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nized and practical, this book will be an invaluable reference resource for all learners
and teachers of Modern Standard Arabic.

 Concise, accessible and practical

¢ Clearly organized, with detailed descriptions of all types of sentence, and tabular
presentation of verbs and nouns

 Uses familiar terminology and keeps complex theory to a minimum

* Suitable for beginners as well as more advanced students

» Examples are illustrated with authentic examples from real-life contexts

Eckehard Schulz is Professor of Arabic Language and Linguistics at the University
of Leipzig, and an experienced teacher and translator of the language. His previous
books include Lehrbuch des modernen Arabisch (1995), Modernes Arabisch fiir
Fortgeschrittene (1995), and Standard Arabic: An elementary-intermediate course
(Cambridge University Press, 2000).


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core

A STUDENT GRAMMAR OF
MODERN STANDARD ARABIC

ECKEHARD SCHULZ

CAMBRIDGE
&) UNIVERSITY PRESS


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, NewYork, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sao Paulo,
Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521541596

© Eckehard Schulz 2004

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2004
Sth printing 2010

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

ISBN 978-0-521-83377-6 hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-54159-6 paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core

FOR VERONIKA


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core

CONTENTS

PREFACE Xiv
NOTES FOR THE USER XV
LETTERS, PRONUNCIATION, AUXILIARY SIGNS, WRITING 1
TABLE I: THE ALPHABET 5
SPELLING OF HAMZA 6
STRESS 9
RADICAL, ROOT, PATTERN 10
. e
VERBS (J#2Y)) 11
GENERAL 11
SOUND VERBS (;.J\id\ :}}.éjs) 11
PERFECT TENSE (watl\) 12
CONJUGATION OF THE SOUND VERBS ((JLA\ L}MJ iy ,@) 12
TABLE 2: PERFECT TENSE (Lfaw) 13
IMPERFECT/INDICATIVE (Cjarj\ @L@JS) 13
TABLE 3: IMPERFECT/INDICATIVE (C Jr ,«M C )L@J\) 14
MOODS OF THE IMPERFECT TENSE 14

TABLE 4: SUBJUNC nv& AND JUSSIVE (Q,mJ\ @L@JU ufp_,d\ )L@J\) 15

IMPERATIVE ( JA}\ M) 15
PASSIVE VOICE (Jﬁsﬁ\ M) 16
TABLE 5: PASSIVE VOICE: (J}.@N.U w‘d‘ @LAA\) J);';L;U L;MJ\ @pu\) 17
TABLE 6: SOUND VERBS (Jzﬁ) FORM | (VJL«J\ Jml\) 18
DERIVED FORMS OF THE VERBS (4 }J\ JMJ\) 18
TABLE 7: SOUND VERBS (:)i;) : FORM 11 19
TABLE 8: SOUND VERBS (:j.’c\;) : FORM II1 20
TABLE 9: SOUND VERBS (Jxa\) FORM IV 21

TABLE 10: SOUND VERBS (Jw) FORM V 22

vii


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core

TABLE 11: SOUND VERBS (;}LL;J‘) : FORM VI
TABLE 12: SOUND VERBS (Jm\) FORM VII
TABLE 13: SOUND VERBS (Jm#) FORM VIII
TABLE 14: SOUND VERBS (st\) FORM IX
TABLE 15: SOUND VERBS (Ju..w\) FORM X
TABLE 16: SOUND VERBS (VJLMJ\ Jul\) : FORMS II-X (SUMMARY)
CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES OF THE DERIVED FORMS

HAMZATED HERBS (;) }i.@.d | :Jw‘ﬂ\)
GENERAL
TABLE 17: HAMZATED VERBS R1 = ¢ (:x;'f) : FORM | (J&;Y\ jji@AJ\ :jléj\)
TABLE 18: HAMZATED VERBS R1=¢ (:\;T/): FORMS II-X /
TABLE 19: HAMZATED VERBS R2 = ¢ (ZJfLL): FORM I (LSJLJ\ BM\ :};55)
TABLE 20: HAMZATED VERBS R2 = ¢ (;Btu): FORMS II-X
TABLE 21: HAMZATED VERBS R3 = ¢ (f;;): FORM I (,>Y! j)i@AJ\ :}Lﬁj\)
TABLE 22: HAMZATED VERBS R3 = ¢ (f;;) : FORMS II-X

DOUBLED VERBS R2=R3 (119\;'413\ :}ul D)
TABLE 23: DOUBLED VERBS R2 = R3 (+): FORM I

TABLE 24: DOUBLED VERBS R2 = R3 (7+): FORMS I1-X

WEAK VERBS (j}&i.’ ! :}:.d )

ASSIMILATED VERBS R1= 3 OR ($ (J\;j\ :}MJ\)
TABLE 25: ASSIMILATED VERBS R1 = 4 (y;) kORMI(sz\)ﬁ JLAJ\ Juﬁ\)
TABLE 26: ASSIMILATED VERBS R1= 5: FORMS II-X

- o &

TABLE 27: ASSIMILATED VERBS R1 = (5 () 1 FORMS I-X (L;U\ JLAJ\ Ju“)
HOLLOW VERBS R2= 5 OR & (22 3! JM-S\)

PERFECT TENSE OF HOLLOW VERBS R2 = 3 OR ¢§

IMPERFECT TENSE OF HOLLOW VERBS R2 = 5 OR

SUBJUNCTIVE AND JUSSIVE OF HOLLOW VERBS R2 = 3 OR (%

viii

23
24
25
26
27
28
28

30
30
31
31
32
32
33
33

34
35
35
36

36
6
37

(O8]

38
38
39
39


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core

IMPERATIVE OF HOLLOW VERBS R2 = 9 OR (S

DERIVED FORMS OF HOLLOW VERBS R2 = 3 OR ($ <uj>vs Juﬂ)

TABLE 28:

TABLE 29:
TABLE 30:
TABLE 31:
TABLE 32:

TABLE 33:

HOLLOW VERBS R2 = ((b) FORM (L;j\ji\ ey JuJ\)
HOLLOW VERBS R2= 3 (¢b) : FORMS II-X

HOLLOW VERBS R2=¢$ (¢ L): FORM 1 (;.:LJ\ U :}ifj\)
HOLLOW VERBS R2= ¢S (¢ ) : FORMS X

HOLLOW VERBS R2= 3 (1) : FORM I (is;\}j\ PR :jl/éj\)

HOLLOW VERBS R2= 5 ((25+) : FORMS I1-X

DEFECTIVE VERBS R3 = 3 OR (§ ([,@3U) fadl)

PERFECT TENSE (wﬂw‘)

IMPERFECT TENSE (&)L,QAJ\)

DERIVED FORMS OF DEFECTIVE VERBS R3= 3 OR ($ (uﬁu\ J,.M)

TABLE 34-
TABLE 35:
TABLE 36:
TABLE 37:
TABLE 38:
TABLE 39:
TABLE 40:
TABLE 41:
TABLE 42:
TABLE 43:

TABLE 44

DEFECTIVE VERBS R3= 3 (£3): FORM (umLJ\ JMJ\)
DEFECTIVE VERBS R3 = 5 (L&3) : FORMS II-X

DEFECTIVE VERBS R3 = (5 (&) : FORM I (=31 oy
DEFECTIVE VERBS R3 = (5 (_s%) : FORMS II-X

DEFECTIVE VERBS R3 = ($ (QJ?/) : FORM I (:,aijl\ :)lj\)
DEFECTIVE VERBS R3 = (5 (L;aJ) FORMS II-X /
QUADRILITERAL VERBS: C;—s CFV\J uw (u’ ] :};fj\)
DOUBLY WEAK VERBS: ¢i- (Jafu J_Mj\ Jujs)

DOUBLY WEAK VERBS: Ls\) (Ja,m JAAJ\ Jm)\)

DOUBLY WEAK VERBS: u.,\ (Jsfu J.M.S\ Ju)

DOUBLY WEAK VERBS: g (Js ,>u J.MJ\ Jm)
NOUNS (st‘i\)

PRIMARY (vuLxl\ (..MBM) AND DERIVED NOUNS (M\ (WY\)

TABLE 45:

TABLE 46:

PRIMARY NOUNS (,ubJ\ (WEI\)

DERIVED NOUNS (W‘ rA!\)

INFINITIVES ()2Caall | Ju)# V_M\)

45
45
46
47
49
49
50
50
51
51
52
53
54
55
56

57
57
57
57
58


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core

TABLE 47: PATTERNS OF THE INFINITIVE (SOUND VERBS)
TABLE 48: PATTERNS OF THE INFINITIVE (ALL VERBS)
PARTICIPLES (:J}il;jk o :}.ouj\ )
TABLE 49: PARTICIPLES (SOUND VERBS, FORMS I - X)
TABLE 50: ACTIVE PARTICIPLE: (ALL VERBS, FORMS I — X)
TABLE 51: PASSIVE PARTICIPLE: (ALL VERBS, FORMS I — X)
NOUNS OF INTENSITY (R&/UA) )
TABLE 52: PATTERNS OF THE NOUNS OF INTENSITY
NOUNS OF PLACE AND TIME (uL« ,H 9 Q&A\ ;Lw\)
NOUNS OF INSTRUMENTS, VEHICLES AND VESSELS (;Lp ji\ AJB!\ ;Lwﬁ)
COLLECTIVE NOUNS (C"”‘H
GENERIC COLLECTIVE NOUNS (Ms u«;-\
COLLECTIVES PROPER (Cod\
NAMES OF NATIONALITIES (u fwi\ (,A!\ ;Lw )
PROPER NAMES ((.-lxi\ =)
DIMINUTIVES (333143\)
ADJECTIVES (i:iiai\ / ’c,ﬁil\)
RELATIVE ADJECTIVES (m\)
THE FEMININE NISBA (isr—tfai\ }\@J\ / :uij\ :w.J\)
ADJECTIVES OF COLOUR AND DEFECT
ADVERBS AND ADVERBIAL CONSTRUCTIONS (15’,?‘23\)
INTERROGATIVE ADVERBS

PRONOUNS ( JJLMaJ\)

PERSONAL PRONOUNS (J_M M\)

AFFIXED PRONOUNS (JM\ M\)
INDEPENDENT DIRECT OBJECT PRONOUNS (w,a.U M\ M\)

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS (o )Lw\!\ ;Lw\)

RELATIVE PRONOUNS (EJ o j.d\ ;LMY\)

59
59
64
64
66
67
74
74
76
77
80
80
81
81
81
82
83
86
87
88
89
92
93
93
93

97
99


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS AND PARTICLES (fL@JwA! RS
PREPOSITIONS ( ,>J$ g
TABLE 53: PREPOSITIONS
PARTICLES (L2 3 )
GENDER (:,ﬁzjk) AND NUMBER (31;3\)
DUAL (L;;ij\)

DECLENSION (L,a.:,@ﬁ\) AND NUNATION (J}J\)
DIPTOTES (dﬂa! u)_MJ\ KAl @M‘ SERARN)

-

INDECLINABLE NOUNS (w\ ;LWY\)

THE “FIVE NOUNS” (?xwo‘dﬁ ;wa) AND OTHER IRREGULAR NOUNS

SYNTAX
THE ARTICLE (@}3\ g\’;f)

CONSTRUCT (uLpW) AND GENITIVE (umxﬂ / ;;J\)
IMPROPER ANNEXATION (u,bJ\ ),p suLpY\)

oo

GENITIVE WITH jJ AND u\.:

COMPARISON (ELATIVE) (J,@d\ (w\)

c Wa . ]

EVERYBODY, ALL, WHOLE (35" ¢ ccv )
APPOSITIONS (JAJ\)
QUASI-, SEMI-, HALF-, NON-, QUARTER- (CJ auz.@ ,;c cw)
ACCUSATIVE (MJ\)
ACCUSATIVE OBJECT
DIRECT OBJECT (4 J M\)
COGNATE ACCUSATIVE ((3Ha) J il
ADVERBIAL QUALIFICATION OF TIME (ou ,~5\ ’J“j&)
ADVERBIAL QUALIFICATION OF PLACE (u\.(.\\ ) jlg)
ADVERBIAL QUALIFICATION OF PURPOSE (4> / 4 J );&LU‘)

P

HAL-ACCUSATIVE (J L>J\)

o s, 3

THE HAL-CLAUSE (U\;J\ ALy

X1

100
103
103
110
113
117
121
123
124
125

126
126
128
131
134
136
142
148
149
151
151
151
151
153
153
153
154
155


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core

s o &
ACCUSATIVE OF SPECIFICATION ( jaeedl)
PREDICATE COMPLEMENT IN THE ACCUSATIVE
SUBJECT IN THE ACCUSATIVE

EXCLAMATIONS IN THE ACCUSATIVE

ACCUSATIVE AFTER NUMERALS AND AFTER ;vj

GENERAL NEGATION

ACCUSATIVE IN THE EXCEPTIVE
PREPOSITIONS IN THE ACCUSATIVE
ACCUSATIVE OF ORDER

ACCUSATIVE OF GREETINGS AND THANKS
ACCUSATIVE OF EXPLANATION
ACCUSATIVE AFTER ... 5 3L

ACCUSATIVE AFTER 3 (Aaxadl 5l'y)

PP
PARTICLES FOLLOWED BY THE ACCUSATIVE (O} &) g2-1)
- ° B 7o,
o ERN ] oz .5
DOUBLY TRANSITIVE VERBS (o sxée e JUabl)

THE PASSIVE VOICE OF DOUBLY TRANSITIVE VERBS

NEGATION (5435 411)

TYPES OF SENTENCES
NOMINAL SENTENCES (i;f»}!\ M\)
VERBAL SENTENCES (:JMJ\ W a\)
THE TENSES AND THE USE OF O
OIS IN THE NOMINAL SENTENCE
OIS” IN THE VERBAL SENTENCE
THE SISTERS OF 015 (O8” &l 331
THE SISTERS OF 55 (s i—;\};f)
OBJECTIVE CLAUSES

WORD ORDER

o s A. o
TOPIC AND COMMENT ((agor sl <ol a5l

Xil

z
£

157
157
157
158
159
159
159
159
159
160
160
160
160
160
161
163
164

170
170
174
176
176
177
178
179
180
185
186


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core

CONDITIONAL SENTENCES (;L;J 2)1;_,5\)
EXCEPTIVE SENTENCES (M\)

CLAUSES OF TIME

CONCESSIVE SENTENCES

ADVERSATIVE SENTENCES

RESTRICTIVE SENTENCES

CLAUSES OF REASON

ATTRIBUTIVE RELATIVE CLAUSES (i/éfaJ\} ;tﬁah)
NOMINAL RELATIVE CLAUSES

PERHAPS, MAYBE, POSSIBLY (J:J 26 (L)

TOO BIG, TOO LONG ETC.

CARDINAL NUMBERS (:L-La’ﬂ\ e
THE YEARS
NUMERAL ADVERBS
FRACTIONAL NUMBERS
NUMERAL ADVERBS OF REITERATION

LT
THE NUMERAL PATTERN (Jlxb

® 7
[

THE NUMERAL PATTERN 2
DECIMAL NUMBERS

TABLE 54: CARDINAL NUMBERS (SUMMARY)

ORDINAL NUMBERS (;....JJ,J\ S\Z\foﬁi\)
DATES
THE TIME
ALPHABETICAL NUMBERING
TABLE 55: ORDINAL NUMBERS (SUMMARY)
THE NAMES OF THE DAYS AND MONTHS
THE MONTHS OF THE ISLAMIC CALENDAR
GRAMMATICAL INDEX (ENGLISH)

GRAMMATICAL INDEX (ARABIC)

Xiii

189
195
198
201
203
203
204
205
208
211
211

212
217
218
219
219
219
219
219
220

222
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
242


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921
https://www.cambridge.org/core

PREFACE

This book is intended for beginners, intermediate and advanced students, for
scholars in linguistics and related fields and also for Arabs grown up in an
English-speaking environment who often try to learn Arabic and find difficulties
when consulting traditional Arabic grammars.

The Arabic portrayed in this book is not only literary Arabic, rather it is based
on contemporary professional practice, i.e. the type of modern Arabic used in
newspapers, magazines, official and business communications and the internet,
too. On the other hand, it is clear for those who know the history of Arabic that
the classical tradition is still alive in quotations from the Koran or from ancient
literature and poetry.

This book is slightly different from other grammars because it follows a
different approach. Its focus is on Modern Standard Arabic and it pays special
attention to what is in use today but does not leave out what else can occur. The
terminology is both in English and Arabic and the approach is influenced by the
traditional Arabic system of writing grammar, i.e. not to try to press Arabic as a
Semitic language into the terminology of English grammar.

In general, I have tried to use the most intelligible and familiar terminology and
not to overload the book with too much theory. Arabic terms, although not in full,
are given to open the way for the user to find the according passages in traditional
Arabic grammars to gain more information about a certain topic and to help the
learner to identify these terms when attending Arabic courses in the Arab world.

Not all the rules are explained in detail since the book assumes that the user
already knows Arabic and should be able to deduce the rule in question from the
examples quoted. In some cases examples are given in which the usage nowadays
is different from what Arab grammarians considered acceptable a thousand years
ago. To accept this usage does not mean to accept whatever is written, but certain
changes, not only in the field of the vocabulary, are in my opinion a quite natural
development.

The Arabic dialects are not included in this book because its focus is on
(official) written usage, and this usage does not differ dramatically between
Morocco in the West and Iraq in the East in the field of grammar.

Finally, I take this opportunity to express my great thanks to all those who
helped me with hints and examples and their valuable assistance in checking the
text.

I wish to express my deep gratitude to my friend Monem Jumaili who
generously provided valuable observations and excellent advice. [ am indebted to
Yvonne Stigemann who took responsibility for the index. Any remaining errors
are my responsibility.

Leipzig 2004 ECKEHARD SCHULZ

Xiv
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NOTES FOR THE USER

Abbreviations
a., acc. accusative case part. participle
cf. compare prep. preposition
collect. collective noun q- quadriliteral
colloq. colloquial R1 1 radical
def. definite R2 2" radical
e.g. for example R3 3" radical
Eg. Egyptian Russ. Russian
Engl. English S.0. someone
f., fem. feminine s.0.’s. someone’s
fig. figurative sense sg., sing. singular
foll. following s.th. something
Fr. French Syr. Syrian
g. genitive case th.s. the same
gram. grammar to sb. to somebody
indef. indefinite trans. transitive
intrans. intransitive Yem. Yemeni
lit. literal & mutannan = dual
m., masc. masculine z gam' = plural
n. nominative case ¢ mu'annat = feminine
off. official & see
p. person

pl., plur. plural

Transliteration. The transliteration of the Arabic script follows the pronunciation
and not the spelling, e.g.: abalz] as-Santa and not al-Santa. The transliteration in
this book ignores Hamza in initial position, e.g.: O} is given as inna, and not as
'inna. /

Vocalizing (Pointing) and Hamza. The Arabic terms and texts in this book are
nearly fully vocalized, except Hamzat al-was! in the definite article. Hamzat al-qat’

is always indicated. Hamzat al-wasl Tis written as Alif without any auxiliary sign.

Patterns and Forms: The numerous patterns of Arabic are represented by means
of fa'ala as model root and its various patterns. The derived forms (stems) of the

verbs are indicated by Roman letters (II ... X).

Index. The index, which is subdivided into an English and an Arabic index,
comprises all essential English and Arabic grammatical and linguistic terms
which are used in this book. Its purpose is to facilitate finding the relevant

passages.

XV
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LETTERS, PRONUNCIATION, AUXILIARY SIGNS,
WRITING

Arabic has 29 characters (U);— z Uj;-) 26 consonants (4»5\;» Uj;-) and 3

vowels (&~ J>=:: O j:;-). Two (¢ «3) of the three, however, occur both as
vowels and consonants.

THE CHARACTERS AND THEIR PRONUNCIATION

The following consonants have more or less similar equivalents in English.

! s Hamza like ‘a in ‘arm, like ‘i in ‘inn, like ‘0o in ‘ooze
(initial occlusive element, glottal stop)
b < Ba’ like b in big
t < TJa’ like 7 in tea
4 < Tal like th in three
g T Gim like g in gentle
h C Ha’ like ¢/ in Scottish English, loch
d 3 Dal like d in door
d 3 Dal like th in the
r ) Ra’ like » in Scottish English, room
z B Zay like z in zero
s o Sin like s in sun
§ o S like s in sure
f S Fa like fin fog
k S Kaf like k in key
/ J Lam like / in long, live or luck
m g Mim like m in monkey
n O Nin like 7 in noon
h e Ha’ like /4 in hot
w 9 Waw like w in wall
s Ya like y in year
Arabic has the following long vowels:
a | Alif like a in far
I ¢ ra like ee in deer
7 9 Waw like 0o in school

The short vowels a (hut, pat), i (lift) and u (look) as well as the diphthongs ay
(write) and aw (like in how, but short) are also the same as in English.
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2 Letters, Pronunciation, Auxiliary Signs, Writing

The following letters are typical Arabic consonants which do not have
equivalents in English and can only be learned through regular practice with
native speakers:

h

3

Ha’ like 4 articulated with friction

‘Ayn like a articulated in the pharynx with friction
Gayn like the Parisian r in renaissance

like s articulated with emphasis

Dad like d articulated with emphasis

! Ta’ like ¢ articulated with emphasis

z zZa’ like dh articulated with emphasis

9

G & G G N
0%}
&

q Qaf like & articulated with emphasis

The last five of these consonants are the so-called emphatic consonants. They

normally affect the pronunciation of adjacent consonants, vowels and diphthongs.

Their correct pronunciation and the modifications in the adjacent sounds need

special practising,.

The Persian characters § for ch (chapter), G for p (politics), J for (French) j
& é .

(Jacques), & for v (vehicle) and < for g (go) are sometimes used to write words

or names of Persian or foreign origin.

The order of the Arabic consonants according to the place where they are articulated:

bilabial: b, m w
labiodental: f

interdental: dtz

dental: dtdt

prepalatal: milrzsss gy
postpalatal: k

velar: g q h

pharyngeal: S h

laryngeal: " h

AUXILIARY SIGNS (&S i)

Since Arabic expresses only long vowels by special characters, a system of
auxiliary signs was developed to distinguish whether or not a consonant is
followed by a short vowel. But normally these signs do not appear in printed or
written texts, since the reader who is familiar with the morphology of Arabic will
be able to read the words correctly without such signs.

The auxiliary signs are mainly used in the Koran, poetry and children’s books.
Texts which contain such signs are called vocalized or pointed texts, whereas
those without them are referred to as unvocalized.
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Letters, Pronunciation, Auxiliary Signs, Writing 3

The signs may be divided into two main groups:
a) Short vowels (for which Arabic has no characters)

Fatha = a short oblique stroke () written on top of the letter

-
-

— ba,—> fa, 5 wa
denoting that the consonant is followed by a short a.

(Fatha followed by Alif = long @: & ma)
Kasra = a short oblique stroke ( ) written below the consonant
— bi, ) li,—» mi /
denoting that the/ consonant is followed by a short i.
(Kasra followed by Ya'= long I: )«-/5 kabir)
Damma= a sign similar in shape to a small I/I;c’zw (’) written on top of the letter
O mudun, V'% kum, V'; hum
denoting that the consonant is followed by a short u.
(Damma followed by Waw = long i: OJJ) Niin)
b) OTHER SIGNS
Sukiin = asmall circle ( rJ) on top of the letter
Ce tahta, :;>u/ nahnu, J» min
denoting that the consonant is not followed by any vowel.
Sadda = a small Sin () written on top of the letter denoting that the consonant is
doubled, which is pronounced in a somewhat prolonged way then.

Fatha and Damma are written on top of Sadda, whereas Kasra may be
placed either below Sadda or below the doubled letter:

3\:3 Subbak, ;—L;i /% mu‘allim, %::uf taqaddum
Madda = asignon top}of{lﬂlif(T ) denoting a long 4.

NV al-ana, OV, al-qur’an
DIPHTHONGS:

Fatha followed by a ¢ with Sukiin denotes the diphthong aw, whereas Fatha
followed by a (s with Sukiin denotes the diphthong ay: &jﬁ lawh, LJ bayt

HAMZA (s) AND TA' MARBUTA (8)

Hamza, which has the shape of a small ‘Ayn, normally needs a character to
“carry” it. The characters which carry Hamza are | (Alif), 5 (Waw) and (s (Ya'),
and they are referred to as chairs of Hamza. (&= Spelling of Hamza)
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4 Letters, Pronunciation, Auxiliary Signs, Writing

At the begmmng ofa word the chair of Hamza is always Alif:

[~

w\ ‘anta, (\ umm, d\ in

The Ta' marbiita s is a special form of the 7a'" It only occurs in final position. It
is pronounced as a short a when the word occurs isolated. However, if the word is
the 1* term of a genitive construction, it turns into 7. (&~ Genitive)

NUNATION / TANWIN (3 53V

The Tanwin is used to mark that a noun is indefinite in the nominative, genitive
or accusative case. The 7a’ marbita with Tanwin turns into ¢ and is pronounced —
atun, -atin, -atan. The Tanwin is also combined with Sadda:

n.ﬂ (un) g. (in) a.ﬁ (an)
_ talibatun kitabun talibatin / kitabin | walibatan kltaban
W ity b Nty b u.f
N ) tibbun / B tibbin T M_/ tibban N B
- L &
WRITING

Arabic is written from right to left. The letters differ in size, but there are no
capitals. Each of them has a basic form, but modifications in their shapes occur
according to their positions in words. Thus, each letter has a different shape in
initial, medial, final and isolated position:

isolated position final position medial position initial position

I
|
.

