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| CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

s 1

GST
How will it Work in Indig?

"+ What is GST?

- = Central taxes replaced by GST Bill and state taxes subsumed by it.
' = The Lok Sabha passed the GST Bill,

|« Provisions of the Bill.

"+ Benefits of GST

(i) For Industries and Businesses.

(ii) For Central and State Governments.

(iii) For the Consumers

r~'Ogtu"nes

ods and Services Tax (GST) is an indirect tax levied when a consumer
buys a good or service. India’s current tax scenario is riddled with various
indirect taxes which the GST aims to subsume with a single pan India
comprehensive tax, by bringing all such taxes under a single umbrella. The aims
of bill to eliminate the cascading effect of taxes on production and distribution
prices on goods and services.

Cascading effect of taxes is caused due to levy of different charges by State and
Union Governments separately. This tax structure raises the tax-burden on Indian
products, affecting their prices, and as a result, sales in the international market.
The new tax regime will therefore, help boost exports. In the changed scenario,
the following taxes under Centre and States will be subsumed in GST.

Centra]l Taxes replaced by GST Bill Central Excise Duty, Additional Duties of
Excise and Customs, Special Additional Duty of Customs (SAD), Service Tax and
Cess and Surcharges on supply of goods and services

State Taxes Subsumed in the GST Bill VAT, Central Sales Tax, Purchase Tax,
Luxury Ta, Entry Tax, Entertainment Tax, Taxes on advertisements, lotteries,
betting, gambling and State Cess and Surcharge.

The Lok Sabha passed The Constitution (122nd Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014 on
Sth, August, 2016, The bill was passed by two-third majority, with 443 members
Yoting in jts favour and none against in the final vote. Introduced in Lok Sabha

{ f
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in May 2015, the Bill was passed by Rajya Sabha on 3rd August, 201¢ 1
with 203 votes in favour and none against. The passage of this historic |
GST Bill has now paved the way for the concept of one nation, one tay

The Union Government has set the ambitious target to roll out of the
Goods and Services Tax, (GST) from 1st April, 2017. It was announced by
Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley after unveiling a detailed road map |
for GST implementation. This announcement was made after Rajya Sabha/
had passed The Constitution (122nd Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014.

Provisions of the Bill

* The GST will have two components keeping in mind the federal
structure of India: the Central GST (CGST) and the State GST (SGST).

* For goods and services that pass through several states or imports/ the
Centre will levy another tax, the Integrated GST (IGST).

* Alcohol for human consumption has been kept out of the purview of
GST.

* It empowers the centre to impose an additional tax of upto 1% on the
inter-state supply of goods for two years or more. This tax will accrue
to states from where the supply originates. : '

* Initially, GST will not apply to some products such as petroleum crude,
high speed diesel, motor spirit (petrol), natural gas and -aviation turbine
fuel. The GST Council will decide when GST will be: levied on them.

e Tobacco and tobacco products will be subject to GST. The centre may
also impose excise duty on tobacco. ) :

¢ Parliament may provide for compensation to states for revenue losses
arising out of the implementation of GST for upto 5 years, based on
the recommendations of the GST Council.

Benefits of GST
For Industries and Businesses
* There will be uniformity of tax rates and structures across the country.
It will increase certainty and ease of doing business ie. make it tax
neutral, irrespective of the choice of place of doing business in the :
country. ' ]
® Due to removal of cascading, it will have a system of seamless
tax-credits throughout the value-chain, and across boundaries of States.
It will help to reduce hidden costs of doing business.

e It would make compliance easy and transparent. The GST regime will
have a robust and comprehensive IT system. Therefore, all tax payer
services such as registrations, payments, returns, etc will be available to |
the taxpayers online. '

o It will reduce transaction costs of doing business that will eventually

lead to an improved competitiveness for the trade and industry. !

The subsuming of major Central and State indirect taxes in GST lwoul

reduce the cost of locally manufactured goods and sex:vices'. It wil

increase the competitiveness of Indian goods and services in the
international market and give boost to Indian exports.
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for Central and State Governments

» GST backed M.,it.h a robust end-to-end T

casier t0 administer than all other indire
State levied so far.

o The robust IT infr_astructure of GST re

\ Compliance that will curb ]eakages-and

system wil] pe

si
ct taxes of S nnplcr and

Centre and

gime w-ill result in better tay
Incentivise tax compliance by

traders.

GST will lead to }.ﬁgher revenue efficiency as it is expected
the cost of collection of tax revenues of the government to decreage

For\the Consumers
the value of 200de,

ahd services: it will remove many hidden taxes leading to trg
" . n
of\ taxes paid to the final consumer. ° SRRy

o The overall tax burden on most commodities will come down because
of éfficiency gains and prevention of leakages which will benefit
consumers.

Goods and Services Tax has all the ingredients of a modern, seamless
taxation system. But its success will depend on taking onboard all the
stakeholders and eliminating all the irritants which goes against the
principles of GST. Goods and Services Tax will also contribute towards a
robust macro-economic parametre, thereby increasing investor sentiment.
Finally, the consumers will be ultimate beneficiary as it would eliminate
the cascading effect of tax.

1. Levied an amount of money, such as tax; 2. Riddled something or
someone difficult to understand; 3. Subsume to included something
" or someone as part of a larger group; 4. Cascading a large of
Vocab = number of things that happen quickly in a series; 5. Regime a
Card  system of management; 6. Unveiling to show or reveal; 7. Robust
.~ strongly formed or built; 8. Curb to control or limit something;
9. Stakeholders a person or business that has invested money in
something.

PR AR A U RO B SR,
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Objectives and Challenges

Vision of Digital India. /
Aims of this programme. I
+ * Challenges of this programme.
. * The overall scope of Digital India.

* Appreciated by the global investors.

-Outlines

/he vision of Digital India is to transform the country into a digitally
empowered society and knowledge economy. It would ensure that
government services are available to citizens electronically. This programme was
launch on 2nd July, 2015 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The initiative

includes plans to connect rural areas with high-speed internet networks and
improving digital literacy.

This progromme will be implemented in phases till 2018. This programme has
been envisaged by Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DEITY)
with the active participation of Ministry of Communications and IT, Ministry of
Rural Development, Ministry of Human Resource Development and Ministry of *
Health.

Right from the day of its launch, the programme has managed to garner praises
from across the different sectors and is considered to play an important role in
the transformation of India’s digital infrastructure. It will act as a catalyst for the
investment in the information technology sector and thus, generate employment.

Digital India programmes is centered on three key vision areas viz,, infrastructure
as utility to every citizen, Governance and services on demand and digital

empowerment of citizens.

(i) Digital infrastructure as a utility to every citizen includes high speed internd

as a core utility shall be made available in all Gram Panc.hayats. Crafile t}(; _-
given digital identity, unique, lifelong, online and .at%thentxcable. M?)liﬂe phort
and bank account would enable participation.in digital ar?d .ﬁnanc?a lspalcifzy .
individual level. Easy access to Common Service Centre within their localify

Shareable private space on a public cloud. Safe and secure cyber-space in %

country.
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(i) Governance and services on demand inc]
available in real time from online
entitlements to be available on the

Government servic o
o 1:.01"\71;;:3 d1glta.]1y transformed for improving ease of doing
SHEss: Making financial transactions above a threshold, electronic

and cashless. Leveragine ¢ G

. L ging Global Information S 151
' a ystem (GIS p
support systems and development. ' O for deciion

udes government services
and mobile platforms. All citizen
cloud to ensure easy access,

(ii}) Digital empowerment of ¢

digital ttizens includes universal digital literacy. All

; resources universally accessible. All government
df)c-uments/cemﬁcates to be available on the cloud. Availability of
igital resources/services in Indian languages. Collaborative digital

platf;orn'ls_ for participative governance. Portability of all entitlements
for individuals through the clou (

h? lieu of the vision of a Digital India, the government aims to provide
hlg.l%speed internet connectivity as a utility to every citizen, ensure fast
d-ehvery of public services utilising the online platform and build digital
literacy among the masses. The programme aims at connecting India’s cities,
towns and villages via high speed broadband, along with a system of
networks and data centres called the National Information Centre.

