramps
would gather outside the
fortifications that marked the
city limits and offer their
wares for sale. Today the area
is divided into 15 separate
markets, and mainly sells
antiques. It is well known for
its heavy Second Empire
furniture and ornaments.

o

ParcdesButtes-
Chaumont

B1rueBotzaris 75019
[@0142029121 MBotzaris,
Buttes-Chaumont QSep-
Jun: 7am-9pm daily; Jul-
Aug: 24 hrsdaily

In the 1860s, urban planner
Baron Haussmann converted
this hilly site from a rubbish
dump and quarry with gallows
at the foot to English-style
gardens. His colleague was
landscape architect Adolphe
Alphand, who was responsible
for a vast 1860s programme
to provide new pavement-
lined Parisian avenues with
benches, streetlights, kiosks
and urinals. Others involved in
the creation of this highly
praised park were the
engineer Darcel and the
landscape gardener Barillet-
Deschamps. They created a
lake, made an island with real
and artificial rocks, gave it

a Roman-style temple, and
added streams, a waterfall

and footbridges leading to the
island. Today, in the summer
months, visitors will also find

a splendid puppet theatre
(guignol) for the kids, and
acres of beautiful lawns.

| ISIOICI@)

Cité des Sciences
etdel'Industrie

330av Corentin Cariou
75019 MPortedela
Villette &75,139,150,152,
375 @T3b @10am-6pm
Tue-Sat, 10am-7pm Sun
Q1]an, 1 May, 25Dec

@ cite-sciences.fr

This hugely popular science
and technology museum occu-
pies the largest of the former
Villette slaughterhouses, which
now form part of a massive
urban park. Architect Adrien
Fainsilber has created an
imaginative interplay of light,
vegetation and water in the
high-tech, five-storey building.
At the museum’s heart is the

Inside the futuristic /l\
Cité desSciences
etdelIndustrie

mwﬂmﬂ

LaGéode, agiant
entertainment sphere
inCitédes Sciences,
housesal-sq-km (1-sq-
mile) hemispherical
cinemascreen.

Explora exhibit, a fascinating
guide to technology and
science. Elsewhere there is

a children’s science city with
interactive displays; children
can play with machines that
show how scientific principles
work. The building is sur-
rounded by a moat designed
by Fainsilber to allow natural
light to penetrate into the
lower levels of the building. A
series of walkways crisscross
the moat, linking the various
floors of the museum to the La
Géode cinema and the park.
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Bercy

0375012 @0171193333
[@Bercy, Cour St-Emilion
24, 64,87 Cinématheéque
Francaise: 51ruede Bercy
@OMuseum: noon-7pm
Wed-Mon; library: noon-
8pm Wed-Mon

This former wine-trading
quarter just to the east of the
city centre, with its riverside
warehouses and pavilions, has
been successfully rejuvenated.
The hub of the quarter is the
Cour Saint-Emilion, a pretty
cobbled street lined by ochre-
coloured former warehouses
that have been converted to
house shops, restaurants and
wine bars.

Nearby is the modern Parc
de Bercy, which is beautifully
landscaped with lily ponds,
rose gardens and even vine-
yards. Bordering the park, the
striking Frank Gehry-designed
Cinémathéque Francaise is
worthy of a detour; it holds a
fascinating arthouse cinema
and accompanying museum.

19 JGLG)

Cité Nationalede
I'Histoirede
I'Immigration

DPalaisdelaPorteDorée,
293 av Daumesnil 75012
MPorteDorée &46
[@10am-5:30pm Tue-Fri,
10am-7pm Sat & Sun (Jun-
Aug:to9pmWed) Q1Jan,1
May, 25Dec @histoire-
immigration.fr

Housed in the Palais de la
Porte Dorée, which was
designed for the city’s grand
colonial exhibition in 1931,
this museum is devoted to
immigration in France. The
museum’s three thematic
sections examine first the
reasons for immigration itself,
then issues of assimilation
and finally the contribution of
diverse cultures in the everyday
life of the French people.

mm@m?

Immigrants make up
approximately 12 per
cent of the population
inFrance.

DOOO

Chateaude Vincennes

31avdeParis 94300
Vincennes @Chateaude
Vincennes @ Vincennes
£46,56,86 O10am-5pm
daily (to 6pm mid-May-Sep)
Q1]Jan,1May,1&11Nov,
25Dec @Wchateau-
vincennes.fr

The Chéteau de Vincennes
was the permanent royal
residence until the 17th cen-
tury, before the court moved
to Versailles. The keep, the
tallest fortified medieval
building in Europe, the Gothic
chapel, 17th-century pavilions
and moat are all worth seeing.

Beyond lies the Bois de
Vincennes. Once a royal hunt-
ing ground, it is now a land-
scaped forest with ornamen-
tal lakes and a racecourse.

2 JGLG)

Bibliotheque
Nationalede France

B QuaiFrancois-Mauriac
75013 [@Bibliothéeque
Francois-Mitterrand, quai
delaGare @Bibliotheque
Francois-Mitterand @62,
64,89,132,325 (310am-
8pm Tue-Sat, 1-7pm Sun
QPublichols, 1 weekin Sep
@bnf.fr

These four great book-shaped
towers house some 10 million
volumes, and the libraries

here offer more than 400,000
titles. Other resources include




The palatialinterior of
thehugeBibliotheque
Nationale de France

sound archives and digitized
illustrations. Temporary
exhibitions are also held

on aregular basis.

21@)

Parc Montsouris

B2rueGazan, blvdJourdan
75014 [@0153906714
MPted'Orléans @Cité
Universitaire @Hours
vary, callahead

This lovely English-style
park is the second largest
green space in the city of
Paris, and is a

the direction of Baron
Haussmann, between 1865
and 1878.

Sculptures dot the park’s
grassy expanse, and there
is a large lake that’s home to
a variety of birds. Here, too,
you can visit the Montsouris
meteorological observatory
and the mire du Sud, which
marks the exact location of
the Paris meridian.

The bandstand, puppet
theatre, playgrounds and
petting zoo are also on hand
to keep all ages busy.

favoured spot

of Parisians. It
was laid out by
Adolphe
Alphand, an
engineer under
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DRINK

MiniPong Bar
Thissmallbar screams
funthroughitsdecor
and great cocktaillist.
D64 ruejean-Baptiste
Pigalle 75009 QSun
minipongbar.com

©®

Lulu White
Made forlongnights
with friends over the
best cocktails around.
D12RueFrochet 75009
QTue
@luluwhite.bar

©®

Les Papilles
Winebottlesline
the walls of this
friendlylocal.
D30rue Gay-Lussac
75005 (Sun, Mon
Mlespapilles
paris.fr

©®

e

Thebridgearchingacross the
river towards the towering
skyscrapersof Bercy
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Musée National
d’Histoire Naturelle

@36 rueGeoffroy Saint-
Hilaire 75005 [@]Jussieu,
Austerlitz @10am-6pm
Wed-Mon (Q1]an, 1 May, 25
Dec @mnhn.fr

This museum’s well-curated
Grande Galerie de 'Evolution
traces evolution on earth. The
four other departments focus
on palaeontology, featuring
the evolution of bone struc-
ture; palaeobotany, devoted
to plant fossils; mineralogy,
including gemstones; and
entomology, showing some
of the oldest fossilized insects
ever found.

QOOOO

Grande Mosquée
deParis

@2bisplace duPuitsde
I'Ermite 75005 [@Place
Monge (@9am-noon &
2-6pm Sat-Thu QMuslim
hols @mosqueede
paris.net

Built during the 1920s in the
Hispano-Moorish style, as a
token of gratitude for the
Muslim tirailleurs who died

fighting in World War |, the
Grande Mosquée features
beautiful decoration and a
striking, 33-m- (108-ft-) high
minaret. These buildings are
the centre of Paris’s Muslim
community. Once used exclu-
sively by scholars, the mosque
has expanded significantly
over the years. It now houses
some rather salubrious but
fun Turkish baths, a lush and
landscaped garden, a fine
restaurant and a beautiful

salon de thé.
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Thelofty minaret of
thebeautiful Grande
Mosquée de Paris

DO®

Catacombes

@1 avduColonel Henri
Rol-Tanguy 75014
MDenfert-Rochereau
(@10am-8:30pm Tue-Sun
Q1]Jan,1May

@ catacombes.paris.fr

Along, labyrinthine series of
quarry tunnels dug during the
13th century, the catacombs
are lined with ancient bones
and skulls, many arranged
artfully into macabre mosaics.
Thousands of rotting corpses
were transported here in the
1780s to absorb the excess
from the overflowing mass
graves of Les Halles cemetery.
Coats are recommended - the
tunnels are chilly year-round.

26)

Jardindes Plantes

357 rue Cuvier 75005
MGared'Austerlitz @Gare
d'Austerlitz @24,57,61,
63,67,89,91 QEarly Feb-
late Oct: 7:30am-8pm daily;
late Oct-early Feb: 8am-
5:30pmdaily @jardin
desplantes.net

The botanical gardens were
established when Louis XIlII's



physicians founded a medic-
inal herb garden in 1626. A
school of botany, natural his-
tory and pharmacy followed.
The garden was opened to the
public in 1640, and now houses
the natural history museum,

a botanical school and the
Ménagerie le Zoo du Jardin
des Plantes, one of the oldest
z00s in the world that houses
a number of endangered
species. As well as fine vistas
and walkways flanked by
statues, the park has an alpine
garden and a display of herba-
ceous and wild plants. A cedar
of Lebanon, originally from
Britain's Kew Gardens, was the
first to be planted in France.

The evolution of animals,
twoby twoin the Musée
National d'Histoire Naturelle

Ménageriele Zoo duJardin
desPlantes

Q) Avenue Daumesnil &
routedelaCeinturedulac
9am-6pmdaily (to 6:30pm
Sun & public hols) @zoodu
jardindesplantes.fr

7]

Montparnasse

75014 &75015
[MMontparnasse, Vavin,
Raspail, Edgar Quinet

The name Montparnasse was
first used ironically, when
17th-century arts students
performed on a “mount” of

HIDDEN GEM

Musée Zadkine
The former home of
Russian-born sculptor
Ossip Zadkineisnowa
well-curated museum
devotedtohis works
(www.zadkine.paris.fr).
Thecollection spans
thedevelopment of the
artist'sstyle, fromthe
Cubism of his early work
to the Expressionism of
hisfinal pieces.

rubble that was left over from
quarrying. In ancient Greece,
the original Mount Parnassus
was dedicated to poetry and
music. By the 19th century,
crowds were being drawn to
the local cabarets and bars.
The mixture of art and high
living was especially potent
in the 1920s and 1930s, when
creative residents like Ernest
Hemingway, Picasso, Cocteau
and Matisse called the area
home. Today, the quartier is
dominated by the disliked
Tour Montparnasse, although
the view from the top (the
56th floor) is just spectacular.

Tour Montparnasse
@33avenueduMaine
(09:30am-11:30pmdaily

@ tourmontparnasse56.com

Visitorsstrolling along
agrandavenueof trees \L
intheJardindesPlantes



A SHORT WALK

MONTMARTRE  commmsons

the last surviving vineyards in

Paris. The grape harvest is
Distance 1.5km (1 mile) Nearest metro Abbesses celebrated on the first
Time 20 minutes Saturday in October.

The steep hill of Montmartre has proved a Metro Lamarck
draw for Parisians and visitors for centuries. Caulaincourt
Artists Théodore Géricault and Camille Corot
came here in the 19th century, while in the 20th
Maurice Utrillo immortalized the streets in his
works. The area was also home to artists such
as Picasso, Matisse and Toulouse-Lautrec. Today,
this picturesque district, which in places still pre-
serves the atmosphere of prewar Paris, is a
perfect place to wander. A stop at the place du
Tertre is recommended: admire the works of
street artists and relax with a coffee and pastry.

EXPERIENCE Paris: Beyond the Centre

Au Lapin Agile, a rustic café
and cabaret, was a popular
meeting point for artists
including Picasso.

Musée de Montmartre features

the work of artists who lived in the area.
Look out for the Portrait of a Woman
(1918), by the Italian painter and
sculptor Amedeo Modigliani.

The Espace Dali Montmartre
is France’s only permanent
collection of the Surrealist
master’s sculptures, paintings
and graphic works.

The bustling place du Tertre is the tourist
centre of Montmartre and is full of
portraitists and other easel artists. Cafés
and bars surround the square.

Apasserbylooksonas

. . . 0 metres 100 N
anartistpaintsinthe —— T
lively placedu Tertre 0 yards 100
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A La Mére Catherine

BEYOND THE CENTRE
was a favourite eating [N —
place of Russian Cossacks [ ] "
in 1814. They would bang /
on the table and shout (
“Bistro!” (Russian for
“quick”) - hence the Paris St-Pierre de Montmartre was /
bistro was born.

made a Temple of Reason in the
Revolution - this new cult was
meant to replace Christianity

Locator Map
For more detail see p145

A -
e

ENIS

/r Thebeautiful Sacré-
Coeurilluminated
atsunrise

RUE DU MONT ¢

The Romano-Byzantine
Sacré-Coeur, started in the 1870s
and completed in 1914, is a
highlight of the area (p146).

Halle Saint-Pierre hosts
exhibitions of Art Brut and
Naive Art.

RUE CH\NODIER

Did You_l(now?

Montmartre'sname
isascribed tolocal
martyrstorturedin
around AD 250:
monsmartyrium.

Square Willette lies below the parvis
(forecourt) of Sacré-Coeur. It is laid out
on the side of the hill in a series of
descending terraces with lawns,
shrubs, trees and flowerbeds.

The funiculaire, or cable railway, at the
end of Rue Foyatier takes you to the
foot of the basilica of Sacré-Coeur.
Metro tickets are valid on it.
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The abbey of Mont-St-Michel piercing the sky
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Flowers and birds decorating Delft tiles at Chateau de Rambouille

ILE-DE-FRANCE

Set at the heart of France, with Paris as its hub,
the Tle-de-France extends well beyond the densely
populated suburbs of the city. The region was a
favourite with French royalty after Frangois | trans-
formed Fontainebleau into a Renaissance palace in
1528. Louis XIV kept the Tle-de-France as the
political axis of the country when he started
building Versailles in 1661. This Neo-Classical
chateau was created by the combined genius

of Le Nétre, Le Vau, Le Brun and Jules Hardouin-
Mansart, and stands as a monument to the power
of the Sun King. The excessive displays of opulence
of such chateaux were brought to a violent end
during the Revolution of 1789, but many were
spared, including nearby Chateau de Rambouille,
which gained prominence in the Naopleonic era.
An industrial boom in the 19th century was fol-
lowed by a number of large-scale construction
projects in the 20th century, including blocks of
social housing and the Périphérique. Today the
varied neighbourhoods of the suburbs are home
to the vast majority of Paris’s citizens.
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THE PALACE
AND GARDENS
OF VERSAILLES

AD2 @PId’Armes, 78000 Versaille & Versailles Express
fromEiffel Tower @ Versailles-Chateau-Rive-Gauche,
Versailles Chantiers @0peninghours vary; check website
(1]an,25Dec @chateauversailles.fr

This stunning royal residence is overwhelming in its
scale and opulence. The spectacular, lavishly decorated
palace and vast gardens, complete with fountains,
landscaped topiary and even a model farm, make
Versailles the top day trip from the centre of Paris.