The shapes of Arabic letters are generally similar both in script and printed
form. However, a few differences occur.

e A number of letters share the same shape and are only distinguished by
diacritic dots: — Nan, — Ta',—5 Tha', — Ba', — Ya' The letters
}'> > ,are only connected with the preceding letter, whereas all the others are
connected with both sides.

e Ya' () without diacritical dots in final position is always preceded by Fatha
and is pronounced as the long vowel a: ‘_;\ ila, ul/P ‘ala, LS:; mata

e Final Ya' () with diacritical dots is usually preceded by Kasra: 3 fi, 6:\5
kitabi. However, many texts do not seem to be consistent in regard to the use
of diacritical dots with (¢ when it occurs in the final position.

e Allah (God) is mostly written in the form of &I . The Sadda above the Lam
shows that the Lam is doubled here; the small A/if above the Sadda means that
a long a has to be pronounced after it. This small A/if is also used in the word
rahman (the Merciful) and others.
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25 . of . oz
Table 1: THE ALPHABET (i oY) O 5 501

The first letter of the alphabet is actually Hamza, but since A/if is the chair of
Hamza in most cases, it appears in its place as the first letter.

The alphabet in its traditional order:

name of the
letter

translitera-
tion

isolated
position

final

position

medial
position

initial
position

Alif
Ba’
1a’
Ta’
Gim
Ha’
Ha'
Dal
Dal
Ra’'
Zay
Sin
Sin
Sad
Dad
Ia
zZa’

a
b

L Lo N YOI, QL S I 0N~

U

> I I ~ xS0y o.N

N|

< =

|

¢ C

vOEOY Y (e

u-

(PN

3

[

NI A o S S S O S O R T A T R

PTHEEERERFEFRRRE bbb b

T A T
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6 Spelling of Hamza

SPELLING OF HAMZA

The key to the spelling of Hamza is to determine whether | ¢ 5 or (S is the chair of
Hamza or whether Hamza occurs without a chair. To determine which spelling
must be chosen depends on which vowel precedes or follows Hamza. The formal
order principle for the following rules distinguishes between initial, medial and
final Hamza in the word.

Initial Hamza
Alif invariably is the chair of Hamza:

to take A&
mother ;«\
production &D\
delegation 3\-’-’!

This also applies if the word is preceded by a preposition which is written
together with it:

for my mother L;«Y
by the production of the cars CJ\;\:«&»J\ C\:JLJ
Medial Hamza

a) If Hamza is not followed by a vowel, the chair of Hamza is determined by the
vowel immediately preceding Hamza, i.e. Alif'is used with a/a, Waw with u/ii and
Ya' (without diacritical dots) with i/T:

opinion Sy
well/spring ;«4

0 R

(infinitive of Lgf/)) 49,

b) If Hamza is followed by a vowel, but if the consonant immediately preceding
Hamza is vowelless, the chair of Hamza is determined by the vowel which
follows Hamza:

he asks JUS
questions e

responsible J jjjm:"
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Exception: If the vowelless consonant preceding Hamza is a Ya', the chair of

-

Hamza is Ya' as well: i “form/shape/appearance; group/body/committee”.

c) If Hamza is preceded by a vowel as well as followed by a vowel,
Alif'is the chair of Hamza if both vowels are a,

Waw is the chair of Hamza if one of the two vowels is u and

Ya'is the chair of Hamza if one of the two vowels is i.

If u and i meet, Ya'is the chair of Hamza:

he has asked JL“
presidents :L:”/j;
question 3\)”4
hundred :;,
president i;»w/;
he was asked ;}.:L

If the sequence of vowels is - a, -a a or -ii a, Hamza is written in its isolated
form on the line:

reading (infinitive of 13 ) ssl 3
experts, chief performers e

. T s
manliness s

Final Hamza
a) If Hamza is preceded by a short vowel, this vowel determines the chair of
Hamza:

he has read /;3
he reads fv/
it was read & /J;
to be manly )}’

b) If Hamza is preceded by a long vowel or a vowelless consonant, Hamza occurs
without a chair:

friends AW



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.003
https://www.cambridge.org/core

8 Spelling of Hamza

read (pass. part.) : );E;
coming (infinitive of ¢\>) :LSTL;
one (impers. pron.), man ;JK\
building 9L,J

c¢) The following applies to the spelling of the indefinite accusative of nouns with
final Hamza:

The Alif of the indefinite accusative is omitted if the chalr of Hamza is an Alif or
if Hamza follows Alif (= long vowel @ without chair \.,\.wa <;\~u\ ).

The Alif of the indefinite accusative is used if Hamza occurs without chair

(except after the long vowel a) (\;;';.- ).

It has Ya' as its chair if it is preceded by (L.::»)

d) Final Hamza may become medial Hamza by means of a suffix. In this case the
rules for Hamza in medial position apply:

friends ;\-;M\/
your friends ESEL;J\.A/
with your friends S,LL;:L@\ C;
he reads \},‘v
they read 5 )EJAJ/
you (f.) read u‘-’/;‘;
e) Hamza together with the long vowel a following is written as Madda )
August T
minarets :')SU

This rule does not apply if Hamza is also preceded by the long vowel a:

P

experts, chief performers olelis”

2 7 o
measures e o)

el 0
exemptions, excuses Olelag)
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STRESS

Stress, i.e. to pronounce a syllable with more emphasis, is regular in Arabic. In
general, it is not difficult to stress the Arabic words in the correct way. The
stressed syllable is shown in italics in the following rules and examples:

1. Only the last three syllables of a word can be stressed. If Nunation is
pronounced, it is included.

2. The last syllable that contains a long vowel is stressed:
ki-tab ki-ta-bun
ga-drd ga-dr-dun
ma-fd-zin ma- hd-zi-nu

however, the vocalic final sound of the word is never stressed:
hu-na
kur-st (but: kur-si-yun)

3. If the last three syllables do not contain a long vowel, the second to last
syllable is stressed if it is a closed syllable (sequence of sounds: consonant - short
vowel - consonant):

mu-‘al-lim

mu-far-gim,
and the same applies if the word consists of only two syllables:

an-ta

ra-gul
Otherwise the third to last syllable is stressed, regardless of its structure:

mu- ‘al-li-ma

mug-ta-hi-dun

4. It is accepted in modern Arabic language that the stress may not advance
beyond the last syllable but two. This requires the stress to be shifted if the

number of syllables changes, when the Nunation is pronounced or suffixes are
added.

ta-li-ba ta-li-ba-tun
mu- ‘al-li-ma mu--al-/i-ma-tun
ku-tu-bun ku-tu-bu-na (our books)
mu- ‘al-li-mun mu-‘al-li-mu-na (our teacher)
ta-li-ba ta-li-ba-tun

ta-li-ba-tu-na (our student (f))
mu- ‘al-li-ma mu-‘al-/i-ma-tun

mu-‘al-li-ma-tu-na (our teacher (f.) )

5. The definite article, and the first syllable of verbal Forms VII, VIII, IX and X
are never stressed.
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RADICAL, ROOT, PATTERN

The majority of Arablc words can be reduced to a triliteral root consisting of
three consonants (6’%) They are called radicals (R1, R2 and R3). There is also

quite a number of quadrllltera] roots (Gﬁb))

The root expresses a certain conceptual content, e.g. the meaning “to write” is
inherent in the root K-T-B (< — < — &), “t0 go” inD-H-B (& — ¢ = 3),
and “to drink” in S -R - B (« = = )

This conceptual content is specified by short and long vowels between the
consonants and by prefixes, infixes and suffixes regarding the part of speech
(verb, noun, adjective) as well as regarding the grammatical category (tense,
mood, number, case etc.). Simplified, one can say that the root consonants
(Radicals) fulfil a semantic and the vowels a grammatical function in the Arabic
word:

-

KaTaBa (9.5) = he wrote / has written
KaTiB (<5 \/5) = writing, writer, author
KiTaB (S5 = book

KuTuB (g_ﬂfjf) = books

maKTuB (g);g;) = written, letter
maKTaBa (4:&:«) = library, bookshop

The Arab grammarians use < for Ri (Ist Radical), ¢ for R2 (2nd Radical) and J
for R3 (3rd Radical) in order to describe the numerous word forms systematically.
Fa', ‘Ayn and Lam fulfil the function of variables in the patterns, for which
theoretically any consonant can be substituted.

J;} fa'ala is the p.attern used for the perfect tense (3rd Uas )/

h ~ | p.sg.m.): T

J&U fa'il | isthe pattern used for the active participle: UUc LLJ

J:xé fa'il | isatypical pattern of the adjectlve j«w c}y,f

J fi'al |isa typlcal pattern ofthe broken plural Jisb chf

JWT af'al |is another typical pattern of the broken lural: Al (sl
typ P P S5 e

A reliable knowledge of the patterns and their general meaning is very useful for
obtaining a good command of the language, and enables the learner to deduce the
meanings of derived nouns and verbal forms by knowing the meaning of the root.
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VERBS (JusY)
GENERAL
Most Arabic verbs are triliteral (i;)’:) and some are quadriliteral (1&\53) The
Arabic verb has basically two tense;: /
1. Perfect tense (Lsa,o‘vd\/)
2. Imperfect tense (é )L:'a:j)

conjugational patterns for the perfect and imperfect tense for:
1. Singular (3,2

- oz

2. Dual (i)
3. Plural ()

four groups of verbs:
1. Sound verbs (;J\id\/‘c:xia.ﬂ Ju_ﬂ)
2. Hamzated verbs (; soga) |dll)
3. Doubled Verbs Rz=Rs3 (Uil Jail)
4. Weak verbs (3\.15;1.5\ J\:in)
four moods
1. Indicative perfect (L;[aL:JT) and indicative imperfect (é 5 e é )L:'a-iﬁ)
2. Subjunctive (& sl ¢ Ll
3. Jussive (p 5 o)l ¢ lall)
4. Imperative (;«f}!f)
two voices
1. Active voice (()M :;MJ\ é;)\-;i&\/yu‘) = Indicative perfect and
indicative imperfect
2. Passive voice (Jj-g;ﬁ;u Z;MJ\ é)\;’aﬁ/w&wi) occurring as indicative

perfect and indicative imperfect as well as as subjunctive and jussive

2 ° 2 oz
and in addition to basic Form I the derived or increased forms (- yJ! JNSJ\)

(Forms II ...X) occurring also in all the tenses, groups, moods and voices.
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oz

Any full verb ((U\ Jxa.“) needs a subject (Jf—\.aj\) The only exceptlons are some

auxiliary verbs which do not always have a subject (@z’ L@J\y\) .ﬂfj L@J\f- B u\f)
All these verbs may be transitive (LSM\ J&d‘) 1. e. they are followed by one or
more objects (Jyubd\) or intransitive (LS:XQ:J\ rp JuJ\/())U\ J:uﬂ\) i.e. the

verb has only a subject and not necessarily an object.

SOUND VERBS (eJU! :}lii\;)

PERFECT TENSE ( s\l

The perfect tense is one of the two simple forms of the verb and basically
narrative in function. In most cases it denotes a completed event or action. The
perfect form can also be used to express actions that (will) take place in the
present and future, like e.g. in maledictions, in conditional sentences and optative
clauses, because the Arabic perfect tense does not actually express a certain
tense; it merely states the verbal action. The Arabic perfect tense corresponds —
depending on the context - to both the English past tense and present perfect.

-

He wrote. / He has written. v:f

The Arabic dictionary entry form is the 3rd p. sg. m. of the perfect tense. The
vocabulary in this grammar is given according to the common practice in both

languages: =S “to write” (instead of the exact equivalent “he wrote/ has written”).

The vowel a (Fatha) invariably follows Ri and R3 in the perfect tense. R2 is
mostly followed by a (Fatha)' S “to write” B “to go” Jxe “to do”, often by

-
P19

i (Kasra): < 2 “to drink” C‘W “to hear”

Verbs in which u (Damma) follows R2 are relatively rare. They are always

intransitives, occur only in literary language and are equivalent to groups of verbs
. . . . ege P

consisting of an adjective + auxiliary verb (e. g. ;> “sth. was [or became]

. 2 e [13 b
good, nice”, S “sth. became big” a. 0.).

CONJUGATION OF THE SOUND VERB (@JLe! Jadll (i ya)

The order of persons in the Arabic conjugational paradigm is 3" person - 2"
person - 1% person. This complies with Arab tradition and the practice pursued in
nearly all Arabic textbooks. The persons are expressed by means of suffixes. In
the following paradigm, the independent pronoun has been added in parentheses
to be able to do without additional information about person, gender and number.
The verbal dual forms are used to denote that the verbal action is done by two
persons or things by adding the suffix —@ / -ani to the 3" p.sg. m. and f. and to
the 2" p.pl.m. of the perfect / imperfect tense. However, there is no verbal dual
form attested in any modern Arabic dialect.
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Table 2: PERFECT TENSE ( <2\

plural I singular
sample verbs
e | F e | SO
e | G G RS
U | | U |y e |l | Bl ] ()
riw e {,fl,d =y g,lx.é Cle | sl | (&
Ao | A | 2d 50 e | s | eds |
dual 3 p.m. D’b/d S S (o)
dual 3 p.f. Las (B Ll (\;.:n)
dual 2ppl. | G | GAS | LS | (G

2 -
The 3 p. pl. m., i.e. the form | sk=5, is also used to express the impersonal “one”.
P

The Alif in \jl;é is not propounced and omitted in writing if suffixes are added.
The auxiliary vowel of;.-rl;é is u, of wJb it is i, when followed by the definite
article.

2 ° os
IMPERFECT TENSE/INDICATIVE (J& 5 ol é BN

The imperfect tense/indicative is the second of the two simple verb forms in
Arabic; It almost always in(}iicoates an action or state taking place in the present
(i-#aL;Jf) or future tense (M() and may express a habitual, progressive,
future or stative meaning.

The imperfect tense can sometimes be employed to express actions having taken
place in the past, as is the case in some subordinate clauses, because the
imperfect tense is actually neutral regarding tense and merely describes the verbal
action in its course.

It is characteristic for the imperfect tense/indicative that R1 is vowelless and that
R2 is followed by a so-called imperfect stem vowel, which can be a (Fatha) as
well as i (Kasra) or u (Damma). The imperfect stem vowel is invariably a (Fatha)
when the second vowel of the perfect tense is i (Ju,w / O ).

The vowel u or a suffix follows R3. The persons are expressed by prefixes.
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Table 3: IMPERFECT/INDICATIVE (Cﬁjoj‘ &) T

pl. | sg.
sample verbs
P s PR P s .7
e S b e s b
- 20 - A2 0 - 2o 2 ° 2 o 2 o

% C
i3 \ E_\
% C
TE
\ C
g
1S3
R
N NN
Cg_\- Cg_\n
N aN
T E
EAN
5 |

\

Jo

°

£
b
;
| b
{‘

Lo

[
'
\
-
-
1
\
g \
1
«
IR
&
—n
([
I
\
\
o
n
\
\
\
n
\
. 1
+ {
=\ °

Joi | g | 8 o NI N N
dual 3% pm. | OSei | oM | oS | Uk
dual 3" p.f. O | O i | U

dual 2%p.pl. | OOwdl | OO | o | LS

The particle J}:c or its abridged form —w (as a prefix) can be placed in front of
the imperfect tense to emphasize its future aspect:

. He will definitely write to you. / He is sure ;‘/U/} 3°§~ . ;‘/U/ 2 K" - ;});

1o write to you.

The particle 43 + imperfect tense meaning “perhaps, may, might, probably”
also denotes a future action or event as a possibility:

Perhaps he will write. LK; 2

MOODS OF THE IMPERFECT TENSE
The imperfect tense consists of several moods. The indicative generally serves to

express an action (an event, also a state). The same applies to the subjunctive
(ujja-:x“ C)L,md\) and the jussive (()I’M-“ C)LAJ) which, however, never

occur alone, but are only used after certam conjunctlons and partlc]es (@D u\

@ 2

“that”, N1 “that ... not”, (04 =Y + oy) ¢ (Y § ) L; and (Y L5§J) JQ
order that” Ls"' “s0 that until’and the negations uj VJ and V).

The subjunctive and the jussive differ from the indicative by an a (subjunctive)
replacing the short vowel u after R3 or by R3 being vowelless (jussive) and by the
suffixes -7na and -@na being abridged. In the latter case an Alif, which is not
pronounced, is added in spelling to the long vowel -z, which has become final
now - like in the 3 p.pl.m. of the perfect tense.
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Only the imperfect tense has the subjunctive and the jussive. The perfect tense
has only one mood, the indicative. The ending O is omitted in the dual of the
subjunctive and in the jussive.

Table 4: SUBJUNCTIVE AND JUSSIVE (& gaiol! é Hlaalia gl é yLaddi )

Jussive Subjunctive Indicative
e b e 2
e = 5 i

005
IMPERATIVE ( ;%! d*.0)

Forming: The 2" p. sg. and pl. of the jussive is the form to start from. The prefix
ta- is omitted, and the double consonant, which has now been formed, is resolved
by a prosthetic vowel. The prosthetic vowel is represented in writing by an A/if
with Hamza (in the interior of the sentence Hamzat wasl!). The vowel is i- in
verbs with the imperfect stem vowel @ or i, and it is u- in verbs with the imperfect
stem vowel u. There is also one dual form for the imperative.

s L g o]
6&3? S5 &”‘ |
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A JEgY | les) i

o K] & Jo
ey L el ) s

S dual S Gt
The indirect command (hortative) is expressed by the preposition J + jussive.
Let’s go! k,.mJ‘J/
He shall do that! relds J’-‘:J

-

The imperative of the verbs R1 = », and of some verbs R1 =1 is formed without a

prosthetic vowel: Jo‘- “Take!”, \}5 “Eat!” (&= the respective tables).
Another mood of the imperfect tense is the so-called energetlc mood to express

emphasis. It is formed by adding the suffix - — or u— to the imperative or
jussive. However, it is extremely rare in modern Arabic.

PASSIVE VOICE (J vt M)
The passive voice (J)@.me LS««J\) can be formed from the perfect tense

(JM :5;;.3\ u.sa\l\) and 1mperfect fense (JW :;:J\ t)w\) and
differs from “the actlve voice ((M u‘“") with respect to function in the
possibility of the actor (Jﬁbﬂ\) being left unmentl/oned. The object of a transitive
verb turns into the subject of the predicate (sl L.JU/) in the passive voice.
However, preference is given in Arabic to the use of the active voice.

The passive voice formally only differs from the active voice in the sequence of
vowels. The characteristic sequence of vowels in the passive voice of the perfect
tense is u - i — a and of the imperfect tense u - a - a.

The verbal government by means of prepositions is preserved in the passive voice.
In such constructions the masculine singular form of the verb is always used,
even if the subject is feminine (&~ Passive Participle):

The guests are welcomed. .J )j:,ajb L;-/;
Many opinions were expressed. .0 j\S ;E )\ oF f.}o

In modern Arabic, however, the rule of the actor (J&UJ\) being left unmentioned
is frequently broken, and the actor is added after J-& tfa “by”:

The book was written by the president. ] ) JJ : LQ\ ;,.5



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.004
https://www.cambridge.org/core

Sound Verbs

17

The periphrasis of the passive voice is also possible throygh the use of the infini-

tive preceded by the perfect or imperfect tense of F»J / ;—u (to come about, to be

performed, to be accomplished, to take place, to happen) or & > / 3 = (1o

occur, to come to pass, to take place, to happen).

The papers were delivered.
~ (lit.: The delivery... took place.)

S S s s i |

However, it is to be observed in colloquial and written usage that ;-:/ is often used

in its masculine form although it is followed by a feminine noun:

The project was / is studied.

N I I
,@’,;UJ\ M\)/;V_ii/r.;

The passive imperfect tense, when occurring in conjunction with the negation Y,
is often used in the form of an attributive relative clause, which can be replaced

by an attributive adjective in English:

an event which is not forgotten = an unforgettable event L5-w} Y :J:v-
Table 5: PASSIVE VOICE (d}éf’.&:U :;woj‘ E)LA’JU J}’gmﬂ :5.«..1\ g;;@\.QJ\)
Imperfect Perfect
P'ilssnive A}ctiﬂve Peissijve A/cti\//e
Ji S s J >
e e — e I,
E | s | K [ s | B
S s e s o
b 5l O s e I A
o e e de |
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Table 6: SOUND VERBS (J#9) : FORM I (;JC.J\ Jady

Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative

Clo | B | RE | s | s | Gl | (&

bl | cho | B | | T | o | o | o
Gt | e S 1 I S R S P B
D5 | 1shad e IR RNV N A
o [ [ B | | ok | [ )

P
G Jof

G R el B B Rl K s

. ‘. . g I . e <. - 8
- /o e 2 - /o/ - /o/ - /a/ ke s
- o o A oR - - o ’ o - o o -

5 2 £

o | Ll | oISE | WE | WE | o | W | (3

* This is the form of the imperative when the imperfect stem vowel is u.

o & o,
DERIVED FORMS OF THE VERBS (4 jo! Jadli)

- - 2 °

The base form (Form I) of the Arabic verb (J;.'e / J;uu) can be extended by
gemination of consonants, prolongation of vowels, prefixation or infixation, or a
combination of the two possibilities. The extensions of the base form, like the
base form itself, are called Forms.

There are 15 Forms, of which only 10, however, are in common use. They are
referred to by Roman numerals in European grammar books and dictionaries:
base Form = Form I, derived Forms = Form II, III, ... X. Theoretically, all forms
can be derived from any verb. However, a verb rarely occurs in more than 4 or 5
forms, and in fact it often occurs only in its basic form or a derived form.
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Table 7: SOUND VERBS (#9) : FORM I1

Characteristic: doubling of R2.

The sequence of vowels in the imperfect form is u - a - i.

19

Perfect tense:

Imperfect tense:

E
2
:
E
:
b

Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
* 574 ok ° ¥ s i e T o2
J= Jri | R O
3. ] ° - P 2, .

3
.
%
|
e
8

] oy’ ¢7 ¢ 5 ¢ ¥ °%7 of
el |l | e s bt | cdes | (o)
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\
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) e | Yot | O | fec s R o M&7 Jgf)
o_ - owd aw‘/ 0y~ oW~ oy~ o - & SoF
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°

\e
o
°
\3
\
\
&
\
o
\3
\
°
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.- o w2 - - - P .-
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o //‘5‘} 2w ) 7wy P - 8

= ») P e 2 ] EP] — ») P e o sof
Odlrss Lazlad s Morss M OMrss - (Lzh
. P

The quadriliteral verb has the same vocalization of the imperfect form.

2 o8 - 0. 0o 2 o
to translate e Haiy ¢ et

Table 40 supplies a full survey about all forms of the quadriliteral verb.
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Table 8: SOUND VERBS (_$©) : FORM III

Characteristic: prolongation of the vowel that follows R1.

The sequence of vowels in the imperfect form is u-a-i.

Perfect tense: J&U
Imperfect tense: :}-‘Uj
Passive Active /
Imperfect | Perfect | Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
B | e B | el | Jel | 6| GR)
| e ) IRV VN P P
BE | g | b | pE | E | e | | e
el | e | Ll | el | el | el | o6 | )
Jeol | tle s Jebl | el Jebl | LdeG |
058 | 1yle el | el | Ol | 1 | G
R | G| | o | e | b
O Jeli V_J;y el | el | 1 el b)JifLE et | (2
@ || 6 || e | e || o
| ey LE | BT | eE |G |G
R | Jey S | el | e | 356 |
D | e | Sl | Sl | Skl | ot | edi | ()



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.004
https://www.cambridge.org/core

Table 9: SOUND VERBS (J#31) : FORM IV

Sound Verbs / Derived Forms

Characteristic: prefix a- |, vowellessness of R1

The prefixed Hamza of Form 1V is a Hamzat al-gat". The sequence of vowels in

the imperfect form is u - i.

Perfect tense:

Imperfect tense:

Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive | Subjunctive Indicative
2 ,°.) - ?;} 3 n.} - a.} 2 D.J - ,?f s
S | i | | R O
) s o4 o ° - o 2 o0 s o,
-58 o 7 f .3 .2 .2 o 1-.f -
e | Sl o il el L)
2 o o of o o~ o o s 0 2 o o og . of
N IRCHUPY I PV SEFH ROV O

Tl | el el el Gl | CLE| o
ek | jms \ j.lm | JJM o jim | lasf )
ek |l GIe I IR B

The imperfect tense of Forms II and IV are neither distinguishable from each

other nor from the basic Form without auxiliary signs.
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Table 10 : SOUND VERBS (&) : FORM V

Form V has the same basic structure as Form II. The prefix ta- — is added as a
distinguishing characteristic. The sequence of vowels in the perfect and imperfect

tense is - a - throughout.

Perfect tense J:w

Imperfect tense J;-ﬂ-:
Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
) ) ° 57 e * e c 87 3
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The imperative of Form V is used with only a few verbs.
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Table 11 : SOUND VERBS (J$\&) : FORM VI

Form VI has the same basic structure as Form III. The prefix fa- — is added as a
distinguishing characteristic. The sequence of vowels in the perfect and imperfect
tense is - @ - throughout.

Perfect tense J;U-:
Imperfect tense :}PL;:
Passive Active

Imperfect | Perfect | Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive Subjunctive Indicative

i | E | |we| s | e 560
b ||| s | e [5e]
s | e, Bl | G| B | pas | ek )
e | ey | Bl | LS| LW | Gl | b | o
Qe | e Jeet | el Jeul el (o
O | 1 e i US| Vel | o el |1 e ()
B LA |dw| B |G |66
Joud | e i el e e (e
e ol | SR | e | SRE | (o

-
- Jof

Ol | Gle i | SBlE | SELE | WeUE | odelE |G| (LA

The imperative of Form VI is used with only a few verbs.
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24 Sound Verbs / Derived Forms

Table 12 : SOUND VERBS (J&&!): FORM VII

Characteristic of Form VII: prefix n- —)

The consonant cluster at the beginning of the verb due to the prefix is dissolved
by the prosthetic vowel i-:(i)n- —\ . The Hamza, as the chair of the vowel i, is a
Hamzat al-wasl. The sequence of vowels in the perfect tense is a throughout -
with the exception of the prosthetic vowel. The prosthetic vowel is omitted in the

imperfect tense; the sequence of vowels is: a - a - i.