Some of the facilities which will be provided through this initiative are

Government launched a digital locker under the name ‘DigiLocker’.
DigitalLocker System aims to minimise the usage of physical documents
and enable sharing of e-documents across agencies.

e-hospital portal will help the citizens to avail health services online by
issuing a Unique Health Identification number. Attendancegovin is a
website to keep a record of the attendance of government employees on a
real-time basis. This initiative started with implementation of a common
Biometric Attendance System (BAS) in the Central Government offices
located in Delhi.

My.Govin is a platform to share inputs and ideas on matters and governance.
It is a platform for citizen endorsement in governance, through a ‘Discuss’,
‘Do’ and ‘Disseminate’ approach. Early harvest programmes aim at developing
an IT platform for mass messaging and biometric attendance for all the
government employees. It also aims at setting up Wi-Fi facilities in all the
universities. e-Kranti programmers will be helpful for electronic delivery of
services such as health care, education, justice, educating farmers etc.

National scholarship portal is one stop solution for end to end scholarship
process right from submission of student application, verification, sanction
and disbursal to end beneficiary for all the scholarships provided by the
Government of India. Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) Mobile APP is being
used by people and Government organisations for achieving the goals of
Swachh Bharat Mission.

The aim of Digital india programme is to achieve zero imports of .
electronics by 2020 through increased level of manufacturing of electronic
items such as consumer and medical electronics.

i }} 151 Essays
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With the help of smart cards, efforts will be made to provide clarity o
incentives, skill development, government procurement and taxation. The
programme also intends to train one crore people in towns and villages i,
five years. The digital platform is expected to serve nine verticals namely,
e-Governance, e-Kranti, public internet access programme, broadband )
highway, information access for all, mobile connectivity, early harvest ]
programme, IT for jobs and electronic manufacturing. //

As a utility, the internet has a tangible value'and should be helpful in /
reducing the leakages in the welfare scheme and provide huge economic’ -
benefits by enabling better decision making. The citizen portal mygov.in/
acts as a connecting link between the citizens and the government.:

The challenges of ‘Digital India’ project are
e In order to accommodate, such a vast amount of data, India will
require massive data centres with mirroring. Data mirroring means
backing up the data at alternate sites. 3
o This would require a large amount of investment in order to set-up the
state of art facilities in different parts of the country. These data . !
centres have to be technically robust in order to prevent any failures.

e The biggest challenge of Digital India is the cyber security. In order to
safeguard the data, the government needs to place robust security
mechanism into the picture.

* The cyber laws of the country need to be strengthened and updated |
according to the international standards. |

|
|

o

The overall scope of Digital India is to prepare India for a knowledge
future. On being transformative that is to realise IT (India Talent) + IT
(Information Technology) is equal to IT (India Tomorrow). Making 1
technology central to enabling change. On being an umbrella programme
covering many departments. Each individual element stands on its own but,
it is also part of the larger picture. The weaving together makes the 1
mission transformative in totality.

The global investors have applauded the Digital India programme. Many of :
them have come forward to support this initiative. If the government is 5
successful in implementing the Digital India programme, it will play an
important role in the development of economy and stabilising its position
in the international market. |

1. Empower to give somebody the power or authority to do something;
2. Cradle the place where something important began; 3. Cyber-space
the imaginary place where electronic messages etc exist while they are 7. -
being sent between computers; 4. Leverage to get as much f
advantage or profit as possible from something that you have:

5. Collaborative done by several people or groups of people working
together; 6. Portability the quality of easy to carry or more; 7. Tangible
that can be clearly seen to exist; 8. Applaud show strong approval of- i

(a person or action); praise.

PRI e gty i
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Net Neutrality

A Public Demang

{ * Meaning of net neutrality,

Problems created by the absence of net neutrality.

Impo-rtance of net neutrality for small business owners, startups and entrepreneurs.
* Passing an order by FCC for ‘Open Internet Order’, ’

* India having no law for neutral internet,

* Revolutionary decision taken by TRAI.

= Outllnff

twork neutrality is the principle that ensures competition in the online
% world. All content on the internet travels in the form of data packets
across the telecommunication networks around the world. Net neutrality requires
that all data travelling over the network be treated equally.

Telecom companies, who own the infrastructure through which data packets passes
inter alia argue that they should have a right to control this data flow and the
‘freedom’ to charge accordingly (to ensure that certain data gets priority over
another or that certain data is not carried at all, etc). =

Their argument is that since telecom companies spend large amounts of money
building the infrastructure (or the tubes through which data packets pass), they
should have a say over what content travels over or through it and of course
make more money from it. Network neutrality is the principle according to which
internet traffic shall be treated equally, without discrimination, restriction or
interference regardless of its sender, recipient, type or content, so t.hat Internet
users’ freedom of choice is not restricted by favouring or disfavouring the
transmission of Internet traffic associated with particular content, services,

applications or devices.

- i t
In the layman’s term, net neutrahty. means }nternet that 1zlillows everyone11 0
ans a service provider should allow access to all content

communicate freely. It me .
r f the source and no websites or pages should be
and applications regardless o legal. It is like a fixed-telephone line, which is

't 1 .
~ blocked, as long as they aren't 1 decide who you call or what you speak. Another

equal to all and no one gets to decl e
aspect of net neutrality is level playing fie
' ' i thers. All websites are
: ites can co-exist without hampering others. All we
zjns Iﬁans, ag We:ge:peed and no particular website of_ application is favoured:
Foieiill te - tl‘lfeSZIectricity, common for all. Net neutrality also means :}ll v;:sbmes
stance, li :
and content creators are treated equal and you don’t have to pay extra for faster

d on the internet.
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site or service. Absence of net ne}:ltrality .

a ; : Internet.

¢ . It will force the Interneg|

he face of internet like we've l\r%ow‘vr; 1tSchices ke You Totelll

change the fac iSP) to charge companies for e oo of il

Service Pro\ilders (n-ume ET bandwidth and eventually the e A
Netflix as they cons

‘ q
onsumers.

ra sum will be pushed to the ¢ | b
extra hen create slow as well as fast lnternetdlanes, which
1 then ¢ et lsnes, whigly
] websites cannot be accessed at the same sp ; e can |

e oy " ;;n additional sum. For instance, currently, you

only on paying an ¢

p Y
ar l b 3 l) 1 g i i i - S .ee 1’

ke using services like
«tra for the free calls you ma =

b Ca; ﬂlsé)LCll;! rfflde ot}?ers and eventually the load of additional payable
\‘V};atf)S pt%e oxir—The-TOP (OTT) players will be pushed onto consumers,

su /

articul
internet speed to a partict

Similarly, ISPs cat

Net neutrality is extremely important for small busir.less owners, startups :
and entrepreneurs, who can simply launch their businesses .onlme, advertise
and products and sell them openly, without any discrimination.