ThePalace

Staring in 1668 with his father’s hunting lodge, Louis XIV built
the largest palace in Europe, housing 20,000 people at a time.
Architects Louis Le Vau and Jules Hardouin-Mansart designed
the buildings, which grew as a series of “envelopes” around the
lodge. The Opera House was added by Louis XV in 1770.

The sumptuous main apartments are on the first floor of the
vast chateau complex. These were richly decorated by Charles
Le Brun with coloured marbles, stone and wood carvings, murals,
velvet, silver and gilded furniture. The climax is the glorious Hall
of Mirrors, where 357 great mirrors face 17 tall arched windows.

The palaceand gardens
of Versailles, the epitome \L
of royal grandeur

8 sTUNNING

PALACE ROOMS

Salonde Vénus
Astatueof Louis XIV
standsamid thisroom's
richmarbledecor.

Salond’Apollon
Designedby LeBrun
anddedicated tothe
god Apollo, thiswas
Louis XIV's throneroom.

SalondelaGuerre
Theroom's theme of
warisdramatically
reinforced by the
stuccoedrelief of Louis
XIVridingtovictory.

Hall of Mirrors

This glitteringroom
stretches 73 m (240ft)
along the west facade
of thisstunning palace.

Queen’s Bedroom
Inthisroom, the queens
of Francegavebirth to
theroyalchildrenin full
public view.

ATHNE W W
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(D) The Marble Courtyard is decorated with
marble paving, urns, bustsand agilt balcony.

(2) Mansart'slast great work, the two-storey
Baroque Chapelle Royale was Louis XIV's final
addition to Versailles.

(3] The South Wing's original apartments for
great nobles werereplaced by Louis-Philippe’s
museum of French history.
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The formalgardens, /]\
complete with geometric

pathsandshrubberies

The Gardens

The grounds of Versailles are no less
impressive than the palace. Designed by

the great landscaper André Le Noétre, the
formal gardens are a masterpiece: sculptural
fountains and secluded groves sit amid
geometric flowerbeds and hedges. The
1.7-km- (1-mile-) long Grand Canal leads
from the gardens to the enormous park,
which features wooded areas and agricul-
tural fields delineated by a network of
footpaths. The grounds also encompass

the Grand Trianon and Petit Trianon palaces,
as well as the Queen’s Hamlet - a life-size
model village built for Marie Antoinette that
was also a functioning farm.

The formal gardens area
masterpiece: sculptural fountains
and secluded groves sit amid
geometric flowerbeds and hedges.

The Grand Trianon, built by
Louis XIVin 1687 toescape
therigours of courtlife



Did You Know?

Onethird of the estate’s
budget went tothe

.y fountains.Today they

k. only goonduring the S
* summermonths, &% =

e
S

Must See

EAT

Ore
This AlainDucasse
dining experienceinthe
Pavillon Dufourisas
luxuriousas the
chateauit occupies.

DChateaude Versailles,
78000 Versailles
@ducasse-
chateauversailles.com

©©®

Angelina
Theiconic tea house
hastwooutposts
in Versailles - onein
thePavillond'Orléans
and one at the Petit
Trianon - both serving
aselection of snacks

and delectable pastries.
DChateaude Versailles,

78000 Versailles
Mangelina-paris.fr

©®

(1) The cottagesin the Queen’'s Hamlet were inspired
byrural Frencharchitecture. Althoughrusticonthe
exterior, inside they wererichly furnished.

(2) During the Grands Eaux Nocturnesin the summer,
the gardens of Versailles comealive with superb
illuminations andinstallations.

(3) Builtin 1762 as aretreat for Louis XV, the Petit
Trianonbecameafavourite of Marie Antoinette.
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DISNEYLAND®
PARIS

AE2 DMarne-la-Vallée 77777 @Disneyland® Paris
Express from Gare duNord, Opéra and Chatelet @Marne-
la-Vallée/Chessy @Disneyland® Park:10am-11pmin
high season (closes earlier inlow season); Walt Disney
Studios® Park:10am-9pmin high season (closes earlier
inlow season) @disneylandparis.com

Unbeatable for complete escapism, combined with
vibrant excitement and sheer energy, Disneyland®
Paris offers extreme rides, gentle experiences and
phenomenal visual effects.

The resort is built on a massive scale, a 22-sg-km (8.5-sq-mile)
site which encompasses two theme parks; seven hotels; a
shopping, dining and entertainment village; an ice-skating
rink; a lake; two convention centres; and a golf course. The
theme parks are split into Disneyland® Park and the Walt
Disney Studios® Park. The former, with more than 60 rides
and attractions, celebrates Hollywood folklore and fantasies,
while the latter highlights the ingenuity involved in cinema,
animation and television production with interactive exhibits
and live shows.

DISNEY VILLAGE

Thefundoesnot have
toend when the two
parks close.Disney
Village offersawhole
hostof evening enter-
tainment options -
includingacinema,
concertsand Buffalo
Bill's Wild West Show -
aswellasnumerous
restaurantsin which
todineand plenty of
shops forretail ther-
apy. Seasonalevents
takeplaceall year,
including celebrations
for Easter, Halloween
andNew Year.



Must See

Did You_l(now'!

SleepingBeauty's
castle was designed
tocontrast with the
grey Parisian skies.

The view from Alice's
Curious Labyrinthin
Disneyland® Park

(1) Theentrance to Crush’s Coaster®in
Walt Disney Studios® Park.

(2) The Mad Hatter's Tea Cups in Disneyland®
Park’s Fantasyland®.

(3) The paradein Disneyland® Park features
characters from films such as Toy Story.
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DISNEYLAND® PARK

The Disneyland® Park
comprises five areas. Main
Street represents a fantasy
small-town America, its
Victorian facades fronting
interesting stores and food
outlets. Frontierland® a
homage to America’s Wild
West, hosts some of the
park’s most popular attrac-
tions, while wild rides and

Audio-Animatronics are the
draw at Adventureland®.

The buildings in Fantasyland®
are modelled on those in
animated movies, and contain
many attractions for younger
children. Science fiction and
the future are the themes at
Discoveryland® home to the
popular multi-loop ride Star
Wars Hyperspace Mountain.

Indianajones™
and the Temple
of Peril (below)
and (inset)the
parkilluminated
atdusk

TOP
RIDES IN
DISNEYLAND®
PARK

Star WarsHyperspace
Mountain

Formerly knownas
Space Mountain®, this
iconicrollercoaster
drawsbig crowds but
towardstheendof the
day youcanoften walk
straight onto theride.

Big Thunder
Mountain

This wildrollercoaster
rideonaspeeding
runaway mine train
isacrowd favourite.

Pirates of the
Caribbean
Thisboatride takes you
ona thrillingjourney
through underground
prisonsand past
fighting galleons.



Theentrance to Walt
Disney Studios® Park,
with the Earful Tower

The four-wheeled
CarsQuatreRoues
Rallyeattraction

Theunderwater
animated world of
Crush’sCoaster®

WALT DISNEY

STUDIOS® PARK

The four production zones
at Walt Disney Studios® Park
reveal the secrets of movie-

Studio Tram Tour®, among
other attractions, while the
Backlot focuses on special

making. Inside the giant
studio gates on the Front
Lot, Disney Studio 1

houses a film set
boulevard, complete \
with stylized street

facades and venues such

as the 1930s-style Club
Swankedero. Toon Studio®
contains rides and exhibits
inspired by various iconic
Disney and Pixar characters,
and includes La Place de
Rémy, home to the 4D
experience Ratatouille:

A Recipe for Adventure.

The Production Courtyard®
offers the chance to go
behind the scenes on the

effects, film music recording
and dare-devil stunts.

%

Mickey Mouse casting
hismagicoverthe
Toon Studio® zone
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IELOER

CHATEAU DE
FONTAINEBLEAU

AE3 @Seine-et-Marne (@Chateau: 9:30am-5pm Wed-Mon (to 6pm Apr-Sep);
gardens: 9am-5pmdaily (to 6pm Mar, Apr & Oct; to 7pm May-Sep)
@ chateaudefontainebleau.fr

Fontainebleau is not the product of a single vision but rather a bewildering cluster
of styles from different periods, as various French monarchs improved and added
to the palace. Yet Fontainebleau’s abiding charm comes not from this grandeur, but
from its relative informality and spectacular forest setting.

Although Fontainebleau was first used by French kings in the "3
12th century — Louis VIl built an abbey here that was conse-

crated by Thomas Becket in 1169 - only a medieval tower 4
survives from this period. The present chateau harks back to
Francois |, often considered France’s first Renaissance king. He
ordered a chateau be built in the Italian style, a decorative and
romantic building that showcased the best art and artisans
from this period. The most notable feature from this era is the
Francois | gallery by Rosso Fiorentino, an ornate passageway
featuring 12 spectacular frescoes that connected the king’s
chambers to the chapel. Frangois I's mission of improving the
chateau was continued by subsequent kings; the famous
horseshoe staircase was added in 1634. It remained one of
the principal palaces of the kings and emperors of France.

THEBARBIZON SCHOOL

Artistshavebeendrawn tothe glades
of Fontainebleau since the 1840s, when
agroup of landscape painters who were
determined toreject the orthodoxy of
Neo-Classicism formed around Théodore
Rousseau and Millet. Resolved to paint
only fromnature, asseenin the ethereal
Spring at Barbizonby Jean-Francois
Millet (1814-75) (below), these painters
settledin the hamlet of Barbizon. Today,
theexcellent Auberge Ganne, amuseum
foundin the house that Rousseau used
tooccupy inBarbizon, tells the artistic
story of the village.

¢ Did YouKnow?

FrancoisIwassaid to
havewornthekey to
hisgallery around his

neck; very few were
allowedinside.




Must See

ThePlates Gallery, builtin
1838, isdecorated with
over 120 porcelain plates

e

L
R
Theorrnatestone carvingson
the exterior of Fontainebleau

showingskillful artistry

The famous horseshoe
staircaseat the chateau,

designed tolet carriages
passunderneath
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EXPERIENCE MORE
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Abbayede
Royaumont

D2 DFondation
Royaumont, Asniéres-sur-
Oise, Val-d'Oise (@10am-
6pmdaily (to 5:30pm Nov-
Mar) @royaumont.com

Set in woods 35 km (22 miles)
north of Paris, Royaumont is
the finest Cistercian abbey in
the Tle-de-France. Chosen for
its remoteness, the abbey has
stark stonework and simple
lines that reflect the austere
teachings of St Bernard. Yet,
unlike his Burgundian abbeys,
Royaumont was founded in
1228 by Louis IXand his
mother, Blanche de Castille.
“St Louis” showered the abbey

MWWWQ

Louis XIlTheld one
ofhisballets, La
Merlaison, at the

Abbaye deRoyaumont
in1635.

with riches and chose it as a
royal burial site. The abbey
retained its royal links until
the Revolution, when much of
it was destroyed. It became a
textiles mill then orphanage,
untilits revival as a cultural
centre. The original pillars still
remain, along with a gravity-
defying corner tower and the
largest Cistercian cloisters

in France, which enclose a
charming Classical garden. The
monastic quarters border one
side of the beautiful cloisters.

s 1OIDI0)

Musée Nationalde
laRenaissance

AD2 QRuejeanBulant,
Chateaud’Ecouen, Val-
d’'Oise (39:30am-12:45pm
&2-5:15pm Wed-Mon (to
5:45pm mid-Apr-Sep)
(1]an, 1May, 25Dec
@musee-renaissance.fr

The moated Chateau d’Ecouen,
now a Renaissance museum,
provides an authentic setting
for a fine collection of paint-
ings, stained glass, jewellery,
tapestries, coffers, carved

The vaulted Cistercian
cloisters (inset)at the
Abbaye deRoyaumont

doors and staircases salvaged
from this and other chateaux.
Ecouen was built in 1538
for Anne de Montmorency,
adviser to Frangois | and
Commander-in-Chief of his
armies. As the second most
powerful person in the king-
dom, he employed Ecole de
Fontainebleau artists and
craftsmen to adorn his palace,
most apparent in the painted
fireplaces depicting biblical
and Classical themes in mys-
terious landscapes. The most
striking room is the chapel,
containing a gallery and
vaulted ceilings painted with
the Montmorency coat of arms.
Upstairs is one of the finest
series of 16th-century tap-
estries in France. Equally
compelling are the princely
apartments, the library of



illuminated manuscripts, vivid
ceramics from Lyon, Nevers,
Venice, Faenza, and Iznik, and
adisplay of early mathemat-
ical instruments. There are
also 16th- and 17th-century
engravings from France, Italy
and Germany. The castle is set
within lovely formal gardens.

0O®

Basilique St-Denis

AD2 @Q1ruedelalégion
d’'Honneur, 93200 Sain-
Denis @Line 13Basilique
de St-Denis (QApr-Sep:
10am-6:15pmdaily; Oct-
Mar: 10am-5:15pmdaily
Q1]an,1May, 25Dec
M@saint-denis.basilique.fr

Constructed between 1137
and 1281, this cathedral is set
on the site of the tomb of

St Denis, the first bishop of
Paris, who was beheaded in
250. The building was the
original influence for Gothic
art. From Merovingian times,
it was a burial place for rulers
of France. During the French
Revolution, many tombs were
desecrated and scattered, but
the best were stored, and now
represent a collection of funer-
ary art. Memorials include
those of Dagobert, Louis XVI
and Marie-Antoinette.

St-Germain-en-Laye

MAD2 @Yvelines BE

B Maison Claude Debussy,
38rueauPain; www.seine-
saintgermain.fr

Dominating place Général

de Gaulle in this chic suburb

is the legendary Chateau de
St-Germain, birthplace of
Louis XIV. Louis VI built the
original stronghold in 1122,
but only the keep and St-Louis
chapel remain. Under Francois
I and Henri Il, the upper tiers
were demolished, leaving a
moated pentagon. Henri IV
built the pavilion and terraces
that run down to the Seine,

PARCDE MALMAISON

Josephine Bonaparte was a keen amateur botanistand
tookagreatinterestinthegardenattheChateaude
Malmaison. Sheintroduced several exotic plantsand
flowers, such asmagnolia, camellia and hibiscus, which
hadneverbeforebeenseeninthe country.Josephine’s
rose garden wasrenowned and contained some 250
species. Shealsokept amenagerie with kangaroos and
zebras. Neglected for many years, the gardenshave
beenrestored and extended by several hectares.

and Louis XIV had Le Nétre
landscape the gardens before
leaving for Versailles in 1682.