Perfect tense J—*-:v\/
Imperfect tense :}Nu/
Passive Active )
Imperfect | Perfect | Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive Subjunctive Indicative
S| o S| b | BB G
Jet | edaa VN Jeil || o
o5k | 1l S |k | ok || G
e | Pl | b | k|| Ch
e | et |l |l | oGkas | Ol |G (2
R IE S | S| 0w | ERE | (U
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Table 13 : SOUND VERBS (J*3): FORM VIII

Characteristic of Form VIII: infix #(a)- —— between R1 and R2; R1 is not

followed by a vowel. The Hamza, as the chair of the vowel i, is a Hamzat al-wasl.

The sequence of vowels in the perfect tense is a throughout - with the exception
of the prosthetic vowel. The prosthetic vowel is omitted in the imperfect tense;

the succession of vowels is: a - a - i.

Perfect tense J;..a\/
Imperfect tense :}w
Passive Active ]
Imperfect | Perfect | Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
:}uf L Jw\ ai ai i | (g,.,\/)
S | LA A | | A | Gk |l (o)
P JE R e )
D | A | e [ kEs | lds | o || (4
[ g [ | o |8
J | 48 AR R ) (G
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26 Sound Verbs / Derived Forms

There are various rules for the assimilation of the infix - to R1 = ¢ ¢ 2 (2 b

(o b

The most important rules are as follows:

w

Ri=o +infix o = o

to follow, to succeed (sb./sth.),

Ri= 2 +infix & > b

//]o.\

5
& to pursue, to observe
Ri=>+infix o > A B3 to warm o.s.
Ri=>5+infix & > 3 = 1o keep, to save
Ri= )+ infix > 55 };33\ to blossom, to flourish, to
P rosper
Ri=_e+infix & > b - C:LW\ to collide with

to suppress, to oppress

Ri=b+infix o > b

examine

to look at, to inspect, to

Ri=b+infix o > Lk

e bt
b

-

to suffer injustice

Table 14 : SOUND VERBS (J#3): FORM IX

Form IX is rare because it is primarily used in conjunction with colours and defects.

verbal noun verb

P PR 3 of

10 be or to turn/become white Lol o) < e
8 o I < 3.0 £

to be or to turn/become red e o) o>
8. oo 4.0 s..0f

to be or to turn/become blue 3L, S5 < &)l
8 o o 4.0 < 3.0 £

to be or to turn/become brown ) o) o) jeen
P ) &0 < 3.0 £

to be or to turn/become black 315 gl 3 g > g
a e e o 2o f

to be or to turn/become yellow O e Sl S el

The initial Hamza is Hamzat al-wasl, as in Forms VII, VIII and X. The verbs of
Form IX are virtually only used in the 3 p.sg.m. or f.
Another pattern with the same function is:

verbal noun verb verbal noun verb

to be or to turn/ £ g -0 5ot %o
\M‘ LA.>-\ Lvd\ \.«3\
become red/to redden / B J ; J ; J B
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Table 15 : SOUND VERBS (_}#45w!): FORM X

27

Characteristic of Form X: prefix st(a)- —); R1 is not followed by a vowel. The

Hamza, as the chair of the vowel i, is a Hamzat al-wasl. The succession of

vowels in the perfect tense is a throughout - with the exception of the prosthetic

vowel. The prosthetic vowel is omitted in the imperfect tense; the sequence of

vowels is: a-a-1i.

perfect tense

-

/B.:e \

P

imperfect tense

2

o
Lo -

Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect | Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
2 /o./e 5 - B.{D 2 o 0,:0 P - D.:e > 2 o - - /o.:o .2
rify | Jriad riy | i . rize) | (%)
t ot 2o T om ° S Yt 2 ? D.:° < ° //o.:c -

)
- /./a‘

AR I | So o o 2 o 2 . o 2 °.° of
Oadtd | izl | edfl | el | Jeifld | Caleafld | it | ()
- - - N - * oo s - - -

3 o 2 I s o 2 P 3 o . o o P
Al £ 2 ) o o £ o £ 2 7% 0 £
JA.A.LA EREY I Jmazal | LT =S B RGET S

. . . / .
P ] 3 o 3 o PRI 3 o
% 2  so o - o . . o - PPN o 2
QM \j.l;u:wa\ \)M \M QW \j.bu:.w\ (VJA)
P . . . P
° o ° o 3 o o s o ° o o o ~
TR . L Jo | - Lo - P o - P o - -1l | (u ;)
ol s e S %k \’ | 4o VL Y . | PR GNP N A ;gf
d - - - - - - d - - - ( - )
7 - W > > ‘ i
PR ORI B ( o0 % \ PR PR PR BR Pa | (& }?T/)
P B P - - P -~
e s o 05t e e P LI 2% 0 S0 -
° P P P P
P . P . P
NI R TR JCe % | Py
. P P - .. P
e, P P - o N -~ .,
ROt A Loz Loz . Lo A
. ~ . . . . .
A1 P A Y % %6 . ISR PR . o %0F
- . . . . - .. .
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Table 16 : SOUND VERBS (;.J\f«J\ Jadll) : FORMS IT - X (SUMMARY)

Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive Subjunctive | Indicative

2

s _ - A o - - w -
@ E ¢ E I

Jna SER

‘e
E\
\
LAY
3

- CF\*
o XE’\:
CF
%

° \(:%_o

G
o \CF"
£
\ \C;‘_‘
3%
~..\CI6_‘°

“s
L
o

FU

v

\
\
o
°
\
°
\
\
\
o
\
\

N
\

g\
R

3] 273 & [ &, &
3 -

N AR

CF
B
&
B
%
£y
“
By

- CF\‘“
2

R I NS L e | Ry
x| Jes | B i i T B RV

\
°
[

.0 ‘ L0 - Lo s Lo -
-

CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES OF THE DERIVED FORMS

Originally, the derived Forms are variants of Form [ which serve to express
aspects as well as the character of the respective verb. A functional-semantic
description of the Forms is possible, however, it provides little benefit for
language practice. The learner does not need to create certain Forms anew
himself. Knowing the basic meaning of a certain Form can, however, enable him
to understand an unfamiliar verb without referring to a dictionary.

Changes with regard to meaning correspond to the formal extensions of the base
form as well. Thus e.g. an intensifying, causative and denominative meaning is
stated for Form II, a reflexive meaning for Form VII. However, as every
individual verb is lexically fixed, the original “value of the form” is often not
identifiable any more. Basically, it must be stated here that many verbs do not fit
into a general semantic system of the individual Forms. Therefore, it is simply
not enough to memorize only the root or Form I of a verb. Every verb must be
learned according to its respective Form. Knowing the Forms is necessary to
ensure their correct technical use.

In the following we provide some characteristic features of the derived Forms.
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Form II

’15‘/,} /léf

Intensifying, causative, denominative (it is productive in
modern Arabic in this function)

nearly all its verbs are
transitive, most
frequent after Form I

Form III

e - o

denoting an aim (attempted) effect on a person or thing

many verbs do not
show this meaning of
the Form, nearly all
verbs are transitive.

Form IV

2 o.} - /?f
-

causative, denominative, and occurs in various other
meanings which are hard to summarize

most verbs of this
Form are transitive

Form V

-

2 - -
[ [
- <
[¢ !" "L".. [¢ l‘““"

intransitives in relation to Form II as well as some
denominatives

mostly intransitive

Form VI

Mostly a reciprocal meaning in relation to Form III

transitive and
intransitive, rare

Form VII

2 - - -
! o~ !/ .9\
- -

intransitives and reflexives

in colloquial language
used as passive voice
of verbs of Form I,

all intransitive

Form VIII

2 o - o

Ky By
Jody — Jadl
. .

various meanings, which are partially very different from
each other, some verbs are reciprocal variants of Form 1.

partly transitive,
partly intransitive

Form IX

3 o 7 o
2o !/.\
P

almost always used in conjunction with colours and
defects, denotes both the arising of the respective state
and its existence, which is often characterized by
intensity

always intransitive,
very rare

Form X

often occurs in the meaning “to request sth., to ask s.o.
for s.th.” which is included in the meaning of the root

primarily transitive
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30 Hamzated Verbs

z

HAMZATED VERBS (o 3 M\ Jw‘ﬁ)

GENERAL

In principle, Verbs with Hamza as Rl R2 or R3 follow the same conjugational
patterns of the sound verb ((JLJ\ Jxﬂ ). Their peculiarities are nearly exclusively
a question of correct spelling (&= Spellmg of Hamza). The phonetical peculiar-
ities as compared with the sound verb are limited to a few patterns of the verbs in
which Hamza is the 1% radical. This is due to the following phonetic rule: ‘a’

becomes ‘g, iI' = T and 'u' = "4 However, this rule does not apply throughout.

Form I = = Je
o= kb
:j.e\ = AT (< _x;\\)
B;L; = i (< L\T/)

FERE

-

The two imperatives Jf “Eat!” and f “Order!”, which are derlved from the

verbs Jf I “to eat” and ,»‘ “to order”, have the same form as J~>‘ “take”;

otherwise the imperative is formed by R1 being included, accordingly:

Jj’j\ = J;)\ “Hope!” derived from the verb Jj “to hope”.

Form III J&b = QT (< :\;-“)
Form IV ;};3\ = QT (< :x;-f\)
J - Tyl (< 3
R e
Jei o= S (< ed)

-

Form VIII J:.:;e\ = 355

-

R1 is not assimilated to the infix 7 in the other verbs R1 = Hamza, but the vowel is
not prolonged either:

°
\

_als) (instead of) ~ _alz)
)

(instead of) >l


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.004
https://www.cambridge.org/core

Hamzated Verbs 31

- z z o 2 oz
o £ 3 { S0 ~ o Wtf
Table 17 : HAMZATED VERBS R1 = s (431) : FORM I (J9Y) | Jadlh)
Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
L. 2 °s 8 R fs R £ .8
axy Joe Ry Ny a0 J& ()
e ° : ? °a 2 “a 8, Sa 8, o .. % .
ey ol -5 J=U J=U ool ()
Lo . °./5 °. s °s 8. o> faf, PR 1 . /ef
] dotd J J>=U J>U REV ol (<5h
. .- 02 °./f . .z 8. s 8 PRI 3 °.. £ of
R B st L;A; (gl L“ghx_;l; gl codst) (=5h
L2 s °./ﬁ' - °./l~ ’./;~ }./)~ s %L £ £
d5 ol Ol Ny J Jd> <ds (Lh
AP }./s} RS Sa %l R > % o 2
Oyl guey bodly Vol O 9=l (e ()
70 o ce 2 s e s s
0ixYg | odl 04U 04 odxl | odxl | ()
AR o ;°./ 2 % ‘a2, R R P 0o 8% £ 0%
NEREY (.5.)9-\ [FRES Pad= U gy O gl [,_'.'.ul ((,_;5\)
70 s PP 70 S0 8. R s 8. s 5. f G Sof
0dxF | Odx | 0dxl | 043G 0dx6 | | AN
Loy D Es Es D o
5% U -G N E Jx=U Cisl | (=)
L 0 ’./f s 8 s Bl R VR P
Old> g [BE [REH [REY Ol Jose (L)
oo PO “a 2, a8 ) a8, PO .
oy | G U N Ol | GiET | (G
‘.08 P ) R R R P . %o
o | Ll ke 105G 1156 o=l | Wl | (L3
Table 18 : HAMZATED VERBS R1= s (4>!) : FORMS II - X
Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
‘e . “y oy £ °.y Ly Ly ‘s £
RESE a2 RS d> ' .x;-}f .,b-)j a2 I
Lo s “ H ° - ° 2 “ b % 3 o=
eSS N J el g delg dl g J I1I
e ’./ H °4/~ °./ o 2 ’./ o s J./ ° s o
RESE+ do- gl J | A 5 A 5 e’ J | 1\
lg fa ’.; 3 °..¢/ £ °4; £ ’.; £ }.; £ e £,
2 - o ° - 3 -
Sty N N NEATH NEATH NEATY &0 VI
no forms VII
KEy sl NE] P dd i LS| v
2. % s N L R N Y .
BEH T NESS S| R TW BT do g Jdo L REAT] X
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Hamzated Verbs

s oz @ o £ o~
£ (. J. Lo -~ o .5
Table 19 : HAMZATED VERBS R2 = s (JWw) : FORMI (G ) sagalt Jadll)
Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
JU Je JU JU JU JU )
Jud | el Jbs | ot Jus | | (e
Jtd AT JL JUs JUS JUS IO | (&)
Wl |l | gt | Jte | gt NPT SRS GO YOO
JUI At Jut Jud Jud ESL (h

B

\%

o9t

os
- (¥o0 3

Al

™

o
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v fe

oz

Al
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N[

o
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™
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g

o s
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o
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s
° 0
NS

Jb Ul Jbs gt Jbus gt | G
ey | W | N 9 oy NI IS

oYU

‘e,
™

\
s
o
Ny

Nt

ovis

Table 20 : HAMZATED VERBS R2= s (J) : FORMS IT - X

Je J=

Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
2 f/ 3 - #} o ¥ %/ R s ¥ 5 2 &'/ s

JL

II

S
JHio

s

Jsl

[

N
N

Cc-.>
-
\

T | | e | o | o |
2E s RS °f, °E L E L 2E L “E
JUG s JUS JUg JU& JUE JUi | v
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VII

-
NETRE S
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ELON
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b}
ELSIN
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z - o 2 oz
L T o L%
Table 21 : HAMZATED VERBS R3 = s (1 3) : FORM T (,7Y! ) soged) fadll)
Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
2.°, . 3 2.0, g0, 2o, (94 .3
A C A2 A | P ICD)
£ %2 ° : M &% £ % £ % °. £ -
A S A & [ & <! (™
82 - : -2 2% £° ie. - [ cof
1,4 g,.)/J& I3 \j;z_, (J¥5 1,4 ol (u\)
. o2 o s ooz P e L of
A | b & A oA S GiA | A ()
2 o2 s ° 2 g °f £ %% 2 oz s 8.7 £
I3 oS I3 I3 5] ol 3 (Lh
T %s : 2 2.5 2.5, T 57 o s
O5A | 1934 1934 O34 | 115 ()
<9 0 o 2 - g o g o g o <8 - P
oE | ohE | ol oE | OB | R
s ° ): 2 J‘,i ,l;/‘:: ;r_,tz . J‘/D_‘: o 7 :?f
O3 A& | e BS bIA 5 1534 O A& | F ] (ED
R s 22 R TE R R s 8 G 5o
OE | B | oy | OUE | olE o | GG
&5 g 20 £ %0 £ & 2o e
(¥ L;;{a 1,4 (J¥E gy UJ} D))
ol & T3 Vi Vi ol & 5| (G
R 55 5 Vi OV & i (t;.fa)
o, R e o o e I Y
ol & L 3 I3 g5 1,8 Ol & Ll (L)

Table 22 : HAMZATED VERBS R3= s (1 3) :

FORMS II - X

Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive | Subjunctive [ Indicative
275 ;22 g ¥ g 271 ;20 s 27 4
* 3 s p & & S 2 & A ! 11
1 o, L | bW fs ol | s |
£ s z :g e o [ ° 2 £ % 2 . 0%
|2 s A s A 8 & S 4 & 2 13! v
2 s L 23 %7, %7 7. %7 £
Az S A A A A = \
D R TP 5 2 R 5
(= (s, 4 V)& gi¥=: "G VG L& | VI
27 os ,/{_J o e e o P s T £ 7o
e s ) s R G Ax G A0 S A% bl VII
2 o o ° ° ) o E, /z
Vi {s 3 s | L {s i (s i Vs | v
£° o s PN s e s o . . %o - s S
([Jrivoe gy gy (S Ry (5 Ry (5 R |" 2zl X
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34 Doubled Verbs

DOUBLED VERBS Rz = R3 (Cisliael! Jadll)

The 2" and the 3" radical of the verbs R2 = R3 are identical.

Example: Ri=¢, R2=,, R3=, = 3; “he (has) passed (by)”

The special feature of these verbs, compared with the sound triliteral verb, is that

R2 and R3 are contracted in some of their forms, but not in others. As a rule, R2
and R3 are contracted if a vowel follows R3:

i imperfect perfect
i ,~ iE " >

R2 and R3 are not contracted if R3 is vowelless in the new form which was
formed according to the pattern of the sound verbs:

o o - o - o -
2 - 2 o -~

S =0 . Lo = L, ol = o)

or if there is a long vowel between R2 and Ra:

L ® S0 -

dye = 4 Jsmis = a0

The imperfect stem vowel may be a, i or u as is the case with the sound verbs; the
vowel that follows R2 in the non-contracted patterns of the perfect tense is almost
always a.

active participle G
passive participle j);";‘

(&~ respective tables)
Derived Forms: All patterns of Forms Il and V are formed according to the
pattern of the sound verbs:

perfect J:w = )i—w J;ﬁ = ;;“

) EE

imperfect J:&: = 33&:) J = e

In the other Forms R2 and R3 are contracted in the 3™ p.sg.m. The individual

conjugational forms follow the rules given above. (&&= the following tables)

In most dialects, these verbs are conjugated in the perfect tense like ‘_;/M , analog
to the verbs R3 = (s, accordingly:
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Table 23 : DOUBLED VERBS R2= R3 (53) : FORM I @ OA] JMJ

Doubled Verbs

o,
i

35

Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative Jussive Subjunctive | Indicative
3.2 %2 oS0 558 . 5. da. 5. Pl
e ~ Dl e P g s (*)
3.4 o s 0 3o L[58, R [ R o G- P
P = ol o I < (S
P e s o 3o o %o L [F 8 2 [ s, oo o of
= SV T It = o <o | (D
Py e s 2 3 23, 25 E Lo Lof
S o | S S o S B SN N CD)
2.4 3 o s o s0f 5% 6% 3% 2 o £
! < P ! g S N CD
o3 33 3. dis. T3l 3. o s
O o2 5 L5 V5 O | e | (e
0.0 s o 2 ey Lo %0 . o Jo - o . s s
Oy Oy~ Oy O = Oy Oy ™
Ao o s 2 2 2a, 3. T 2ag o S0 :o\f
Qyms | o EyS 19 Vg Oy | oo | (=)
o0 2 G s 2 “oso? Y Y oo 2 G g0 w)e;
O | P 0, O o Oy S NG, )
2.2 o 2 o 3o o[58 R 2. P 2o ¢
e ) e PP o = L | ()
L Fe &8 I EE g LB & P
Ol 2y e e o~ Ol o e (W)
LG 2 08 @5, &2 R 26 -2
Ol s > = | o Ol o (L)
L Ee 2 o Jo 3 & 2 @3 . @2, R s S0 v o 30
Ol s | Lo s = o Ol s | ey a | (Lesh)

Table 24 : DOUBLED VERBS R2 = R3 (33): FORMSII - X

Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative Jussive Subjunctive | Indicative
ER Pl o ¥ 0¥, 3 P EE S ) 6.
By SPY SPS ) B Bpc J I
3 % P 2 %
i mi PRIV Ty e Je |G|
3. s £ o o3 s s

)f“"f‘"

v

8G . o8 /ﬂ}! oﬁ/v/. o.u/:, /Q/:/ )‘4/:/ /Q/./_
IR i B IR DR DR o |V
$o o2 . 22 o sg | 8 o2 o o w/// § o oe & s -z
PR SYVEIN IY Ve B Wi Ve W e JIoNe JWS | VI
ERRY 610 o e /a/e o or [6.0s -0 3o G0
o AL o e e I o VI
é:o; 530 o o /.n/o o oo §oo - §oo - J:n/ § 0
e ! 7 D] e e T A VI
3. .0 2 5 s’ o o .0 $o o o o0 ~|F .o . & 0 . 3 o . . 0
ey o] )JA.:M\/ e ety o oA ja..‘.w‘/ X
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36 Assimilated Verbs

WEAK VERBS (J..:.d\ J.v.cJ\)
ASSIMILATED VERBS Ri1 = 3 or (Jt..d\ ‘_}uj\)

There are certain peculiarities in the conjugation of the weak verbs in which the

“weak” consonants 3 or (s occur as Ri, R2 or R3. The perfect and imperfect tense of
these verbs are shown here on the basis of model verbs. Their conjugational
paradigms are to be applied analogously to verbs of the same structure.

Table 25 : ASSIMILATED VERBS R1 = 3 (J23) : FORMT (6 3\ ) Jlaal Jadl)

The perfect tense of verbs with R1 = 5 or (¢ is formed in the same way as the
strong verbs. The imperfect tense of verbs with R1 = 3 is formed with R1 being
omitted. The patterns for subjunctive, jussive and passive follow the rules of the
sound verbs.

Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect | Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
Jex | Jes J Jar | Jes | O
J‘& B Lo 9 J.\m J«a.? oo g (™

LT
ik
Tl
YRR

T

T.

bE

@

A,

?\
(Y
2

-

f

) i—n
& =
°
\.\gl‘ N

i3
e
t
T
T
I3
13
@

F\
:
Se
%
(S
\
‘\
xE\
A
\
FLUAN
E\
G
\
Q(‘
(G
~
Cbl
~

Shod | P | vhe ks | uka | ket | | G
of || e || e | ke | S ) B
Fof | Ao S = da | ey | )
s | 5 it | et | et | N | D
Pes | e W | s | o | | @
0 w): L‘“}l";j )Lp M M OM LApr; (Lw\)

ASSIMILATED VERBS Ri = 5: FORMS IT- X (¢ 31 Jlsalt Jadl)

The derived forms of the verbs with R1 = s or ($ as first radical have the same
characteristics as the derived forms of the strong verbs. Apparent peculiarities
only arise from the fact that s or s appear as consonants in some forms and as
vowels in others. The latter are contracted in some jussive and imperative forms,
and therefore do not appear in the typeface any more.
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Assimilated Verbs

37

J«aj is employed as the model verb for the derived forms as well. It serves the
purpose of representing the respective patterns of all verbs starting with s,
without actually being really in use in each individual form. Only Forms VIII and
X have some peculiarities. R1 is assimilated to the infix #- in Form VIIL

X

VIII

perfect tense

o'

imperfect tense

2

imperative

o

=

There are no verbs starting with s or ¢ in Form VII. &= following table.

Table 26 : ASSIMILATED VERBS R1 = 5 : FORMS IT - X (5 3\ 3} Jlal! Jadl)

Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect | Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative

o

5

5

o

oy

s v

Jo

I1

i

I

i
2

o33

Je s

el

ol

Je

o

Jes

o

I\Y%

o

o5

&

S

-

Jesy

2

el

e

VI

no forms

Vil

Jafi

e

-

o

L}“é—.‘:u;

-

-

VIII

ol

-0

e

S

X

Table 27 : ASSIMILATED VERBS RI =& () : FORMS I - X (SW! Jiell fadl)

There are only about a dozen verbs having (s as first radical in modern Arabic.
They occur nearly exclusively in the derived forms and follow the same
conjugational patterns of the sound verbs as seen in the following table. Their

imperfect tense is formed according to the strong verbs, i.e. R1 is not omitted.

Passive Active

Imperfect | Perfect Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive Subjunctive | Indicative

2 s 2 - 2 ° - ° or - or 3 ~o- - -

o o o o o I
2 B8 L, 28 o ¥ o 4.8 . 28 s 2 P

2 o2 - 2 ° - o P2 - -3 P -3 - s

o o ol ol ol ol o=t | I
3 . o3 . ‘5 o of o 2 - 2 2 3 . /of

o o) o) o o o3 e v
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38 Hollow Verbs
no forms Vil

HOLLOW VERBS R2= 9 OR «S: FORM I (3= Y1 Jadll)

The following explanations and tables are based on three model verbs:

C
ol

B
a

A

gx;

Their conjugational patterns are to be applied analogously to all other verbs of

the same structure.

THE PERFECT TENSE OF HOLLOW VERBS R2= 9 OR (S

R1 has the long vowel & in the perfect tense in verbs in which R2 = sor s if a

vowel follows R3:

AR w0 gerup® (= JyRa=y | MG (o) | EAB ()| 76 (o)
B /CU “to sell” (C: = ;\;;) R2=¢ ‘)}'\J () o () f_\-’ ()
€ Ol “to fear (G5 = Iy Ra= 5 | 15 (o) |36 ()| BB (59)

Consequently, in these forms it is not clear in unpointed typeface whether it is a
verb R, = s or a verb R, = s . It is possible to discern the group the respective
verb belongs to from the imperfect tense. Ri has the short vowel u or i in the perfect
tense in verbs with R2 = ¢ or 5 if R3 is not followed by a vowel:

C B A
o Cx O )
o C B (sl
s o L (Lh
o o~ oy )
-t o - ()
e L B ()
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Hollow Verbs 39

Accordingly, the verbs which belong to group A have the short vowel u, the verbs
which belong to groups B and C have the short vowel i .

The same rules apply to the dual forms. Since they are relatively rare in use, they
are not expressly mentioned here. They are listed in full in the respective table.

THE IMPERFECT TENSE OF HOLLOW VERBS R2 = § OR ($

TheVerbs with R2 = 9 or ¢ have the long vowel @ in the imperfect tense if they
belong to group A, and the long vowel 7 if they belong to group B. Verbs
belonging to group C have the long vowel @, when a vowel follows R3.
Examples with the model verbs:

A pB 10 getup” (¢35 = J®) Ra= 4 A (A B ()] poE ()
BFU “losell” (5 = J55) Ro=s & (A & () D
C OB “to fear” (O s = ;}x-;) R2= 4 O (%) SIS, (™) Ol (»®)

Verbs with R2 = (s, e.g. Je (Jnf) J& “t0 obtain”, have the same forms as well.
R1 has the short vowel u in the” imperfect tense of verbs with R2 = 9 or (s if they
belong to group A, the short vowel i if they belong to group B, and the short
vowel a if they belong to group C, when R3 is vowelless.