It is essential for innovation and creating job opportunities. Big corr.lpanies
like Google, Twitter and several others are born out of net neutrality.
With increasing internet penetration in India and given that we are
becoming a breeding ground for startups and entrepreneurs, the lack of
net neutrality should worry us greatly. Besides, it is very important for

freedom of speech, so that one can voice their opinion without the fear of
being blocked or banned.

In the West, in 2010, Federal Communications Commission (FCC) had
passed an order to prevent Broadband Internet Service Providers from
blocking or meddling with the traffic on the web known as the ‘Open
Internet Order’, it ensured the internet remained a le

vel playing field for
all. FCC has approved ‘net neutrality’ rules that prevent internet providers
such as Comcast and Verizon from slowing or blocking web traffic or from

neutrality.

N Indllaf there is no law that expressly mandates the maintenance of a

neutral. 1nt.ernet. 'As of.August 2015, there were no laws governing net

:eutfla ity .11}11 Indla., W.h 1c.h Would require that all internet users be treated

Si%:apﬁt?g:m out dll_scr;mmatmg or charging differentially by user, content,
' » ApPlcation, type of attached equj

communication. There hay, duipment or mode of

inci € already been a few violati trali
principles by some Indian Service providers omis ok et weitey 1
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Telecom Regulat.ory Authority of India (TRAI) had already released a
formal con§ultat10n paper on Regulatory Framework for Over-The-Top

. (01T) SETVICES, Seelq'ng comments from the public. The consultation paper
was criticised for being one sided and its ambiguity. It received

condemnation from various politicians and Indian Internet users.

TRAI iSSllqul another consultation paper on differential pricing for data
services. This was seen as a major improvement over previous consultation

paper. However, the debate between telecom regulator and OTT players
refuse to die down. , ‘

Telecom regulators are of the view that OTT players like WhatsApp,
WeChat etc are eating up the main revenue without investing in networks;
OTT players, on the other hand, defend themselves by demanding access to
web services without any discrimination,

TRAI took a revolutionary decision, prohibiting telecom service providers
from levying discriminatory rates for data, thus ruling in favour of net
neutrality in India. This move was welcomed by not just by millions of
Indians but also by various political parties, business persons, industry
leaders and the inventor of the World Wide Web.

The Internet, in its purest form, is a veritable fountain of information. -
At its core lies a commitment to both openness and a level playing field,
where an ability to innovate is perennially maintained. But one of the
problems with Free Basics and indeed with Airtel Zero too, is that the
consumer has no choice in which websites he or she might want to access
free of cost.

Those who are arguing in favour of net neutrality sees this move as a
lauduable end that follows unethical means. They are not resistant to the
idea of greater penetration of the internet. According to them, negating net
neutrality, in a bid to purportedly achieve greater access to the internet in
the immediate future, could prove profoundly injurious in the long run.

B0 o SBIR IDRIG  p MEB B s » N ol R A TINR  ENIE SR W wE

. 1. Transmission the act or proces of transmitting/broadcasting
. electromagnetic waves from one location to another; 2. Layman a person
: who is not a member of a given profession or who is not expert in some !
/ field; 3. Breeding training; the producing of offspring; 4. Meddling to ¢
.. i+ % involve oneself in a matter without right or invitation; interfere
Vocob officiously and unwantedly; 5. Mandates an authoritative order or
COI‘d ~ © commission to do something; 6. Condemnation strong censure or
_ 7 ¢ disapprobation; 7. Veritable being truly; 8. Perennially lasting for an
i indefinitely long time or enduring; 9. Laudable deserving praise or
commendable. 10. Penetration the obtaining of a share of a market for some
; commodity or service; 11. Purportedly reputedly or claimed; alleged.

f
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Social Empowerment
Programmes in India

81 » Introduction of social empowerment programmes in India.
EE = Flagship programmes are mainly launched for
"—-_-'3! (i) Rural India (i) Women
O} (i) Chidren (iv) Employment
"« Rural schemes for social infrastructure and productive employment.

= Different schemes like Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao, Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for
Empowerment of Adolescent Girls aims for development of girls.

» Integrated Child Development Service (ICDS) scheme tc~ children.
= Different employment programmes to provide basic employment.

@elfare schemes or social empowerment programmes are not the invention of
modern age, they were also part of the ancient Mauryan kingdom. Such

schemes were continued throughout the ancient, medieval and the pre-modern age
This reveals the fact that empowerment of the poor, marginalised is ingrained in
our culture, which has been inherited by the modern age to ensure that rule of |
law, equality and harmony prevails in the society. Social empowerment schemes
though few in numbers and different in character, were also continued by the

Britishers.

After independence, the naturc of Indian economy, society completely changed due
to exploitative nature of British rule. Rural India, which was once self-sufficient,
was made uneconomic, poverty stricken and diseased. Mismanagement, famine
prevailing inequality, social culture, traditions were some other reasons that l’ed ia
marginalisation of rural India, women, children and unemployed youth.

India adopted a mixed economy, where state took initiative to develop the masses.
This initiative included establishment of Planning Commission which was nodal
agency for flagship programming. To review performance of flagship programme, its
effect on Indian economy, empowering the marginalised, flagship programme in
four reactions would be chosen ie. (i) Rural development schemes (ii) Child
Welfare Schemes (iii) Women Empowerment Schemes (iv) Employment Schemes.

Rural Development Schemes

The development of rural India is an imperative for inclusive and equitable
growth and to unlock huge potential of the population that is presently trapped
in poverty with its associated deprivations. Rural schemes are mostly linked to
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social infrastructure and Provisio
The genesis of rural deVelOpmen

Development Programme (CDP)
the standard of living and recon

n of gainful and productive employment.
t programme began with Community

in 1952 and was instrumental in raising
structing the rural India.

But various factors such as lack
the benefits by rich and big farm
development departments, adm;
materialisation of CDP in f]]

f clearly defined priorities, cornering of
ers, lack of coordination among different
nistrative inefficiency etc clouded the.

scale. ' ‘

Subsequent to the CDP other
Integrated Rural Development
Programme, TRYSEM, Jawahar
Drought-Prone Area Programm
Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar

ural development programmes like
Programme, National Rural Employment
Rozgar Yojana, Antyodaya Programme,
e. Desert Development Programme,
Yojana etc were initiated.

Th_ese programmes obtained mixed results and the fact that rural India still
facing many kind of distress, proves their incompetence. To analyse the

reason behind such distress, it is pertinent to review certain ongoing
flagship scheme.

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
is a right based wage employment programme, which aims at enhancing
livelihood security. For successful implementation of MGNREGA, a web
enabled Management Information System has also been developed to ensure
transparency and accountability, Morever, it was successful in providing
employment during lean months, helped increase rural consumption,
creation of sustainable asset for agriculture etc.

National Rural Livelihood Mission seeks to reach out all rural poor

household in the country and organise them into Self Help Groups
(SHGs). '

The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in a bid to give better rural
connectivity, has also included sustainable measures like use of locally
available construction material such as waste plastic, fly ash, cold, mix-
technology. A good road should lead to a good house, hence government
aimed at ‘shelter for all’ through Indira Awas Yojana.