Today the chateau houses
the Musée d’Archéologie
Nationale, with archaeological
finds from prehistory to the
Middle Ages. Inaugurated by
Napoleon Ill, the collection
includes a 22,000-year-old
carved female, a megalithic
tomb, a bronze helmet from
the 3rd century BCand fine
Celtic jewellery. The finest
treasure is the Gallo-Roman
mosaic pavement.

Muséed'Archéologie
Nationale

®® BChateaudeSt-
Germain-en-Laye, plCharles
de Gaulle @10am-5pm Wed-
Mon Q1]an,1May,25Dec

@ musee-archeologie
nationale.fr

0

Chateaude Malmaison

AD2 BRueil-Malmaison,
Hauts-de-Seine, avdu
Chateaude Malmaison
OHoursvary, check
website (Q1]an, 25Dec
@musees-nationaux-
malmaison.fr

Set 15 km (9 miles) west of
Paris, this 17th-century estate
is known for its Napoleonic
associations. Attracted by its
charming rural grounds,
Empress Josephine purchased
the estate as a tranquil retreat
from the formality of the royal
residences at the Tuileries and
Fontainebleau. While she loved
this country manor, Napoleon
scorned its entrance as fit only

for servants, and so he had a
curious drawbridge built at the
back of the chateau. The finest
rooms are the frescoed and
vaulted library, the canopied
campaign room and the
sunny Salon de Musique.
Napoleon’s restrained, yellow
canopied bedroom contrasts
with the bedchamber in which
Josephine died, a magnificent
indulgence in red. Many of the
rooms overlook the romantic
“English” gardens and the
rose garden that Josephine
cultivated after her divorce.
Memorabilia abounds, from
imperial eagles to French
artist Jacques-Louis David’s
moody portrait of Napoleon.

Set in the wooded grounds
nearby, the Chateau Bois Préau
houses a fascinating museum
dedicated to Napoleon'’s exile
and death.

EmpressJosephine’s
decadentbedroomatthe
Chéateau de Malmaison
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Chateaude Vaux-
le-Vicomte

AE2 @Maincy, Seine-et-
Marne @FromMelunsta-
tion (Mar-Nov: daily; Dec-
Feb: Wed-Sun) @QHours
vary, check website
@vaux-le-vicomte.com

This chateau north of Melun
enjoys a peaceful rural loca-
tion. Nicolas Fouquet, a pow-
erful court financier to Louis
XIV, challenged the architect
Le Vau and the decorator
Le Brun to create the most
sumptuous palace of the
day. The result was Vaux-le-
Vicomte - and Fouquet’s
downfall: Louis and his minis-
ters were so enraged — because
its luxury cast all the royal
palaces into the shade - that
they arrested the financier.
The chateau'’s interior is a
gilded banquet of frescoes,
stucco, caryatids and giant
busts. The Salon des Muses
boasts Le Brun's magnificent
frescoed ceiling of dancing
nymphs and poetic sphinxes.
La Grande Chambre Carrée is
decorated in Louis Xl style

Outside, André Le Notre's gardens
are truly stunning, with magnificent
terraces, lakes and fountains
descending to a formal canal.

with panelled walls and an
impressive triumphal frieze.
However, its many rooms
feel intimate and the scale
is not overwhelming.
Outside, André Le Noétre’s
gardens are truly stunning
(and the main draw for vis-
itors), with magnificent ter-
races, lakes and fountains
descending to a formal canal.

French royal history. Since
1897, it has been the presi-
dent’s official summer home.
Its oak-panelled rooms are
adorned with Empire-style
furnishings and Aubusson
tapestries. The main facade
overlooks Classical parterres.
Nearby is the Chateau de
Thoiry, which has an innova-
tive play area for children.

0O®

Chateaude
Rambouillet

AD3 DDomaine National
de Rambouillet, 77120
Rambouillet @9:50am-
noon &1:50-5pm Wed-Sun
(to6pm Apr-Sep) (Q1]an,
1May, 1Nov, 11 Nov, 25Dec
@ chateau-rambouillet.fr

Bordering the deep Forét de
Rambouillet stands this beau-
tiful ivy-covered red-brick
chéteau, flanked by five stone
towers. Adopted variously as a
feudal castle, country estate,
royal palace and imperial resi-
dence, it is a composite of

L1 1©)

Chateaude Sceaux

AD3 DDomainede
Sceaux, Hauts-de-Seine
@Bourg-la-Reine, Sceaux,
Parcde Sceaux @192,197
O Nov-Feb: 1-5pm Tue-Sun;
Mar-0Oct: 2-6:30pm Tue-
Sun (Q1]an,1May, 25Dec
Mdomaine-de-sceaux.
hauts-de-seine.fr

Built for Colbert in 1670,
the original chateau was



ANDRE LENOTRE

Asthegreatest Frenchlandscape gardener, Le Notre
(1613-1700) created exquisite chateau gardensall over
France. His Classical vision shaped many gardensin the
fle-de-France. At Vaux (below) he perfected the jardinala
francaise: avenues framed by statuesand box hedges;
water gardens with fountainsand pools; graceful terraces
and geometrical parterres “embroidered” with motifs. His
geniuslayinarchitectural orchestrationand symmetry,
typified by Versailles (p170), his greatest triumph.

demolished and rebuilt in
Louis XIll style in 1856. Since
2010, the stylish reconstruction
has housed the Musée de le-
de-France, which celebrates
the landscapes and chateaux
of the region with an exten-
sive collection from the
painters of the School of
Paris, plus various porcelain,
furniture and sculpture.

The Parc de Sceaux, which
is bounded by elegant villas,
is an appealing mixture of
formal gardens, woods and
water. The gardens, designed
by Le Nétre, use water to
stunning effect, with tiered
waterfalls and fountains
presenting a moving staircase
that tumbles down into an
octagonal basin. This then
feeds into the Grand Canal
and offers a poplar-lined
view towards the Pavillon de
Hanovre. This elegant pavilion
is one of several that adorn
the park, which also contains
Mansart’s Classical Orangerie.
Today it hosts exhibitions and
music concerts.

e

Standingtoattention, an
avenue of treesleading to
the Chateaude Rambouillet

Provins

AE3 D Seine-et-Marne
B& B4 Cheminde
Villecran 77160; www.
provins.net

As a Roman outpost, Provins
commanded the border of le-
de-France and Champagne.
Today, it offers a coherent
vision of the medieval world.
Ville Haute, the upper town, is
clustered within 12th-century
ramparts, complete with
crenellations and defensive
ditches. The ramparts to the
west are the best preserved.
Here, between the fortified
gateways of Porte de Jouy
and Porte St-Jean, the battle-
ments are dotted with towers
of all different shapes.

The town is dominated by
Tour César, a keep with
four corner turrets
and a pyramid-
shaped roof.
The moat
and fortifi-
cations were
added by the
English during the
Hundred Years’ War. A
guardroom leads to a
gallery and views over

place du Chatel, a square of
medieval gabled houses, and
over the wheatfields beyond.
Provins is very proud of its
crimson roses. In addition to a
daily medieval show, a floral
celebration is held in the rose
garden every June, an event
marked by a medieval festival
with falconry and jousting.

®

Sevres: Citédela
Céramique

D2 D2Placedela
Manufacture, 92310 Sévres
10am-12:30pm &1:30-
5pmWed-Sun Q1]Jan, 1
May, 25Dec @sevrescite
ceramique.fr

With over 50,000 objects on
display, this museum traces
the history of porcelain around
the world from antiquity
onward. The building was
erected in 1756 as a royal
factory under Louis XV and
has remained under state
ownership ever since. In 1824
it became home to the world’s
first ceramics museum. The
collections include the latest
pieces by 21st-century design-
ers. Explore objects from
America, Japan and Europe
and discover how techniques
for making and decorating
porcelain and ceramics have
changed over the centuries.

&«—
Potpourrivase,
fromtheCitéde
laCéramique
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Amien Cathedralbehind thebustling streets bordering the canal

LE NORD
AND PICARDY

The northern reaches of France were settled by
tribes during the Stone Age, drawn by its coastal
waters and dense forests. The small fishing villages
and farming communities that evolved left behind
evidence of flint-cutting and corn-grinding. These
were absorbed into the Romans Empire around 1 AD.
A frontierland, French Flanders, as Le Nord was
known, was hotly disputed by the Counts of Flanders
until the 13th century, while Picardy was held
variously by French dukes and even the English,
until 1477. Throughout this period, agriculture
and small industry flourished; woven fabrics from
Arras and delicate lacework from Chantilly were
highly sought after in nearby Paris. In the 18th
century, the rise of the coal-mining industry led

to the creation of canals and made Calais and
Dunkerque important port towns. The World

Wars decimated great swathes of the region

and, following World War I, stirring memorials

of the fighting were erected, attracting those
wishing to pay their respects. The opening of

the Channel Tunnel in 1994 once again made
Calais an economic hub.
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PICARDY

LE NORD AND
PICARDY

Must see
@ AmiensCathedral

Experience more
@ Boulogne-sur-Mer
© st-Omer

O Calais

© Flandre Maritime
@ BaiedelaSomme
@ valléedelaSomme
©O Arras

© Compiegne

@ Dunkerque

@ Noyon

@ senlis

® Lille

@ Parc Astérix

@ Laon

@ Chantilly

@ Chateaude Pierrefonds
@ LeTouquet

@ Beauvais
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() Thebeautifulbeach
atLe Touquet.

(2) Amiens's awe-inspiring
Gothic cathedral.

(3) Adelicious plate of
carbonnade flamadestew.

(4 Lille'scharming Old Town.



5 DAYS

in Le Nord and Picardy

Day 1

Morning Arrive in Lille (p200) and head
straight for the sublime Palais des Beaux
Arts. Highlights of the collection include
paintings by Rubens, Manet and Picasso;
sculptures by Rodin and Claudel; medi-
eval religious art; and scale models of
fortresses in France and Belgium.

Afternoon Have lunch on one of the
pretty pedestrianized streets radiating
from place du Général de Gaulle, then
take a taxi to the Maison Natale de Charles
de Gaulle, where France’s most renowned
president grew up in bourgeois comfort.
Walk southwest to the Old City, which has
a distinct Flemish vibe, to check out the
boutiques along rue de la Grande Chausée,
then drop by Meert (p197) for a waffle.

Evening Have dinner in an estaminet, a
traditional Flemish restaurant, and try the
carbonnade flamande (beef stew made
with onions and beer). After, mosey over
to Chateau de Beaulieu (p199) and relax
in one of its bright and spacious rooms.

Day 2

Morning Fuel up on tartine (baguette and
conserves), then take a roundabout route
to the seaside town of Le Touquet, past
the poignant World War | memorial sites
at Ypres and Dunkerque (p198).

Afternoon Pull into Le Touquet (p202) in
the early afternoon, in time for coffee at
A LArome Colonial (98 rue de Metz) - its
varied bean menu makes it the perfect
spot to quell caffeine cravings. Officially
known as Le Touquet-Paris Plage (Paris-
by-the-Sea), this elegant beach resort
has been popular with well-heeled
tourists for over a century. Faded reflec-
tions of 1920s glamour can be spotted in

its imaginative interwar buildings and at
its wide, fine-sand beach, lined by huts
with rainbow-coloured doors.

Evening Wander along the sandy shore
for an aperitif at Le Sand (www.lesand.fr)
next to the serene Dunes Nature Preserve,
then dine on innovative French cuisine

at the romantic Les 2 Moineaux (www.
restaurant-les?moineaux.com). Stroll back
along the beach to reach Le Westminster
(p194); this luxury hotel’s elegant pool is
ideal for a late-night dip.

Day 3

Morning Follow the Somme River Valley
to Amiens. Its Gothic cathedral (p192) is
one of Europe’s most magnificent. Visit
the statue of the Ange Pleureur (Crying
Angel) and the treasury, where the
purported skull of John the Baptist is
on display. If you don’t mind facing 307
steps, climb the cathedral’s north tower
for spectacular views, before stopping
for a mouth-watering vegan burger at
La Maison a Vapeur (22 Rue Dusevel).

Afternoon Spend the afternoon letting
your imagination run wild at the truly
extraordinary Maison de Jules Verne,
longtime home of the uncannily prescient
science fiction writer.

Evening Enjoy a gentle riverside walk,
then duck into Leu Duo (www.leuduo.fr)
for a plate of classic French fare in the
charming St-Leu Quarter, with its pictur-
esque canals. If you're visiting during
summer or in December, don’t miss
Chroma, a sound-and-light spectacular
projected on the facade of the cathedral.
Fall asleep recalling memories of your trip
at the luxurious Marotte (p194), a tranquil
getaway in the heart of the city.
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GreatBattlegrounds

Oneof thebest waystotakeinthe
battlegroundsis to pick uparoad mapand
plotacourse. Follow theroutebetween the
Marne, 50km (31 miles) outside of Paris, where
the Germanarmy was finally stopped on the
river by French forcesin 1914, to the Somme,
where two yearslater more than 600,000
Allied soldiers and 465,000 Germans were
killed. The Sommeisjusta20-minute cycle
from Amiens; here, hundreds of tanks and
thousands of aircraft supported Allied
infantry at thebattle thatlaunched the final
offensive of World Warl. To the northeast s
Arras, scene of amajor Allied offensive.

%

Sunset over Ovillers Cemetery
withasection ofthe Somme
battlefield in the distance

LE NORD AND PICARDY FOR

REMEMBRANCE

France's battle-scarred northern reaches have become a pilgrimage for
military history buffs and the descendents of the fallen alike. Today, this
peaceful region is awash with moving monuments, insightful museums and
one of the most comprehensive ancestry databases in the country.

COMMONWEALTH
WARGRAVES
COMMISSION

The Commonwealth
War Graves Commission
(www.cwgc.org)was
setupin1917toman-
age thesolemn task of
commemorating the
fallensoldiers of
Britainandits colonial
alliesin World Warl.Its
guiding principles were
remarkably egalitarian
forthis pointintime,
statingnotonly that
each of the dead should
be commemorated by
nameonapermanent
headstone or memorial,
butalsothat the war
graves should makeno
distinction whatsoever
onaccountof rank, race
orcreed.

Adisplay inthe

poignant Historial de T '\ \

laGrande Guerre

War Museums

Carefully curated and deeply sympathetic, some of thebest
World WarImuseums canbe found across northernFrance. The
deeply affecting Historial dela Grande Guerre (www.historial.
fr)depicts World War I from the point of view of both Allied and
Axis soldiers. Whilein Arras (p197), visitors can explore the
underground passages at Carriere Wellington (carriere
wellington.com), where Allied soldiers prepared for the Arras
offensivein1917.Just southin the forest of Compiegne (p198)is
therailway carriage where German commanders signed the
November 1918 armistice; itisnow amemorialand museum.