Examples with the model verbs:

C B A
i o g )
i S L o

SUBJUNCTIVE AND JUSSIVE OF HOLLOW VERBS R2= 9 OR ($

The subjunctive and the jussive of the defective verbs are formed according to
the principles of the strong verbs. It is often difficult to find out which root the
respective form is based on. The typeface does not E)rovid}e any information
whether the last consonant is R2 ( &3 = é'-b Yor R3 ( %\5 = r-m/ ).

IMPERATIVE OF HOLLOW VERBS R2= § OR (S

The imperative is formed according to the principles of the strong verbs. The
jussive is the form the imperative is derived from. (&= Tables 28 - 33)

DERIVED FORMS OF HOLLOW VERBS R2 = § OR (S

The derived forms of the verbs R2 with 3 or ¢ have the same characteristics as
the derived forms of the strong verbs. Apparent peculiarities only arise from the
fact that 9 or s appear as consonants in some forms and as vowels in others. The

latter are contracted in some jussive and imperative forms, and therefore, do not



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.004
https://www.cambridge.org/core

40 Hollow Verbs

appear in the typeface any more. /Cb 465 and 2> are employed as model verbs
in the derived forms as well. They serve the purpose of representing the
respective pattern, without actually being really in use in each individual form.
Thus e.g. 6\5 only occurs in Forms I - IV and X, but not in Forms V - IX.

Forms II and III of verbs R2 = s or (s are formed like those of the strong verbs,
because 3 and (s are regarded as full consonants here. R1 is followed by a vowel
in Form IV. In Form 1V, the verbs R2 = 5 or s have the same forms. Therefore,
we give only one model verb here.

Form II
perfect tense: gj (pronounced: gawwamay) é}a
. ER3) . EE
imperfect tense: & (pronounced: yugawwimu) g
imperative: Ci (pronounced: gawwim) és
Form III
perfect tense: e ol
imperfect tense: JC/ " é jLa.:}
imperative: Cb ('- /JL;
Form IV
perfect tense: %‘U‘
2" p.sg.m. oW
3 2
imperfect tense indicative: =
o L
imperfect tense jussive: =
imperative: ;vj‘

Most imperfect tenses of Form II (R2 = ) and IV (R2 = 3 or () cannot be
differentiated without auxiliary signs. The same is the case regarding Form I and
II of the verbs R2 = 3.

Form V
perfect tense /C:’ %}-4-:
. 3 Gorrr 38 oo
imperfect tense s ¢

9 and s are full consonants as is the case with Forms Il and III.
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Hollow Verbs 41

Form VI |
perfect tense C:L/" o\
imperfect tense ’CXL:: é’)u_;’

9 and (s are full consonants as is the case with Forms II and IIL.
Form VII

perfect tense %L:U‘
imperfect indicative é\—:w/
imperfect jussive (v—:h;
imperative p-;-’s/
Form VIII
perfect tense (L}\
imperfect indicative ébu
imperfect jussive p—/w/
imperative (v—:ﬁ‘
Form X )
perfect tense E‘\-;-/«W‘
imperfect indicative ;—»faw
imperfect jussive ("&‘“':
imperative (,_5;,0\

As is the case in Form IV, the verbs R2 = 3 or & also have the same forms in
Forms VII, VIII and X. Therefore, only 6@ is used as a model verb here as well.
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Table 28 : HOLLOW VERBS R2 = ) : FORMI (8 9\ ) 21 [
PNGO) PSS N

Hollow Verbs

z

f)

e

\
t

=

P&

;-xé

Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
2 / 2 N 2 L2

Bl

2
2

("3'?
| e | E | BE ] ()
N R R R el R
bd | | o | ef | ef | e | e D
W e Sl ol S IR e
SHE | 1 A | R | 0 | | 6
S| e GE | SE | S| G| A
| ] W | S | oE | ] )

| s B R | AR | eS| ()
oL | U Gt | Ui DU | LB | (U
OLE | s Ui | Ui oL | GG | (L
SLE | Ul U | U | U, | ol,s | LA | (Ll

Table 29 : HOLLOW VERBS R2= 3 (3B) : FORMS I - X (53151 O3 Y1 Jadli)

z

Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive Subjunctive | Indicative
rA 0 0 £ £ SR
O | s | B | ol £\ e | B |
3 7a .2 o £ o 3 P s . E
rl o= o - 2 - B
AR | R | A | A r A2 A | 8|V

VI

VII

VIII
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Table 30 : HOLLOW VERBS Rz = & (§ U) : FORM I ((JW! Qg adl)

Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect | Imperative Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Jussive Subjunctive | Indicative
2 -2 - o - - - Bl - - - - 8
- & = 55 G2 | &Y O
(Sl Wi & & S Bl
22 - ° z <z 2oz .0 ook
¢ = | ¢ & & & | &)
- ] P P . P o of
2 3 o £ . £ H PR £
g ul Y ! & & Cxo | (G
s s 3 - ; P ;/ . ~ ; - °
Ol | .

¥
IHEAY:

C\
k%
£
§
-
3
3
C
t
k
L

\
N
[
[N
3%
\
\
\
\
N
\
\
o
e
[N
3
.
"

\
M

N
6_\

\

.

BEEREARN:
o
ENENENENE:
3
5
%

el
oll? ol VS PV

Table 31 : HOLLOW VERBS R2= (& (§ U) : FORMS II - X (S Br¥1 Jadll)

Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive Subjunctive | Indicative

2 G.8 P o ¥ P o Y8

‘o

‘t
@
g
KR
i
ER
@

(0
e
e
‘e
(e
£
° \Q
e
- |-
(]
L\

e
£
‘T
Q——
s
¥
‘1
o
C'\

S
B0
N
N
S
\
N

e
°
®
N
N
°
®
N
N
N
\
®
N
N
N
-
®
N
N
N
\
R
N
N

&b &oe (_J\» c\w o @L.Se/ @QJ VI

2 [ @ | & [ 8 [e8 [e9 |w
- ey &y Ao ! e FE | VI

C\‘\J
i | il | a " e e | g | X



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.004
https://www.cambridge.org/core

44 Hollow Verbs

PR 2 PR I * ° .o;
Table 32 : HOLLOW VERBS R2= § (S5): FORMI ($3' ¢! S Y1 Jadl)
Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive | Subjunctive | Indicative
Oy Lt Uiy | Ol Obg | OB | (G
s Cat Casd ] oS CTES )
S s i S ] S G (&JT)

Lol i NEE R IFEN eS| cas | (Sl

2 ° o . £ PR Lo £ ° £
O i L] O Ol | Cax | (6
- = ’ ; 7 » <

c
.
3

o
N
o Lo .

. f
. N . A

o

o

o

°
-
\

n
\
°
-

.
N
3
%
3
%.
f.
%.
g‘ \
%
.
g

\
\
o
®
-
\
\
\
\
\
N
\
\
\
\
®u
e
®

t

.8
N

s | OB OBS | bas | (=)
e

Ol 0Ly

RE BB | LGS | OB | B | (L

3
3

OB H i R 0B | L | (L3

z

Table 33 : HOLLOW VERBS R2= 3 (Q5) : FORMS II-X ($ 31 1 &1 Jadll)

Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive Subjunctive | Indicative

LG 8 P o . ¥ o .¥. 3 PR 2.2 3 B

Oy gy Loy Y oy Oy Yy 1

L)/)L;u) :-)j}; L})\;- L}J\;u} L)j\.;Lj :}j\;;; L)/)L;— 111
. H o £ ° 3 P ] PR

d\?L; e as) Ay ;,a.?:; :,a._;u ol v

2 .G o2 PR 2 o L&, - ° .ﬁ,':/ s G ot EEN 2 [t PR

Oy | Gl | s | Lk Oy Oy | GG | v
Ao 0 B - ° s ° -0 ° 0 - L 2. 0 - s . 0

Sy ey s fozy Ol sy oLl | VI
i) - :o 2 - 30 ° -0 I LI . :e : - :n - 2 0 - :—} - :e ‘ X



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.004
https://www.cambridge.org/core

Defective Verbs 45
DEFECTIVE VERBS R3 = 3 OR S (231 Jadll)
PERFECT TENSE
R3 is omitted in the 3" p.sg. f. (groups D and E).
Examples with the model verbs:
D &3 “1o invite” (563 = Ja¥) R3 = 4 L3 () L3 (52)
E e “to walk” (/“s“"““/& o= J;é) R3=¢ JEINS (;;A) o » (»)
F Lsd “to meet” (&5‘4.3 = J=) Ri=( ea (;sfa) ;543 (}JA)

s which represents R3 has the phonetic value @ when identified in the verbs of
group E (model verb u-we) Alif magsiira in words like 6@..4;5\ and d}fwi
becomes visible as A/if (V) if an affixed pronoun is added to these words: ;Lg_u,

“his café”, 5 7 “you see me”.

All other forms are characterized by a diphthong after R2 in verbs belonging to
groups D and E, and by a long vowel after R2 in verbs of the group F. This

produces the following paradigm:

F E D
g s 5 (%)
o] o 25 ()
] O e )
i) Y S 3
O] L e )
& e 5 )
il e Ry )
- 2 i 2
] g s i)
il L U85 (5>9)
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IMPERFECT TENSE

Defective Verbs

In the imperfect tense R2 has the long vowel @ in verbs with R3 = 5 or (s if they
belong to group D, the long vowel 7 if they are verbs of group E and the long
vowel @ (Alif magsira) if they belong to group F.

Examples with the model verbs:

D G5 toinvite” (55 - Jay Ra= 5| SN ()| S () SN GH)
E s “to walk” (;5:;; = HR3=¢ L;fv: (i}":) gsf‘““f (;sf’) L}j;““: (5

F Zgj “to meet” (= ;La.; ) R3=¢

()

A ()

S GR

Occasionally, we find verbs in group E, model verb u‘:j“:’: which are inflected in
the imperfect tense like the verbs in group F, model verb 525, e.g. LS;M “to

endeavour, to strive” L;Lw cuxm.: etc. (&= Table 42)

The forms which have a suffix are characterized by a long vowel following R2 if
the respective verb belongs to the groups D and E, and by a diphthong following

R2 in the verbs which belong to group F.

F E D

& B i |
Thus the following conjugational paradigms ensue

F E D
A S 4 (»)
A S #0 ()
A S #13 &
= = | e
643\ W‘ S50 h
g e oy =
g It 05 *)
L g 05 2
A e #U ()



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.004
https://www.cambridge.org/core

Defective Verbs 47

DERIVED FORMS OF DEFECTIVE VERBS R3 = 3 OR (uaa\..!\ Juﬂ )

The derived forms of verbs R3 = s or (s are the same, therefore we give only one
model verb for the individual forms.

Form II
perfect tense: A
¥
imperfect tense indicative: Gﬂﬁ
imperfect tense jussive: i}lj
imperative: &
Form III
perfect tense: Y
imperfect tense indicative: (593’\:
imperfect tense jussive: 3
imperative: Y
Form IV
perfect tense: u‘““

imperfect tense indicative:

\ 1
o
A

S

imperfect tense jussive:

\
1
t

o

imperative: (_,J

=\

Forms II, 1II and IV of the verbs R3 = 3 or s are conjugated like Form I of the
model verb st« The imperfect tense of Forms II and IV can neither be
differentiated from each other nor from Form I (R3 = ¢, in some forms also R3 = 3)
without auxiliary signs.

Form V

perfect tense

imperfect tense indicative

Y EY

\ \ 18
3\ RER \
ELEAEN EEAN EAN

imperfect tense subjunctive

(% ®
K
3\
KN

imperfect tense jussive
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Defective Verbs

Form VI
perfect tense u‘;y\;
imperfect tense indicative U-;SL’/
imperfect tense subjunctive u-;g/w/
imperfect tense jussive dsu

The verbs R3 = 3 or (s are conjugated in the perfect tense of Forms V and VI like
the model verb u"’“:’a and in the imperfect tense like Form I of the model verb ;-45

Form VII

perfect tense

imperfect indicative

imperfect jussive

imperative

Form VIII

perfect tense

imperfect indicative

imperfect jussive S
imperative il
Form X

perfect tense

imperfect indicative

imperfect jussive

imperative

Forms VII, VIII and X of these verbs are conjugated like Form I of the model verb u‘““"‘ .

The following tables provide a full survey of all forms.
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P 2 - O * o .°£
Table 34 : DEFECTIVE VERBS R3 = § (&3): FORM I (23! Jadl)
Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive Subjunctive | Indicative
S| S R
a | e b | g B
S e | op | o | S| ees | e
;J,:cJ: Cusd 693\ u_; § Nt el P (uf)
Lo 2 2 - J/ef /:DE ;ci ; o //f
&) Casd C;\ gy ey e Gh
0w 43 Py |2 RSP H PR RN
LN | D N P v T N )
0N | e | 43 | o5 |22 0% | s | (D)
e I T I T B P I R )
ol es 1y N 0N | ES | (LR
R Eed Ve Ve Oy Bes | (G
Ol | Uies V23l Py V25 O | W | (L)
Table 35 : DEFECTIVE VERBSR3 = § (1£3) : FORMSII - X
Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive | Subjunctive Indicative
SN | # £3 Py e e S5
S EIE & C.\j gy Y s 11
SN e i;f ¢ e SN Y
PRt I ¢ 1 £l S Rty S| VI
S| s & ] g S S| VI
FX | e g3 X S S S| v
FUL | S| gt s | oenig | il | e X
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Defective Verbs

Table 36 : DEFECTIVE VERBSR3 = (§ (_si?) : FORM I (L2331 Jadli)

Passive

Active

Imperfect

Perfect

Imperfect

Perfect

Indicative

Imperative

Subjunctive

Indicative

S| Sl | P I
= e [ [ o
e [ [ ] o | o ] o
o et [ [t ] o | o [ [ o
.ot ) s of . of of 3 oo . £
= Cdicn el el el Copiin (W
Oy |k RN | RN oS | R |
ES e e B I > N RO B
Y S I P PV SO B e e

Table 37 : DEFECTIVE VERBS R3= (§ (<) : FORMS IT - X

Passive

Active

Imperfect

Perfect

Imperfect

Perfect

Indicative

Imperative

Subjunctive

Indicative

S E e ] A | A |
ol N T PR S| sl | m
A A A | [ A
s | o ‘.-z ‘o g 5 -

VI

B 5 E H ,:.’ \/ /; 3 ! /:.’ : -/; B \/ VH
e ’“ ;f"\ L)"“‘:‘;‘ . 20 : cL : . . 20 : X VIII
R 5 / /:. w ) ¢ P \/ : e : ’“ /:. z : ] /:. Lo P \’ X
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Defective Verbs

Table 38 : DEFECTIVE VERBS R3 = & (&) : FORM I ((@3U1 Jadll)

51

Passive

Active

Imperfect

Perfect

Imperfect

Perfect

Indicative

Imperative

Jussive

Subjunctive

Indicative

ik ik (™)
il 5 )
S J = &

h

w \ o
3 1 i TR IO
Ve Nh: R ke -
- - - ~

)

-
o

Ry Oyl S

™

N ° - _
P
. B
Che [ R B
e e A

o

° N \ °
N - % % i T N AN
L
s N ™ 3 3 F SR KN N
Ve AN N ST A S A T A Y \
\ Ay N\ \ \

(=

®
e

©
e

(*)

()

(Ur)

(L)

\ .
1 N BN .
1 HSN A 3 N
' \ B : N R
N B - - - 1
o

i

-

N _ N — o e
° \ \ AN
1 \ 1 \ 1 \ \ \
e R G + i B
E; E,\, g; %‘—o AN k%_x‘ A \Eix‘ LI 2 o o
. ° ° pmtt T T f
~ ~°| = . o 2o B < = N < .

N — N — o
] \ T \ 1 \ N ° ° 3 ° ° i
2N 1 1\ AN AN AN AN AN N N i\ 1N .
° ° o ° ‘o ° ° o o o o °
n 0 FLEN “ ™ " Heny [N —w\ n n n [LEN

oAk

\ B
RN A
A :
E 01 s
' * g A g N g Ve
Vb N \ \ N
N

(L2

Table 39 : DEFECTIVE VERBS R3 = ($ (;55-5) : FORMS IT - X

Passive

Active

Imperfect

Perfect

Imperfect

Indicative

Imperative

Jussive

Subjunctive

Indicative

LT E & A
I B B e B S|
oL | b | o R

VII

VI

\ AN
* N AN
Jo. bo | G
LY RS \
©° o .o
3 AN 3 \ I\
F{AN LGN

\
f
o A 5 N o \
N S N p
ovk: ke N YN
oy T\ \ \
© o T o TR SO0
O LA REN FLSN
LN

f
N f

Vhe | ; G, : G

o |\ T \ 1 \ YN . \ i

1y 1\ \ \ ° g\

N ° T o i\ s

enn U REN PN o Oy

HISEN
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Table 40 : QUADRILITERAL VERBS: 7 >3 ¢ > % olby (U Jad)

Quadriliteral Verbs

Passive Active
Imperfect Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Imperative Jussive Subjunctive | Indicative
A2 o0 48 s o0 2 o - 8 o - & o - 2 s 0 -

T

c

T

g~

E /2 o o X ° o - ° D’f - p/:‘ 2 o/:l /.‘o/n/ /”.‘
Sl Rt I Pt el IR il ol B
T FSE I B PRI I P
CF:\ g:,..>.-/J>-J C}>~>\ CJ,>~.>\ Cf-s\ g:,;.-j>-> Ul
3.0 .2 ER 3 o .3 2 o .8 T3 o .2 2o .

O;}FV\J

\)_7_-]>->

3 .0 o8| 0% o s 3 o . 3 o .8 ERAY T8 o s o Jo so - W
L)j>~)>-.)q v.:>—/}>-.> ‘)z-j>-> \)9,-)_>- \jp,-/j>-.l_| u}”/}"‘b = D ‘,_,u\
o o 3 o ) PR s o .3 o o -

2 o0 -2

g

L>~I>~.3

P

T

I1

. o 0 -2

}/a//g /-.a 0}3
Cj>- k_,\->.-J,>-J\.:
J/b/:ﬁ. 2 o oJ.,_l
C)}Ju\ o -

2 o o0 -~

2 o0 8

2 0 .

\jz-f—.ﬂ

B e I

2 o0 o~

‘)z-j>-..b

oS o0 - .

—

3 co o8

cr~

o 0 o2

L;>.)>~JJ

olLl

I\Y%

Labl | fals | fels | ek sl
DT | Sl | A [est ] i

ks |k | ook | UL | e

3. 3.0 I ae L | esse r
Eousll Bt oundl B ouadll Batousdll Hustustl M

8.9
SHIN

The consecution of the vowels of the quadriliteral verbs in Forms I, I and IV is
the same as in Forms II, V, VIII of the triliteral verb. The jussive has also a long

form: ";Uky etc.
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- - E o oz
Table 41 : DOUBLY WEAK VERBS: sir (o8 20 Jaaodl fadll)

Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive Subjunctive | Indicative
° . i’ . 4 . - .5
Sl B ol M ol Ml B
° / - P 2 P o - P
£ s 9L5/>u gl (L}‘?)
o o - 2 o z
‘Lsz-* ‘Ls>u" g.u.zd 9L5>'d s (C,..:\)
Gt | s | e | e | S | (29))
° £ - £ 4 £ 2 ° £
;o) e ) s ) co | (L)
. 2o 2o - 5 o 3
Not in use | ats | e O 4o Jyiee ™)
P PR P . ° & s
3 C E P e 1of
L R R
. o . o p . ° p . o : % fz & :’?E
Ojf’-* . sf. . :/2 . /2 . />‘ (u““)
o . - . 2 . ./n so o
| e | e | O
Loy Loy Oy | 1 | (L)
Lf.:zuf L%.:>J de.:}u: G (L;J)Zs)
L‘..:z-* Li.:>;§ \j:_\}d/ OL‘\:\>J L:;..fi}— (\.:o.éji)
* All these imperatives are practically not used. Native speakers prefer:
J& o
S o
; & sof ’c of
VP A

active participle:

passive participle:

infinitive :
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Doubly Weak Verbs

Table 42 : DOUBLY WEAK VERBS: S|y (0 et J5aod fadl

Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative Jussive Subjunctive Indicative
Py .2 P . . £ -2
S &) S 2 S s | (™
) o o4 -z o2 .z o £ P
Sro| S S5 S5 <L (&
-3 P o .z .2 -2 Py . of
Sy ey | ot g <5 R RICeD)
oo 8 X o - o -2 o -2 ooy _.of/ ”95
S| S | U S5 S5 Sy | =l (&)
Py 3 o8 J£ L J£ 5 ok £
EE I I <) s ) SRR CY)
To .8 o 23 o - o .- ey ofz o 3
O | s 92 52 O | B e
~or 2 0 3 P P oo s o of. & 2
SR | U A I TN UG
o2 o o4 ° o -z Iy ooy o sof. fgf
Qor | o= V5, 5, % Sy | =l | (D
Yy G o 3 Y ooy P .oz @ foz/ @ f?E
S S N NG T BT S CT AN G PR
-3 o s s P . '/of/ 3o -
sFo| W , S5 Sy L ()
0 | W) Ux Gz O | D (B
oi | e IR
of ez | we [ | w | e [ |ah
* All these imperatives are practically not used. Native speakers prefer:
b 4 o
Y of
S|
| .; s | @ 39? //o 39?
PP e

3 s .
active participle: 6?/‘)\ / fb
passive participle: :;;‘
infinitive : 44)3 / Z‘SU
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Z - 3 o 2 o,
Table 43 : DOUBLY WEAK VERBS: &) (o 2o Joaed! Jadl))

55

Passive Active
Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive Subjunctive Indicative
o0 3 - “{ g . }U > :‘5 P
e & = e & <G
o 3 o 2 2. -2 2. o £ -
Py . # | notused* s I g I Y
Ls.:}f.: C | (&} e e | (C»J\)
- oz 3 £ 2. 2. 2. o f of
20 2 -] g z

b - /)

< £ 28
6:)\ ol
- P

%

‘e,

2

- o:o;)‘ /_ £

Bt o)

/. ° :o‘: ° :ﬂ “E'

- o:a‘} & :w“ﬁ‘

SEF |

2

o2 -

¥ L)
0 R

e

iE\
\ 3

\
\
il 2Ny

{z
s
\ 1

\
o
e

:
s
\ :

xCL
N

\

-
.

2 2 Y (=)
Y Y Y CoF | s
o ot G| A (e
.’.“E.f :‘2: “ 3_‘25 ° :lo:f :‘95
B 50 050 ey e
e G N A BC D
£ -k 2 of PR
: < & I C))
" " " K AN

\
x{ \ XE \ ET RN (}
\ 3 \ s \ 3

o o o P

£ £ . £ //T .
.-

o o P

2. 2. L8 o S0 f . s

active partic

iple:

passive participle:

infinitive :
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Doubly Weak Verbs

Table 44 : DOUBLY WEAK VERBS: (23 (o o Jaed! Jadlhy

Passive Active

Imperfect | Perfect Imperfect Perfect
Indicative Imperative | Jussive Subjunctive Indicative

Sr | & - S E RN
PT RO«y i g RO TR
SE e ] W o~ o S Es @
R IR T A R U
o | & N R B BV B STy e
Sy | 1) | | o | | 6h
ph e | s | | s | o B 6
S5 | 5 S S A )
WGy | B o} o3 oy | G | (Gh
oG | s s W oL | B, | (G
e e A Y = A Ty

active participle:

passive participle:

e

¥ Lo ~

&

infinitive :

EI

9U;
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NOUNS (st0)

P o £ 2 .o, 8¢ ° £
PRIMARY (b)) o o¥1) AND DERIVED NOUNS (3! oY)

The noun (;-:«\) is besides the verbs (J;é) and the particles (U;;-) one of the three

classes of words according to traditional Arabic grammar. Arabic has basically

two types of nouns: Primary and derived nouns.

Primary nouns are nouns which are not derived from verbs, e.g.:

P

tiger man J} )
-»‘E/o

rabbit woman ol ,a)

In Arabic grammars primary nouns are subdivided as follows:

Table 45: PRIMARY NOUNS (+>! (:»'ﬁf)

Infinitives of Form I (&= Infinitives)

i;;&n il %5l

Infinitives of the derived Forms (&= Infinitives)

Infinitives starting with Mim (<&~ Infinitives)

3 ) DS\ 3/0 /QT/

“artificial” infinitives (&~ Feminine Nisha)

el [

Nouns denoting a single action (&~ Accusative)

A

Nouns denoting circumstances of an action (&~ Accusative)

£ | g ol

Derived nouns are subdivided as follows:

Table 46: DERIVED NOUNS (3ol ’Pi»‘ﬁ)

& Active Participle

J;LZS’\ (L‘;s

&~ Passive Participle

A

&= Nouns of Intensity

o) o)

&= Adjectives

&= Elative

&= Nouns of Place and Time

&= Nouns of Instruments and Vessels

Sy A -
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Infinitives

All the other nouns are derived from verbs or other nouns and may have the
following structural patterns:

entering J );-3 :3 ji; spending boj:p :};;
ease :d/ j.;f» :J j;; mercy FVey :Le
cough :J\;:w BL;; quest t,ﬁa :};;
bran, waste :JL;J : :J/l;;: generosity :Q;/f :f///
spy zr’}:’b- J)PU memory j:f'; 3:-3
omnipotence & j;} 3 jt;» writing :;5 :.Lw
collaborator :\_AL 3.:3 camels :}A 3.«3
heartbeat :Lw oD graduate u; 3::'3
story :ijb-\} ﬂj;;e\} bigness 35 :};-’
bolting (horse) EY o Zﬂ;s thank % :}a;
writing :'\';Cf;j\.;.e pleasure ;.a./:; ;\J/.x;
density :;L::( 3G man z};) :};;
going i)\.:m 3\” hedgehog l;-; . :}L—:
chick-pea 1,4:»:- :):e bishop g,ajw\‘ : :};3\}
box d):\x& : zbix; scarab ;LM:L;- : ;3’\.1;2
INFINITIVES ( )wf

The infinitive (verbal noun) is one of the two nominal forms of the Arabic verb.