Further National Social Assistance Programme (social security) Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (skill developmenF),. Peezl Dayal
Upadhay Gram Jyoti Yojana (rural electrification) were initiated.

Women Empowerment Schemes

Chiristane Lagarde, Chief, IMF said that, “India’s GDP can expand by 27%
of the' number of female workers would increase to the same level as that

of men” Women enjoyed equal powers during th‘e early. Ve_dic pen'od.r But &
since later Vedic they have been subjugated, denied their rights, harrassed 3
®c. In this regard, Ministry of Child and Women De_velop'me'nt took the o
leadership' for promoting empowered women IlYlng with .dxgmty and =
cOntributing as equal partners in development in an environment freg from 0
Violence and discrimination. N

A

11
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Discrimination against women starts even before hef birth (mf"“;lh?ld?) that
continues with discrimination in health care, educﬂtlot,1 et Tof t e::r lelscue
came the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao Scheme, with a twin a{xli ¥ noedtolzlaged

improving the adverse sex ratio, but also to ensure that girls are et

Nutritional defficiency, iron defficiency amongst adolescentEglrls 1; r’; ot of
common phenomenon in India. Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for m'p(l)w To
Adolescent Girls aims all round development of. ado.lescent gir SS 2
safeguard the future of girl child Sukanya Samndc?.hl Ac-couTlt' avi tg i
Scheme was launched which targated parents of girl child, is a par

Bachao Beti Padhao campaign.

One Stop Centre, a sub-scheme of the National Missio? for Er?npovxferinent d,
of women is intended to support women affected by violence is prlvadc? an
public spaces, within the family, community and at work place. I¥1 In 11a,
due to socio-cultural, economic environment many women face difficulty
like destitute women, or women released from jail, survivors of natural
disasters. Moreover, many women fall prey to trafficking. So, Swadhan
Scheme comes to rescue of destitute women and Ujjawala for the
prevention of trafficking in women.

Child Welfare Schemes

Children of the age group 0-6 years constitute the future human resource
of the country. Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) scheme is
one of the world’s largest and unique programmes for early child care and
development. It is the foremost symbol of country's commitment to its
children and nursing mothers, as a response to the challenge of providing
pre-school non-formal education on one hand and breaking the vicious

cycle of malnutrition, mobility, reduced learning capacity and mortality on
other.

With a view of enhancing enrollment, retention and attendance and
simultaneously improving nutritional levels among children, Mid-Day Meal
scheme was launched, where all children are served hot cooked meal
irrespective of their caste, creed, sex etc. Nelson Mandela said that,
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the
world”, This aim is realised through the Sarva Shikha Abhiyan (SSA) a
Universal Elementary Education Programme with opportuni
human capabilities to all children. National

eliminating child labour from hazardous co
and processes.

ty for improving
child labour project aims at
ndition and certain occupations

Employment Schemes
India is said to be refu
demographic dividend i
this would only b

ge of stability and outpost of opportunity. The
s a blessing in India’s path to development. But all

o be realiseq when youth’s are provided employment and
at too productive and gainful. The shift from agricultural economy and

Esmlg opportunity of education, has raised the demand of employment.
dml? oyrlnent programme in India is guided to provide basic employment
urng lean seasons and also meet rising aspiration of the youths.
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prime Minister Employment Generation Programme is a credit linked

subsidY_PrO(ijl f;n;/lné;? flgaunchec? by Ministry of Micro Small and Medium
Enterprise Or creation of employment in both rural and urban
area of the country. .

Mahatma Gandhi Nationa] Rura] Employment Guarantee Scheme, National

Rural .LEQIII;O(;de.\il{ission,‘ National Urbap Livelihood Mission and Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana aimg ot skilling, building a better India.

Similarly, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana is a project to

V BPL and SC/ST segment of population in
h skill training programme.

ty though colourful, has

h and poorest of the poor, most
unskilled agricultural /bonded
mmon feature of resurgent India.

gainful employment throug

India is a nation of diversity. This divers;
contradictory sides. The richest of the ric
skilled research oriented scientist to the
labour, obesity and malnutrition, are co
Hence, welfare schemes are directed at reducing these inequalities. Morever,

to be efféctive and outcome oriented, welfare schemes should be
decentralised for implementation purpose,

3
i

The use of inform.ation technology through E-governance programme to
ensure accountability and transparency would go a long way in improving
service delivery. And the last but not the least, all welfare schemes should

involve citizens, right from planning to implementation, monitoring and
evaluation.

1. Reveals to make (something) publicly or generally known:
2. Ingrained existing for a long time and very difficult to change;
Vocab 3. Imperative very important; 4. Equitable just or fair; 5. Dole
Card  something distributed at intervals to the needy 6. Destitute extremely
~ poor; 7. Retention the ability to keep something; 8. Statutory
controlled or determined by a law or rule.
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Can Sanitation Programmes
Make India Clean and Clear?

Mahatma Gandhi's vision— A clean India.
Launch of ‘Clean India Mission’

i = Aim of ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. ‘
» Cleanliness and sanitation play an important role in the promotion of tourism.

- H

rOutlines

* Response of public towards this campaign.

* Responsibility of citizens.
» Some suggestions to improve the cleanliness.

# he father of our nation, Mahatma Gandhi envisioned and dreamt of a

” clean India where sanitation, hygiene and cleanliness were the
indispensable components, The importance of cleanliness in his life can be judged
from the fact that he considered ‘sanitation ahead of independence’. In order to
fulfil the long cherished dream of ‘Bapw’, ‘Clean India Mission’ was launched
across the country on 2nd October, 2014. Shri Narendra Modi had aptly
remarked that, “A Clean India Campaign would be the best tribute that India
could pay to Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th birth anniversary in 2019”,

The ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ aims to eradicate the problem of open defecation by
construction of toilets for households and communities, do away with manual
scavenging and adapt better solid waste management techniques. Mr Modi has
rightly quoted that open defecation, especially by girls and women is a blot op
our society. Besides, it was meant to create awareness about the importance of
cleanliness among the masses. On the day of its launch, the ‘Cleanlinegs drive’ was
received with a positive note across the different segments of society with locals. -
students, politicians, industrialists, celebrities contributing their share, A

‘A sef:d of thought’ about cleanliness and its importance was planted jn the minds
of millions of Indians. In no time ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ became 5 topic Ifmn
households as well as national discussions, A country that shied away from o 1
abo.u’.c toilets and defecation was actually discussing these. This was defip; talking
positive step in the direction of ‘Clean India Mission’

To take it. one step further, the government introduced the rankings for

cleanes.t cities in 2016 with Mysuru bagging the first place followed 1, the
Chandigarh. This move of the government encouraged the cities and stat,
the country to work on the different areas of cleanliness and sanitah‘ml1 . ACrogs
territory, " their

tEIy a

i
3
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h
3
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Cleanlipess and sa'nitat?ion are known to play an important role in th
promotion f)f tourtsm 1n India. India is one of the nljostc sought z:?t i
tourist destinations in the world. It is a home to Picturesqueg 1ocaﬁ:15
historical monuments and splendid architecture, craftsmanship and art’
| Besides our country 1s known for its hOSPitality, all ove; thepworld '

All thenaforemt;ntlone.clldfactors definitely have a deep effect on tourists
from a O’I\ICI‘ ; € wWor : More tourism means more growth of our
economnty. Tourism contributes a major share of the GDP as well as adds
on to the foreign reserves of the country

with the toudrlst visiting a particular place, there is a boost to the local
craftsn.len. an zgc)_nomy of that particular area. All said and done, it is the
unhygienic conditions at the most exotic tourist destinations that leave a
bad impression on the mind of the tourists.

