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Understanding Prefixes

Directions: Match each word with its meaning. Write the number of the word by its

meaning.
. exhale breathe in
2. inhale breathe out
3. misread read wrongly
Y. reread read again
5. bicycle three-wheeled cycle
6. tricycle two-wheeled cycle

Directions: Use the words above to complete the sentences.

. Allen likes to

N

. Carmenisina

the fresh mountain air.

race today.

(4

. The model airplane you put together may not work if you

the directions.

4. The toddler’s

is in the garage.

5. Matt wants to

this book.

6. Take in a deep breath, then

Total Reading Grade 6
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Make It Real

Directions: Liz wants to enter a story-writing contest. She wrote down all the ideas that
came info her head. Then, she decided that she wants to make her story realistic.
Circle the details that she might use in her story.

Possible settings:

a)
)
<)
d)
e)
P
9
h)

)

)

the year 2525

the present

five years ago

a small fown

a softball field

a spaceship going to Neptune

a castle where fime is standing still
a surprise party

a mermaid’s cave under the sea

a rocket going to the Moon

Possible characters:

K
D

the Boogie Monster

a talking frog

m) a pet pig

n)
0)
P)
e))

o)

a sixth-grade Qirl
someone’s grandfather
a girl who can fly

a mermaid

a boy who can do magic tricks

Total Reading Grade 6

Possible plot problems:

s)

;

A softball team has never won q |
game, |

A magic pearl fell into the sea and
must be found.

The main character wants to impress
a new neighbor.

Space aliens are planning to steal
Earth’s water.

The character has to answer a riddle
in order to free himself or herself from
the prison of an evil princess.

The character gets upset when
Grandfather moves in.

The character’s two best friends have ‘
been quarreling.

The characters in a book come to life. ‘

|
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Fantasy or Reality

Name

It’s Impossible!

Directions: Eli is visiting his cousin Jacob. He'd like to read a fantasy story at bedfime.
He selects some books and reads a passage from each. Make a check mark in front
of each passage that could have come from a fantasy book. Then, underline the
words or sentences that make you feel sure of this.

sSuddenly the banging, clattering.
and crashing stopped. The furious roar
of the wind died down. The eerie
silence was almost as scary as the
raging of the storm. Ben started toward
the cellar stairs, but his uncle pulled
him back. *It's not safe yet,” he said.
"We're just in the eye of the tornado.”

Miranda closed her eyes and
counted to ten, just as the old woman
had told her to do. When she opened
her eyes again, she was sfill sifting on
the grass with Snowball, her cat, beside
her. The difference, however, was that
she was now scarcely any taller than
the cat. Snowball narrowed his eyes
and growled softly at her.

Carlos waded to the shore, holding
tight to the silver coin that Adrian had
given him. What had Adrian said? "If
you need help, rub the coin and say
my name and | will be there. But [ will
come only once.” Beyond the
shimmering white beach stretched the
dense, gloomy forest that he must pass
through to reach Evershade.

It seemed impossible that a castle
should have so many halls and all of
them so much alike, Gabrielle thought
to herself as she darted around yet
another cormner. She was desperate to
find a staircase. She dreaded being
caught where she shouldn’t have
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been, yet she also hoped that
someone would find her soon and lead
her back to her tour group.

The road beyond the wooden
bridge forked in two directions. One
followed the stream burbling and
twinkling under the bridge. The other
path, nearly overgrown with weeds,
led up the hillside and toward the rocky
cliffs. Emma hesitated, her map now
useless. “If l were you, I'd go to the
left,” remarked an ancient turtle that
had been sunning itself on the bank.
It then slid into the water with a soft

plop.

Jun watched his older brother with
envy. This was going to be Ho's first
year in the dragon, and he had taken
what seemed like hours to dress. Now,
he was carefully combing and
recombing his hair in front of the mirror,

"No one’s going to see anything but
your feet,” Jun said crossly. "You'd think
you were going to lead the whole
parade.”

Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Choices, Choices

Directions: Read each summary and write two more sentences that could be added to
it. The first sentence should suggest a realistic plot. The second should turn the story into
a fantasy. The first one has been deone for you.

|. Brooke and Brendan’s family has inherited Aunt May’s old house in the country. They
decide to spend the summer fixing it up. As they are cleaning out the basement,
Brooke and Brendan make a surprising discovery.

) hev find a scrocbook with oho’ros of a o|r| who looks |
like she could be Brooke’s twin.
| hez discover a tunnel that leads to a different world

each time ‘rhey follow it.

2. Juan’s older brother and his friends say Juan isn't good enough to play basketball with
them. Feeling sad, Juan goes to practice by himself in the empty schoolyard.

3. Mrs. Maychek is a quiet, shy old woman who lives in the apartment next door to Malik's
family. One day, Mdlik rescues Mrs. Maychek’s cat from a fierce bulldog and carries
the injured cat to its owner. Mrs. Maychek invites Malik inside and gives him cake and
cocoea. Then, Malik notices something interesting as he locoks around the living room.

4. Tony’s friends have all gone away for the summer, and he is sure he’ll have a roften
summer. However, Uncle Mafthew stops by with an “unbirthday” gift that he says will
solve Tony's problem. The gift is a box full of envelopes, and he is to open one each
day. Eagerly, he tears open the first envelope.

Total Reading Grade 6 % Fantasy or Reality
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The Author’s Purpose

Authors write to entertain, inform, or persuade. To entertain means to hold the attention
of or to amuse someone. A fiction book about outer space enfertains its reader, as does
a joke book.

To inform means to give factual information. A cookbook informs the reader of new recipes.
A newspaper tells what is happening in the world.

To persuade people means to convince them. Newspaper editorial writers try to persuade

readers to accept their opinions. Doctors write health columns to persuade readers to eat
nutritious foods.

Directions: Read each of the passages below. Tell whether they entertain, inform, or
persuade. (They may do more than one.) Give the reasons why.

George Washington was born in a brick house near the Potomac River in Virginia on
Feb. |1, 1732. When he was | | years old, Geocrge went to live with his half-brother, Lawrence,
at Mount Vernon.

Author’s Purpose:

Reason:

When George Washington was a child, he always measured and counted things.
Maybe that is why he became a surveyor when he grew up. Surveyors like to measure and
count things, too.

Author’s Purpose:

Reason:

George Washington was the best president America has ever had. He led a new nation
to independence. He made all the states feel as if they were part of the United States. All
presidents should be as involved with the country as George Washington was.

Author’s Purpose:

Reason:

Author’s Purpose Total Reading Grade 6




Liamas

Directions: Read each paragraph. Tell whether it informs, entertains,
or persuades. One paragraph does more than one. Then, write
your reasons on the lines below.

A llama (LAH'MAH) is a South American animal that is related
to the camel. It is raised for its wool. Also, it can carry heavy loads.
Some people who live near mountains in the United States frain
llamas to go on mountain trips. Llamas are sure-footed because
they have two long toes and toenails.

Author’s Purpose:

Reason:

Llamas are the best animals to have if you're planning to backpack in the mountains.
They can climb easily and carry your supplies. No one should ever go for a long hiking trip
in the mountains without a llama.

Author’s Purpose: :

Reason: .

Llamas can be stubborn animals. Sometimes, they suddenly stop walking for no reason.
People have to push them to get them moving again. Stubborn llamas can be frustrating
when hiking up a steep mountain.

Author’s Purpose:

Reason:

Greg is an | I-year-old boy who raises llamas to climb mountains. One of his llamas is
named Dallas. Although there are special saddles for llamas, Greg likes to ride bareback.

Author’s Purpose:

Recason:

Now, use a separate sheet of paper to inform readers about llamas. .

T
Total Reading Grade 6 104 Author’s Purpose |
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Roller Coasters

Directions: Read each paragraph and determine the author’s purpose. Then, write down
your reason on the line below.

Roller coaster rides are thrilling. The cars chug up the hills and then fly
down them. People scream and laugh. They clutch their seats and sometimes
raise their arms above their heads.