The Form

In Form I, there are more than 40 patterns of the infinitive, of which one or
several can belong to a verb. The two infinitives which occur most frequently are:

PE e PR e e el el (J”)J”
Jpeh e s czwmf:mjw@upa;:@/@dﬁ

The derived Forms have only one infinitive with few exceptions.
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Table 47: PATTERNS OF THE INFINITIVE (SOUND VERBS)

11 11 1\ \ VI VIl VI IX X

o | Ol [ | Oy | B | B | e | Jud | Do | J6i

- - - - - - - .-

The quadriliteral verbs have the following infinitives:

1(q) 11 (q)
I [ alles ¢ Ui & asf
translation A-;-;-J; rolling Zt}-/ ]
earthquake J% fall, decline il

The initial Hamza of the Forms VII, VIII, IX and X is a Hamzat wasl of Form IV
a Hamzat qat’. In Form III, AJ&LU occurs more frequently than Jw If both

infinitives are in use, they almost always differ in meaning:

fight (for) &uf struggle %_‘/rp
fighting (against) 4;@\_{; wrestling ‘\-/“;L:Ai

There are some peculiarities with regard to the infinitives of the defective verbs:

Verbs R1 = 3 or ¢ : Forms IV and X :5 - J«ﬂj‘ ‘J‘ ‘ “ y}w‘

have the long vowel 7 (R1= <9 ): g

Verbs R2 = 5 or ¢ : Forms IV and X WGl @ %LB\ ‘l;u_:;‘ “ %u_:w\
have a final 7a” marbiita P

Verbs R3 = 3 or ¢ : Forms IV, VII, JWl) @ dau ¢ ;UJ\ = U.GJ\
VIII and X have a final Hamza: : e D e ;\.B;j\ - u“hj\
Forms II and III: Y @ Y il e &
Forms V and VI: uj)’\iﬂ [3Y SN c@ﬂ\/i,b G b

The following table provides a full survey of all infinitives.
Table 48: PATTERNS OF THE INFINITIVE (ALL VERBS, FORMS II - X)

Rs 9 Rz 9 R2 & R2 9 Ri & Ri 9 fa'ala

1:/ ° LN ° z ® oz 2 i: 2 oz “ ez * D_: II
S| R | & | B | o | s | R
d.oa 2. o8 Yo s PR s B s T s

2 o 2
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(B3| G| oaRy | wl | S | JGa | Jwy [
¢ O & P 5o o J.p 5 Jxm" A"
sledl | Ol | B U | AL JES | v
o3 | DL | P | | JU | Js | v
A | Bl | 2l | B | S | e | JeE | X
Rs ¢ Rz ¢ Ri ¢ R2=R3 Rs ¢S Rs S
o c/ R o 1&. g/ " o . J/ o/ aﬁ/ o .
s N R T A I e
3 ie s 35 5o 5l sBol | szl -
N Je K| Woa <) Ve
al‘ ?. ﬂ_a 1.1/ 5 o v’io ﬂ/;n IV
el 3| JL) s Dl s L) elivs]
wd, e 8, wdo . ke ey
34 J e o S b o v
R J50s J&T TGS 553)6 uNLM VI
e\ &) Jed) S L) eS|
el 53 Jll b B didl | eS| v
A | T | 3G | AR | el | i | X

Other rare patterns of the infinitive are the following:

to be deep black (GJJA:—\) A :(;};};j\) JSs)

disappearance (}w\) JW‘ (31;9‘) 3;)\:'3\
to become poor (:'Jiim:u:) ::{M:u/ : (:}MA;) :-I;M;
to behave like a devil (u)/a-n:w) :;52»;0/ : (J;;) :};-‘U/
to dominate (/,L?—;) :jﬂ;w : (:};-;;) ﬁ*«-’
to walk fast (:d},:zs) :J/}JA : (;j}x;) :j}&;
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decline O30 V% (U S
to go away (Ca..fe\) CL@}\ (/p_:.a/ D\) J)an\

Another rare pattern of the infinitive is the so-called ‘_5«?«.3\ )w\ which does

not differ in meaning from the regular infinitive:

o

place where s.th. falls down %y : J;/ua;

sight ja.a J;u.;

The feminine Nisha, also called ;&Lfah BMT , is another type of a derived

noun forming numerous abstract nouns:

He is a supporter of nationalism. ‘*"“J“‘M )“:'”j J" >
He defends the continuity of teaching. 'uﬁ)ﬁ‘ ‘GJ\/JD“M"\ J° C’U’
He bears the responsibility for this resolution. - \f‘d 13 u’ ﬁj,):”‘:’*s J:‘;‘:
He lost his credibility. “‘:f‘w g+
He knows the attractiveness of the fair. u” J"‘J\ “"i"\" JJ’”
He spoke about the readiness of the army. u‘“’“s \ f‘gf“L; u; o

PLURAL OF THE INFINITIVES

The infinitives of Form I have various plural forms. The infinitives of Form 11
have cither the sound feminine plural ( <\_ ) or the broken plural J—&\Jv The
infinitives of Forms IIT - X have the sound feminine plural (u‘_) Form IV
occasionally has the broken plural Jéb‘.

THE USE

The infinitive combines the verbal meaning with the formal characteristics of the
noun. Its nominal structure also determines its syntactic use as a subject, an object
and a predicate complement. It can take on all cases and can take suffixes and
attributive adjuncts.

1. Most infinitives are lexicalized as nouns, i.e. they do not only express the

verbal action as an event, but also have an individual meaning comprehensible, in
the sense of the result of this event:

Nty “(the) denying” and “lie” (with the plural :J-Lﬁ),

5 “(the) asking” and “question” (with the plural A1),
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The infinitive is lexicalized in these cases like the Nomen vicis (Bi;j\ (}»jw\,
infinitive + Ta' marbiita), which denotes the single execution of the verbal action
expressed by the infinitive: ?b,:;b (single beating) = “blow” (<;)/j:.’a “to beat”,
L)Jjﬁj\/ “the beating”).

2. The infinitive can take the place of a subordinate clause. An cin/ﬁniti\a/e/

construction can replace the objective or nominal clause introduced by O and O

as well as adverbial clauses.

a) Objective clause: Infinitive instead of Ol + verb

o

He can do this job. J.u.ﬂ s G &Jawf J.UJ\ i J.>u \/CJ:.;.J

b) Nominative clause: Infinitive instead of uS + verb

It is possible for him to A R D G LA B R Y DA O
e 1a G0 GG = L e s T of 4S5
do this job. < T T . .

¢) Adverbial clauses: Preposition + infinitive instead of conjunction + verb

a);}i

[ will visit him before he returns/his o ol 38 sk Tlon s ass

s 0 -

b) A

He visited me after he had returned / <o
: o — 3k of v
after his return. 4”3)‘9 Ls’) J .2 d Ls’) J

2

-y
c).);ua

He has visited me twice since oo toxop . ce S Etes el o
. . A e L S iy = ale O e -5 I
he returned / since his return. v oF St (I Pt (5

d) >

He stayed until the event ended/ ., . T TR R e
until the end of the event. " ! 9L€'f\ T Ali) %\ CagN T

e)EJ

He came in order to study  .--- v PP R
Avabic );J\ A.x.U\ i .:\_S s = m/j’d\ =) d-')-)\% .

3. The infinitive has the same power of governing a case that the verb has. It can
take an object dependent on a preposition analog to the government of the
respective verb.

—wn

3 0 g
the welcoming of the guests J ;..,a.l\.’ =

i

the answering of the questions ALAAJ\ GL; L>-§;]
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the need for drinks ng“; Al k;‘ ’CL;AJT
the expression of one’s views 9\)3“ J" ;M., w\/

In general, the accusative object of a transitive verb will not be employed as a
direct object related to an infinitive, but is connected with a genitive.

to study the Arabic language A:J/,;J\ A;D\ U,QS
the study of the Arabic language ALJ;J\ cu.i*\ ?}x;\;.s
to do the jobs ;j\;.;%}\ ;,;u\/
the doing of the jobs JL;-"/Y\ 3(’”’

Formally, the 2" term of the genitive construction takes the genitive, but it is the
logical object of the infinitive.

There are also cases, however, in which the infinitive of a transitive verb takes on
an accusative object. This type of construction occurs when the infinitive is
already in the construct state and adding the object to the infinitive as the 2" term
of a genitive construction is not possible:

lit.: their studying of the Arabic language = their 24 Exﬁ!\ e
study of the Arabic language, (the circumstance, the A?ij’d g2
fact) that they study Arabic

The following sentence:
He asks before he writes the letter. .EJ\.;jﬁ LﬁKJ ol JJ JCa

can be transformed into an infinitive construction as follows:

He asks before (his) writing i~ *|j ..\ (5 5 G s 3 “
the letter. - JU/‘/’“’JJJ o )iuyd ;

4. Another method to nominalize a predicate is connecting the infinitive with

prepositional verbs. In these patterns, the actual predicate is rendered by the
infinitive.

6\5 + preposition < is the verb used most frequently in this connection:

Ahmad visited the capital city. o Aot 0

~ (lit.: Ahmad carried out a visit to the

capital city.) oW 5L S o
A Lebanese student has accompanied the - L,j LJUa T
. BTN ST
delegation. i M3
~ (lit.: A Leb. student has carried out the E b _)\9).5\ P TIRAL
accompanying of the delegation.) . P P P
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The periphrasis of the passive voice is a special variety of this usage of the
infinitive as a noun. The perfect or imperfect tense of ;-: / ;_J “to come about, to
be performed, to be accomplished, to take place, to happen”br & / 133 S o
occur, to come to pass, to take place, to happen” + infinitive is employed/instead

of the passive voice:

The papers were delivered yesterday. uwa\ iﬁ\;}\!\ o

~ (lit.: The delivery of the papers came about
yesterday, took place yesterday.) o

The project is considered quickly. Loed 4 se 8 cos

~ (lit.: The considering of the project is s ST s
done with speed / speedily.) SAE eri"‘*“ Anl s ¢ / =

However, it is to be observed in colloquial and written usage that ;_, is often used

in its masculine form although it is followed by a feminine noun:

o -

The project was / is studied. .CJ;L:J\ L)s ;,.J /

PARTICIPLES (_J$W) ;.L\): FORM, PLURAL, USE OF THE PARTICIPLE

The participle and the infinitive are the two nominal forms of the Arabic verb.
g o 3°. 0 s

Arabic has active participles (¢! ;.-w\) and passive participles (J sriell o)),

The participles are also used as nouns, some of them with a special meaning.
Form I:

passive participle active participle

”® -

J guin Jebs

Derived Forms 1I - X:

The active participle has the prefix mu- and the sequence of vowels a-i.

The passive participle has the prefix mu- and the sequence of vowels a-a.

The basic structure of the forms given in the perfect tense is preserved. The
sequence of vowels that follows the prefix is the same as is found in the imperfect
tense of the active or passive voice, except for the active participle of Forms V
and VI:

Table 49: ACTIVE AND PASSIVE PARTICIPLES (SOUND VERBS, FORMS I — X)

Form passive participle active participle
I J gmin Jebs

- £

Il i

p
27
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1 e J;u,,
Y% Jw ’
VIl et Jm
VI JMU Jm

The quadriliteral verbs form the following participles:

1(q)

11(q)

active

passive

active

passive

£

-
o &

-

N
0o 2

5]

-
o -2

-

»
“o 78

The feminine form takes the ending &— .

Without auxiliary signs it is not distinguishable in Forms II to X whether the
respective form is an active or a passive participle. Additional possibilities of
ambiguity arise from the participles of Forms II and IV appearing in the same
typeface. There are some peculiarities in the participles of the weak verbs. In the
following, we only mention some patterns of the participle of Form I where the

underlying pattern is not easily identifiable.

Form |

passive participle

active participle

Verbs R2= 3/

D | g | o5k

Gl | w6 [ 36

el o g s

i (e

Verbs R3 = Tose s wae ) /
? sy5da o soula def. eVl eIl
A W SY [ b
Verbs R3= . i’ z

def. U | L3

Forms Il up to X

Verbs R3= 9/

endings:
—at e\ ¢

z

-an  —

def. -ar ..l p-a —

i

endings:
-iya 4— ¢ -in -

defi— .. ¢ —..J

i

The following tables provide a full survey of all participles of the model verbs.
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Table 50 : ACTIVE PARTICIPLE (ALL VERBS, FORMS I - X)

Rs 9 R2 9 Rz (S Ra 9 Ri ¢ Ri 9 fa'ala
e | L | EG | 6 | el | ey | st I
2 . s 8% 3 # ¥ ¥ 2 w2 Ty s * e
A STV IV S | el | el | Je | om
o s s, 4 ,x/ 2 K] M - ) * 2 ¥
Gl ol IR <l I ol RSl IS sl Il W
Y . .3 RN S| RS w7 s 8w Lo Yy s A
s} s .o B EI3 w s u p3) * s Y s
Sl B sl Rl Rl sl ol I tatll B
E R A T Wis | v
Pl | e | pE | | S| e Ws | v
o 0 8 . o 3 4 o 3 w0 3 ® . Yoo e s
(o | S | e o s | i | X
Rs ¢ Rz ¢ Ri ¢ R>=R3 Rs Rs &
. - u L 3 - B
6 s i ‘L Y v I
w 27 RS ¥ .3 RPN ¥ - ER
Lo Jres A 5 BB s poos I
fo Lk gy sl g Sl o i 1
PO Yoo " o 3 s Rt Lo 2
Tl sl et BN Nl Nl M
s ¥ s ) w¥ . 3 EReS, g .o
e LA | | v | sk i |y
fs o SEES i SYE IR R
w Tos o oes ¥, 0s “os 03
= & s |
fo fah o i o i 224 |vi
s %o 3 Yo oo s Y%, s oo - °o s o0 8
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Participles

: PASSIVE PARTICIPLE (ALL VERBS, FORMS I - X)

67

Rs ¢(f) Rs R2 9 RS | RRy | Ri¢ Ri 9 |fa‘ala

il R R R P N I
HERVIN IRV R P M| R | | et | el |
W | B | DB | B | | S | et | e |1
i | | ops | g [ Fe  e  |
HANEAN IAGA R ML | R | L | e JeGE | i
il | AT | Lo | P | e | v
HAY P LB | PE | | L 2| S v

M. s 0 R R 0 R

Rs ¢ Rz ¢ Ri ¢ R>=R3 REES Rs ($

* el Yoae . *oa g ® So - 30 ¥ o~

sy J)}M 25 23 g;“b’ e I
%7 YE Ya . EF P f:’,w ]

\Iu J\Ma >t 5a g Q.aLo (o 11
- s Yo - <P z -3

Pae | Jeld G | SO sl I
f/"“J 5o s ‘“./. o 4 ¥, 2 7oy 2, 0 4

fm i:) *E, 3 " 3 f:} #G o 3 5_‘/:} g - -3

SR JL..M.A J e LS'QL'G V
I P R ] = Z-

£ .- v =R w2 e | 72 Z, o o 24

[B19:9) Jeliie &L e Sl ol VI
[ A YE os ¥ 01 Z<s Z 04

| e JUA e sk (onae VII
£ 0, Y Ee s Y. s doo0 5 Z.04 Z 0 8

Vs JEus SERH as gk X VIII
£° o s *Eo o s e P .0 s 700 3 Z 0 0 3
Vel | bl | bl | s ~ wA | X
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PLURAL OF THE PARTICIPLES
There are some regularities in the forming of the plural of the participles:

Form I: active participle / persons (often descriptions of occupations)

" s o
£ el Eif\;
" 08 ¢ e
. R
seller Z)),’UL z &U
driver, chauffeur ;) j.:u\:ﬂ z 3{@
exhibitor ;)):af\}' z :J,pg\:(«
student (f.) LLJU; C ::JLL
female worker e z :;J:f\.}«
merchant jl;J z j../z—\j
passenger LL?; z 1,5\/)
tourist EL& C &5/\:&
student L;A_L z i,J/Ua
worker 3\.1.)9 z 3.:\}«
seller (i) = ::cU z u/U
student :,ib z L,.J/Ua
Form I: active participle / non-persons

£ alst s
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duty, task L\.%—\} d L-f"/)
university L\;f\.;— d :x;,jt;-
Samily :)BL/L}« a ﬂ?:J/j/L}f
side 1,4/\);- z 1:./-1L/>~
stamp &\}L d édﬂ
circle :{‘}3 d 2;{‘3
capital city ;.:,a\)_/c z ?;;,/,afp
fruit(s) :\:{\}_; z :(@_/ﬂ;
list (i.i\j; z :.;.it;
Form I: passive participle / persons i _

f. N d i
responsible person, official (m.) :J)jj}w/e z Bj}w/a
responsible person, official (f) iv}!j}'@; a :J/j;m.;
Form I: passive participle / non-persons

m. ol o Ui | DN - U
drink SUgme z Oy
project, plan }C’)L:M;‘) b\_&j;z; a é);m;

Derived Forms:
The active or passive participles which denote persons have the sound masculine
or feminine plural.

teacher Z) jiJ;j d ;.l.:.: 11

official/officer/civil servant o j»"-l?/j»j‘ d La-b); 11
companion, attendant d }U\}: 'l 33‘}; 1

2 ¥ s w278

viewer/spectator/onlooker Z) e N P \Y
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o E—
woman teacher Sl T FIN P I
nurse uL:p;,;; z 4.:@:,;; 1
stewardess LM a w v

The active or passive participles which denote non-persons have the sound
feminine plural, regardless of whether they are used in the masculine or feminine
form in the singular.

alarm clock Ry z i 1
representative team Sl d L2 v

)

Some participles of Form IV have a broken plural as well, e.g. “problem” ng;
and ASCed with the plural Jf\.w: in addition to ISCik or j.:-k; “director”with
the plural 95331 in addition to C)J;:-Li.

THE USE OF THE PARTICIPLES

The participle combines the meaning of the verb with the formal properties of the
noun:

noun = subject, object and predicate complement and

adjective = attributive adjunct and predicate complement.

Most participles are lexicalized as adjectives or nouns, i.e. they are pure nouns
without any verbal characteristics. Some participles belong to both categories,
adjectives and nouns.

adjective: ,-;J\J,/ cold (active part., Form I)
ina:a acceptable (passive part., Form I)
noun: éUo stamp (active part., Form I)

Lab}; official/officer (passive part., Form II)
adjective and noun J«o\./; active; worker, factor (active part., Form I)
¢ 9~ legitimate; project (passive part., Form D)

Participles which are used as nouns do not lose their ability of being used as parti-
ciples in the strict sense of the meaning, which has been derived from the verb.
uUa* “student” can also mean “claimer/claimant; someone who claims
(So/mething)”.

Thi; extract is given o anybody who V-SLL J-Q | . }C/ 2 0 s

claims (it) (< to any claimer)”.
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Active and passive participles are frequently used in the Arabic language for
expressing so-called shortened relative clauses by taking a subject or an object
while being employed as attributive adjuncts related to nouns. Adjectives are

occasionally found in such constructions as well.
Rule:

If the antecedent is definite, the participle (or the adjective) also takes the article;
if it is indefinite, the participle (or the adjective) does not take an article either. If
the subject of the shortened relative clause is not identical with the antecedent, the
following rule of agreement applies: The participle (or adjective) agrees with the
antecedent in case and state and with the subject of the relative clause in gender
and number.

The direct object, when following the active participle, either takes on the
accusative (i.e. the verbal government is preserved) or is introduced by the
preposition J . If the verb governs an object by means of a preposition, this
prepositional goverment is also preserved with the participle.

Passive participles of verbs with a prepositional government accordingly do not
express the gender by the participle, but by the preposition + affixed pronoun:

the desired goods s & JryN| }C\:,a_fj\

This construction is analogous to the passive construction of verbs with a
prepositional government.

Active participle (the subject being the same):

the event, ending or having ended at 10 o’ clock \.,Ji 4.9LMJ\ - ”H ) S\
= the event which ends or ended at 10 o ’clock

The basis of the shortened form is a relative clause, Wthh is either

20 o

oﬂw\@usd;@xgsmgss or oﬂwsuw\d@@ | Al

As the participles per se do not express a tense in the Arabic language, it must be
decided from the context which temporal reference is given in particular cases.

Active participle (the subject not being the same):

LI . > . . . . . }/ o ® 4.:/ oz
lit.. .the delegation the visit of which is :{f)b)‘ 20 iujﬁ\
coming to an end or has come to an end

Tor i

Underlying relative clause: ~ 4,U) 4% il 253 ) s 63\5 )J

Passive participle (the subject being the same):

the books existing with me = the books a3
. .. . As 83 VJ\
which are or were existing with me Ls >

vn\

Underlying relative clause:  $%s i\>~; Qsj\ LKJ\ or gSJéP J\;-jj Sty :55\ L,KJ\

the desired goods = G o o
| sl
the goods which are desired - uﬁp f‘J C’

Underlying relative clause: led J I LGJ\ C\-ﬁj
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Passive participle (the subject not being the same):

the man whose books are sold if; f/ . °“ ‘s g f
or have been sold J" P
%Underlying relative clause: if:f é_ Ls‘_,\J\ J,_Jj; or 4“5 . LSJJ\ J"G)\

Participles as Nominal Predicate

The active and the passive participle may be a nominal predicate in the principal
clause. It is often difficult to differentiate whether the participle or whether the
corresponding verb should be used. Often both are interchangeable.

a)  He is walking in the street. A
) & f')u‘ S S 2
The verbal sentence with the same . 7
meaning is: -;)u“h 3 u““"’”’ (*) =
b)  She travels to London for a month. J@-«w 3 J.AJ oad ) s }w Ls'd’
The v‘erbe'll sentence with the same }@M ow ol }LN () =
meaning is:
c)  This letter was written a week ago. L
) ri 8 waymrxdu)mu
The v.erbe-ll sentence with the same CJM\ J” - .{ E_SLM,J.S\ odd =
meaning is: > - -

With respect to the verbs which indicate an event (&~ examples a-c), the
participle and the verb are interchangeable and are consequently to be regarded as
stylistic variants.

As to the verbs which indicate a state, the participle or an adjective derived from
the same verb is given preference, accordmgly

' The merchandise is (was) good. oJ-o- ‘\&Laj\ w\f instead of A-GLa.J\ uJb—

With regard to the verbs which indicate both an event and a state, e.g. (U
stand up” and “to stand”, J«l;- “to sit down” and “to sit”, 3, “to lie down to
rest/to go to bed, to abate/to subside” and “to lie”, the verb indicates the event,

the participle indicates the state; consequently:

He is standing. / He stands up. éj_m () / ;.)La jfa
He was standing. / He stood up. (\3 (52) / LB O
He is sleeping (just now). / He is falling asleep. é\.\; }2, / (LU y’i

The adjective and the participle (nearly exclusively the passive participle) also
serve the purpose of rendering impersonal expressions such as in the construction

R u" “it is ...“ at the beginning of the sentence.
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it is usual/customary/it is (a) common practice

it is allowed, legal, lawful CL:;J\ o
it is impossible, inconceivable JL;J;J\ ;,,a

it is probable/likely, it is assumed

it is forbidden

it is better

it is impossible

it is doubtful

it is (well-)known

it is known

it is understandable

it is decided sz_i.i\ uﬂ
it is possible A o
it is suitable N ;,,o

it is to be expected

it is important

it is agreed

it is a pity

it is self-evident

adjective:
it is better u;.o-\{\ ;J"‘
it is allowed S ;),a

it is worth mentioning that ...
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it is difficult A :r‘
it is necessary S j;gﬂ o
it is natural (Z\// d\/) ;5*:,);_3\ e
it is strange, odd (:\ / u\/) w}dk o
it is easy }\_WJ\ :;"‘
There are also expressions with nouns: - ) )
it is clever ;\:{iﬂ\ :J"
it is not fair ("LL'” u"
it is fair Judl e
it is stupid 9@‘ u"’

-

Such constructions are mostly followed by ol and negated with ;},J

NOUNS OF INTENSITY (M\-U‘ ;—L‘)

There are patterns whici1 denote thé intensity of the action of the active participle.
They are called 4;5/\:41\ ;L:w‘/ and have the following patterns:

Table 52: PATTE/RNS OF THE NOUNS OF INTENSITY

effective, efficacious 3&9 3\;—9
sharp sighted SU@f :5\;-1:
very thankful 3 ;ﬁ; 3 );-;
informed, learned ;—J;P :}4/&;
cautious 34;- :}xﬁ
heavy drinker j\-&w :};f
very big S\f}f 3\;-;
very eloquent 2549-—/" :)A’W'

Jfaultfinder PN il
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”®
o

a8 ° .
unbeliever, freethinker BN

s -

Originally, they expressed intensive and routine actions, but they are hardly
productive any more nowadays. The last two patterns are not frequent.

o
Nouns of the structure J2, which are derived from both verbs and nouns, are

also used to denote occupations:

seaman (o >y jL;J
gatekeeper (k-.)b./ >) L \;
porter/carrier (;};;_ >) 3&}_
money changer (L);;a >) b\;ﬁ

All these words have the sound masculine plural.

The feminine form @ denotes appliances and vehicles (&~ Nouns of
Instruments and Vehicles):

”® s
refrigerator 83l
11/ ﬂ/
excavator oyl
Yoa.
bicycle FE e
Yoa.
earphone, (telephone) receiver delow
car O_) -~
ﬂ/ “/
(can) opener FENEH
11/ P -
lighter FESIRY)
ﬂ/@ -
dumper LM
1,/ @ e
glasses 8,
-J/ @
lighter Yy

All these words have the sound feminine plural.
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Nouns of Place and Time

NOUNS OF PLACE AND TIME (G 15 0ISGJ1 sl

The nouns of place and time have the pattern structure J;Lu if the imperfect

vowel is Fatha or Damma and with all verbs ending in !, s or . If the imperfect

e o B 0 L)
vowel is Kasra the subsequent pattern is Jm . The patterns dzes and xis are

less widespread.