Undoubtedly the official statistics and numbers released by the government
agencies claim ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ to be a success. But the success of
any government programme or scheme is directly proportional to the

response it receives from the public. In 1999, a drive similar to the ‘Clean
[ndia Mission’, ‘Nirmal Bharat Abhiyaan’ was started with a similar mission
and vision. However, it was doomed and was left merely as a ‘name’ in the

records government.

India is our motherland and we owe a lot to it. We, the people of this
nation, need to understand our social responsibility towards the country.
No programme or scheme can be a success without the active participation
of public in it, no matter which celebrity endorses it. ‘Swachh Bharat’ is
ot restricted to keeping the streets and public places clean. It has many
more dimensions to it. People need to keep their surroundings clean
whether it is their home, office or neighbourhood.

This can’t be limited to a particular day and has to be practised

throughout the year. Every single effort in this direction counts. Cleanliness
should not be left on sanitation workers only as their job. It has to be the
mission of the 1.2 billion people of our country to make our motherland

clean. It's not just the talking that will help in this case.

With the government doing its part by providing funds and building
infrastructure, it is on the people to cooperate with the government to
make this mission a success. Social media platform can be used wisely to
highlight the small gestures and actions of cleanliness.

Educated and literate people must make efforts to make their house and

support staff understand the importance of cleanliness and discourage their
Practice of open defecation. It is important for the people of lower strata
to understand the ill effects of open defecation which involves the killing
of thousands of babies, stunted growth of children and spread of various
1Seases. Littering on the roadside, in the school, at the workplace, at home

Must be avoided.

}} 1561 Essays
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ezed from our weekly schedule and this hour
C}l:ie cleanliness of the surroundings. Parern.ts, schools

: . titutions need to sensitise the children on dlffe?-en.t :

and educational Inst d encourage them to adopt healthy principles

i ‘ons of cleanliness an 24 . - .
d}“liﬁ:gzn NGOs must actively participate 1n this drive and guide the
OI S4d '

citizens with innovative methods of waste reduction.

) . . h institutes to come
i ration with different research 1ns
can work in collabo Celebrities and public figures must

An hour so must be s
must be dedicated to t

They : .
out with some innovative techniques.

Jead by example’

As Modiji had remarked during his speech that ‘Quit India, ?lgan In?mn
was the half unfulfilled dream of Bapu. It becomes thg moral duty o d?

the citizens and the government to work in collaboration to make India
clean and fulfil the unfulfilled dream of Bapu.

1. Indispensable vital, important; 2. Components elements, parts; {
3. Eradicate remove completely; 4. Scavenging to clean away dirt or refuse;

5. Segments sections or divisions; 6. Shied away keep away from;

7. Defecation the discharge of faeces from the body; 8. Sought after

much in demand, generally desired; 9. Picturesque attractive,

delightful; 10. Exotic strikingly, excitingly or mysteriously different or VOCQb
unusual; 11. Doomed ill fated, likely to have an unfortunate outcome; ‘ ' e~

12. Endorses support or approval 13. Dimensions feature or aspect 1 CQF d /
of a situation 14. Infrastructure basic systems and services ey,
15. Gestures signals or indications; 16. Strata layers; 17. Stunted

hampered, restricted; 18. Littering make an area untidy with rubbish:

19. Collaboration the action of working with someone to produce sémething

BN Y 2 B,
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Dream of Smart Cities
Myth or Reality in India

Meaning of Smart City Project.

» Some additional components of the core infrastructure of a smart city.
Declaring 100 smart cities in the next five years,

» Gap between the dream of a smart city and its accomplishment.
Collaboration with other countries to develop smart cities.

Suggestions for its successful implementations.

i Outlines

he project of ‘Smart Cities’ was announced soon after the Narendra Modi
7 led government came into power. This was considered as a step in the
direction of urban India’s renewal. Over the past few years, the urban cities have
been witnessing an increase in migration of population from rural to urban India.
This influx has posed a number of challenges for the natives, migrants as well as

the government. Smart cities are considered as a solution to cope with the
challenges of urbanisation.

Smart city’ is an urban region that is environment friendly, technologically
well-equipped and has an efficient core infrastructure along with market viability.
e core infrastructure of a smart city includes adequate water supply, assured
electricity, sanitation, solid waste management, efficient public transport and

affordable housing, especially for the poor.

Robust IT connectivity and digitalisation, e-governance and citizen participation,
safety and security of citizens are some of the additional components of the core
mﬂG}Structure of a smart city. Information technology is the cornerstone of a]] the
Semcés offered to the people. Sensors are used to collect, compile and integrate
eal time data of electricity, gas, water, traffic and other government analytics into
# smart grid, which is to be fed into the computers.

With the availab

Sy ility of ‘reali—tin'qe data’, computers can ensure nearly perfect

strikir ns gulch as synchronisation of traffic signals during t.hé peak traffic hours,
. Prgrr?i alance betwee.n the demand and supply of .electnaty networks etc, As

e Citiesse of a smart city is based on the mar.k.et dnvers'of demand and supply,

BVernmen Promise benefits to the businesses, citizens, environment and the

. along with sustainable development.
VeI Singe

fivate g the launch of this project, government’s think tanks, ministries and
ms have been working together to make this dream
0

: .
Now, ¢ Project a success, Ag
© Bovernment has announced an initial target of 1

00 smart cities’ in
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the next five years. Instead of building brand new cities, the government
plans to develop and build smart towns on the hn.es.of sm.ezirt-at(lies.lp the.
vicinity of the existing urban areas, upgrade thfe existing mid-sized cities,
and build settlements along the industrial corridors. The smart cities are
expected to have ‘special investment regions’ along with a modified tax
structure in order to attract foreign investments.

These cities are considered to be the magnets for investme_nts whlch- will
eventually lead to the creation of a large numbe}‘ of .jobs in the Tiglo?-'

The project will witness a large number of ‘public-private partnerships’ in
its due course.

Although everything looks rosy on papers, there is a gap between the
dream of a smart city and its accomplishment. The government has., |
allocated ¥ 7000 crore to the Smart City Project in the budget which is
roughly ¥ 70 crore per city. This amount is not enough for the
development of a smart city.

It is great as on initial kick-start to the project, but funds need to be
pooled in, at repeated intervals. India will have to channelise its untapped
resources in order to fill these lacunae. As the government plans to
integrate the smart cities with the existing ones, it needs to narrow down
the challenges that are specific to a city and then work upon them. The

project of the smart city needs to be implemented and executed in a
phased manner.