U8 MEMORIAL

SITES

Thiepval Memorial
Designedby SirEdward
Lutyens, thishuge
monument, comme-
morates themissing

of the Somme.

Canadian National
Vimy Memorial
Atributetothe
Canadiansoldiers who
diedin thebattle for
VimyRidge, 10km
(6miles)north of Arras.

Beaumont-Hamel
Newfoundland
Memorial

Surrounding thelargest
unchanged section of
the Sommebattlefront,
this cemeteryisdedi-
catedtothisnearly
decimatedregiment.

The Beaumont-
Hamel

1 4 Newfoundland

* " Memorial dedicated
toCanadian soldiers

Memorials and Cemeteries The Thiepval
Hundreds of thousands of war dead lie Memorial,

beneath simple white crossesin the ceme- designedby
teries of the Western Front. For those seek- Sir Edwin
ingthegraveof anancestor who fell there, Lutyens

the database of the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission holds details of thelast
resting places or memorials to all British
and Commonwealth dead.
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AMIENS 5 st
CATHEDRAL ‘

AD2 @30 plNotre-Dame (@Cathedral: 8:30am-6:30pm daily
(to5:30pm Oct-Mar:); towers: Mon, Wed-Sat &
Sunpm @amiens-cathedrale.fr

Work on France’s largest cathedral started around 1220.

It was built to house the head of St John the Baptist,

brought back from the Crusades in 1206 and is still

displayed here. Within 50 years, the cathedral, a

masterpiece of Gothic architecture, was complete. 4

Restored in the 1850s by Viollet-le-Duc (p202), and having
miraculously survived two world wars, Amiens’s cathedral
is famous for its statues and reliefs, which include scenes
from the life of St Firmin and the Last Judgement, the
inspiration for John Ruskin’s The Bible of Amiens in 1884.
La Cathédrale en Couleurs, a sound-and-light show, re- EiNE
creates the original colours of the statuary around the
west door, during the summer and at Christmas.

EXPERIENCE LeNordand Picardy

The King’s Gallery, a i LY L
row of 22 colossal A AT A
statues representing i NN
the kings of France.

St Firmin Portal is
decorated with
scenes from the life
of St Firmin, first

bishop of Amiens.
WHAT ELSE TO SEE
IN AMIENS
The hub of Amiens, the capital
of Picardy, is the picturesque The calendar
St-Leu quarter, a pedestrianized shows signs from
areaof low houses and flower- theﬁz]o.dlac an({
lined canals with Wa}terside pon din;’;sﬂﬁfy
restaurantsandartisans’shops. labours.
Further east are the colourful
LesHortillonnages, a patchwork
of marshland market gardens,
once tended by farmers using
punts thatnow ferry visitors
around the protected natural
site. The Musée de Picardie has
many fine sculptures and paint- —
ings.Maisonde Jules Verne cele- Acutaway
brates the famous author, who illustration of
lived here from 1882 to 1900. Amiens'sgreat

Gothiccathedral




The Flamboyant Gothic
tracery of the rose

! ¥ window was created

h s in the 16th century.

il

; i i Thecolourful, light-
A dappled interior of

Amiens'slofty cathedral

Soaring 42 m (138 ft) high,
the brightly illuminated
interior is

ahymn to the vertical.

A double row comprising

& 22 elegant flying
—= buttresses supports
P ———— = the construction.
™ The fabulously
flamboyant facade
of Amiens Cathedral

The 110 oak choir

stalls (1508-19) are nid vou Know’!

carved with over
4,000 figures. Thehead of John the
Baptist, housed herein
the cathedral, waslost
andreplacedinthe
19thcentury.

l Vivid scenes from the lives
of St Firmin and St John
adorn the ambulatory.

Scenes from the Last
Judgment are featured
on the tympanum.

The flooring was laid
down in 1288 and
reassembled in the
late 19th century.
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Boatsmooredin the tranquil
marinaat thepretty fishing
portof Boulogne-sur-Mer

EXPERIENCE MORE

Boulogne-sur-Mer

MAD1 @DPasdeCalais BE
B Parvisde Nausicaa;
www.tourisme-
boulognesurmer.com

An important fishing port

and busy marina, Boulogne’s
attractions come neatly boxed
in a walled Haute Ville, with
the Porte des Dunes opening
onto a 17th- to 19th-century
ensemble of the Palais de
Justice, Bibliotheque and
Hétel de Ville.

The 19th-century Basilique
Notre-Dame is capped by a
dome visible for miles. Inside,
a bejewelled wooden statue
represents Boulogne’s
patroness, Notre-Dame de
Boulogne. She is wearing a
soleil, a headdress also worn
by women during the Grande
Procession held annually in her
honour. Nearby, the moated

Did You_l(now?

Julius Caesar walked
Boulogne-sur-Mer's
streetswhenhe
visited hisnavalbase
around 55BC.

13th-century Chateau de
Boulogne-sur-Mer, built for
the Counts of Boulogne,

is now a historical museum.

In the centre of town, shops,
hotels and fish restaurants line
quai Gambetta on the east
bank of the River Liane. To the
north lie Boulogne’s beach and
Nausicaa, a vast, innovative
aquarium and Sea Centre, the
largest of its kind in Europe.

A great option for families,

the aquarium’s exhibits invites
visitors to “dive in” to shark-
filled caves and coral lagoons.

North of town, the Colonne
de la Grande Armée was
erected in 1841 asa monument
to Napoleon I's invasion of
England in 1803-5. From the
top there is a panoramic view
along the coast. This is the
most scenic stretch of the
Cote d'Opale (Opal Coast).

Chateaude Boulogne-
sur-Mer

DRuedeBernet @0321
100220 @May-Sep:10am-
6pm Wed-Mon; Oct-Apr:
10am-12:30pm & 2:30-
5:30pm Wed-Mon Q1 May,
25Dec, 1st weekof Jan

Nausicaa
DBdSainte-Beuve
9:30am-6:30pm daily (to
8pmJul-Aug) 3 weeksin
Jan, 25Dec @nausicaa.fr

STAY

Marotte
A19th-century
mansionhasbeen
transformedintoa
luxuriousand very
romantic hideaway.
MAD2 D3rueMarotte,
Amiens @hotel-
marotte.com

©®

Meurice
Foundedin1771and
rebuilt after World War
II, the Meurice has
hardly changedsinceit
wasafavourite of
postwar British high
society.

D1 B5-7rueEdmond
Roche, Calais @hotel-
meurice.fr

®

Le Westminster
Le Touquet's finest Art
Decohotelsince the
1920s, with elegant
rooms, apoolandaspa.
AD1 DAvduVerger,Le
Touquet-Paris-Plage
@hotelsbarriere.com

©©®



St-Omer

D1 DPasdeCalais A&
07 pl Victor Hugo; www.
tourisme-saintomer.com

With cobbled streets and
17th- and 18th-century
buildings, St-Omer appears
untouched. The Hotel
Sandelin houses a fine and
decorative arts museum.

The fascinating Bibliothéque
d’Agglomération contains
rare manuscripts from the
nearby 15th-century Abbaye
St-Bertin. Five km (3 miles)
from St-Omer, La Coupole is a
World War Il museum located
inside a converted bunker.

Bibliothéque
d’Agglomération
[340rue Gambetta @Tue,
Wed, Fri&Sat QPublichols
@bibliotheque-agglo-
stomer.fr

LaCoupole

B Rue Clabaux, 62570
Wizernes @9am-6pm daily
(from10am]Jul-Aug)
2weeksin]an, 24 &25Dec
@lacoupole-france.co.uk

Full-scaleexhibitsatLa
Coupole, a World Warll
museumin St-Omer

o

Calais

AD1 DPasdeCalais @
2 £ B12bdClémencea;
www.calais-cote
dopale.com

Calais is a busy port town
with a sandy beach to the
west. Many visitors never get
closer to it than the huge Cité
Europe shopping mall by the
Channel Tunnel exit. In town,
the Musée des Beaux Arts,
has an impressive collection
including studies for Auguste
Rodin’s famous statue The
Burghers of Calais (1895). The
Cité de la Dentelle et de la
Mode recalls the town’s lace-
making past. Musée Mémoire

Fineartworkat
Calais'sMuséedes
BeauxArts

1939-1945, in a battle-scarred
German blockhouse, examines
local events during the war.

Musée des Beaux-Arts
B25rueRichelieu
[@0321464840 @1-5pm
Tue-Sun (to 6pm Apr-Oct)
QPublic hols

Musée Mémoire 1939-
1945

D ParcStPierre QOct-
Apr:1lam-5pm Mon & Wed-
Sat; May-Sep: 10am-6pm
daily Jan&Dec @@musee-
memoire-calais.com
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Flandre Maritime

D1 @Nord &jLille

B Bergues EDunkerque
B Bergues, Le Beffroi,
plHenriBilliaert; www.
bergues.fr

South of Dunkerque lies a flat,
agricultural plain with narrow
waterways and expansive
skies —an archetypal Flemish
landscape with canals, cyclists
and ancient windmills. The
Noordmeulen, built just north
of Hondschoote in 1127, is
thought to be the oldest
windmill in Europe.

From Hondschoote the D3
follows the Canal de la Basse
Colme west to Bergues, a
fortified wool town with fine
16th- to 17th-century Flemish
works in its Musée du Mont-
de-Piété. Further south, the
hilltop town of Cassel has a
cobbled Grande Place with
16th- to 18th-century build-
ings, and views across Flanders
fromits Jardin Public.

Musée du Mont-de-Piété
D 1rueduMontdePiété,
Bergues @2-6pm Thu-Mon
QNov-Apr @musees-
bailleul-bergues.com

BaiedelaSomme

AD1 B@2plGuillaumeLe
Conquérant, St-Valery-sur-
Somme; www.tourisme-
baiedesomme.fr

Although much of its salt
marshes are submerged

PICTURE PERFECT

@ Flemish Style
Flemish-stylebuildings
fromthel7thand18th
centuries, topped by
Dutch gables, surround
Arras'smainsquares,
the Grand Placeand
adjacentplacedes
Héros - enchantingly
illuminated at night.

Aerial view of the salt marshes that
distinguish the Baie dela Somme

during high tides, the vast
estuary of the Somme River
provides habitat for 300 spe-
cies of birds. The best place
to learn about the Baie de la
Somme’s avian life is the wild,
open Parc du Marquenterre
Bird Sanctuary, which has
three walking trails where
guides can help spot rare
birds. Local experts offer
guided walks across the
estuary and seal-watching
excursions. The seafront
towns of Le Crotoy and
St-Valery-sur-Somme offer
places to stay and eat.

ParcduMarquenterre
Bird Sanctuary

B25bis chemindes
Garennes, Saint-Quentin-
en-Tourmont @Mid-Feb-
Oct:10am-5pmdaily; Nov-
mid-Feb: Sat & Sun

@ parcdumarquenterre.fr

ValléedelaSomme

AD2 BDSomme IR
Amiens @16 pl André
Audinot, Péronne; www.
somme-tourisme.com

The name “Somme” is sadly
synonymous with the slaugh-
ter and horror of trench
warfare during World War |
(p68). Yet the Somme Valley is
home to pretty countryside,
avast estuary wetland and

abundant wildlife. Lakes and
woods alongside provide
enjoyable camping, walking
and fishing.

Battlefields lie along the
river and its tributaries north
and northeast of Amiens, and
extend north to Arras. Neat
World War | Commonwealth
cemeteries cover the area.
The Historial de la Grande
Guerre at Péronne gives a
thoughtful introduction to the
war. Parc Mémorial Beaumont-
Hamel, near Albert, is a real
battlefield left to disappear in
its own time. Travel to Vimy
Ridge Canadian Memorial,
near Arras, to see a bloodbath
battle site preserved as it was,
and to Notre-Dame de Lorette,
the French National Cemetery.

West of Amiens, Samara -
the Gallo-Roman name for
Amiens - is France’s largest
archaeological park. Taking
visitors back 600,000 years, it
features reconstructions of
prehistoric dwellings, and
exhibitions explaining early
crafts such as flint-cutting and
corn-grinding. Further down-
stream, Eglise St-Vulfran at
Abbeville is noted for its
Flamboyant Gothic west front
with beautifully carved
16th-century door panels.

-

Pavement cafésonplace
desHéros facing the
Hbételde Ville, Arras



Did You_l(now?

The waterfront villas
at St-Valéry-sur-
Somme were
getaways for thelikes
of Victor Hugo.

St-Valéry-sur-Sommeiis a
charming harbour resort
with a historic upper town
and a tree-lined promenade
looking across the estuary.
Birdwatchers should visit

the Parc Ornithologique de
Marquenterre on the far shore
near delightful Le Crotoy,

or the Maison de la Baie de
Somme et de 'Oiseau nearby
at Lanchéres.

HistorialdelaGrande
Guerre

@ ® DChateaudePéronne
O Apr-Oct: 9:30am-6pm
daily; Nov-mid-Dec & mid-
Jan-Mar: 9:30am-5pm Thu-
Tue QMid-Dec-mid-Jan
@historial.fr

Samara

QLa

Chaussée-
Tirancourt
Hoursvary,
check website
@samara.fr

>

7 2N
L]

0

Arras

AD1 @DPasdeCalais A&
B Hotel de Ville, pldes
Héros; www.explore
arras.com

The centre of Arras is graced
by two picturesque cobbled
squares enclosed by houses
with 17th-century Flemish-
style facades. A triumph of
postwar reconstruction, each
residence in the Grand'Place
and the smaller place des
Héros has a slightly varying
design, with some original
shop signs still visible.

A monumental Hotel de
Ville rebuilt in the Flamboyant
Gothic style stands at the
west end of place des Héros -
in the foyer are four giants,
Colas, Dédé, Ami Bidasse and
Jacqueline, who swagger
round the town during local
festivals. You can take a lift up
to the belfry for superb views,
or take a guided tour into the
underground passages below
that were cut in the limestone
in the 10th century. They have
often served as shelter, during
World War | notably, as a sub-
terranean army camp.

The huge Abbaye St-Vaast
includes the Musée des
Beaux-Arts. The museum
contains some fine medieval
sculpture, including a pair of
beautiful 13th-century angels.