(8) Jaia

aim, goal Ls:‘ J"’ station ik
print shop 4"19" exit C/f;
seat "\’/‘}1" entrance J;‘ .
office g 2 chimney A s
clothes J“L’ school Ay
shelter \"L” way out "‘;M'“
playground “”;L’ grassland 62 Df“
strait, stricture d‘ja" council u”l;
date, promise ‘*‘f)" bank d{‘”

There are also some nouns of the same typ
participle of the derived forms of the verb.

e which take the pattern of the passive

* /D 0 £ w0 2
Sfuture s laboratory Pt
® 0 0 2 4 D8

store {25 open staircase P
¥ - o0 8 w0 s
clinic AP 32 pillar s
w7 cos 4 0 0 2
turn Calors extract T /=
2
hospital (S
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- 2 e £
NOUNS OF INSTRUMENTS, VEHICLES AND VESSELS (s\& }3\ ) AN s )

Nouns denoting instruments have the following patterns:

J.;:i.ﬁ
scalpel, lancet file, rasp > ,«j
spindle scalpel C‘M
steering wheel borer w
sickle cannon C“f

Jlaia
key plow ] j.>u
SCissors bolt CY}:
saw probe (med.) )L.:Mf
air pump nail )L«:M:a

m
washer shovel & ,>=f
knocker lathe ib ,>=ﬂ
kohl stick refinery i
broom hammer 4 JL‘-A

f’Gé
plane B )Lfla seeding machine
squeezer s )\.far— refrigerator
washer e mowing machine
submarine La\i& excavator
opener i mixer
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Nouns of Instruments, Vehicles and Vessels

5

spring, fountain bicycle il s
lighter i123 sprayer sl
(nut)cracker 5 J\i«f ear phone aeler
spectacles 3 )\jm' car 5 )wau
vibrator 5)'\3& mill Lk
Jwb
ribbon LU, needle bl
swaddle, diaper Ja\a% gate, gateway b )
ilsts
crusher a>\le calculator a-y:"'b"
locomotive s b6 puller, drawer L_T-L»
i
soap O y}\ap calculator o ,‘;u
bell u»)gb' cleaver )}LL»
There are some other patterns denoting instruments:
dagger }:o- chisel :}«U\
whirlpool, eddy :.»\}3 corkscrew, borer :\-C;
ax, hatchet :wg'/ stator / knife :J\j{,w L:u/
adze F;iﬁ hook / cramp q;’\j{ / ULL;-

In Modern Standard Arabic the active part
instruments than the patterns mentioned before:

iciple is far more widespread to denote

3l

;.

cooler >4 steamer 5 U

w08 . . ey -

telex ~ seeding machine 8,34
0 A -

tester protector ol
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ammunition passer ;‘-/ y mowing machine 3o
destroyer S;jali incubator Lol
sender a0 injector e
filter C:":': controller {,_/ﬂ.;-
synchronizer Je\}i carrier J»L;-
projector Lils  elevator, crane ce\;
radiator ﬂcmi crane, lifter w\)
accelerator J-;uz; puller, drawer il
disinfector ('-:;i crusher &.:"zf-\:ﬂ
reactor J—f-\-zzi loader ol
enlarger J:Ki lorry -
intensifier < insulator Je
sensor UMD/\; reflector S
activator La locomotive o,ia\.g
balancer QJ;« ice crusher SWES enlS
distributor CS}; detector eIty
generator Ao indicator s
telephone s evaporator j;:jc

B0 £ °
The pattern alxis (rarely Jlxis) is used to denote vessels and containers:

incubator (bvu inkwell 5 s

washbowl M capsule ‘Qu_,u
frying pan ;l“ oiler ey
measure for grain J\.«g» grease box FURCI
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Collective Nouns

o -~ ¢ s o
COLLECTIVE NOUNS (202! gl

There are many nouns in the Arabic language which have a collective meaning
when taking the form of the masculine singular. Collective nouns are also known
in the English language. Think of collective formations with the suffixes -ment or
-y (government, assembly), compound words formed with -ware (glassware), and
also simple words with a collective content (cattle, hair).

\é o -~ H e °
GENERIC COLLECTIVE NOUNS (Ssmzd | s ;...,\)

The generic collective nouns denote a certain genus, mostly animals or plants.

They are characterized by the fact that their corresponding specimens are formed

by means of 7a’ marbita 5. The form which denotes the unit is called Nomen

s O PR - . . . .
unitatis (33> 1) . The sound feminine plural is used in order to indicate a

certain quantity of specimens.

ducks L apples "C\;f

a duck ZL an apple LLQJ
five ducks u\jz :JM.;- three apples K }u)\;
The following nouns follo;v the same rules: ;

fish UL camels 3:\
trees i-;w cattle i.‘u/
bananas jj-" eggs :)4»-:
bees :}>u/ dates jm
palms 3,,4/ figs ﬂuu/
ants :Lu/ horses 3"'
paper 25)) chickens %L;-S

However, some such generic collective nouns have a broken plural.

grapes

z
0 5

LW‘CL%

paper

£l

s0 £

g 8 fish Bl 7 Lol

Many names of animals and plants, however, have no generic collective nouns,
and consequently, no Nomen unitatis is derived from them either.
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o -~ H E)
COLLECTIVES PROPER (27! a!)

Collectives proper are designations of groups without Nomen unitatis. They have
broken plurals.

multitude, public, pl.: masses }uzbo- T S}Q_A;
people, nation, pl.. peoples, nationalities Fbﬁ\ d ;j.e

sheep, small cattle ;L.o\/ z ;_.c
NAMES OF NATIONALITIES (< s%J! 3 v.niﬂ\ ;LLL\E)

the Russians if‘ )i-“ the Arabs }u,d\

the Greeks z)b }\ the Germans z)L;N‘

the Americans :)L<J JA‘Y\/ the English 3«&»\3\

the Serbians :»1:4-5\/ the Jewish 3 )%.3\/
These words are actually not plural in Arabic, but they are treated as such:

the English merchants ;.LQN\ BL;:H

Most names of nationalities are formed, however, by means of the Nisba:

IRV Td ,
O s all “the French”, O s 5\l “the Algerians” etc.

There is no rule specifying which nationalities have one form and which
nationalities have the other. In any case, the individual representatives of these
nationalities are denoted by the Nisba:

D 8% g .,
s~ “an Arab?, S\ “a German”, s 3 “a Frenchman”.
The corresponding adjectives are also formed by the Nisba :

:;} “drab/Arabic/Arabian”, ;M); “Russian”, :s’b)j “Greek”.

PROPER NAMES (¢! awsl)

Arabic has three types of proper nouns:

a) name b) title, epitheton C) surname, agnomen

o o £ owa. g s ¥ i L & .
;,;:xcik.q:-\ e iﬁjjw\ ci\c.i)\ c:}gv\.\aﬂ L5L°f\ CJQ jj\‘ c{,JLw jj
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="

DIMINUTIVES ( MJ

The diminutive can be formed from any suitable noun. The respective pattern is
formed as follows: the first consonant of the noun is vocalized by Damma, and
the second one by Fatha and a followmg/ 45 (MJ‘ ;b) for expressing
diminution and sometlmes degradatlon (j\-a;aj

1. Triliteral nouns: (o) J»e

2 o8 Mo
slave s <
.t o4 He o~
bag alas & ik
£ G/J
2. Quadriliteral nouns: (3) |z
. ) w O
scorpion & i RS
. ® or A H 0
dirhem 2 G B
o »* o 2 - g
3. Nouns having the structure b : (3) |x s
. o or A ”® -
companion o 82 G clo
Gy .
student ik b ¢ b
B . o J_/ ‘\1/ ./ £ g/.l “
4. Nouns having the structures Jles | Jyd and Jn:d : J.xé
. )
book me e L
R R
old man/woman e G jms
*ws L
beautiful, handsome e < L

box :yu\.-:a =Bt )i\f:a

key M & &L.u
6. Nouns having the structures 25) J’/“:‘ and 23) J}—L;; ; 23) J’wz:

library d y & :;&;

lecture :;.p_\;:j & of,pbu

¥,
|

The diminutives of ! cC\ and O are u“ u"‘ and :5:
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R A N 1Y
ADJECTIVES ()l | &adi
2 o?f.

L o Aoy ¢

Adjectives in Arabic are called (igainall) aiall or &
adjective is the relative adjective (&= Nisba).
Each adjective has a masculine and a feminine singular form as well as a
masculine sound or broken and a feminine plural form. Determining which form
has to be used depends on the word which the adjective belongs to. (& Number)
These adjectives are derived from the triliteral root. The most important patterns
are the following:

Another type of the

black (5 A S o
salty ﬂcﬁ\} :}pt;
cowardly :L:>- :5\.;3
courageous E\h:» BL;;
not a kinsman u;- 3;«;
pretty L e
bitter ﬂj: 3";
loose, slack 3:- J 3"3
giant ;-;w 3-‘-;

A
™
\

active BN Jxﬁ
lazy QMS/Q S ¢ OMLS S ul«a . u)’w

lazy J ):?5

(;‘?.
\ \&-\n\

\
o

big jvf

%

dead ! J.w
The function can be predicative or attributive:
predicative

The house is big. S el

The room is new. RNVt



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.005
https://www.cambridge.org/core

84 Adjectives

attributive
the big house PR RO
}/ // }/n }n;
the new room IVRE Sty
a big house PR
51/ 5 1«‘/9 2
anew room sl 43 o

There is agreement in number and gender between the noun and the adjective in
their singular forms:

in number
The house is big. singular }5 ]
the big house singular }“Q\ ]

in gender

The house is big. m. ’}\_5 )._,.J\/
the big house m. }\_.Q\ i,.‘.j\/
2 - P os
The room is new. f. 005 w3l
2 - o A os
the new room f. 30yl 374l

If the adjective has an attributive function, there is also agreement in state (i.c.
definite or no article)

the big house definite LS
2 // P o

the new room definite spak) w4l
a big house indefinite PR
. : T

a new room indefinite sl A3 o

and in case (& Declension).

If the noun and the adjective are in the plural, the agreement between them
depends on whether the noun denotes a person or not.

If it denotes a person, agreement in number and gender applies; if the adjective is
used in an attributive function, there is also agreement in state and case.

predicative:

—

- - ¥ o
The teachers are diligent. L0 glgimn O yoland

The teachers (f.) are diligent. ROV AW
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e

The men are tall. 3@9 3‘-"%)

-

attributive:

¥

- P - o
&j} :o. \d LT

—m

the diligent teachers

3
§

the diligent teachers (f.) Eoligiml) Ul

2 o

JVskall :Ju)

—m\

the tall men

b I,

tall men

If the noun denotes a non-person, the adjective takes the feminine singular form
both when fulfilling an attributive and when fulfilling a predicative function.
Strictly speaking, there is only agreement when the adjective is used as an
attribute, i.e. agreement in state and case.

Nevertheless, we also refer to it as agreement in gender and number, because the
plural of words denoting non-persons is treated as a feminine singular.

predicative:

The tables are big. :j_{ ‘Q}UU;J\/

B 0z -2
3045 2YBY]

The pens are new.

attributive:

2 - 0 - & z
the big tables 5};&5\ &)YJUQJ\

AIRVEEVEN|

the new pens

If the adjective is used as a predicate, the subject can be replaced by the
respective personal pronoun.

¢ . - PR O¥ 3 . - 0.5
ROINVE- A IO PER WA S A S i
13/ - 4 - - & ) : o’ // P oz
S %A S Y gl 3 a S w4l

o - - 11/ : °. 7 - - L - : £ oz
3o % A s YT 005 3 L0 O salild]

*In the last two examples above, u” must be used because i’JY;Ua and ;WJ are

regarded as feminine singulars because they denote non-persons.
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2 w £
RELATIVE ADJECTIVES (:\..w.d\)

The soc. Nisha ending i is P 4.___ (in transcription -7, f. —zya with Nunation -
Tyun or -Iyatun). It is added to nouns and various verbal nouns ( )W) but rarely
to numbers, prepositions and pronouns, and forms (relative) adjectives and nouns.
The Nisba ending is the most productive word forming suffix in Arabic, and it is
comparable to the English suffixes -al, -en a.o. which form adjectives and to the
suffixes -ian, -ese which form nouns.

The endings ¢ and L— are omitted when the Nisba is added.

Lebanon = Lebanese; a Lebanese LLJ} & i)Lj
Syria = Syrian; a Syrian iﬁ)y}ﬂ = U)j:"'
policy = political; politician i;ﬂ\-«-“ < :ML;”
gold = gold(en) i;“ = L—“

Details about certain changes of sounds which occur when the Nisba is added,
especially to words which terminate in rather rare endings, can be seen from a
more detailed grammar (e.g. the “Grammar of the Arabic Language” by W.
Wright).

A noun followed by an adjective with the Nisba is often equivalent in English to
constructions of the type noun + noun:

0 - A //n/

school-book, textbook u"“)“u uLf G Eayde + uLf

The rules of agreement for the nominal sentence (subject - adjectival predicate)
and for the attributive construction (noun - adjectival attributive adjunct) also
apply to the relative adjective. Nouns and relative adjectives terminating in a
Nisba which denote persons, mostly have the sound plural:

g of i b elw 2 4 of | Y PO B
S SO O,5E LG L/ S cu,uu [ s
Some Nisba-nouns or relatlve adjectives have a (collectlve) endmgless plural:

Arab (adj.), Arab(s) uﬁ / u.s/& /| Arab students u:& u)Ua

Some of them terminate in the plural endmg o or have a broken plural e.g. &M
‘dbw “pharmacist”, l;j pl. J\j\ “Turkish, Turk”, gsj;z.& pl. oJ.aLp

genzus .
3 - LN

The adjectival suffix (S 3 and its long form (s sL— are sometimes used to form an

extended Nisha. They are attached to nouns based on weak 3rd radical or

defective nouns:

R “of 2.t i wo
female S0l e S Meccan gsj\iﬂ & 55 bloody Sp @ e
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If attached to relative adjectives which usually have the regular Nisba, the
meaning changes and becomes (in most cases) negative:

3. 0 . R

economistic S 9olasl economic s>l
TN RN

traditionalistic < ;J»clav' traditional S
S FRAN

scholastic 6 - s school- e

THE FEMININE NISBA (guﬂ e su}d\ Z:...J\)

The feminine Nisba (4-_) is the basic structure for abstract nouns. They are
equivalent to English nouns with the suffixes -ance, -ence, -ness, -ty, -cy etc.
Also, nouns ending with “-ism” are rendered by means of the feminine Nisba in
the Arabic language.

Y .. 4 o
expressionism & p socialism s )
democracy ab\ acs possibility 151G
capitalism aJU J productivity i)

;.’u 12 . . %s // al
slavery UV impressionism ielbs)

1;& o 7 »“'/ w/ ;
nationalism, patriotism iagd significance, importance o\

e Y50 .
interior, internal affairs =1 navy &
direction/administration/ I . 56 ses

; & pe republic & sgarr

management, province 7. P
Yg . ¥ .
finances i)l foreign affairs iy

and of some other nouns (also concrete nouns).

Some formations are ellipses:

¢z Yaa %0
CZ' iy 2 AA,U\ & ZL.J; &5 dxanr
“the Arabic language” J.J “cooperative =7 P
s oz R 9 v}‘l Py i
LJ;;J\ (society) M}j\:u |

The plural is formed by means of L . However, most words of this structure
are Singularia tantum. Moreover, there are Nisba Pluralia tantum endings with

ut— While they are plurals in form, they mostly have a collective meanmg
uL:.ef- ‘ceramics” uLa—\;-) ‘glassware”, uLJ«L«.;-\ “social ajj’azrs ubsw\

.-

“economics”, C»Lgi\.w'i “humanities”, ub)h«»\f “chemzcals” SGS “Yiterature”.

- -
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ADJECTIVES OF COLOUR AND DEFECT

Adjectives which denote colours, certain physical characteristics and defects take

2 - A o
the patterns ¢dl=s / =31, The indefinite singular is diptote.

sg.m. sg.f. pl.m.
z A
white j,,a.u' :o\ ;L:acj 2
2. £ Fos Mo }/
red JA}“\ ;.\jA} j.o.}-
2. 0 £ J 20 - Ho A
green ] ¢\ s e
z P
blue 25)3\ $B JJJ
P ) £ 4 0 - Mo A
brown uen] AN oow
370 £ A /D./ ua.‘
yellow ) el 2o v
570 f s A
blonde ey ¢l ik R
z 2
dumb/mute :f}-\ ;L;:,;- u,uj;
VE tet P
deaf b gy b
z 2 A
blind e WS OLas [ ok
£ 2 [ ;
. stupid o] s e

The feminine plural ends in -at: &l

s ci.)\j\-«m etc. - The plural is only used

; s s 4 F 5ot s E
with persons. Some examples: 2.\ “the whites”, 3 s “the blacks”, o1 > 5241

“the American Indians”, L\}\ﬁ:ﬂ & “blonde girls”.
The usual rules of concord which apply to the attributive construction or to the
nominal sentence containing an adjectival predicate apply to their construction:

the Mediterranean

Casablanca ())> is f.)

£

the black market (3 s is f.)

The car is blue.

Its colour is blue. / It is blue.
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P EEAY) ﬁ, £
ADVERBS AND ADVERBIAL CONSTRUCTIONS (< /i1

The definite or indefinite accusative is the case the adverb takes in the Arabic
language. Besides, there are adverbial phrases (for formal reasons they are also
called prepositional phrases), which consist of a preposition + noun in the genitive.
Many nouns are used as prepositions when taking the form of the (adverbial)
accusative (&= Accusative):

after

on the basis of according to, efc. P «;Ld
under/below/beneath/underneath O
in accordance with, according to 03) / J U—U / u»-}ﬁ / J W
above/over j—9
before/prior to JJ

Some of them are additionally used as adverbs and take the ending u as such:

up/upstairs/on top/above Zﬁy
to the top/upward(s) }); A
then/thereupon/ afterwards, further(more)/moreover KoY
afterwards, later, etc. A U

Adverbial relations are expressed by the accusative or by prepositional phrases.
Adverbs serve the purpose of:

a) modifying a verb, an adjective, a participle or an adverb

b) making the circumstances clear under which the fact or action expressed by the
predicate comes about.

The following adverbs belong to a):

the qualitative adverbs as a modification of a verb:

well L;«?' / U:;'

strongly, violently/vehemently VB
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the quantitative adverbs as a modification of a verb, an adjective, a participle or
an adverb:

approximately i.; J.a.f
very/much o
little/seldom g)\-b
much | j\j
(he) alone/(he) by himself 505 j
The following adverbs belong to b):

adverbs of time:

now o
today (’jﬂ\
yesterday u”‘j
formerly/previously ey Q) Lu\_...,
in the morning (CL@\ Q) /L>-L,...p
tomorrow \/.):c
at once T )Ja
in the evening (;\M:U Q) ;Lwa
of place:

up/on top/above/upstairs d);
here s
there Hia
of manner:

secretly \i:ﬂ
officially, openly, publicly \1’9
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THE USE
Position in the sentence

The qualitative and quantitative adverbs invariably follow the words they modify:

He has done that well. ARVERO Uy
He has eaten much. s J_ﬁ

The adverbs are often at the end of the sentence. However, they are not restricted
to this position:

The Syrian team arrived on Saturday, the 3 e o (8 A o

Egyptian team on Sunday. e A VRPN
Spand A oy e

Adverbs as predicates

The adverbs and adverbial phrases cannot only be modifiers of other words or
specify a predicate, but may also be the predicate of a nominal sentence and as
such an inseparable part of it.

Ed
LI | P
Here is a teacher. (»-LM La
s st sk
The teacher is here. L (.-l-uj\

Other adverbial constructions

Instead of the qualitative adverb, constructions are often used in which it is
replaced by a verbal noun or is put to a noun as its attributive adjunct.

Preposition < + (verbal) noun:

I walked fast. \Nﬂ 2. “:s  (instead of) U’jfw 2, "
I walked slowly. Nedey o “xs  (instead of) ;_]1: 2. "
[ liked to do that. Dyge S5 0 (instead of) 4k BU5 b

o p 7. B A < . .
Preposition < + J§—~ or & s “form/shape, manner/mode, way” + adjective:

He has done that R AT VAT
: . ke S5 B1EPA Liw“ U
extremely well. (lit.. in J VU J’J 7 < . J J”
an excellent manner). (instead of)

He has done that well. (lit.: in a good manner) R c)jia s J.w
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in general, generally L c;j:a_:
especially, particularly 1o o;j.:a_;

Cognate accusative: A verb is modified by a following indefinite noun (mostly
an infinitive) in the accusative, which is combined with an attributive adjective.

Z -

He read the letter slowly. (lit.: He read the letter a S f’(- Jo s '.
- slow reading). e ’3 A3

This cognate accusative, possibly the starting point of the adverb modifying a
verb purely and simply, has become rare in modern Arabic. Determining which of
the adverbial constructions must be used, depends, to a large extent, on the
structure and semantics of the nouns to be employed.(%&= Accusative)

INTERROGATIVE ADVERBS
The interrogative adverbs are the following:
How How did he leave the city? FECTRW g C,>— s s
He lefi the city secretly. "wff“ M.,\.‘J\ J‘, CJ’.
Where  Where do we meet? Qu‘"“J’ J\ :J.»\
We’ll meet there. WA 5
When When will he arrive? QJ.M 64.,4 u“"'
He will arrive tomorrow. e ’ .t
Why Why did he die? HOIANWILWE NN
He starved to death. ij;_ S| (short) (J
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s, -8, 4F
PRONOUNS ( ylo-ll)
PERSONAL PRONOUNS / SUBJECT PRONOUNS
. 4 Tes 3 & s
The independent personal or subject pronouns (JM\ Jee2ll) are:

sg. ol

3 p.m. he o they (m.) L
39p. f. she 6»?: they (f) :;
2" p. m. you (m.) =5 you (m,) (":‘*
2. f, you (f.) w\ you (f) i;:\/

1¥p.m./f I uf e oy

dual

2 b m./f. both of you ]
3% p. m./f. both of them Ua

. o 4 o sof . .
*The auxiliary vowel for and =) is Damma -u. This vowel must be inserted
when the pronoun is followed by a noun with the article.

The Arabic terms are as follows: 1% p. (;«@), 2" p. (LLL;J), 3 p. (i,.;\.c)

These pronouns are usually omitted when no emphasis is required and the person
in question is obvious from the context. If the pronoun is used, it is called j«.«;a
j U (distinct pronoun) and if not, 3«;«1 jw-:c (hidden/implied pronoun). .

The 2™ and the 3 persons masculine plural pronouns (}:ﬁ and ;.537) are used to
denote masculine persons and also mixed groups of male and female persons. The 2™
and the 3 persons feminine plural pronouns (Z;'b and iﬁ) are only used to denote

female persons. The 1% person plural pronoun (E}J) is used also for the dual.

s P BN . .
AFFIXED PRONOUNS (=22} “yaiadl) (Direct Object pronoun suffixes)

The following suffixes are used as pronouns:

sg. pl.
3" p.m. him /it 5 them (m.) (,.fz
39p. f her /it / them P them (f.) :JJb
2" p. m. you (m.) 2 you (m.) ("}{
2" p. f. you (f) 5 you (f) ’s
1¥p.m./f. me < us H
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dual

2 p. m/f. both of you LS
\;-{A

3% p. mAf. both of them

The auxiliary vowel after v-{h and V5 is -u.

2
. . o 8 o
The 2™ and the 3" persons masculine plural pronouns (¢~ and V'{) are used to
denote male persons and also mixed groups of male and female persons. The 2™
and the 3™ persons feminine plural pronouns (u.b and uf ) are only used to denote

female persons. The 1% person plural pronoun (V) is also used for the dual.

The affixed pronouns can be added to

- nouns,

- prepositions,

- various particles and conjunctions and

- verbs.

When combined with nouns, the affixed pronouns are equivalent to the possessive
pronouns in English. The noun is to the affixed pronoun what the 1* term of a
definite genitive construction is to its 2" term. The noun is the governing word
and is in the construct state, i.e. it does not take an article or the nunation.

pl. sg.
their (m.) house v J/ his house :\;
their (f.) house :;g-iu/ her house \-e—:)
your (m.) house ) J/ your (m.) house ;‘L}Q
your (f.) house :-J{i: your (f.) house : h
our house L/:.J my house u‘“

An adjective added as an attributive adjunct must take the article:
your new house iu.»d\ ;v-‘{»:

Peculiarities of pronunciation and spelling:
The affixed pronoun of the 1% p.sg. assimilates every short vowel that

immediately precedes it.

my book / in my book d.;Lf_{ u" / 6;\55

of.

Have you seen my book? @Lf ) J.a
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If the vowel -i or -7 (also -ay), usually found as an ending of the genitive case,
precedes the affixed pronoun, the -u of the suffixes of the 3rd person changes into
-1

=x ;;.iw;.fs Jinm

or

in his house o
in their (pl. m.) house/ in their (pl. f.) house :.@.J & / V’G‘"" <

The -u or -i following the suffix ¢ is pronounced as a long vowel: baytuhii / fi
baytihi.
The final s changes into < if affixed pronouns are added.

A bag/ my bag/ your bag etc. G / . AR / LT

The sound masculine plural drops not only the O of the suffix O s— when used as

the 1* term of an Iddfa, but also if affixed pronouns are added.

/ P o 2 / 2

Your teachers are with their teachers. V’W —5 ek
/ 3 & of.

I have seen your teachers. g

The affixed pronoun of the 1st p. sg. changes into (S after the long vowels @, 7and ay.

4

my teachers (S ol
. g . .

with my teachers :;“l*i e [0 ]L;"J"‘j’)

When combined with prepositions, the affixed pronouns are equivalent to the
objective of the personal pronouns in English with the personal pronoun
functioning as a prepositional complement.