There may be regions which boast of a robust infrastructure but continue
to face the shortage of electricity and water. At the same time, there may
be regions which have uninterrupted water and power supply but have
poor infrastructure. Obviously, the challenges for both the regions will be
different and so will be their solutions. Many countries and multinational
giants have expressed their interest for particip
the smart cities, which will eventually le
private partnerships.

ation in the development of
ad to a large number of public

As a beginning to the Smart City Project, MoU,s have been signed between
the US Government and three State Governments of Rajasthan,

Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh for the smart cities of Ajmer, Allahabad
and Vishakapatnam respectively. Each state has been assigned a task force
with representatives from Central Government, State Government and US
Trade and Development Agency. The final report submitted by the Task
Force Teams will be the basis for the action plan for these cities.
Germany has decided to partner with India’s smart ci
will help developing Kochi (Kerala), Bhubaneswar
(Tamil Nadu) as’smart cities. These three cities ar

cities selected by Urban Development Ministry w
as smart cities.

ty programme and
(Odisha) and Coimbatore
¢ among the top 20
hich are to be developed

Madhya Pradesh and Raj

jasthan Government have set :

Vehicles (SPV) for the imp] . set up Special Purpose
plementation of smart

set up for five cities, Jabalpur, 1 <1ty plans. SPV has been

dore, B ‘ :
and Udsipur (Rajasthan) ndore, Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh) and Jalpuf .
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' The Smart City Project will involve multilayer implementation as. well as

| execution with the centre, state and local bodies playing their respective

~ oles. With a large number of stakeholders involved right from its
inception till its implementation and execution, the government will have
to simplify the regulatory aspects of the different processes involved. It also
needs to take care of the possible legal issues arising from the same.

All the clearances and approvals required for this project must be done
online and in a time bound fashion, The government needs to ensure that
the local bodies which will take care of the implementation have sufficient
human resources as well as technical and financial capabilities to carry out
the process of implementation successfully. If required, special training
should be imparted to them for the same.

gmart cities will need smart people. The people need to be the
co-developers of the system and not just be the end users. Universities,
students, private and government institutes must be encouraged to actively
participate in the process of upgrading the system. We shouldn’t forget that
an important aspect of being smart is to curb the wastage and make
sustainable use of the available resources. The government as well as the
citizens, must look for alternate renewable sources of energy. This will
lighten the burden on the power sector and contribute to a large amount
of savings.

According to the industry experts, such cities require a timeline of 20-30
years for their successful completion. As the government is already working
on a tight deadline of five years, it needs to understand the importance of
meticulous planning and coordination in regards to this project. In case the
government is successful in working on the aforementioned aspects of the
smart cities’ project, this dream can actually turn into a reality for billions
of Indians. All said and done, nothing is impossible.

1. Influx arrival or entry of large numbers of people or things; 2. Viability
capable of working successfully; 3. Cornerstone a vital part, keystone;
4. Premise a statement or idea that forms the basis for a theory,
Vocab argument or line of reasoning; 5. Think Tank a group of experts
Card brought together, usually by a government, to develop ideas on a
particular subject and to make suggestions for action; 6. Vicinity the
area surrounding a place; 7. Lacunae gaps or missing portions;
8. Meticulous very careful and precise.
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Child Labour in India

An Unavoidable Dilemma

* Meaning of child labour.
= Reasons of increase in child labour.
* Role of the government of fight against child labour.

* NGO's important role,
~ ® Some suggestions to do away with this problems.

* Ensuring foolproof law for eradication.

.~ Outlines

= New law passed.

hildhood 1is considered to be the golden period of one’s life but this
@ doesn’t hold true for some children who struggle to make their both ends
meet during their childhood years. At a tender age, which is supposed to be an
age of playing and going to school, they are compelled to work in factories,
industries, offices or as domestic helps. Child labour means employment of
children in any kind of work that hampers their physical and mental
development, deprives them of their basic educational and recreational
requirements. It is a blot on our society and speaks volumes about the inability of
our society to provide a congenial environment for the growth and development of

the children.

Earlier, the children used to help their parents in agricultural practices such as
sowing, harvesting, reaping and taking care of cattle ete, But industrialisation and
urbanisation have in a way encouraged child labour. Children are employed in
hazardous work such as bidi rolling, cracker industry, pencil, matchbox and bangle
making industries etc. In the bidi industry, children are expected to perform all
the chores of rolling, binding and closing the ends of bidis using their nimble
ﬁ‘ngers. The cracker industry poses threat to the lives of the children due to their
direct exposure to the explosive material. The bangle and pencil making industries
make the child susceptible to different respiratory problems and lung cancer, in
the worst cases. Besides, children are employed as labourers in the garment ,
leather, jewellery and sericulture industry, e
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they get in the for.m f)f eam'in'gs of their chi.Idren. The child. labourers are

Subiectcd to unhygienic c<_)ndmons, late wor.kmg 11(.)l.lI'S and different

| atrocities which have a direct effect on their cognitive development. The
oung and immature minds.of the chﬂdl:en find it chfﬁcult to cope with

suchtsiflmﬁom leading t(? different em.0t10n111 an.d physical problems.

Employers also prefer child labourers in comparison to the adults, .This is

because they can extract more work and still afford to pay the children

Bonded child labour is one of the worst forms of child

Jesser amount. '
Jabour. In this, the children are ade to work in order to pay off a loan

or debt of the family.

It can be considered as a form of slavery where the children assist their

3 parents as they inherit the debt from them. Bonded labourers are most
commonly employed in the agriculture sector. Bonded labour has resulted

* into trafficking of the children from tural to urban areas in order to work
" ¢ domestic helps or in small production houses.

The government has an important role to play in this fight against child
labour. As poverty is one of the major cause of child labour in India, the
government needs to assure that it provides basic amenities to all its

aitizens and there is an equal distribution of wealth. It needs to generate

sufficient jobs to assure employability to the poor.

At the same time, NGOs can provide vocational training to people in order
to get them good jobs. The government, in collaboration with NGOs,

should reach out to the poor people to make them understand the
importance of education. The parents as well as the children should be
made aware of the government’s initiative to provide free education to all
the children between the age group of 6-14 years. The parents must be
encouraged to send their children to the schools instead of work places.

E
{
:

;[:O fr;rtllblFﬁth.e child 1abour in India Nobel Prize winner Kailash Satyarthi
i orgarlg;ﬁzhxrz ?e is the founder of Bachpan Bachao Aandolan (BBA),
o ndsat nf ;( 1Cz?ted towards the eradication of child labour and
o If'ﬁ 1e 11es'cued .former child workers. Educated citizens can
o mzl;e 1incant y (111.1 doing away with child labour. They can play an
T o 19K sp]rlea ing the word about the harmful effects of childc
oy oD overa deyelopment of a child. Affluent and high i

s can pool in fund i ¢ oor child

nds to support the education of poor children

The principle of ‘Each one, teach one’

pport staff s clerk
tion, aft (peons, clerks etc) of schools

:i;lln belfollowed. Children of the su
colleges can be offered free ed

The Ing;
an Governm
o ent ha
mely the Chilq ol Adolse S‘zTOded many laws to protect child rights,

1986 th ent Lab
» the Factops abour (Prohibit o1
Vstem Abolitiz:ez Act, 1948, the Mines st 195120?11@1;1 Regulation) Act,
d ct and the Juvenile Justice (é'll , cd ponded LELon
are and Protection of

these’ acts prohibit the employment of

Right of Chilzi:zrb in factories, hazardous occupations or

ates free and oo n to Free and Compulsory Education Act
mpulsory education to all children between the’

se 151 Essays
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it also reserves 25 per cent

his
age group of 6 to 14 years. Apart from this " :
sgatsgin Every private school for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) of

the society. | .
The National Policy on Child Labour, '1987 1(}3101<Z :22(133 t3; 2&; :h ;hltag.m &
children working in hazardous occupations: T e. ‘1é A, nhlan
Constitution declares the duty of the state tq provic ik andn. the
facilities to develop in a healthy and congenial en}vn'on i o
conditions of freedom and dignity. In May 2015, the gove; {1 .enf approvg
a proposal allowing children below 14 years of. fzil{;e (t; dVinti)m\lsln amily
enterprises or entertainment industry with specific € :

But there should be a total ban on the employn.lent of small children i,
any activity other than going to school and getting educa‘g:d,hThe
government needs to ensure that it has foolpr.oof laws ‘an t SY are
properly executed as well as implemented. .Stnct measures need to be take
against those who encourage child labour in any form.