EAT

LeBistrotde Flandre
Inthecentreof
Compiégne, thisbuzzy
bistrogives French
classicsamodern twist.
ME2 Q16quaidela
République, Compiégne
Mbistrotdeflandre.fr

©®

Meert
Almostunchanged
since 1839, this
patisserieis famous
foritsvanilla
gaufres (waffles).
BE1 D27rue
Esquermoise, Lille
@ meert.fr

©®©®

Hotelde Ville

® @ BPldesHéros @0321
512695 @Building:Jul-Aug:
Sun pm, Mon-Fri; tunnels:
Feb-Dec:daily; belfry: daily
{Q25Dec, 1]Jan

Musée des Beaux-Arts

©22rue Paul Doumer
[@0321712643 @llam-
6pm Wed-Mon QPub hols

2Eal)
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Compiégne

D2 D0oise A@ @Plde
I'Hétel de Ville; www.
compiegne-tourisme.fr

Compiegne is where Joan
of Arc was captured by the
Burgundians in 1430. A 16th-
century Hotel de Ville with a
towering belfry rules over the
centre, but the town is most
famous for its royal Chateau
de Compiegne. Designed as
a summer residence for Louis
XV, the chateau was completed
by Louis XVI, then restored by
Napoleon and later became a
residence of Napoleon Ill and
Empress Eugénie. Tours of the
Imperial Apartments take in
the sumptuous bedrooms of
Napoleon I and Marie-Louise.
Within the chateau, the
Musée du Second Empire and
Musée de l'lmpératrice display

Did You_l(now?

Compiegne’'s famous
railway carriage was
destroyedby the
Germansin1945.

Sumptuousinteriorsin
the privateapartments

furniture, memorabilia and
portraits, while the Musée
de la Voiture is an assembly
of historic carriages, bicycles
and early motor cars.

South and east of the town,
the old hunting grounds of
the Forét de Compiegne
spread as far as Pierrefonds,
with ample space for walks
and picnics beneath its oaks
and beeches.

The Clairiere de ['Armistice,
north of the N31, marks the
spot where the armistice of
World War | was signed on
11 November 1918. The small
Musée Wagon de l'Armistice
has a replica of the railway
carriage where the
ceremony took place,
which was used again
in World War Il by
Hitler as a humiliating
venue for the signing
of the French surrender
on 22 June 1940.

Chateaude Compiégne
Pl duGénéral de Gaulle
Wed-Mon Q1]an,1May,
25Dec @palaisde
compiegne.fr

atChateaude Compiegne

Musée Wagonde
I'Armistice

DClairiére del'Armistice,
Routede Soissons @10am-
5:30pm daily (to 6pm Mar-
Nov) Q1]an, 25Dec

@ musee-armistice-14-18.fr

o

Dunkerque

AD1 DNord 22

B LeBeffroi, ruedel’'Amiral

Ronarc’h; www.ot-
dunkerque.fr

Though a major industrial
port, Dunkerque has much
Flemish character. Start a

%

Statue of local hero
JeanBartstandingin
Dunkerque’s old centre




tour from place du Minck, with
its fresh fish stalls. Nearby
Musée Portuaire celebrates
the town’s maritime history.
In the old centre, stands a
statue that commemorates
local hero Jean Bart, a 17th-
century corsair, who lies in
Eglise St-Eloi. Its belfry (1440)
offers fine views.

Other noteworthy places
include Le Mémorial du
Souvenir, which features an
exhibition of the dramatic
evacuation of 350,000 British
and French troops in 1940,
and the Lieu d’Art et d’Action
Contemporaine (LAAC),
housing a fine collection
of ceramics and glassware.

Musée Portuaire
B9quaidelaCitadelle
@Hours vary, check website
Q1]Jan,1&8May, 25Dec,
2wksJan @musee
portuaire.com

Le Memorial du Souvenir
® @ DRuedesChantiersde
France @0328667921

O Apr-Sep: 10am-noon &
2-5:30pmdaily

Lieud'Artetd’'Action
Contemporaine (LAAC)
DJardinde sculptures,
302avdesBordées
[@9.30am-6pm Tue-Sun
QPublichols @musees-
dunkerque.eu

Noyon

ME2 DOoise @
BplBertrand Labarre;
www.noyon-tourisme.com

Noyon has long been a
religious centre. The Cathédrale
de Notre-Dame, dating from
1150, is the fifth to be built on
this site and was completed
by 1290. It provides a harmo-
nious example of the transition
from the Romanesque to the
Gothic style.

Alocal history museum,
the Musée du Noyonnais,
occupies part of the former
Bishop's Palace, and at the

cathedral’s east end is a rare
half-timbered chapter library
built in 1506.

Jean Calvin, the Protestant
theologian and one of the
leaders of the Reformation,
was born here in 1509 and is
commemorated in the small
Musée Jean Calvin.

Musée du Noyonnais

B Ancien Palais
Episcopal, 7ruedel’Evéché
[@0344094341 @10am-
noon & 2-5pm Tue-Sun (to
6pm Apr-Oct) (111 Nov, 24
Dec-2]an

[12)

Senlis

AD2 Boise & @Pldu
Parvis Notre-Dame;
www.senlis-tourisme.fr

Senlis is worth visiting for its
Gothic cathedral and the well-
preserved historic streets.
Cathédrale Notre-Dame was
built during the 12th century
and the sculpted central
doorway of its west front,
depicting the Assumption

of the Virgin, influenced later
cathedrals such as in Amiens
(p192). The south tower’s spire
dates from the 13th century,
while the south transept,
built in the mid-16th century,
makes an ornate contrast
with the austerity of earlier
years. Opposite the west
front, a gateway leads to the
ruins of the Chateau Royal
and its gardens. Here the
Musée de la Vénerie, in a
former priory, celebrates
hunting through paintings,
old weapons and trophies.

MuséedelaVénerie
@®©® DPlduParvis
Notre-Dame @ 10am-
1pm&2-6pm Wed-Sun
Q1]an,1May, 25Dec
Wmusees-senlis.fr

-

Paintingsand hunting
trophiesin themain
hall, Muséedela Vénerie

STAY

AuVintage
Inal920smansion, this
cosy, welcoming B&Bis
convenient tomany of
themostimportant
Sommebattlefield sites.

D2 D19ruede
Corbie, Albert
@ chambres-dhotes-
albert.com

®

Chateaude Beaulieu
Ensconcedinal7th-
century chateau, this
hotel hasbright,
spaciousroomsand
afine Michelin-
starredrestaurant.
ME1 D1098ruede

Lillers, Busnes @lechat
eaudebeaulieu.fr

©©®

Les Tourelles
This unpretentious
beachfrontBaiede

Somme hotelhasanold-
schoolmaritime vibe
and agood-valuebistro.
D1 D2-4RuePierre

Guerlain, Le Crotoy
@lestourelles.com

®©®
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Lille

AE1 DNord £36
B 1rueduPalaisRihour;
www.lilletourism.com

Lille has excellent shops and
markets and a powerful sense
of its historic Flemish identity -
the Flemish name, Rijssel,
is still used and some of the
area’s one million residents
speak a Franco-Flemish patois.
With heavy industry declining,
the city has turned to high-
tech. A modern commercial
quarter, including the ultra-
modern Euralille shopping
complex, adjoins Lille Europe
station, the TGV/Eurostar/
Thalys rail interchange.
The city’s metro, VAL, is a
driverless automatic train.
The city’s charm lies in its
historic centre, Vieux Lille -
a mass of cobbled squares
and narrow streets packed
with stylish shops, cafés and
restaurants. Place du Général
de Gaulle forms its hub, with
facades including the 17th-
century Vieille Bourse (Old
Exchange). Adjacent stand
the Nouvelle Bourse and
the Opéra, both built in
the early 20th century.
The moated Citadel by
Vauban is also notable.

EXPERIENCE LeNordand Picardy

200

0

Parc Astérix

E2 @Plailly @Apr-early
Nov (times vary, check
website) @parcasterix.fr

Near Charles de Gaulle airport
a small fortified Gaulish village
has its own customs controls,
currency and radio station
(Menhir FM). One of the most
popular theme parks in France,
it is dedicated to Asterix the
Gaul and all the other charac-
ters in Goscinny and Uderzo's
famous cartoon strip: Getafix,
Obelix, Cacofonix et al. The
Romans are driven crazy as
they try to subdue these larger-
than-life Gauls, who dodge
patrolling Roman centurions.
Hilarious battles take place.

The park is as much about
French history as about the
cartoons. Via Antiqua and the
Roman City are lighthearted
but still genuinely educational.
The Rue de Paris shows this
city through the centuries,
including the construction of
Notre-Dame cathedral.

There are non-historical
attractions too, such as a
dolphinarium and Zeus’
Thunder high-speed roller
coaster. Check out the latest
rides — there’s usually some-
thing new every year.

Did You_l(now'!

Goscinny and Uderzo
wereinspired by
Vercingetorix, who
united the Gauls
against Rome.

®

Laon

AE2 D Aisne @ BHotel-
Dieu, plduParvis Gauthier
de Montagne; www.
tourisme-paysdelaon.com

The capital of the département
of Aisne, Laon occupies a
dramatic site on top of a long,
narrow ridge surrounded by
wide plains.

The pedestrianized rue
Chatelaine leads to Laon’s
splendid Cathédrale de Notre-
Dame. Completed in 1235, the
cathedral lost two of its original
seven towers in the Revolution
but remains a fine monument
to the early Gothic style.

Details include the deep
porches of the west facade,
the four-storey nave and the
carved Renaissance screens
enclosing its side chapels.

The immense 13th-century

Familiesenjoyingarideat
the popular Parc Astérix

amusement park



rose window in the apse
represents the Glorification
of the Church. Protruding
from the cathedral’s western
towers are statues paying
tribute to the oxen that were
used to haul up stone for

its construction.

The rest of medieval Laon
rewards casual strolling: a
promenade rings the 16th-
century Citadelle further east,
while to the south you can
follow the ramparts past the
Porte d’Ardon and Porte des
Chenizelles to Eglise St-Martin.
South of Laon is Chemin des
Dames, named after Louis
XV's daughters, who used to
take this route; it is more often
remembered as a World War |
battlefield and is lined with
cemeteries and memorials.

o

Chantilly
AD2 B0ise BE B73rue

du Connétable; www.
chantilly-tourisme.com

The horse-racing capital of
France, Chantilly offers a classy
combination of chateau, park
and forest that has long made
it a popular excursion.

With origins in Gallo-Roman
times, the chateau of today
started to take shape in 1528,
when Anne de Montmorency,
Constable of France, had the
old fortress replaced and the
Petit Chateau added. During
the time of the Great Prince of
Condé (1621-86), renovation
work continued and André
Le Nétre created a park and
fountains that made even
Louis XIV jealous. Destroyed
in the Revolution, the Grand
Chéateau was again rebuilt
and its receptions and hunting
parties became crowded by
the fashionable high society
of the 1820s and 1830s. It
was finally replaced by a
Renaissance-style chateau
in the late 19th century.

Today the Grand Chateau
and the Petit Chateau form
the Musée Condé, displaying
art treasures collected by its

}'$
Ay

last private owner, the Duke of
Aumale. These include work
by Raphael, Botticelli, Poussin
and Ingres. Among the most
precious items is the famous
15th-century illuminated
manuscript Les Trés Riches
Heures du Duc de Berry, repro-
ductions of which are on view.
You can also tour the opulent
stately apartments.

Both chateaux are upstaged
by the magnificent stables
(Grandes Ecuries), an eques-
trian palace designed by Jean
Aubert in 1719 to house 240
horses and 500 dogs. It is
occupied by the Musée du
Cheval. Devoted to equine art
and culture, it also presents
various breeds of horses and
ponies, riding displays and spe-
cial events related to horses.

Musée Condé

@®® BChateaude
Chantilly (80344273180
@Museum: Apr-Oct: 10am-
6pmdaily, Nov-Mar:10:30am-
5pm Wed-Mon; park: Apr-
Oct:10am-8pm, Nov-Mar:
10:30am-6pm QJan

Musée Condé, theart
gallery of Chantilly, one
of thelargestinFrance

Musée du Cheval

D GrandesEcuriesdu
Prince de Condé, Chantilly
Apr-Oct:10am-6pm daily;
Nov-Mar:10:30am-7pm
Wed-Mon; park to 8pm
@domainedechantilly.com

CHANTILLY RACES

Chantillyisashrine to
theloveaffairbetween
theFrenchupper classes
andequestriansport.

It helditsfirst official
racein1834, and today
some 2,000 horsesare
trainedinthe surroun-
dingforests.Every
June, the Chantilly
racetrackbecomesthe
focusof theflatracing
season, when topriders
and their thoroughbreds
compete for prestigious
historic trophies.
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Thesplendid Chateaude
Pierrefonds towering
over the charming village

T

QOO

Chateaude
Pierrefonds

E2 QRue Viollet-le-Duc
Oise (@Sep-Apr:10am-
5:30pmdaily; May-Aug:
9:30am-6pmdaily (Q1]an,
1May, 25Dec @chateau-
pierrefonds.fr

The immense Chateau de
Pierrefonds dominates the
small riverside village below.

VIOLLET-LE-DUC

Animpressive castle was
constructed here by Louis
d'Orléans in the 14th century,
but by 1813 it had become a
picturesque ruin, which
Napoleon | purchased for
less than 3,000 francs.

In 1857, Emperor Napoleon
Il commissioned the architect
Viollet-le-Duc to restore the
castle, and in 1884 Pierrefonds
was reborn as a museum of
fortification. The exterior, with
its moat, drawbridge, towers

Renowned architectural theorist

Viollet-le-Duc (1814-79) was
thefirsttofully appreciate
Gothicarchitecture. His1854
dictionary of architecture
celebrated medievalbuilding

techniques, showingthatarches

and tracery were solutions to
architectural problems,
not mere decoration. His
restoration work
included the
Notre-Dame
inParis (p86).

and double sentry walks, is

a diligent reconstruction of
medieval military architecture.
The interior, by contrast, is
enlivened by romantic fancies.

1e)

Le Touquet

AD1 DPasdeCalais A&
BPavillon Cousteau, 370
AvenueLouis Aboudaram;
www.letouquet.com

Properly known as Le Touquet
Paris-Plage, this resort was
created in the 19th century
and became fashionable with
the rich and famous between
the two world wars. A vast pine
forest spreads around the town
sheltering stately villas. To

the west, a grid of smart
hotels, holiday residences

and sophisticated shops and
restaurants borders a long,
sandy beach. A racecourse and
two casinos are complemented
by seaside amusements and
sports facilities, including two
excellent golf courses, horse
riding and land yachting.



Did You_l(now'!

Frenchrapper Sianna,

oneof the few women

ontheFrenchscene, is
from Beauvais.

9]

Beauvais

AD2 D0ise &IB
B 1rueBeauregard;
www.visitbeauvais.fr

Heavily bombed in World
War Il, Beauvais is now a
modern town with one out-
standing jewel. Though never
completed, the Cathédrale
St-Pierre is a poignant, neck-
cricking finale to the vaulting
ambition that created the
great Gothic cathedrals.

In 1227, work began on a
building designed to soar
above all predecessors, but
the roof of the chancel caved
in twice from lack of structural

support before its completion
in the early 14th century. The
transept was not completed
until 1550. In 1573 its crossing
collapsed after a tower and
spire were added.

What remains today is
nevertheless a masterpiece,
rising 48 m (157 ft) high. In
the transept much of the
original 16th-century stained
glass survives, while near the
north door is a 90,000-part
astronomical clock assembled
in the 1860s. Displays take
place daily at 30 minutes
past the hour and cost €5.