Ao

with him dxa
o fo

of / from among them e

with us Lais

The English word “to have” is rendered by means of the prepositions Xe J ‘/C’;

+ affixed pronoun. The preposition 2ie “at/with” is the one most frequently used:

P S o
- Do you have many books? s s LS Uie s
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The preposition J “for”, which mainly serves to emphasize ownership, and the
preposition /C" “with”, which is used to express that somebody has something

with him at the moment, are employed for this purpose as well.
Peculiarities of pronunciation and spelling:

J takes on the form /J , when it precedes suffixes: A \.@J ¢ GJJ etc., except for
the suffix of the 1st p. sg.: J

The 0 in J» is doubled if the suffix of the 1stp. sg. is added: Ls""

65‘ : 3& und s take on the forms - ), - —& and — 4, when followed by

suffixes:

pl. i sg.
i [ [ [ ] e |4

If added to a verb, the affixed pronouns fulfil the function of a direct object.

I have bought the book. / I have bought it. .”W % \ /. uLSJ\ L.JJM\
You have written the letters. / You have written them. s )i:;f /. Jj\.w il (ii:f
Take the pencil. / Take it. o /(;Ld\ Ja

Have they drunk the juice?/Yes, they have drunk it. ;jj,:» V’U /Q)«.A’J\ \y,w Jﬁ

Did you attend the event?/Yes, I attended it. L@.:},:a;- ("’U/ / ] & e J-b

Peculiarities of pronunciation and spelling:
The 3 p. pl. m. of the perfect form drops the A/if if an affixed pronoun is added:

EE

o5

Waw is inserted in front of the affixed pronoun in the 2" p. pl. m.;

L; 4 f‘j:{
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o gy S Gesl s 5 4
INDEPENDENT DIRECT OBJECT PRONOUNS (w2l foadiddl “pocall)

These pronouns are formed by adding the affixed pronouns to Ul:

97

sg. pl.
3 p.m. him /it 1H| them (m.) V-;\:‘
3. £ | her/it/ them Gl them (f) g
2" p. m. you (m.) 2 \:‘ you (m.) Vf ,\
2Yp. f. you () 46 you (f.) :50
1¥p.m./f me 5y us oY
dual
2" p. m./f. both of you L«f\:\
3" p. m./f. both of them LAl
These pronouns are rather rare in modern Arabic and more or less restricted in use
to the 3" p. sg. (&= Accusative)
He gave me the book. / He gave it to me. ;\:\ L;LE&\ /L;LKJ\ L;Ua_p\

s £
DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS (SJL.'Z})\ ;LM.‘\)

- The demonstrative pronouns that indicate what is near with respect to place or time:

pl. dual sg.
VRN s m.
AT GO HIY AR s 3
this, these - jf (=2 /"'J P ) ( )
N I FRIEIN 2a £
(J«J/’ oYy / u;: c{)b:) (;‘/L:J cgs.l:a «$d)

“The demonstrative pronoun that indicates what is farther or more distant with
respect to place or time is:

pl. sg.
7s ;/ { Xt X<t 7 : m.

that, those dtjj\ (” ,J / L‘&{D /V.Q/J) J{J
! f.

by el
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- - .
. 1 e A - M . < £ .
The first syllable in 14 cods Y 5s and EU> | and the second in &\ s), contain
the long vowel &, which is not expressed by A/if, as is otherwise usual. However,
P
the initial u in 22 s! is short. The forms in brackets are extremely rare.

The demonstrative pronoun is placed in front of the noun which is defined by the
article:

this man / that man :);-35\ sUs / :}é—j}\ s
this girl / that girl HEA ol / S 0da
these houses / those houses i))ﬁi\ &Uu / i);j\ RS
these men / those men i}\;.-jﬂ w‘); / i)L;.iJ\ ;YE}:
these girls / those girls LL._;S\ E,LJ j\g / i)\.:.\.kh ;‘}J},’a

The demonstrative pronoun follows the noun which is defined by an affixed
pronoun:

this friend of mine BE TR
these books of his sl 457
these friends of ours AN PR W

If the demonstrative pronoun refers to the 1% term of an Idafa, it follows the
genitive construction as well:

this book of the teacher | {,J;ijs s
- 4 ¥ P - //
those friends of my teacher S gl oodrs (B

If it refers to the 2" term of the Idafa, it precedes it, i.e. its position is between the
1**and the 2" term:

the book of this / that student I 25 /s s

However, it follows the 2™ term of the genitive construction if the latter is a noun
which is defined by an affixed pronoun:

-

the book of this friend of mine BN ity

. -

Consequently, it is possible that a construction of this kind may be ambiguous, as
the demonstrative pronoun may refer to the 1% term (this book of my friend) as
well as to the 2" term of the Idafa (if both terms of the latter have the same
gender).
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The demonstrative pronouns do not only fulfil a deictic function, but they are also
used as nouns. They can fulfil the function of the subject in a nominal sentence,
and of the subject or the object in a verbal sentence:

o -
-2 .
This is a teacher. ;.l:w BV
. P S .
These have drunk the juice. sl N O 5
I e
Muhammad has done that. OGS BUs =

Agreement in gender and number between subject and predicate has to be
observed here in the nominal sentence; if the predicate is defined by the article,
the independent pronoun should be inserted:

feminine predicate masculine predicate
B - L - - ¥ -
S eda [ s 0 RPRGRV /(,.i.uu o 1
PR A o AP .. 2%.5% s Tl
.g.,.:ﬁl\@o.u: /.Wigmo.xa rall Ton 1
- /‘; © et - ¥ °
T ) e P 53 E
uL«J_mJ\JA;Y}A 'OW~V'A9Y}A

With respect to a near or a more distant place, Arabic also uses the following
demonstrative pronouns:

there (more distant) here (near)
&c?ﬁ/&\.ﬁ:cﬂ\ﬁs s L (Ua
We walked from here to there. A ) G e kS
o 2 P B
Is there something that will make us laugh today? ?(j:ﬂ Sy b S
Is there anybody whom we make responsible ¢ X [p 2 2005 8 G
FEVEKILIY dewlw -8 das
for the lies ? = W P o R g

RELATIVE PRONOUNS
A

PR o X z
The relative pronouns (J se sol suy

) are:

after a masc. noun in the singular s
3

after a fem. noun in sg. and after plurals which denote non-persons 615\
after a masc. noun in the plural which denotes persons :,,eJJ‘
. & e 54/ z

after a fem. noun in the plural which denotes persons S 5]
after a masc. dual Ol
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Interrogative Pronouns and Particles

related to non-persons

after a fem. dual oGl
related to persons u”’
"

Whereas the four first-mentioned forms are neutral as to case, the two dual forms

are inflected. After a noun in the genitive or accusative, they are Ul / J—U\

Note the different spelling:

with one J: with two J :

il | A 2l

ggu{ /g;s’j.}s// oIl [ o

The article J! is the first component of the relative pronoun, therefore the initial
Hamza is Hamzat wasl. (&= Attributive Relative Clause and Nominal Relative

Clause)
INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS AND PARTICLES
Which In which city? ?E@,JQ fj 3 :ﬁ/ ﬁd‘
Where Where is the museum? (.'i,b-;c;-;j\ QJ\ J\
<z
How How are you? ?:JL;‘ u“—f u-f
Why Why don’t we ask him? S‘fd}\,w NN H/L:J
Why Why did he come late? V}U KW KW
What What is his profession? :{J‘;.c G G
About what = We asked him about what is new. lvb }jb s ;U s
From what Zl/z ZZZ ;Z%‘;ﬁ:m what :jz:d\ /ux.‘//:a L:»/« & qu Y :vj/ Lfv’
What What did he say? "J\.; 150 W
vaz/hh;tnytiZ;e When do we start? V:,lha 7 iz
Who Who is the enemy? ¢ _j:\;j\ Fr o
About whom He asked about whom was there. . 2Ca o Jl; JL» u:»&
From whom We don’t know from whom he came. ;\->~ J:u O ,*-: Y u:‘”‘
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Whose Whose is this house? NCRE e A
Who is present, R BA R I f

Interrog. Muhammad or Ahmad? 2
ticl R 0 & - ° .
particre Is the lesson new? ANERE iy‘)v\j‘ Be U

*;,5 is used to ask about the quantity of people or things. The construction is as

follows:

a) vf + indefinite noun in the accusative singular:
how many books? VL»L.{ V'{
how many men? 93}\;-) (’5
how many times = how often? ?::; (’5

b) rf + Ja + definite noun in the genitive plural:

how many books, how many of the books? fe <y J,, (,S
how many men, how many of the men? ¢J L;,.jj\ o {,_/(

¢) Uncountable nouns or single concepts (usually designated in the singular) are
treated as follows:

how much time, how long? Vu.a/jj\ ;,.A V5

how much meat? ?(";jj\ e (.5

how much money? ?J}:ﬁ\ e Vj
d) The predicate follows the post-positive indefinite noun:

How many books have you bought? Vg,.:];ﬂ\ L:L:f (’f

How many books do you have? NS bL:f (’:{

d) The same word order applies to interrogative sentences which are introduced
by (’5 + uﬁ + definite noun. However, the predicate is set directly after ("{ in

Some cases:

}} ° . sy- 0 PN
- How many books do you have? ¢Sl e Jde | &l (.5
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e) (.5 can be combined with various prepositions. The following noun is either in

the accusative according to the given rule, or in the genitive, in subordination to
the preposition:

Sfor how much, by how much? QV.Q
For how many pounds did you buy that? S‘QJJ; ;jﬂ\ N / :}J rgv
with how much/many? V(.f C,';
With how many students did you study eulIA T T e
there? O CERCIMEE L,JUQ / L.J/Ua (,5 &
Jor how long? ("{ i
For how many years have you been e TS A i (’5 1.;
studying there? ' gy

f) (’5 also occurs as a (predicative) term of a nominal sentence. Here, the noun -

the subject of the sentence — which follows (’5 is not in the accusative, but in the

nominative:
How (much) is your age? = How old are you? ?1\3&2 ("/{
How (much) is its price? = How much does it cost? ﬂ‘;i,,w r_/{
How (much) is its height? = How high is it? 9:}«\_@‘)\ (,_/(
How (much) is the hour? = What time is it? S’g\_/;\iJ\ {'5

: T/

- 2
g) An inversion of the word order is also usual in the last example: ?rf izl

It is possible that )a; or u-»'a comes between {.5 and the subject, especially if the

latter is a noun which is defined by the article:

2 ﬁ' P 0~
How much is the rent? €5 ==l & (’5

How (much) is the distance between ... and ...? = ¢ PRI P
How far is it from ... to ...? J o T -

L can be used in the same meaning instead of the predicative ("{ :

What is the price? | » G
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103

The following table shows the most common Arabic particles and nouns which
fulfil the function of prepositions. All prepositions govern the genitive case.

Table 53: PREPOSITIONS

To, toward, up to, till, until, for, with

!

He went to the house.

The lecture continued until 10 o clock.
What is the best gift for the people?
Whom does he like best?

A Rial with a Rial makes two Rials.

ﬂw\ :&w Js )JJ\ (».\3

-

—m

o7, wéz‘z}e/

In front of, in the presence of

He stood in front of the house.

He delivered his speech in the presence of
the president.

He had no other alternative but to resign.

In, at, on, with, through, by, by means of

She is a lecturer at the university.
He works with his hand.
I bought it for five pounds.

They solved the problem by negotiations.

He works at night and sleeps during daytime.

./)L/@fJb Ay J:UbJ;Z}is

///J/

wbdb FIENVS Ja

ubSL;..in M\ \jx,

oo

Because of, on account of, due to, by

- -

He came late because of the strike.

He didn’t sleep because of the examinations.

/w 5/

272 © o -0

ub\:;.»ﬁ[\ w ("") VJ
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After, in addition to, beside, aside from

He succeeded after the end of the conference.

After that he met the president.

P T g

P 8 U 45

By (introducing oaths) <
By God! f” g
Under, below, beneath, underneath, on, in o

The book is underneath the bag.

The army has been under arms for two years.
The project is in an experimental stage.
They killed him before our eyes.

What is in print is at his disposal.

Beside, next to, near at, by el
“j PR o 2 Toi//
We saw him next to the station. -i‘w\ - ol

They stood side by side.

Until, till, up to, as far as

He remained sitting until the morning.

He walked from the house up to the university.

gl = e A

.f\xfb.d\ = /u,...JM | J/c e

Around, about

o -

J

The world turned around him.
He submitted the question about his position.

They discussed his apartment.

A G s
o Tho Ty o3 P
i P i

Around, about, roughly, nearly

i

About twenty students came.
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Outside, outer, outward CJL’.
We met him outside the city. ”X"‘j CJL" & L"“"M
He went outside the usual ways. ‘U)'SL“'“ qu\ 7'JL" V'“
During, between, through J')&,.
Across, through, right through the middle of, out of, from o ’
within, by, on the basis of fb)\'/’ o

During, in the course of, within, in a given period of

Pl 4

He arrived during the first week.

He succeeded through his wide knowledge.

He will be elected within two years.

.J‘jw Q;‘LSM JM» ;};a;

P

2 -, /a}/

°

Behind, after, in the rear of ity
He stood behind the president. \ J"' U‘-’J
He came from behind the house. “"“J\ “’d" s ‘b'
He was sitting in the rear. JJ\’J’ 3 unbu 0\5
Inside, within, in ;}:"\5
He disappeared in the city. J" E 6"‘" :

They discussed the plan inside the council.

w.tmjx ;}}-\3 AN

Below, beneath, under, short of, without

ojs&a/ujiu,/o)is

It came to less than ten.
He is an expert in ultra/short waves.
They were late without a reason.

This prevented the writing of the plan.

530 048 s

el 035 S G s G

-

I Er [

UV J}J .A/djv\-!/djb Uf-b

Perhaps, may/might be (with foll. indef. gen.) <)

A clever enemy might be better than

. P PRt S I
a stupid friend. JAL" 0“)“" g 23l :}fb My
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Silence may be more informative than
words.

e ".’05 o - [

Against

-

They voted against the government.

2i® g .
eSS s 1

during, throughout

J\}%/@a/bﬁ

He didn’t work during this period.

The project was built alongside the river.

0 o - 2 ° -
S ein /b

}@Js Jsb & £ gl 6.)

Across, over, beyond, on the other side of

-0~

He went over the bridge to the city.

He was not forgotten over the centuries.

AL ) sl e UAS

A e

Immediately after, subsequent to

- s

(W-I

He came immediately after the battle.

ST s L s

On, upon, on top of, above, over, at, by, in, to, toward, against, on

the condition that, provided that, for

-

O

We met on board ship.

We agreed on the details.

He must write the letter.

Provided that it is allowed to travel.

It is a date before the examinations.

He solved the problem in the best manner.
He worked for unification of the country.
He agreed in the desire for peace.

There is no insurance for houses.

He will at least get a book.

He invested the capital in a very wide range.

AL 5 k)
oG
AL UK o

/J.waj\jjwﬂtﬂ&/ﬁ

s

OEY s SL %)U Y

2

B ol b e

°

../, .o £ IR o0
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o -

Off, away from, out of, about, on, for, in defence of, above, via, by g

He kept away from the university.
It was solved through negotiations.
He came day after day.

He disliked the new project.

He told us about what he saw there.

2}

.C}; Grvpue
sl g s s

-

A GG e U &

At, near, by, with, on, upon

-

We met at the university.

He came from the house.
They came together at sunset.
I have a new car.

At that moment he submitted his resignation.

e e el
o &, })_( ) 2o o0
el g 8 dis | smair
i ;/ - ﬂz/\f«/ o/

.Ov\-,{J\.Z' O)L:M L_;..,\.J«

A 56 S5 A

Except, save, but

-
-

He likes all the people except the teachers.

PR N RN g Z 58 .

Immediately after

P
°

By

He was appointed immediately after
the end of the conference.

P
o0 0L o Y2

s s K
e gell gl e

X s s .o Jf"/ 7
I met him immediately after his arrival. Ao 9 ys0 albs
Above, over, on, on top of, beyond, more than O
T R
He met him on the top of the mountain. el B LB

He developed beyond all expectations.
He is successful beyond all bounds.
And in addition to this he wrote two novels.

He welcomed more than a thousand visitors.

¥ 2

AR S5
o ¥ - P
Sy IS B R
Ry L B U
i Gl e
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In(side), at, on, by, during, among, with, about, concerning, for 3
I brought him inside the university. WBJ‘ 3 ey
He doesn’t know laziness in his life. ‘“L" 3 J‘“&M J

.m.xxj\ u,u 3 a; J., CJ"

-

He left his house in/with his new suit.

Before, prior to J“B

He arrived before the delegation (arrived).

) 05 18

This didn’t happen before. B o ubu ‘J s

/.u..

In front of (’"‘5
P o P 2.
We meet in front of the station. J" o g8 e

3

As, like, all but, as good as, in ... capacity of, as from,

- 2
He works as an expert. : J‘M’S ey
2o

U.@.(JMM\M

It seems that he doesn’t know the truth.

This is impossible for a student like this.

He as a teacher cannot fail.

" O\ﬂwa

For, on behalf of, in favour of, to, because of, due to, for the purpose of fj

This is good for normal days.

He worked for them.

He failed because of different reasons.

He escaped to avoid the problems.

ENWINVT e
o877 -

Wuu&va

Jf\.w.o.“ u;-b— QJJ AJM :_):,;b

At, by (place and time), in the presence of, in front of, before, with

-

<A

He is our ambassador at the council.

He has all the books.

He will pay the bill in case of need.

ol U A
o7 so 23

u«Q\st\j:U

el el Dl 3302
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Similar to, like, as much as J‘“
FIra
He lived like the kings. iblij\ J“” u”u'
His life is like a novel. j;\/){ :}:f >
With, together with, in spite of; for &
He travelled with him to Egypt. s d!\ axs }Lﬂ
He is not for the new government. 4;,;(_;}\ C‘ L}MS }}
In spite of this, he continued the dialogue. ")\}j\ J«ﬁ‘j w; ’CA
From, away from, of (in partitive expressions), out of, b;zginning, ] o
since, through, belonging to, among, consist of, at, on, toward, with u‘

respect to, by, than (comparison)

e o A s Sso
g_,..&}-JﬂC,..:;cM

- -

He has a house (made) from wood.

z

He was diligent from the beginning. 'f;\ljj\ ;If l.@.f;-\/
He is bigger than me. Ls:‘f i“’{\ )’g
We know his position towards them. V‘é"" :"“f’ :)J’”
He entered through the window. f‘)‘f@\ :Jf :};'3
EI) - 2
He was afraid of what could be there. et dﬁg’ it (u+11'f) L O
Since, for, ago 'd / i\"‘:
I have know him for a month. J-G-“ :‘-‘; :':J’d/
He has been in Cairo for two weeks. g‘)—:ﬂf j*-«j’ °J-f\-;-“ J )i’
By (introducing oaths) (&~ ACCUSATIVE AFTER 3) }
By God! MY
Behind, in the rear of, at the back of, after, beyond, past, ] ;‘/ -
over and above, beside, in addition to 2J
He stood behind the chair. f}gﬁ ;U) u-;)
He is living overseas. j>hj\ ;\)j o8 :f,,‘x_}

She left four sons behind. .JYET :w/), U“B) v_():



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.005
https://www.cambridge.org/core

110

PARTICLES (< 5 1)

Particles with Jussive

The following particles are followed by a verb in the Jussive (& Verbs):

Particles

Conditional “if” (&

If you continue, 1

°

g S e ot
.vflpu\\j,@.«;ax

By God, he doesn’t know the details.

By God, life is good.

; ° /\
s S5 b

-

Conditional Sentences) | will help you. di,
]‘\‘/egative imperative Do not forget the YuL.Q\ oo ::.A\:M N
Do not ...! book! j
—F’ [ ]+ Let us go. v./M./J /N\ oY
1" or 3 p. =“let, so let | So et him NI
: 1m 80. Load s
him/her/ it/us .. R [
Negation of the perfect o ool o7
tense (&~ Negation) He didn't sleep. e (’J V‘S
Particles with Subjunctive (&= Verbs):
&= Objective He.askea’ him not to e K/ Jf 42, Nii / of
Clauses write.
& Infinitives, He works to earn " s o - s
Verbs/Subjunctive | money. " 4 L;'p J i Lﬁ*" J g s
&= Verbs/ He works to earn oo e el . ”
Subjunctive money. J}u o e tﬁ'{ Jose (y>§<
&= Infinitives ; He works to earn M s e el
Verbs/Subjunctive | money. '*fjb = JM e fj
&= Verbs/ He works to earn LR o 2
Subjunctive money. J}b S JM LFQ, J‘w OJ)L.FQ,
& Negation He will never sleep. A (;L: o) )
Particles Introducing Oaths
By God, do not sleep in the lecture. g‘)*‘J‘ S Y ‘j‘”\’/ il
By God! fﬁb G
By God, Ahmad. is right. d" ui‘d L Q J

Particles for Answers

Yes,
By all means!

indeed! Certainly!

Did he arrive? Cetainly!

803

Yes, by God!
Yes, indeed!

Yes, by God!

3y )

<)
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Yes. Yes, indeed! Ahmad did not come. Toosce Fos e so T
’ . e 2>
Certainly! Yes, indeed! L;J i o
Did you see your T
/ ARG oy
No! not friend? No, I didn't. ¥ Jw:)w = ¥
. Is he popular? N T T Py
Yes, certainly Yes, /fefv s ?gjﬂ;u A J.a N
Particles Provoking Attention
Verily, truly, oh yes Oh yes, the boys are here. WA ozl oy Vi
Oh, look, he is the sosS s £
] ’ ’ | | |
Verily, truly, oh yes director J;:LJ prae L
Ha! Look! There! Look, there he is. !}; a a
O, oh Good Lord! !(3@ U L

Particles Introducing Conditions (&= Conditional Sentences)

Particles Followed by the Accusative (&~ Accusative)

Particles of Exception (= Exceptive Sentences)

Particles Introducing Exclamations (8= Accusative/Exclamations)

Particles of Negation (&= Negation)

The Particle <

Oisa coordinating and sometimes a subordinating particle. It is mainly used to
separate two or more (verbal) actions from each other and can render a temporal,
consecutive (& Clauses of Time) or causative (<&~ Clauses of Reason) or
adversative meaning (&= Adversative Sentences). It is often used in conditional

and concessive sentences to separate the two parts of such sentences.
The delegations and the

president arrived. *Wyu 2555} V“L"’)u*"jf” Jo 55 /vJ-:p;

I welcomed him and thanked him and S IR Y N P P
o e a S...J It
returned back home. PR 7 L

I entered the university and found him

A 3 Gl e o) d2s
sleeping in his office. Ll . P 2y P

* If both actions are rendered by the same verb, there is no need to repeat the verb.

& z
3% e ¥ &£ .
Gt U o 2L (W which are used

-

2o
o led o
to emphasize a certain topic:

O is obligatory after <

—w

As for the president, he is in London. oad g gvi) :fwi}\ G

i

As for the internal situation, it is stable.

L B o [P
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As for the umiversity, it passes a :\w\)_ ‘U&_JN ::w ;_@J w\;db T L;J}

new period. p

As for the program, it was submitted. U.L‘u/ ;..: gen C»L,J,Jb ua:’u \:o.é
< can also have a final meaning, i.e. it is used to introduce a certain purpose:

1 take this opportunity in order to say ... Jj.:\; wjd\ eJJa ("“;\
<> is often used to introduce conclusions:

subsequently L dﬁ\.ﬁb therefore s v:u’“
eventually . Uo-\ therefore RSO
consequently s os\ for this reason O s J,,

or to complete or continue a sentence:

Moreover, he is the head of the ;-
’ ,Ma 5@5 15 |
department. i J ) > “55 @Lp\}b)

Furthermore, this  bank is ‘u\.,JJ J S -*-6—9 Js u-° f j

extremely small.

It is also used in collocations:

faster and faster ¢ le_‘o ¢ |
bit by bit, one after the other L_MA \.MM
year after year Gl Lle
day after day LA).J Gy

The Particle 3

6 is a partlcle which precedes the verb. Itis often combmed with <2, If ¥
or its variant o] precede the perfect tense (Js.e H LJ.«A K dkf) the definite
execution of the actlon in the past or the execution of the action with certainty in
the future (Ja.é E L)jg') is empha51zed

If 6 precedes the imperfect tense (J-w u\s) it indicates a possibility that the
verbal action is taking place or will take place. (&= Conditional Sentences;

Perhaps, Maybe, Possibly)
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GENDER (_yi3-1) AND NUMBER (348J1)

Gender Y .,

There are two genders in Arabic: masculine (/S ) and feminine (<5 §#). Words
ending with -a (¢ = Ta" marbiita) are almost always feminine, whereas words
which do not end with 7a" marbita are mostly masculine. 7" marbiita is
normally not pronounced as ¢, but as a short @ when the word occurs isolated or at
the end of a clause or a sentence. (&= Genitive).