Children are the future of a country and it is the childhood which has 3
profound impact on the future of a child. So, it becomes the colllective
responsibility of the citizens, society and the government to provide them
an environment which helps them to bring out the best of their
capabilities, thus participate in the nation building process.

Children are the future citizens of a country. Childhood experiences and
foundation will have a great impact on these children’s overall
development. A nation full of poverty ridden illiterate children cannot
make progress. It should be the collective responsibility of the society and
the government to provide children with a healthy and conducive

environment which will help them to develop their innate capabilities and
use their skills effectively.

The need of the hour is to expand the machinery for enforcing the
various laws on child labour. If child labour is to be eradicated from Indis
the government and those responsible for the enforcement need to do
thei'r job.s sincerely. Success can be achieved only through social
engineering on a major scale combined with broad based economic grO‘”th

1. Make both erwls meet eérn just enough money to live on; 2. Hamper
restric, obstruct; 3. Congenial agreeable, enjoyable; 4. Hazardous risky

dangerous; 5. Nimble light, quick moyi i
: s ing; 6. i |
to; 7. Sericulture silk-farming; 8, Menaceg nscEpiEle apen fo, JRAPAIEIS i

opinion or belief; 10. Atrocities wicked Orda"ger- peril; 9. Conviction
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Organic Farming
Is it Really Feasible for All?

What is organic farming?

The method adopted by it is different from conventional agriculture.
Government's initiative to encourage.

Different methods of organic farming.
= Areas ideals for organic farming.
Steps to be taken for it.

~Outlines

Advantages of organic farming.

rganic foods are the ones which are derived from organic farming. Organic
farming is a method where the crops are raised on a piece of land with
the use of organic wastes, namely; crop, animal and farm waste, compost, green
manure and other biological materials along with bio-fertilizers (microbes which
help in composting). They are used in order to maintain essential nutrients of soil
and help in sustainable production in an eco-friendly environment. Food and
Agriculture Organisation defines organic farming as, “a unique production
management system which promotes and enhances agroecosystem health, including
biodiversity, biological cycles and soil biological activity”.

Organic farming can be carried out by various agronomical methods. These

on-farm methods are distinct from conventional agriculture. Organic farming has a
very high potential in hilly areas and can become a game changer in

North-Eastern region. At a time when Genetic:'ftlly Modi.ﬁed (GM) crops are making
forays into the agriculture sector, it is imperative to weigh its (GM Crop) pros and
cons against organic produce.

Organic production systems are based on specific and precise standards of
production which aim at achieving optimal agroecosystems which are socially,
ecologically and economically sustainable.

The Indian Government has taken a number of initiatives to boost organic
farming in India

National Project on Organic Farming is a continuing Central Sector Scheme since
10th Five Year Plan. Planning Commission approv.ed the scheme as pilot project
for the remaining two and a half years of 10th Five Year Pla.m. This scheme is
continuing till the end of 12th Five Year Plan. Government is promoting
Production of organic crops, fruits and veget'ables etc t.hr_ough various schemes viz
National Horticulture Mission (NHM), Horticulture Mission for North-East and
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Himalayan States (HMNEH), Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yo;al_w: (RKVY), P
National Project on Management of Soil Health and Ferhh?y (NPMSHF),
National Project on Organic Farming (NPOF), Network Project on Orgap;.
Farming under Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and Varigy
schemes of Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Developmen;

Authority (APEDA).

The government is also promoting organic farming by prov1:dir1g ir?cenﬁ\,es
to cultivators of organic food products and providing organic farming
certification to a group of farmers on nominal cost.

In this way, government aims to cover 5 lakh acres in 3 years w.ith 10000 |
clusters. The scheme will raise farmer’s income and create potential market
for traders. It will also provide incentives to farmers for natural resource
mobilisation. Any river plain across the world has a very high_ potential fo;
generating organic inputs. India, because of its diverse climate and low
input cost of materials is a fertile ground for organic farming. Preservation
of soil health by employing farm waste, animal husbandry waste, domestic
biodegradable waste etc is the thrust of the scheme.

Many methods that are employed for organic-farming which include crop
rotation, bio-composting, biological pest control, green manuring for soil
management etc. Green Revolution discouraged multi-cropping and
encouraged wheat monoculture which is the main cause behind
diminishing returns. Therefore, crop rotation can ensure restoration of
essential nutrients. Bio-composting is another method of organic farming,
Here, the farm waste is used along with other available wastes. They are
decomposed with the help of microbes and are then applied as natural
fertilizer. Biological pest control is an additional method of organic farming
where other organisms are used to control pests with limited supply of
chemicals. Similarly, green manuring is a method where the stubs of
uprooted plants or hay are burnt in the field in order to make them act
as a source of nutrients.

Organic farming has a very high potential in hilly areas. As these areas ar
fragile, organic farming be encouraged in these areas. Use of excessive
fertilizer leads to eutrophication in lakes which is detrimental to aquatic
life and can also lead to rise of invasive species. Organic farming may be
the apt solution for hilly tracts of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Uttarakhand and the North-East. ,

Genetically modified crops are a strict no for organic farming, They are
diametrically opposite. As one promotes diversity, the other (GM) is reliant
on uniformity of gene. Genetically modified crops is capable of disturbing
the natural balance of environment. Organic farming, on the other hand, ¥ |

deep rooted in the processes of nature and will not disturb the balance of
nature.

Since organic farming strikes a balance between soil health, human health
and environmental health, it appears to be one of the viab’le sustainable
options. Based on the above advantages, Government of India made an

Organic Farming Policy in 2005 to promote the same. Major thrust areas * |

fad Ao tedld i
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the policy are maintai.mng soil fertility; identifying crops suitable for
organic farming; assuring organic inputs for farming; adopting biological
methods of pest and weed control; harnessing traditional and indigenous
knowledge; creating awareness about organic produce; development of
‘domestic organic market; simplifying certification system etc.

Organic farming, on one hand has high advantages, but its viability will
only be addressed when more cultivated areas come under it. Organic
farming has many advantages but there are various factors which resist its
] despread adoption. The inputs needed are expensive and are not available
“widely for extensive, commercial farming. The inputs make the crops

~ expensive and beyond the reach of common people. The productivity of

~ organic farmland is less as compared to conventional farmland. The food
\ quality and safety standards of organic produce vary widely. It is not
favourable for subsistence farming as fallow land once in a while is a

. prerequisite. Therefore, for the time being organic farming needs

. government support to mainstream the practice.

-

" It can be said that organic farming and organic produce have promising
" future because of its sustainability and environment sensitive parameters
~ and the present high costs of organic food should not become an
impediment. We should rather see it in terms of gains we are making by
preserving the vital delicate balance of nature.