The former Bishop's
Palace is now home to
Le MUDO - Musée de
l'Oise. The collection
includes archaeo-
logical finds, medieval
sculpture, tapestries
and local ceramics.

%

Exquisite decoration
andgiltleafon
theastronomical
clockinBeauvais's
Cathédrale St-Pierre

LeMUDO - Musée del'Oise
B Ancien Palais Episcopal,
1lrueduMusée @1lam-6pm
Wed-Mon Q1]an, Easter,
1May, 9Jun,1Nov, 25Dec
@mudo.oise.fr
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Thevineyards of Champagne onamisty morning

CHAMPACNE

The Romans were the first to plant grape vines in
the chalky hills of Champagne in the 5th century.
During the early Middle Ages, Hugh Capet, crowned
king at Reims in 987, and Pope Urban Il spread the
reputation of the region’s vineyards by serving

the pale white wine at ceremonies. The vineyards
of Champagne, owned by popes and European
royalty for centuries, continued to bring wealth,
while trade fairs in Troyes and flourishing textile
and metallurgical industries in Reims and St-Dizier
respectively established the region as an economic
powerhouse. In the 18th century, the British, fol-
lowed by the French nobility, developed a taste

for Champagne’s sparkling wine, and winemaking
became the region’s primary industry.

When Champagne’s sovereignty was abolished
in 1790, along with the rest of the traditional
French provinces, the region brought its prosperity
into the France nation state. Its peace was always
tenuous, however; for as a frontier region,
Champagne was invaded whenever France was
attacked by an eastern front. In 1870, during the
Franco-Prussian War Napoleon Il surrendered at
Sedan, while the vineyards of the region became
a battlefield throughout the both World Wars.
Thankfully, the regions wine cellars have recovered
and corks continue to pop into the 21st century.
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Mustsee
@ ReimsCathedral

Experience more

© Epernay
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O Rocroi

© Chaumont
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© Langres

@ Troyes
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REIMS CATHEDRAL

ME2 @PlaceduCardinal Lucon EE&Reims @Cathedral: 7:30am-
7:30pmdaily; towers: hours vary, check website @cathedrale-reims.fr

Noted for its monumental stature, Reims’s magnificent Gothic
Cathédrale Notre-Dame was the setting for coronations from medie-
val times till 1825, when Charles X was crowned. In 1429 the corona-
tion of Charles VIl here was attended by Joan of Arc. The Gallery

of the Kings, with 56 statues of past monarchs, decorates its
western facade.

A cathedral has stood on this site since 401,
but the present building was begun in 1211.
During the Revolution, the rood screen and
windows were destroyed, but the stonework
survived. World War | damage was fully
restored in 1996, to coincide with the
1,500th anniversary of the baptism of
Clovis, King of the Franks, at Reims -
considered the first coronation of a

French king. Rich in statuary, Reims is

often called “the cathedral of angels” on
account of the many statues of angels that
grace the facade and flying buttresses. Angel
musicians can also be seen in the glorious
13th-century rose window. Inside are beautiful
stained-glass windows designed by Chagall.

World War I damage was fully

restored in 1996, to coincide WHATELSETO

- - SEE IN REIMS
with the1,500th anniversary - )
- . - Reims’s Roman pastis
of the baptism of Clovis, King recalledby the Porte de

of the Franks, at Reims. Mars, arichly decorated
triplearch from the 3rd
century. Basilique St-
Rémi, aBenedictine
abbey church, mixes
Romanesque and early
Gothicelements. The
Musée des Beaux-Arts
(www.musees-reims.
fr)houses portraitsby
theCranachsandland-
scapesby Corot. At the

b
&3

.

=

Musée Hotel Le Vergeur )

é
(www.museelevergeur.

com), thehighlightisa
set of original printsby
AlbrechtDiirer (1471-
1528). The French HQ of
Dwight D Eisenhower
now forms the centre-
piece of the Muséede
laReddition (www.
musees-reims.fr).

Thecathedral's majestic facade, a
masterpiece of the French Gothicstyle



Must See

During World War,
Reims Cathedral
was hitbyaround
300 German
artillery shells.
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Thesoaringnave of Reims
Cathedral, withits exquisite
stained glass (inset).
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EXPERIENCE MORE

Awooden caskon
display atEpernay’s
house of Mercier

Epernay

[AE2 @QMarne B @7av
de Champagne; www.ot-
epernay.fr

The main reason for visiting
Epernay is to burrow into the
chalky caves and taste the
Champagne. The town lives
off the fruits of its profitable
Champagne industry. As proof,
the avenue de Champagne
quarter abounds in mock-
Renaissance mansions. Moét
et Chandon, dating back to
1743, is the largest and slickest
maison. Its underground cellars
stretch for 28 km (18 miles).
The group also owns other
Champagne houses, such as
Mercier, Krug, Veuve Clicquot
and Ruinart. There is little to
choose between a visit to the

GREAT VIEW

Hautvillers
Accordingto19th-
century marketing, Dom
Perignon (1638-1715)
invented Champagne
inHautvillers, apicture-
perfectlittle village
near Epernay with
vine-covered hillsides
allaround.

cellars of Moét et Chandon or
Mercier - both are in avenue
de Champagne. Mercier has
the distinction of displaying
a giant tun (cask) created for
the 1889 Paris Exhibition,
and takes you through the
caves in an electric train.

De Castellane offers a more
personalized tour, accom-
panied by a heady dégustation.

MoétetChandon

@®@® B20avdeChampagne
By appt only, Apr-mid-Nov:
daily; mid-Nov-Dec & Feb-
Mar: Mon-Fri @moet.com

Mercier

@® @70avdeChampagne
QFeb-26 Mar: Thu-Sun;

27 Mar-Nov: daily

@ champagnemercier.fr

DeCastellane

@® B57ruede Verdun
[@Mid-Mar-Dec: daily
@castellane.com

Vallée delaMeuse

AF2 @Ardennes
EMonthermé EPlJean
Baptiste Clément,
Monthermé; www.
tourisme-meuse.com

The Meuse meanders through
the Ardennes among spec-
tacular scenery of wild gorges,
woods and warped rock for-
mations of granite or schist.
Dramatically setona
double meander of the Meuse,
Revin is a rather unremarkable
town in an exceptional site, its
Vieille Ville (Old Town) tucked
into the north bend. From the
quay, you can see wooded
Mont Malgré Tout and a route
dotted with observation points

%

TheChateaude Chaumont,
afairytale vision of plump
turretsand piercing spires

The Meuse meanders
through the
Ardennes among
spectacular scenery
of wild gorges,
woods and warped
rock formations of
granite or schist.

and steep trails. Just south is
Dames de la Meuse, a rocky
outcrop over the river gorge.

The town of Monthermé
lies on two banks, with its
Vieille Ville clustered on the
charming left bank. The rocky
gorges around Roche a Sept
Heures on the far bank entice
climbers and ramblers. The
jagged crest of Rocher des
Quatre Fils d’Aymon suggests
the silhouette of four legend-
ary local horsemen.

Rocroi

[AF2 D Ardennes
E@Monthermé B1lter
rue du Pavillon; www.
otrocroi.com

Set on the Ardennes plateau,
the star-shaped citadel of
Rocroi was originally built
under Henri Il in 1555, and
later made impregnable by
military strategist Sébastien

W

e



Le Prestre de Vauban in 1675.
The main attraction is the
walk along the ramparts
from the southern gateway.
The nature reserve at Riezes
is home to carnivorous plants
and orchids.

Chaumont

AF3 QHaute-Marne A&
07 avduGénéralde Gaulle;
www.tourisme-chaumont-
champagne.com

The former residence of the
Counts of Champagne, this
feudal town enjoyed great
prestige in the 13th century.
On the far side of a ravine,
the old town sits on a rocky
spur, with the Palais de Justice
and the medieval castle domi-
nating the view.

The keep is a reminder that
this administrative centre had
a formidable past. This is con-
firmed by the Renaissance
town houses, which are bulging
with tourelles d'escaliers, tur-
reted staircases. Basilique
St-Jean-Baptiste, a grey-stone
Champenois church, is the
most remarkable monument
in Chaumont. The interior is
enlivened by a spider’s web
of vaulting, a striking turreted
staircase and Renaissance
galleries. Near the
entrance is a tiny 1
chapel containing \
an unsettling Mise
au Tombeau ;
(1471), an A

METHODE CHAMPENOISE

Thesecret tomakingbubbly isinits second
fermentation. After liqueur de tirage (wine,
sugarand yeast)isadded, thewineis
bottledand, overayearormore, the yeast
converts the sugar toalcoholand carbon
dioxide - thelatter produces the sparkle.
Cloudy yeast sediments are moved
towards the cork by slowly elevating

and turningeachbottleinaprocess

called remuage. Themouth of the bottle
isfrozenand the sedimentsremoved
(dégorgement). Finally, the sweetness
isadjusted by addingliqueur de dosage
(amixture of wineand sugar) and the
bottleis sealed with ahigh-pressure

cork held on withawire hood.

intense multicoloured stone
group of ten mourners gath-
ered around Christ laid out on
a shroud in his tomb. In the
left transept is a bizarre but
beguiling Tree of Jesse. On this
ill-lit Renaissance stone relief,
a family tree sprouts from
the sleeping Jesus.
Northwest of Chaumont,
Colombey-les-Deux-Eglises
is associated with General
Charles de Gaulle (1890-1970).
The de Gaulles bought their
home, La Boisserie, in 1933,
but had to abandon it during
the war, when it was badly
damaged. After its restoration,
de Gaulle would return to La
Boisserie from Paris at
weekends to write
his memoirs. He died -

i

here on 9 November 1970. His
house is now a museum. In the
village churchyard, he liesin a
simple tomb, but a giant gran-
ite cross of Lorraine, erected in
1972, dominates the skyline.
At its foot is the Mémorial
Charles de Gaulle, a museum
dedicated to his life.

LaBoisserie

B Rue Général de Gaulle,
Colombey-les-Deux-Eglises
[@0325015252 OQApr-Sep:
daily; Oct-Mar: Wed-Mon
{QMid-Dec-Jan

Mémorial Charles

de Gaulle

B Colombey-les-Deux-
Eglises @May-Sep: daily;
Oct-Apr: Wed-Mon QJan, 24,
25&31Dec @memorial-
charlesdegaulle.fr
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Chalons-en-
Champagne

ME2 OMarne BE
B3 quaides Arts; www.
chalons-tourisme.com

Encircled by the River Marne
and minor canals, Chalons
has a sleepy bourgeois charm
thanks to its half-timbered
houses and gardens mirrored
in canals. Nearby are vine-
yards producing Blanc de
Blancs (Champagne made

only from Chardonnay grapes).

From quai de Notre-Dame
there are views of old bridges
and the Romanesque towers
of Notre-Dame-en-Vaux, a
masterpiece of Romanesque
Gothic. Behind the church is
a well-restored medieval
quarter and the Musée du
Cloitre de Notre-Dame-en-
Vaux, containing the original
Romanesque cloisters.

Cathédrale St-Etienneis a
Gothic affair with a Baroque
portal, Romanesque crypt
and medieval windows.
Beyond is Le Petit Jard, river-
side gardens overlooking the
Chateau du Marché, and
a tollgate built by
Henri IV.River tours 4
are available from

the tourist office.

Musée du Cloitre de Notre-
Dame-en-Vaux

@ ® DRue Nicolas Durand
@0326693853 @@ 10am-
12pm &2-6pm Wed-Mon Q1
Jan,1May,1&11Nov, 25Dec

Argonne

AF2 QArdennes &
Meuse @Chalons @ Ste-
Menehould @6pldula
République, Clermonten
Argonne; www.tourisme-
argonne.com

East of Reims, the Argonne
is full of picturesque valleys
and forests, dotted with
priories, trenches and war
cemeteries. As a wooded
border between the rival
bishoprics of Lorraine and
Champagne, the Argonne was
home to abbeys and priories.
Now a ruin, the abbey of
Beaulieu-en-Argonne boasts
a 13th-century wine press and
has forest views. Just north is
Les Islettes, known for its
faience pottery. The hilly ter-
rain here was a battleground
during the Franco-Prussian
War and World War . The dis-
puted territory of Butte de
Vauquois, north of Les Islettes,
bears a war memorial.

GothicCathédrale St-Etienne,
sittingalongside the canalat
Chalons-en-Champagne

W2 TopFIVE

CHAMPAGNE
HOUSES

Moét et Chandon
Offerssomeof Epernay’s
mostelegantand
impressive cellar tours
(www.moet.com).

Mumm

Not far from the centre
of Reims, informative
tours take youdeepinto
chalkcellars (www.
mumm.com).

Pommery
Fromanentrancehallin
Reims, 101 stepslead
down to Gallo-Roman
cellars, decorated with
art (www.champagne-
pommery.com,).

JosephPerrier
Basedin Chalons-en-
Champagne, this family
househas3kmof chalk
cavestoexplore (www.
josephperrier.com).

Tattinger

Cellar toursinReims
take youtoGallo-Roman
quarriesandal3th-
century abbey (www.
taittinger.com).

L'Epine
NE2 @QMarne @Chalons
& B3quaidesArts,

Chalons enChampagne;
0326651789

Surrounded by idyllic rural
scenes and rolling countryside,
L'Epine is worth visiting if only
for a glimpse of the Basilique
de Notre-Dame de lEpine,
surrounded by wheatfields.
Designed on the scale of a
cathedral, this 15th-century
Flamboyant Gothic church has
been a pilgrimage site since
medieval times. Even French
kings have come here to vene-
rate a “miraculous” statue of
the Virgin. On the facade, three



Cafésspillingoutonthe
cobblesat thecentre
of pretty Langres

gabled portals are offset

by floating tracery, a gauzy
effect reminiscent of Reims
Cathedral. All around are gar-
goyles, symbolizing evil spirits
and deadly sins, chased out
by the holy presence within.
Unfortunately, the most
risqué sculptures were
destroyed, judged obscene
by 19th-century puritans.
The subdued Gothic interior
contains a 15th-century rood
screen and the venerated
statue of the Virgin.

CHAMPAGNE TIMBER
CHURCHES

Anhoursouth of
LEpineliesaregion

of woodland and water
meadows, containing
12Romanesque and
Renaissance half-
timbered churches with
curious pointed gables
and caquetoirs, rickety
wooden porches. Setin
rural spots, they feature
intimateand often
beautifully carved
interiors with stained-
glass windows designed
inthe vivid colours of
the School of Troyes.