A number of words denoting feminines do not end with 7a” marbiita:

a. words for persons or animals which are feminine by nature:

. 32
spinster, old maid Z,JLP mother o)
mare o2 sister ey
she-goat 3-9\; daughter el
b. the names of most countries and of all cities
masculine feminine
;3, So g £ A oro NE
Jordan 03 YV Bahrain o)
2 PR 4
Sudan O sl Tunisia :f'\-"jj
Iraq 8 Algeria A adl
2 /)
Lebanon o Oman ol
s 9. fF soe 7.
Morocco < #Jl  Palestine s
2o SE - /.
Yemen (sometimes f.) J«,J\ Qatar }Jb
8 o,
Al-Kuwait i«djgj‘
Jo

Egypt B

c. designations of many parts of the body which exist in pairs:
Ao
eye 1,& ear a3l

e 7 * e

leg Axe eg J
Joot ?3& forearm Jell
hand X thigh, leg, shank Gl
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The following are masculine:

cheek A armpit —iﬂ-ji
gl
.o & Y -
temple (anat.) g eyebrow ol
d. Some words are always used as feminines:
z . B o f
stick, rod Les  earth, ground =3
» 27 . ]
ax o well, spring g
. w7 A o
liver S war <~
s ° 8 -
soul o house o>
)
IS s
fire b heaven ¢ Lo
LU E o -,
oath el sun s
e. Some words which are attributed to feminines:
- £
2 P
divorced S pregnant el
£ -
. . L i
menstruating Culb menstruating A
woman, who because of her age, * - ® o, o4
) . y v\;b
has ceased to bear children i Joster mother &

f. Arabic also uses A/if magsiira (5;;42.1.1\ et _1) to denote feminines:

vision, dream L'jj good news 9 ;w:
smaller, smallest 3 f-:p pregnant &L;
better, best Q«e-; fever u‘:‘;
higher, highest §j~a; hermaphrodite u‘““;
bigger, biggest Lsf}f nearer, nearest, world 3
middle &w} anniversary 6;;5



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.005
https://www.cambridge.org/core

Gender and Number 115

g. The so called prolonged Alif(53;:\f«;J\ w\-i“ quﬁ) is also used to denote the

feminine gender:

2 2
black I3 5w white cliay
PR 2
yellow sl o red ¢l o
h. Some words are used as either masculine or feminine:
way Jw»' finger ﬂc‘ﬁ‘
o oz
knife i;&-w thousand al
3 s -
tooth o~ door <L
s, A . R
market S land village AL
an idol, a false god & b situation J&>
way Zy ,19 store, tavern & j: >
. NI )
scorpion < && shop O8>
(U 5] ® s
neck, nape G arm gl
spider & fK& beard :33
w 27 u £
glass S head o
shoulder LS soul E ;3
37 -
palm of the hand S wind &>
) P
shoe J= lane G

.
/i

S0
NUMBER (344}

)

Arabic has three numbers as far as nouns, pronouns and verbs are concerned:

singular (i}éiﬁ), plural (EA-;.JT) and dual (L;iiﬁ) (&~ Dual).
The Arabic noun and the adjective (which is also a noun) have two types of
plurals: the external and the internal, i.e.

a) the sound plural (;JL:J\ Jca.xﬂ) and

b)the broken plural (Ja /:; 9‘ ,19,. DT/ ) ° f\f‘c‘;;.)
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Sound Plural

The external or sound plural is formed by suffixes being added. The internal or
broken plural is formed by altering the structure of the vowels of the singular
form and/or by adding prefixes, infixes or sufﬁxes to the singular form.

-

The sound plural has two forms: The suffix uj_._ (-iina) for the masculme ( Cv—

(,J\.w ;-Lo) and the suffix &\ —(-az) for the feminine plural ((JLM s.,.:j.a zor) are

added to the masculine singular.

L. sg.
diligent T woa o ates | adiligent 8 o 4 wlos
M| teachers Do O teacher sty
¢ diligent e L s | adiligent R AR
" | teachers (f.) & teacher (f.) &

Each adjective has a masculine and a feminine singular form:

mo| | S b sl KPEAA

big . long p many . diligent i

f, s il b e VL

- - - -

m. 3[5 J\}b bj;&; Z)jfl.@.f;ui
£, S b gty g
Broken Plural

The majority of nouns have the broken plural. There are hardly any rules
according to which the appropriate plural form can be derived with certainty from
the singular form. Regularities in the forms of the plural only occur in some
groups of verbal nouns which have the sound feminine plural.

There are numerous patterns for the broken plural. The ones which occur most
frequently are the following:

birds b 1 g
pencils ;‘)GT el |
| men J& i Jke
Other patterns of the broken plural are the following:

free, independent bzg, great ;_Lﬁ :J&BT
r FEER ,1/ s o f ’;;°E
Jgreens S ey ‘Zegs g :J’}W
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N ERSIE PRIy
rooms £ = relatives e 3l 1eDladl
- 28 kS z Mo ooz
# w - . [ S 3
pieces Cb e wings o il
PR saEvrl TN
books S i =8| | Africans OBl rale sl
N P ///;///
directors ¢lyde 1eDd | | experiments, tests e e
TR PSR
countries Ol 10w squadrons IS s
8 B o - - = -
Students ilb 1dxs | | formal legal opinions sl
L " : Z 5
monkeys 3> 3 1alsd| | stomes 3y @l
RN, SR TY
Judges sLas 1dsd | | companions Lo il
Y o7 s ..
wounded el dirhems el s
E '»‘/ 38 [ ‘.J “//// 11////
unclehood (pl. of ) & ses g2 | doctors 3 58S rallle
s . 27 -~ : B :/‘/
slaves At D b desert Sl 1 b
R e P . 3 I
coffers, safes Pl i e masses b e
5 2 - A 11/ A
P - _ a5 %
storehouses Ojbes 1 lelis | writers oS s

e

DUAL (&)

The Arabic language has a third number in addition to the singular and the plural:
the dual. It is used when two things or persons are denoted. The dual is formed by
means of suffixes. The characteristic morpheme of the suffix is the long vowel &,
which is expanded by # in some cases.

Dual of the Noun

Suffix; OL— in the nominative, .= in the genitive and accusative

-

-

dual

sg.

-~

A

£
n. BN

os
£

o

oL

-

g. ‘.i/“’/;

oy
T

-

a. - g;)‘ |

o
T

-
or 2R
-
o
or -2
-

The genitive and the accusative of the dual cannot be distinguished from the same
cases of the sound masculine in unpointed typeface.
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dual sg.
AR AT RO Y
n. QW\ UL:.A.lM NN FIN A
- .
oo 25 %% orr (o8 WAOER s
> > - z
orr 2 s %2 orr Pos LY s Z. %
P >

The ending O is dropped if the dual is in the construct state, e.g. if it functions as
the 1% term of an Idafa or if an affixed pronoun has been added. The same applies
to the sound plural.

PR
the two companions of the delegation 'U)M L‘”\J‘
with the two companions of the delegation .ujj\ u_u\;,i C;
her two escorts/ with her two escorts L@.J.é\;.i /cﬁ / LALL%\J.A

The affixed pronoun of the 1% p.sg., if added to a dual form, is gS :

my two friends Swlis

There is agreement in case, state, gender and number between a noun in the dual
and an adjectival attributive adjunct:

indef. okflg.);.-(J\) o@;i(j) O () om;i(j)

g s ke hasd nl i

2 0‘/

° ¥ ° z
, JZL»J\ AR | e codeh

Two attributive adjuncts in the smgular can also be employed instead of one
attributive adjunct in the dual. In this case, each of them belongs to only one of
the two concepts embodied in the dual form of the noun respectively:

- the two teachers, the old one and the new 3
: ) ,u_x>J\ ,u.ﬂ\ u\Al.m.S\
one = the old and the new teacher 7 (‘

 the Syrian and the Iraqi government Z\:.Ek:,g_l\j Z;JJ:MJ\ uCﬂjﬁzJ\/

Dual of the Pronoun
Both the independent and the affixed pronouns have dual forms in the 3 and
2"%p. The suffix is -d.

affixed pronouns independent pronouns
them both; both their Us - both of them Y
both of you/you both; both your WS- | both of you ]
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The duals of “father”, “brother”, “father-in-law” are as follows (& p. 125):

dual sg.
a./g. n. a. g. n.
Jather o o J _f L
brother uJy-‘ O\};-T G C\ ﬂcﬂ
father-in-law | 5 so Ol e e > o
The following forms must be used when combining the dual with “my”, “your”...:
g./a. n.
my two... | your two... | my two | your two... | two... | my ...
[ y/ b s y0r y/ - - y/ AT y/ - y/ y/
teacher P O - VA Vs Bl W PR G WU PO RN P
bags “ Gt Ul 3L Ol I
brother ;;-\ SL sl Azl o=l |
@ o £ < o £ o £ e f - £ o £
sister &) Sl sl gl ol |
building sl Sl | Gk | HsE | okl | G

The Use of %S (m.) and ks (f)

Arabic uses S and &S to emphasize “both” which is already expressed by a

noun in the dual. They are not declined when preceding a noun in the dual:

Both students are diligent. 1. UU‘@*’J’ J.J\L_S\ v\-{
with both students g J‘J/L‘L—“ 3)‘-/{ @
I saw both students. a. U"‘:}LLJ\ % LJU
Both students are diligent (f.). n UUJ@-:’J‘ g-/-J\L-“ u?
with both students (f). g &rﬂdﬂj‘ Ll./( C‘
I saw both students (f.). a. J‘Jw\ Ll/f }u-"/)

MS” and WS are declined when connected to a dual possessive suffix:

-
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I was welcomed by both the students. n. L«;% iJ\JLLJ* u..l;zwu\
He met both the students. g. \;4_.1_{ gJLLj\_, ”CQ_;_\
He saw both the students. a. \-‘*-G-JS J«J/\L-S‘ L—)B
Iwas welcomed by both the students (f). n. L‘*i’u-{ QULL—“ gj:-ﬂ-w“
He met both the students(f). g. Lm@-ml{ JWJ\LJ\J cl.::-\
He saw both the students (f). a. L«./@..Jf JJ/LLH i,_;\;
If Y or Uf are the subject, the following verb or adjective is usually singular:
They both left yesterday. uw"/ )3\-9 L;-;Y\/f
They both (f.) left yesterday. uw“‘/ L;S\:'c L;_},u_/{

They are both new. J.J.A:- \.A.a))\_f

They are both (f.) new. cJujb- MLL/{

The Dual of the Demonstrative Pronouns
The demonstratives s / |Aa have the same dual suffix that the noun has:

f. m.
n. OB Ol
g./a, e ks

In the feminine dual form of the demonstrative the long vowel @ in the first
syllable is also expressed in the typeface.

The Verbal Dual Forms (<&~ the verbs for details)

Perfect tense: The suffix -a is added to the 3" p.sg. m. and f. and to the 2" p.pl.m.
Imperfect tense: The suffix -ani is added to the 3 p.sg.m. and f. and to the 2™

p.sg.m.:

imperfect tense perfect tense
3" p.m. dva i (L)
39p £ OV il (L)
2"p. W Cda (2N
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The ending O is dropped in the subjunctive and in the jussive.
Imperative: The dual suffix @ is added to the masculine imperative of the singular:

o A °
UESTT ¢ Slsa!

There is no verbal dual form in any modern Arabic dialect, but some dialects have
the nominal dual. Adjectives, however, are not attested in the dual in any known

colloquial.

%5 YR 1
DECLENSION (i y231) AND NUNATION ((y 5:31)

s0 R . . 3 o . .
An Arabic noun may be declinable (i)j’u) or indeclinable (_ s+). The majority of
nouns have three cases which are characterized in Arabic by means of the three
0/ 6‘; OE ° P @g
short vowels: -u = nominative (}Cé)\), -i = genitive (=) /;,'alpdﬂ), -a =

. 5 o &F . .
accusative (g_,«a.ﬂ\). Damma, Kasra and Fatha represent them in vocalized texts.

n. the new teacher i\w\-;\ (:L-U\ al-mu‘allimu [-gadidu

g. of the new teacher u\wd-\ r.l:i)\ al-mu'allimi I-gadidi

a. the new teacher ,u.x;L\ ,.j:oi-“ al-mu'allima I-gadida

n. the new teacher (f.) :AMJ—\ :uixiﬁ al-mu ‘allimatu [-gadidatu
Ca—

g. | of the new teacher (f.) o,u.x_-l-\ EWIA

al-mu'allimati I-gadidati

a. the new teacher (f.) souad) 3Ll

al-mu'allimata I-gadidata

An -n (Nin) is pronounced after the case endings -, -i, -a as a characteristic sign

of indefiniteness. This process is called Nunation. Consequently, the endings -un,

-in, -an are formed. Nunation is expressed in vocalized texts by the doubling of
£ Zz

the respective sign that represents the vowel: =-un, =-in, =-an.

Indefinite nouns in the accusative case which do not end with s (7a" marbita)
terminate in A/if, which, however, does not express a sound quality.

n. | anew teacher NURES mu‘allimun gadidun
" ) - y/ A . . v .
g. of a new teacher R ("L” mu ‘allimin gadidin
T
- -2
a. | anew teacher gt Lales mu 'alliman gadidan
1‘/ - P J/ 9/ 3
n. | anew teacher (f.) ENURER-INEY mu‘allimatun gadidatun
- - - - y/ 2
g. | of a new teacher (f.) EUREIN Y mu ‘allimatin gadidatin
a. | anew teacher (f.) ENURER- N mu ‘allimatan gadidatan
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Declension and Nunation

Certain Arabic words have only two case endings because of their word structure,

some even only one (& Diptotes, Indeclinable Nouns).

. . - _
The declensional endings of the sound plural of masc. words are: O s+— -iina =
. . < - . n P o
nominative and _.— -ina = genitive and accusative, of feminine words: ol -
atu(n) = nominative and <\ -ari(n) = genitive and accusative.

Z

definite indefinite
n. O sedaall Ojil;.; (al-)mu’allimina
Y 50 PR O
g. Crvadaso]] Creads (al-)mu ‘allimina
a. Cpadaall Cpalae (al-)mu'allimina
n. N muallimatun
g Oldxs mu ‘allimatin
a. o ladas mu'allimdtin
n. Ul (al-)mu ‘allimdatu
g. WA (al-)mu ‘allimati
a. WY (al-)mu ‘allimati
The broken plural has the same declensional endings as the singular.
pl. | sg.
indefinite
- ;)UT aqlamun ;-13 qalamun
& (WT aglamin o galamin
a Ll aglaman L3 galaman
definite
- éWY’ al-aglamu ;JJJT al-galamu
& (DUY\ al-aqlami (»-UJ\ al-qalami
a (WY‘ al-aglama {»Lﬂ\ al-qalama
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The functions of the cases:

nominative = case of the subject,

genitive = case required by prepositions and case of the attributive adjunct,
accusative = case of the direct object and of adverbs.

There is no universal rule whether the endings are pronounced or not. Only some
endings are pronounced in colloquial language, whereas they can be fully heard in
recitations.

DIPTOTES (52l 1 &8 s5a)) s LT [ 8 el 22 LA

Indefinite nouns with nunation and three cases are called triptotes. Indefinite
nouns without nunation and only two cases are called diptotes. Diptotes are
usually indicated by a final Damma. Accordingly, the characteristic of diptotes is
that the final Nam is missing and that the genitive and accusative endings are the
same if the diptotes are not defined by the article or otherwise. Diptotes which are
defined by the article or otherwise consequently change into triptotes.

diptotes/triptotes diptotes triptotes
(definite) (indeﬁnite)
R Ll 5 0
& sUalll A Ul L 25 )
2 ) (L L PRty

The following nouns are usually diptotes:
a) proper names

2 2 2 ° 2

. . . A .

proper names with the ending OV : u\..m) Wlaze (OLAs

minin f havin , PR

fe minine proper names regardless of having a . L:« ¥ l G A g
feminine ending:

2 2 [

masculine proper names with a feminine ending: 3 e b

proper names of foreign origin when consisting of

2
P o~ bl -0
SRy (,...J:\ |
more than three letters: i S

. . R 3o S o0 -
combined proper names forming one word: Ay g Ellay cuyﬁb
; .
proper names of the pattern _=: C,a c&) cf,@i L;o.jp
. . j] /. Z . £ 3.0 £
proper names with the following structures: N cdfﬂ Ve C-/\JJJ

b) adjectives having the following patterns:

f

e ) G [ s ] s |
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c) broken plurals with the following patterns (&~ Number):

J{\;é/gftéf/ﬂé/mfﬁ/m;s/&{ué/k@/st;é/df\;ﬁé

d) nouns with the ending s!: (s! ;>2)

o Ry - 2 oo ff
INDECLINABLE NOUNS (sl ¥! (30 ciall)

Arabic has numerous indeclinable nouns which never change their endings
regardless of their position in a sentence.

There are two types of indeclinable nouns:

a) Nouns indeclinable by origin:

- PR . oF L -2
personal and affixed pronouns A A N PTG R g

But if the vowel -i or -7 (also -ay), usually found as an ending of the genitive case,
precedes the affixed pronoun, the -u of the suffixes of the 3rd person changes into -i:

2 o 8 ° ) [
=) V.A = - SRR
demonstrative pronouns (except the dual of 11 and s»)
relative pronouns (except the dual of (sl and _Jf)
- z 2
particles for conditions 13 (e dlei) (et (Lo e
interrogative pronouns (,5 42};\ ‘é’ cas b ‘u"
£t e
some adverbial particles N ey
b) Nouns indeclinable by their position or construction
numbers from 11 — 19 (except 12) Ul ae aw Cﬁ
. . . ° [ ° & - . - o- & -
Y + following noun in the accusative g Y e e Y g ey Vs Y
some nouns denoting time and ¢ RS LRSS
. . - «? .
directions JUZ el cﬂ.ié ‘(M
., 207, Y s, J/J foe. a0
the particle . after ) /Y 5 Y O s st sls
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2 o & £
THE “FIVE NOUNS” (dw>d! ¢l ¥1) AND OTHER IRREGULAR NOUNS

Some nouns have anomalous plurals and special patterns when being in the
construct state or when followed by a suffix starting with a consonant. The
following table gives the respective patterns of the so-called “Five Nouns”
and some frequent nouns with special patterns for singular, dual and plural:

g./a. | n. g./a. | n. a. g. n.
pl dual S.
;\:T/ Ul ;\j u:}j Q\};\ v *&T * g ij
f/o /,./a /a//s’ /,, . £ /E 2 £ u £
ay%/fj};/ OF\/Q\F\/ o | O il e T
T A o P P i
;LA}\/%LA}\ e Lo EJ.)‘}A.’. t)\j.«:- * Lo~ "L;:s} * go (._>~
INgHIR ¥ R TR T P g .
z - 2 - 2 - —
&= Genitive with ¢ and <!> els 33
P w .. £ oro £ o 2 [ o Bl w o # w o £
C)\jp'-\ g_)b;'-\ w.:}-\ QL::—V Lol | o) | e o
) T w i ) osf ) T 22 | e2 37 '
L < lgs O.:.A\ Ol Lo} | (\ (\

*w/w kg | 04 uw\ RIEC IO LI ! s )
il ot Gl
fYL;g/gj\;v 3\;) RUESS e ‘:;" &l :f’ 3 :f"
Lifels N I S S R
Lalis folis Mir | A | OUks | Ak | ik | A | aG
Gl |30 /30| G | ol | 6 | oG | 6 | G
Ul / suf U S oy | X w | X

* These special patterns are only used when being in the construct state or when
followed by a suffix starting with a consonant.

** Ibn is written with A/if (:»)) only at the beginning of a sentence or a new line
or if it is the first part of a nande.
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THE ARTICLE (wf.:.i\ 315 h

The definite article “the” is J‘ in Arabic. It remains unchanged for any noun,
adjective, participle or numeral regardless of gender, case and number. It is
connected with the following word, forming a phonetical unit with it. There is no
indefinite article in Arabic.

2 0/5‘/ ® o~
the house ! house S
", Jo‘/ aﬁ/n 2
the room W 2l room e

A noun which is preceded by the article JI'is called a definite noun.

Although proper names are definite as such and therefore do not need the definite
article, many Arab names contain the article.

2 2

e & 4 So, -

O “Lebanon”, e “Muhammad”, s> “Damascus”

3 FRPs 2 .

PRI e =79 RSN 113 [TEA -
But: &\ e “dbdullah”, &> NV “Jordan”, 5 »&

-

i

“Cairo”

If the noun begins with one of the following consonants
OLJc.bc.bcu'acupcubnuﬂcjcjcbcbcgbco

the J of the article is assimilated, and therefore not pronounced, and the

respective above-mentioned consonant is doubled, i.e. it takes the Sadda:

assimilated not assimilated
b s £ 3 0%
the friend = as-sadiqu Sl the house  al-baytu !
P 270 5%
the man  ar-ragulu J->- Bl the room . al-gurfatu i all
s o F PPt
the sun as-Samsu i) the moon  al-gamaru el

-a
The letters the J of the artlcle is assimilated to are called Ll J);" sun

letters”, the others are called 4 4-’ fd Y B ,>- “moon letters”.

The Hamza of the article f is only pronounced as a glottal stop when the
respective word preceded by the article introduces a sentence or an independent
part of a sentence. Otherwise Hamza is replaced by Wasla T which denotes that

the | is no longer pronounced as a glottal stop.
A pronounced Hamza is called Hamzat al-qat'. Hamza that is not pronounced is

called Hamzat al-wasl or simply Wasla.
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He is the teacher. MT ji the teacher (ii;i_ﬁ\
pronounced. huwal-mu 'allimu al-mu‘allimu
with the friend UJ.J:AT CA the friend :5.,.,\5,45\/
pronounced. ma'as-sadiqi as-sadiqu
Where is the sun? ?:J.;fﬁ‘\’ Lﬁf the sun ;,MiJﬂ/
pronounced: aynas-Samsu as-Samsu

All final vowels followed by the article J7 of the next word are pronounced as

short vowels in order to allow smooth linkage between the words:

ﬁ + al-bayt = fil-bayti (in the house) i 3 @ g,.AJ\ +2

‘ald + at-tawila = ‘alat-tawilati (on the table) U;Uaj g;LP = :d)uiﬁ +<_sl-/"

The final Sukan of a word usually turns into Kasra acting as an auxiliary vowel
if it is followed by the article JT of the next word:

Take the book! T i e i
She wrote the letter. AL e

However, the preposition JA takes Fatha as an auxiliary vowel:

Jfrom /out of the house | o

Some pronouns and verbal suffixes which contain the vowel u take Damma as
their auxiliary vowel.

The preposition J is directly linked to the following noun and the Alif is
therefore omitted:”

Pronounced: lir-raguli J;-;U = j;ij\ +J

If the definite article is preceded by ¢ “and”, this s is always directly linked (i.e.
without space) to the article followed by | (Wasia):

A 1:“-’//_ 32 5%. 4 1 %
the director, the teachers and the students ] FRSEYSON| o kadl
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°

CONSTRUCT (uw‘ﬁ\) AND GENITIVE (uu:d\ /:.;d

f

A noun can be defined more closely by a subsequent noun in the genitive. The
relation of both nouns to each other is that of a governing noun to an attributive
adjunct in the function of the 1" term (JL,QAJ\) and the 2" term (d\ JL@J\) of
an Iddfa (MWW) i.e. genitive construction.

The first (governing) noun is in the so-called construct state; i.e. it does not take

the article or nunation. The last noun is always in the genitive case and may be
definite or indefinite according to the intended meaning of the whole expression.

the house of a man J e
the house of the man J-;:-“ LM;

If the word in the construct state terminates in s, the 74" marbiita changes

. o o A

- T o1 - v . . .
mto fu . Ldadl des Pronounce: Santatu-l-mu'allimati
in the nominative .
into -fi STat LT e
: .. e dois Pronounce: Santati-1-mu‘allimati
in the genitive . p
into -ta

£ o -
PROS] o . . . .
. . Ly iy Pronounce: Santata-1-mu'allimati
in the accusative _

The genitive construction does not only characterize possession, like in the

LR A [ . . . . .
example J>, <, it also characterizes membership or close association:

the member of an Arab delegation J_p ,\.aj }42
As well as a characteristic feature or a quality:
the symbol of credibility 4.:9\:3:4.4 i"‘;

z -

Inquiring about ownership is also expressed in the form of a genitive construction.

s 0 - & ori

“Whose house is this?” eI RS

Word combinations like “a house of the man”, “a member of the Arab
delegation” etc. are expressed by means of the preposition :»» (sometimes J ).

v

a house of the man J>-;5‘ Sl
lit.. a house from the houses of the man s

a member of the Arab delegation lit.: a member Rl J\_fa/ RIS IR
out of the members of the Arab delegation “gfd . )J c T

All terms except the last in a genitive construction consisting of several terms
(genitive chain) are in the construct state.

the doors of the buildings of the management \ Llf SRRy of
of the faculties of the university WK}J =0 3L g
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Not more than one noun should constitute the 1* term of a genitive construction -
in good style. Whereas we say in English e.g. “the head and the members of the
delegation”, i.e. two nouns followed by a genitive, we only take one noun as the
governing noun in Arabic, place the other one behind the genitive construction
and connect it with the 2™ term of the latter by the appropriate affixed pronoun:

22 - o 5o

lit.: the head of the delegation and its members a5lasly W) iyw)

However, we find that the 1* term consists of more than one noun forming a more
or less inseparable unit in some set expressions:

the General Secretary of the party quj\ é\_}« i,u\
the General Secretary of the union >L>:§Z\ i,w i,\,:a\
the general manager of the company ety ;MS\ ?L’c ;.xi
the public prosecutor zjjj;L;J\ ?L/c u.pfxi
Mufti of the kingdom A ;\}- u“"i

The following rules regarding definiteness apply to the genitive construction:

a) If the 2" term of the Idafa is definite, the 1* term, which is in the construct
state, is also regarded as definite. Consequently, an adjectival attributive adjunct
ascribed to the 1*'term has to be construed with the article.

However, as the terms of the genitive construction must not be separated (with
one exception: &= Demonstrative Pronouns), the attributive adjunct must either
follow the whole genitive construction:

the new house of the man 25l J-;&)\ e
the house of the new man KAea J;;!‘ Jvd

or else it follows the 1% term, so that ambiguity can be avoided, and the 2" term
of the genitive construction which has been dissolved by now is added by means
of J . This type of construction is rather frequent in modern Arabic:

28,4 it
the new house of the man J";U Qo &L

b) If the 2™ term of the Jdafa is indefinite, the 1% term in the construct state is
regarded as indefinite:

. - ? ° 2 o-
an investment bank Sl 2

An adjectival attributive adjunct ascribed to the 1* term of an Idafa, i.e. to o

follows an indefinite:

. R 2% s e
- a new investment bank Ll Sl



https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511997921.006
https://www.cambridge.org/core

130 Construct and Genitive

Th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>