1. Agroecosystem the organism and environment of an agricultural area;

2. Agronomic related to application of various soil and plant sciences to sail
. management and crop production; 3. Forays a sudden attack or assault;
' 4. Imperative of vital importance, crucial; 5. Mobilisation act of assembling
| ~ and putting into readiness; 6. Biodegradable capable of being decomposed
E . by bacteria or other living organisms; 7. Thrust push, propel
. . 8. Green-manuring a fertilizer consisting of growing plants that are
VOCQb " ploughed back into the soil; 9. Monoculture practise of growing a

i

;C'ord'i ~ single crop 10. Disincentivised dissuaded, discouraged;

T T L PR

11. Restoration overhauling or reconditioning; 12. Fragile breakable,

F ~ " delicate; 13. Eutrophication excessive richness of nutrients in lake or
other body of water; 14. Detrimental causing damage or injury;

. 15. Invasive tending to spread very quickly; 16. Viable effectiveness,

. practicable; 17. Harnessing make use of (natural resources); 18. Indigenous

" native or local 19. Resist with stand, be proof against 20. Subsistence

. maintenance, upkeep; 21. Prerequisite necessary condition.

29 151 Essays

25
Scanned by CamScanner




0

Reservation Policy in India

Does it Need Review?

* What is equality?

= Caste system in India.

* Reservation policy taken by our Constitution.
| * Mandal Commission report.

= The basic idea of reservation.

= The change in the policy of reservation.

* Actual application of the policy is needed.
@wo thousand years ago, the great philosopher Aristotle said, “Injustice arises
when equals are treated unequally and also when unequals are treated
equally”. This profound statement is what lies at the heart of equality-a
fundamental human right. Every human simply by virtue of being a human being

is entitled to equal treatment.
The most significant, pervasive and violent discrimination in our country is the
centuries old caste system. It was abolished by the Constitution in 1952 and

untouchability was declared a crime. There was a category of people called dalits
outside this system who were discriminated and treated as untouchables. They were

thus given reservation by the government.

i i

;-“Q_utlines

Reservation in India is the process of setting aside a certain percentage of seats
(vacancies) in government institutions for members of backward and
under-represented communities (defined primarily by caste and tribe). It is a form
of quota-based affirmative action. Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other
backward classes are the primary beneficiaries of the reservation policies under the
Constitution with the objective of ensuring a ‘level’ playing field.

The Constitution of India states in Article 15(4) that, “All citizens shall have
equal opportunities _of receiving education. Nothing herein contained shall prevent
the state from providing special facilities for educationally backward sections”

It also states that, “The state shall promote with special care the educational and
ecor.lon%ic interests of the weaker sections of society and shall prot Ltlcilh Onaﬁ'am
‘socu%l 1n_]'ust1'ce’ and all forms of exploitation”. The Article furtfler ei t egll t °
nothing in Article 15(4) will prevent the nation from helpj “and STe
Phiplis lietiemment ping SCs and STs for

o R — 2 ;
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n 1982, the Constitution specified 15% and 7.5% of vacancies indpox‘bh(ilsecgocr
d government-aided educational institutes as a quota reserveh“ }szt 1es >
and ST candidates respectively for a period of five years, after which i ~W£11 :
be reviewed. This period was routinely extended by the‘ sucue'e mg;c
governments. The Supreme Court of India vuled that reservations canno
exceed 50% and put a cap on reservations,

:‘However, there are state laws that exceed this 50% limit and the§e are u(xladelt‘
litigation in the Supreme Court, For example, caste based reservation stands a

69% and the same is applicable to about 87% of the population in the state of
Tamil Nadu.

In 1990, Prime Minister VP Singh announced that 27% of govemmelcllt

- positions would be set aside for OBCs in addition to the 22.5% already set
' aside for SCs and STe. This was followed according to the Mandal

" Commission which was established in India in 1978 by the Janata Party

| government under Prime Minister Morarji Desai with a mandate to

~ “dentify the socially or educationally backward”,

Now, the question arises whether there is a need to }‘eview thte r.eservatflon
policy in India or should continue with the tradition? The' basic idea 0

- reservation was undoubtedly superb as it was in all goqd intent, meant to
improve till now the status of those sections of the society which h.ad
hitherto been left uncared for. However, as we see it today, the policy of
reservation has completely changed in the past few years. There. has been
unlimited extension of the policy for no one knows how Iong, it appears
as though the policy has come to stay forever and its extension is also as

though unlimited, with several more sections joining the band wagon of
the classes under reservation.

LR Bl o

If we look at the reservation policy in India, we are the only country in
the world that provides affirmative action based on individual caste
identities. It is a well established fact that reservations are tools of
upliftment for those disadvantaged groups who have suffered years of
discrimination and oppression at the hands of the higher castes.

—

TR

We the people of India, believe in the concept of Vasudeva Kutumbakany
where we take cach and every person on equal terms and also take the
Path of fraternity into its ambit. The reservation policy in India gave a
chance to the backward and downtrodden people to be on equal terms
with the other classes of the society.
their lives and status in the society
OPPortunity to represent themselves
decision-making
long time,

but also provided them with an
In various aspects of the

Reservations has come up in education
assem

: blies, in Parliament
if this System is really go
i Sph_ere or will this beco
€Ir own nterests
as taken only fe

Qs die i om ol Lol oo it i

al institutions, in jobs, in state

ing to help us to raise our
Mme just a tool in the hands of a few, to forward

, as l'la.s been upto this juncture. The reservation
w families of weaker sections and not the masses,

standards in every

Nt a4 ot

policy
in

It not only helped them in improving

part of society, something which was denied to them for a

and in every feasible sphere. It will be a wonder
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general, in its purposed ambit. If we do not revise this preferential
discrimination policy, we are going to see more division, more resentment
and more violence. We need a policy which really helps people who are
deprived of education and means of better life. Reserving certain
percentage of seats in the higher education of institutions and jobs in the
high ranks of the government is not going to help to solve problems of
85% of total backward castes population.

The government need to review its reservation policy instead of extending
its benefits to the other sections also who call themselves backwards. The
criterion for reservation should be totally restructured as we need to set
certain definitions straight all over again before we decide whom to give
reservation or not to give it at all. If equality is the aim, reservation

should be given to people with lower income group so that they feel at
pan with the rest of the society.

Economic background must be considered if reservations are actually to
help deserving people. The current reservation policy and its persistence is
likely to increase the caste gap which is most likely to solidify distinctions
in the society producing unnecessary rancour. It should be kept in mind
that lowering the standard of education for anyone is not the solution, it
is important to raise the standards of facilities provided to people so that
they become self reliant and come out of the vicious circle of caste and
quotas. Reservation should not be looked at as the only tool for
empowering the marginalised backward communities of the society.

1. Profound intense, great; 2. Entitled to give right or ciaim to something;

3. Pervasive extensive, widespread; 4. Litigation case, judicial proceedings;

5. Mandate the authority given to an elected group of people; 6. Intent

resolved or determined to do something; 7. Bandwagon a group

movement that has become successful; 8. Fraternity a group of

people joined by similar interests; 9. Ambit the limits of a something; Vocab:
10. Feasible practical, attainable; 11. Juncture a point in time ' Card
especially a critical one; 12. Resentment something regarded as

insult or injury; 13. Deprived lacking a specified benefit that is ‘
considered important; 14. Persistance determination, resolve; 15. Vicious
deliberately cruel or inhuman; 16. Marginalised to confine to a lower limit;

17. Rancour a feeling of deep and bitter anger and ill-will.
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s Capital Punishment Justified?

i

r What is capital punishment?

. 