Langres

[AF3 @Haute-Marne

B & BSquareOlivier
Lahalle; www.tourisme-
langres.com

Set on a rocky spur, Langres
lies beyond Chaumont, in

the backwaters of southern
Champagne. This ancient
bishopric was one of the gate-
ways to Burgundy and the
birthplace of the encyclopedist
Denis Diderot (1713-84).
Langres promotes itself as a
land of springs, claiming that
its proximity to the sources of
the Seine and Marne grant it

The16th-century timber
church at Bailly-le-Franc

mystical powers. Virtually the
whole town is enclosed by well-
preserved medieval ramparts,
undoubtedly Langres'’s best-
known attraction. A succes-
sion of towers and parapets
provide glimpses of the roman-
tic town gates and sculpted
Renaissance mansions, with
panoramic views of the Marne
Valley, the Langres plateau,
the Vosges and, on a clear
day, even Mont Blanc.

Near Porte Henri IV is the
much-remodelled Cathédrale
St-Mammes. In Burgundian
Romanesque style, the
gloomy vaulted interior is
redeemed by the sculpted
capitals in the apse, reputedly
taken from a temple of Jupiter.
The town’s Musée d’Art et
d’Histoire presents archae-
ological finds from the region,
and has some interesting
collections of paintings,
engravings and sculpture.

Langres’s lively summer
season includes historical
re-enactments, theatre
and firework displays. Its
nearby lakes, Lac de Charmes
and Lac de la Vingeanne, offer
excellent opportunities for
fishing and birdwatching.

Muséed'Art et d'Histoire
O PlduCentenaire 52

O Apr-Sep: 9am-noon &1:30-
6:30pm; Oct-Mar:1:30-
5:30pm 1]an, 1 May, 1Nov,
25Dec @musees-langres.fr
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Troyes

[AE3 DAube BE
B 16rue Aristide Briand;
www.tourisme-troyes.com

Troyes is a delight, a city of
magnificent Gothic churches
and charming 16th-century
half-timbered houses, in a his-
torical centre shaped like a
champagne cork. The city is
famous for its heritage of
stained glass and andouillettes
(sausages), as well as its long
established hosiery industry
and factory shops.

A splended vaulted interior
opens out from the battered
Flamboyant Gothic west front

of the Cathédrale St-Pierre-et-
St-Paul. The nave is bathed in
mauvish-red rays from the
16th-century rose window,
complemented by the dis-
creet turquoise of the Tree of
Jesse window and the intense
blue of the medieval windows
of the apse.

Nearby, Eglise St-Nizier
glitters in the faded quarter
behind the cathedral with its
shimmering tiled Burgundian
roof. Inside, it is lit by windows
in a range of warm mauves
and soothing blues.

The Gothic Basilique
St-Urbain boasts grand flying
buttresses and 13th-century
windows. Eglise Ste-Madeleine
is noted for its elaborate

16th-century rood screen that
resembles lacy foliage, grapes
and figs. Beyond is a wall of
windows in browns, reds and
blues. The quaint ruelle des
Chats, a covered passageway,
connects rue Charbonnet and
rue Champeaux.

Set in one of the best-
preserved quarters is the
Eglise St-Pantaléon. Its
Gothic and Renaissance
interior houses an imposing
collection of 16th-century
statuary and severe grisaille
windows. The 17th-century
Hétel de Vauluisant contains
the Musée d’Art Champenois
(Regional Art Museum) and
the Musée de la Bonneterie,
dedicated to hosiery.

o

Sedan

AF2 QArdennes A&
032rue duMenil; www.
charleville-sedan-
tourisme.fr

Just to the east of Charleville
is the Chateau de Sedan, the
largest fortified castle in
Europe. There has been a
bastion on these slopes

since the 11th century, but
each Ardennes conflict has
spelled a new tier of defences
for Sedan.

In 1870, during the Franco-
Prussian War, with 700 Prussian
cannons turned on Sedan,
Napoleon Ill surrendered and
83,000 French prisoners were
deported to Prussia. In May
1940, after capturing Sedan,
German forces reached the
French coast a week later. The
seven-storey bastion contains
sections dating from early
medieval times to the 1550s.
Its highlights include the
16th-century fortifications,
the ramparts, and the magnif-
icent 15th-century eaves in
one tower.

e

Animpossing Gothicaisle
inCathédrale St-Pierre-
et-St-Paul, Troyes



The Musée du Chateau has
a fine collection of armour,
brought here by Napoleon
Bonaparte. There are also
tableaux of wax figures
illustrating medieval life.

The bastion is surrounded
by 17th-century slate-roofed
houses, which hug the banks
of the Meuse. These reflect
the city’s earlier prosperity
as a Huguenot stronghold.

Further south is Fort de
Villy-la-Ferté, one of the few
forts on the Maginot Line to
have been captured in combat
with the enemy in 1940.

Musée du Chateau

B ChateauFortdu Sedan,
coursduChateau [@032429
9880 @Daily

[12)

Charleville-Méziéres

AE2 B Ardennes BE
04 plDucale; www.charle-
ville-sedan-tourisme.fr

This riverside ford used to
be two towns. The medieval

citadel of Méziéres merged
with the neat Classical town
of Charleville in 1966. Méziéres
has irregular slate-covered
houses curving around a
bend in the Meuse. Battered
fortifications and gateways
are visible from the avenue
de St-Julien. Tucked into the
ramparts is the much
remodelled Gothic Notre-
Dame de 'Espérance.

A model of Louis XIIl urban
planning, the centrepiece of
Charleville is place Ducale,
which echoes place des
Vosges in Paris (p99). The poet
Arthur Rimbaud was born
nearby in 1854. No 12 rue
Bérégovoy, his modest birth-
place is still there, along with
his childhood home on the
Meuse at what is now 7 quai
Arthur Rimbaud.

Just along the quayside is
the Vieux Moulin, the town
house whose view inspired
“Le Bateau Ivre”, Rimbaud’s
greatest poem. Inside is the
Musée Rimbaud, which has
a collection of handwritten
manuscripts and photographs
by the poet.

Thisriverside ford used to be two towns.
The medieval citadel of Méziéres merged
with the neat Classical town of Charle-

ville in 1966.

Cheerful flowerbedsin
placeDucaleat theheart
of Charleville-Méziéres

Musée Rimbaud

B Quai ARimbaud
@0324324465 @Tue-Sun
Q1]Jan,1May, 25Dec

EAT

LaCavea
Champagne
Tasty classic
Champenoisedishes
and plenty of excellent
localfizzat thisbuzzy
local favourite.
[E2 D16Rue
Gambetta, Epernay
la-cave-a-
champagne.com

©®

ArtDeco Café
du Palais
Authenticbistrofood
andagreat winelist
servedunderan
exquisite Art Deco
stained-glass ceiling.
[E2 D14 Place Myron
Herrick, Reims
@ cafedupalais.fr

®
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One of the colourful streets found in Colmar, Alsace

ALSACE
AND LORRAINE

First settled by the Celts, Alsace was conquered in
the 1st century BC by the Romans, who established
vineyards here. The region was subsequently ruled
by the Germanic Alemanni tribe, and then from
the 5th century by the Franks. Although France
took control of most of Alsace in 1648 following
the end of the Thirty Years’ War, provisions of the
Treaty of Westphalia provided for local customs,
including the use of German, to be respected. In
1681, the Alsatian capital, Strasbourg, at last came
under the control of the French state. Neighbouring
Lorraine, also at the intersection of Germanic and
French cultures, was taken over by France in 1766.
Both Alsace and Lorraine’s northern section
were annexed by Germany following the Franco-
Prussian War (1870-71); it was only after World
War | that these regions re-joined France. Annexed
yet again by Nazi Germany in 1940, they were
returned to France once more in 1945. Since then,
Strasbourg has become a symbol of post-war
Franco-German reconciliation and serves as the
seat of the the European Parliament, the Council
of Europe and the European Court of Human Rights.
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Traditional half-timbered
housesin Strasbourg’s
scenic Old Town

STRASBQU RG

MG2 DBas-Rhin £J12km (7.5miles) SW Strasbourg @
PlacedelaGare @PldesHalles 817 pldelaCathédrale;

www.otstrasbourg.fr

Located halfway between Paris and Prague,
Strasbourg is, not surprisingly known as “the
crossroads of Europe”. The city wears its European
cosmopolitanism with ease - after all, its famous
cathedral has catered to both Catholic and Protestant
congregations. The city is one of the capitals of the

European Union, and the futuristic-looking European
Parliament building is located in the Wacken district,
outside the historic centre.

®

Cathédrale
Notre-Dame

DPlacedelaCathédrale
@8:30am-5:45pm Mon-
Sat,11:15-5:30pm Sun
@cathedrale-strasbourg.fr

A masterpiece of stone lace
work, the sandstone cathedral
“rises like a most sublime, wide-
arching tree of God”", as fre-
quent visitor Goethe marvelled.
Construction began in the late
11th century and ended only
in 1439, with the completion
of the west facade. The three
portals are ornamented with

statues and topped with a
rose window. At certain times,
mechanical figures appear
around the Astronomical Clock
accompanied by chimes.
There are wonderful views
from the viewing platform.

@©

PalaisRohan

32 plduChateau OWed-
Mon Q1]Jan, GoodFri, 1
May, 1&11Nov, 25Dec
@musees.strasbourg.eu

Designed by Robert de Cotte
in 1730, this grand Classical

palace was intended for the
prince-bishops of Strasbourg.
It houses three museums: the
Musée des Beaux-Arts; the
Musée Archéologique; and

the Musée des Arts Décoratifs,
which contains an exquisite
collection of ceramics and the
sumptuous State Apartments.

®©@

Musée Historique

B2ruedu Vieux-Marché-
aux-Poissons @ Tue-Sun
1]an, Good Fri,1May, 1&
11Nov, 25Dec @musees.
strasbourg.eu

The museum occupies the
16th-century city abattoir and
focuses on Strasbourg’s polit-
ical and military history. There
is a narrative-led audio tour
and a range of interactive
exhibitions and play areas

for children.

Did You_l(now'!

RougetdelLisle
wrote the French
nationalanthem,
“LaMarseillaise”,

in Strasbourg.
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Musée Alsacien

323 quaiSt-Nicolas 03
68985152 @Wed-Mon
Q1]an, GoodFri,1May, 1
Nov, 25Dec

This museum, housed in a
series of interconnecting
Renaissance buildings, has
fascinating exhibits on local
traditions, daily rural life, and
popular arts and crafts. It also
includes displays on the daily
life of Alsatian Jews.

®©

Muséedel'Oeuvre
Notre-Dame

BD3plduChateau M0368
985160 @Tue-Sun
Q1]an, Good Fri, 1 May,
1&11Nov, 25Dec

The cathedral's impressive
museum contains much of its
original sculpture, as well as
magnificent 11th-century
stained glass. This sombre
gabled house also displays

a collection of Medieval and
Renaissance Alsatian art.
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Muséed’Art Moderne
et Contemporain

D1plHans-JeanArp @03
68985155 @Tue-Sun
Q1]an, Good Fri, 1 May,
1&11Nov, 25Dec

Adrien Fainsilber’s cultural
flagship for the 21st century
is a marvel of glass and light
(particularly at night, when it
appears to float on the river).
Its superb collections run
from 1860 to 1950 (modern)
and from 1950 onwards.

Q@O

MM Park Museum

D4 rueGutenberg, La
Wantzenau 67610 @Tue-
Sun 1]an, GoodFri, 1
May, 1&11Nov, 25Dec
@mmpark.fr

The largest private collection
of World War Il artifacts in
Europe is housed in this lovely
museum outside Strasbourg.
The collection includes around
120 vehicles, plus numerous
uniforms and weapons.

Must See

SLEEP

Régent Petite
France
Housedinanold mill,
this five-starhotel
offersstylishrooms,
astate-of-the-artspa
and seasonal Alsatian
cuisine atitsriverside
restaurant.

Q5ruedesMoulins
Wregent-petite.
france.com

©©®

Carpe DiemHome
Locatedinahistoric
property, these
spacious apartments
combine contemporary
decor with classic
old-fashioned
Alsatiancharm.

[28ruedesOrfévres
@bijoux-carpediem.fr

©®
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EXPERIENCE MORE

Verdun

AF2 QMeuse BE @Plde
laNation; www.tourisme-
verdun.com

Verdun is remembered for the
horrors of the 1916 Battle of
Verdun, when about a million
men died over almost a whole
year of continuous bloodshed.
It is considered the worst
single battle of the Great War.

Several poignant museums,
memorials, battle sites and
cemeteries can be visited in the
hills just outside Verdun. In this
devastated regjon, nine villages
were obliterated without a
trace. The Musée-Memorial de
Fleury tells their story. Nearby,
the Ossuaire de Douaumont
contains the unidentified
bones of over 130,000 French
and German dead. One of the
most striking monuments to
the Battle of Verdun is Rodin’s
memorial in Verdun itself. It
depicts the winged figure of
Victory unable to soar trium-
phant because she has become
caught in the remains of a
dead soldier.

The town of Verdun was
heavily fortified over the
centuries. The crenellated
Porte Chaussée, a medieval
river gateway, still guards the
eastern entrance to the town

and is the most impressive of
the remaining fortifications.
The Citadelle de Verdun still
retains its 12th-century tower,
the only relic from the original
abbey that engineer Vauban
incorporated into his new
military design. Now a war
museum, the underground
Citadelle Souterraine
recreates life for soldiers
going to the front in World
War I. A moving display tells
how the “Unknown Soldier”
was chosen for the symbolic
tomb under the Arc de
Triomphe in Paris (p120).

The town centre is domi-
nated by the cathedral, where
Romanesque elements were
rediscovered after the 1916
bombardments.

Citadelle Souterraine

B AveduSoldat Inconnu
[@032984 8442 QHours
vary, callahead Q21 Dec-
lateJan

Toul

AF2 DMeurthe-et-Moselle
B& B@1plCharlesdeGaulle;
www.lepredenancy.fr

Lying within dark forests west
of Nancy, the octagonal for-
tress city of Toulis encircled

Did You_l(now'!

ToulwasthelronAge
capital of the Leuci
tribe;itsnameis
derived from theLeuci
name Tullum.

by the Moselle and the

Canal de la Marne. Along

with Verdun and Metz, Toul
was one of the 4th-century
bishoprics. In the early 18th
century, Vauban built the cita-
del, from which the ring of
defensive waterways, the
octagonal city ramparts and
the Porte de Metz remain.

The Cathédrale St-Etienne,
begun in the 13th century,
took over 300 years to build.
It suffered damage in World
War Il but its recognizable
Champenois style has sur-
vived, notably in the arched,
high-galleried interior. The
imposing Flamboyant Gothic
facade is flanked by octagonal
towers. Rue du Général-
Gengoult, behind the Gothic
Eglise St-Gengoult, contains a
clutch of sculpted Renaissance
houses. North of the city, the
local “grey” Cotes de Toul
wines are produced.

South of Toul, near the
town of Neufchateau, is the
birthplace of Joan of Arc at
Domrémy-La-Pucelle. Next
door to the house where she
was born is an exhibition
about her remarkable life.

Lying between Toul, Verdun,
and Metz is the vast Parc
Régional de Lorraine, which
takes in red-tiled cottages,
vineyards, forests, cropland,
chaumes (high pastureland),
marshes and lakes.

e

The Citadelle Souterraine
bringing World WarItolife
inafascinating presentation



Nancy

[AF2 @QMeurthe-et-
Moselle EIRAE B14pl
Stanislas; www.nancy-
tourisme.fr

Lorraine’s historic capital,
Nancy backs on to the
Canal du Marne and the River
Meurthe. In the 18th century,
Stanislas Leczinski, Duke of
Lorraine, transformed the city,
making it a model of 18th-
century town planning.
Nancy’s second golden age
was at the turn of the 20th
century, when glassmaker
Emile Gallé founded the
Ecole de Nancy, which was
a forerunner of the Art

Nouveau movement in France.

Nancy’s principal and most
renowned landmark is place
Stanislas. Laid out in the
1750s, this elegantly propor-
tioned square is enclosed by
highly ornate gilded wrought-
iron gates and railings, which
have been beautifully
restored. Lining the square
are fine hétels particuliers
(town houses) and there are
several chic restaurants.

An Arc de Triomphe leads
to place de la Carriere, a gra-
cious, tree-lined square. At
the far end, flanked by semi-
circular arcades, is the Gothic
Palais du Gouvernement.

Afountainandhighly ornate
gilded gates adorning place

Next door in the Parc de la
Pépiniére is Rodin’s statue of
Claude Lorrain, the landscape
painter, born near Nancy.

Grande Rue provides a
glimpse of medieval Nancy.
Of the original fortifications
the only one remaining is
the Porte de la Craffe, which
was used as a prison after
the Revolution. The dukes
of Lorraine are buried in the
crypt of the Eglise et Couvent
des Cordeliers, and the adjoin-
ing converted monastery
contains the Musée Lorrain
(closed for renovation until
2023), with displays of folklore,
furniture, costumes and crafts.

A renovation and modern
extension at the Musée des
Beaux-Arts have enabled
40 per cent more of the
museum’s remarkable collec-
tion of 14th- to 20th-century
European art to be seen,
including superb works
by Delacroix, Manet, Monet,
Utrillo and Modigliani.
Particularly stunning is
the Daum glassware.

The exhibits at the Musée
de l'Ecole de Nancy are
displayed in reconstructed
Art Nouveau settings. Most
noteworthy are the unique
collections of furniture, fabrics
and jewellery, as well as the
extensive fanciful glassware
and ceramics of Emile Gallé,
founder of the Ecole de Nancy.

StanislasinNancy

Eglise et Couventdes
Cordeliers

64 &66 Grande Rue
[@0383321874 @10am-
12.30pm & 2-6pm Tue-Sun
QPubhols

Musée des Beaux-Arts

® D3plStanislas
OWwed-Mon10am-6pm
QPubhols @mban.nancy.fr

Musée del'Ecole de Nancy
®©® B36-38ruedeSergent
Blandan @Wed-Sun10am-
6pm QPubhols @ecole-de-
nancy.com

WHITE STORKS

Longasymbol of
Alsace, white storks
wereon the verge of
localextinctionin the
mid-1970s, but due to
anintensive campaign
theregionisnowhome
toabout600breeding
pairs. Today, storks can
beseensoaring through
thesky -orstandingin
rooftopnestsclattering
theirbills - along the
Alsace WineRoute.
Youresuretosee
themintheareasof
Munster, Hunawihr
and Eguisheim, asall
threearehometostork
reintroduction centres.
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Buzzy café tables
outside Mulhouse’s
imposing townhall

Mulhouse

MAG3 @Haut-Rhin

fIA@ B1avRobert
Schuman; www.tourisme-
mulhouse.com

Close to the Swiss border,
Mulhouse is an industrial city
that was badly damaged in
World War I, but rebounded
with modern technical
museums and shopping
galleries, as well as Alsatian
taverns and Swiss wine bars.
Most visitors use the city as a
base for exploring the rolling
hills of the Sundgau on the
Swiss border.

Of the museums, Musée
de l'lmpression sur Etoffes, at
14 rue Jean-Jacques Henner, is
devoted to textiles and fabric
painting, while the Cité du
Train, at 2 rue Alfred Glehn,
has a collection of steam and
electric locomotives. Cité de
Automobile, at 15 rue de
I'Epée, boasts over 100
Bugattis, a clutch of Mercedes
and Ferraris, and Charlie
Chaplin’s Rolls-Royce. In the
Renaissance former town
hall, on place de la Réunion,
is the Musée Historique.

At Ungersheim, north of
Mulhouse, the Ecomusée
d’Alsace preserves the

region’s rural heritage. The
12th-century fortified house
from Mulhouse is a dramatic
building, complete with Gothic
garden. Farms are run along
traditional lines, with livestock
such as the Alsatian black pig.

Ecomusée d’Alsace

® @ BCheminduGrosswald
Hoursvary, check website
QJan-Mar &Nov
@Wecomusee.alsace

Guebwiller

AG3 DHaut-Rhin

M 45ruedelaRépublique;
www.tourisme-
guebwiller.fr

Surrounded by vineyards

and flower-filled valleys,
Guebiller is known as “the
gateway to the valley of
flowers”. However, as an
industrial town producing
textiles and machine tools,

it feels cut off from this rural
setting. Even so, the caves and
churches make it worth a visit.

Set on a pretty square, Eglise
Notre-Dame combines
Baroque theatricality with Neo-
Classical elegance, while Eglise
des Dominicains boasts Gothic
frescoes. Eglise St-Léger, the
Romanesque church, is the
most rewarding, especially the
facade, triple porch and portal.
The scenic Lauch valley,
northwest of Guebwiller, is
known as “Le Florival” because
of its floral aspect. Lautenbach
is used as a starting point for
hikes. The village has a pink
Romanesque church, with
a portal depicting human

HIDDEN GEM

Paper Museum
Mulhouseissomething
of anugly duckling due
toitslonghistoryasan
industrial powerhouse,
but the surprising Musée
duPapier Peint (www.
museepapierpeint.org)
alwayshassomething
colourfulonshow from
the18thcenturytothe
presentday.
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passion and the battle
between Good and Evil.

The square leads to the river,
a small weir, lavoir (public
washing place) and houses
overlooking the water.

Colmar

AG3 @Haut-Rhin A&
APl Unterlinden; www.
tourisme-colmar.com

As a trading post and river
port, the well-preserved
Colmar had its heyday in

the 16th century, when wine
merchants shipped their wine
along the waterways running
through the picturesque canal
quarter, now known as Petite
Venise. “Little Venice” is best
seen on a boat trip from the
tanners’ quarter to rue des
Tanneurs. The adjoining place
de [Alsacienne Douane is
dominated by the Koifhis, a
galleried customs house with
a Burgundian tiled roof, over-
looking half-timbered houses
sporting sculpted pillars.

Did You_l(now'!

Colmar'scityscape was
thebasis for the design
of the 2005]Japanese
animated film Howl's
Moving Castle.

Nearby, place de la Cathédrale
quarter is full of 16th-century
houses. Eglise St-Martin, essen-
tially Gothic, has a noted south
portal. To the west, the place
des Dominicains, busy with
cafés, is dwarfed by the Gothic
Eglise Dominicaine.

The adjoining square, place
Unterlinden, has the Musée
Unterlinden. Set in a Dominican
monastery, it displays early
Rhenish paintings. The high-
light is the Issenheim altar-
piece. A masterpiece of emo-
tional intensity, it is part of an
early 16th-century Alsatian
panel painting by Matthias
Griinewald. A three-storey
wing houses modern and
contemporary art.

Alongthequaidela
Poissonneriein the Petite
Venise area of Colmar

In the historic centre, the quaint
rue des Tétes has the former
wine exchange, a Renaissance
town house known as the
Maison des Tétes because

of the grimacing heads on

the gabled facade.

The Musée Bartholdi, on
rue des Marchands, is devoted
to Colmar-born Frédéric-
Auguste Bartholdi, designer
of the Statue of Liberty.

EAT

Buerehiesel
FeastonMichelin-
starred Alsatian
cuisineinanold house
northof the cathedral.
AG3 B4 parcde
I'Orangerie, Strasbourg
Mbuerehiesel.fr

©©®

Wistub Brenner
Traditional Alsatian
dishesservedina
conviviallocation.
AG3 D1ruede
Turenne, Colmar
@wistub-brenner.fr

©®

Le Magasin
auxVivres
Setinthecitadel, this
Michelin-starred
restaurantisfamed for
its scrumptious dishes
and superb winelist.
[AF2 DA5avNey, Metz
Mcitadelle-metz.com

©©®

Brasserie Excelsior
Oystersareaspecialty
at thisgloriousbelle
époque restaurant.
AF3 D50rueHenri
Poincaré, Nancy
@brasserie-excelsior-
nancy.fr

©®
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EXPERIENCE AlsaceandLorraine

Riquewihr

AG3 @Haut-Rhin @ @2
ruedelalére Armée; Www.
ribeauville-riquewihr.com

Vineyards run right up to the
ramparts of Riquewihr, the
prettiest village on the Route
des Vins (p230). Deeply prag-
matic, Riquewihr winemakers
plant roses at the end of each
row of vines - both for their
pretty effect and as early
detectors of parasites. The
village belonged to the counts
of Wurttemberg until the
Revolution and has grown rich
on wine, from Tokay and Pinot
Gris to Gewurztraminer and
Riesling. Virtually an open-air
museum, Riquewihr abounds
in cobbled alleys, geranium-
clad balconies, galleried court-
yards, romantic double
ramparts and watchtowers.
From the Hétel de Ville, rue
du Général de Gaulle climbs
gently past medieval and
Renaissance houses, half-
timbered, stone-clad, or
corbelled. Oriel windows vie
with sculpted portals and
medieval signboards. On the
right lies the idyllic place des
Trois Eglises. A passageway
leads through the ramparts
to the vineyards on the hill.
Further up lies the Dolder, a
13th-century belfry, followed
by the Tour des Voleurs (both
are museums, the latter with
a medieval torture chamber),
marking the second tier of
ramparts. Beyond the

Did You_l(now?

Riquewihr'sbright,
cheeryhousesinspired
the"Little Town"in
Disney’s Beauty and
the Beast.

gateway is the cour des
Bergers, where gardens are
laid out around the 16th-
century ramparts.

Ribeauvillé

AG3 @Haut-Rhin A&
f1Grand'Rue; www.
ribeauville-riquewihr.com

Overlooked by three ruined
castles, the beautiful town

of Ribeauvillé is a favoured
stop on the Route des Vins.
Thisis in large part due to the
ample opportunities to taste
(and purchase) the grands crus
of Alsace, especially Riesling
at numerous places partic-
ularly near the park, in the
lower part of town.

Alleys wind past the steep-
roofed houses of artisans and
vignerons in the upper part of
the town. Beyond these are
Renaissance fountains,

pretty painted facades and
the Gothic parish church
St-Grégoire-le-Grand. A path,
which begins in this part of
town, leads into the vineyards.
The town is also known for
its festivals, among them
Pfifferdaj (Fiddlers’ Festival),
the oldest festival in Alsace.

[10)

Obernai

[AG3 BDBas-Rhin A&
BP1duBeffroi; www.
tourisme-obernai.fr

At the north end of the Route
des Vins, Obernai retains a
flavour of authentic Alsace:
residents speak Alsatian,

at festivities women wear
traditional costume, and
church services are well
attended in the cavernous
Neo-Gothic Eglise St-Pierre-
et-St-Paul. Place du Marché is
well preserved, and features
the gabled Halle aux Blés, a
16th-century corn hall (now
a restaurant) above a former
butcher’s shop, with a fagade
adorned with cows’ and
dragons’ heads.

Place de la Chapelle, the
adjoining square, has a
Renaissance fountain and
the 16th-century Hotel de
Ville and the Kapellturm, the
galleried Gothic belfry.



Rarebooks on the shelves of the Beatus Rhenanus
Room at the Bibliotheque Humaniste, Sélestat

Side streets have Renaissance
and medieval timber-framed
houses. A stroll past the cafés
on rue du Marché endsin a
pleasant park by the ramparts.
Odile, Alsace’s 7th-century
patron saint, was born in
Obernai, and is venerated
on Mont Sainte-Odile, to the
west of the town.

Sélestat

[AG3 @Bas-Rhin B@
B10blvdLeclerc; www.
selestat-haut-koenigs-
bourg.com

During the Renaissance,
Sélestat was the intellectual
centre of Alsace, with a tradi-
tion of humanism fostered by
Beatus Rhenanus, a friend of
Erasmus. The Bibliotheque
Humaniste has a collection of
editions of some of the earliest
printed books, including the
first book to name America, in
1507. Nearby are the Cour des
Prélats, a turreted ivy-covered
mansion, and the Tour de
I'Horloge, a clocktower. Eglise
Ste-Foy is 12th century, with
an octagonal bell tower.

e

The picturesque village
of Riquewihr, setamong
wine-making country

Opposite is Eglise St-Georges,
glittering with green and red
“Burgundian tiles”.

Medieval Dambach-la-Ville,
another pretty town about
9 km (6 miles) north of Sélestat,
is linked to Andlau and red-
tiled Itterswiller by a delightful
rural road through vineyards.

Bibliothéque Humaniste
@1 pl Dr Maurice Kubler
Hours vary, check website
Q1&31]an, 1 May, 25 &26
Dec @bibliotheque-
humaniste.fr

[12)

Neuf-Brisach

AG3 DHaut-Rhin
BPalais du Gouverneur, 6
pld’Armes; www.selestat-
haut-koenigsbourg.com

Situated near the German
border, this octagonal citadel
is military engineer Vauban's
masterpiece. Built between
1698 and 1707, the citadel
forms a star-shaped pattern,
with symmetrical towers
enclosing 48 equal squares.
Straight streets radiate from
the centre, where you'll find
place d’Armes and the Eglise
St-Louis, which was added in
1731-6. This was the usual
homage to Louis XV, implying
that the church was dedicated
to the king, not the saint.

STAY

HotelLe Maréchal
Intheheartof the
romantic Petite Venise
area, thisriversideinn
from1565has cheer-
fully colourfulrooms.
MG3 @4/5Placedes Six
Montagnes Noires,
Colmar @hotel-le-
marechal.com

©®

Chambard
Thischichotelhas
luxuriousroomsanda
Michelin-starred
restaurant tomatch.
It'salsohometoa
traditional winstub
(winelounge).
MAG3 B9-13ruedu
Généralde Gaulle,
Kayserberg
lechambard.fr

©O®

L'Oriel
Thishalf-timbered
hotel, in picturesque
Riquewihr, has vibrant
rooms overlookinga
lovely courtyard.
MG3 @3rueEcuries
Seigneuriales,
Riquewihr
@hotel-oriel.fr

®

The historic Porte de Belfort
houses the Musée Vauban,
which includes a