Author’s Purpose:

Reason:

The first roller coasters were giant slides made of ice in Russia. That was
more than 300 years ago! The slides were about /70 feet high, and people
had fo climb steep ladders o reach their tops. Riders got into carts and
slid down very fast, Then, they climbed the ladders again. Early roller coasters
were more work than fun.

Author’s Purpose:

Reason:

The first roller coaster in America was built in 1884, It cost only a nickel
to ride the “Switchback Gravity Pleasure Railway” at Coney Island in New
York. Roller coasters did not become very popular until the late 1920s.

Author’s Purpose:

Reason:

Have you ever ridden a giant roller coaster? Some of the most famous
ones in the world include the “Mamba” at Worlds of Fun in Kansas City,
Missouri; the “Ultra Twister” at Six Flags Astroworld in Houston, Texas; and
the "Magnum” at Cedar Point in Sandusky, Ohio. Roller coasters are fun
because they have thrilling twists and furns, Some go very high and some
turn upside down. Everyone should go on a roller coaster at least once in
his or her life.

Author’s Purpose:

Reason:

Now, use a separate sheet of paper 10 persuade people 1o ride roller coasters.

—

===
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Review |

Directions: Follow the instructions for each section.

. Write a paragraph about a sport in which you are informing your audience. |

2. Write a paragraph about the circus in which you are entertaining your audience.

R

3. Write a paragraph about the desire for a later bedtime in which you are persuodmg
your audience. ;

Total Reading Grade 6 W Author’s Purpose '



Name

A Reason for Everything!

Directions: Below are the beginnings of some letters that David wrote. Tell why he wrote
each one. Make sure to include the author’s purpose for writing: fo inform, to entertain,
to persuade, or to express feelings, opinions, or beliefs.

Dear Aunt Grace,

Thanks so much for the kaleidoscope kit you sent for my birthday. I never would have
guessed that making a kaleidoscope was so much fun. [ have finished one, and I am
about to try making some of the others shown in the book.

Dear Miguel,

We arrived in Monterey yesterday. Monterey was Cdalifornia’s capital city under the
Mexican government, so it has many historic buildings. Today, we visited the old state
custom house, a whaling station, and an old adobe house that is a museum. The adobe
house had an old-fashioned garden and live farm animals you could pet.

Dear Jeff,

It's too bad you are away at camp. [ have to tell you what you missed. While the
Yees were away, they had a student house-sit and care for their hamster. He didn't
know much about hamsters. Well, the hamster got outf, and the house-sitter looked all
over for it. He finally found it but had a terrible time catching it. When the Yees got
back, they found a mouse in the hamster hut!

Dear Editor,

Rocky Point Beach has become so littered that it is starting to look like a junkyard.
You can see newspapers, cans, botties, and food wrappers everywhere. [ even saw
parts of an old wet suit, a broken baby carrier, and a supermarket cart. The Recreation
Department does not have the funds to clean it up, so it is up to the public. Two classes
from my school will be there for a clean-up day on April 13. We'd like everyone who
cares about the beach to come out and join us at Q:00 a.m.

Author’s Purpose ' 107 Total Reading Grade 6



Paws With a Cause

Paws With a Cause (PAWS) is a
nonprofit crganization that provides
specially frained “hearing” and “service”
dogs to people with disabilities. It began
in 1979 in Byron Center, Michigan, and
was originally called Ears for the Dedf.

At first, the organization trained dogs
to assist the hearing impaired. Over time,
they expanded their service 1o fraining
“service” dogs. A service dog allows a
physically challenged person to have
more independence. In addition, PAWS
trains dogs to help individuals with
multiple handicaps.

PAWS trainers select dogs from animal
shelters and humane societies across the
United States. Over 95 percent of the
hearing dogs have been saved from
possible death at these shelters. These
dogs are then taken to the fraining
center, where they spend several months
in specific skill tfraining.

The dogs’ training consists of three
parts. All the dogs are given basic
obedience training. They learn to respond
to commands such as “sit,” “come,” and
“down.” Dogs being trained for the
hearing impaired are also given specific
sound-alert fraining. These dogs learn to
respond 1o six sounds: doocr knock,
doorbell ring, two types of telephone
rings. alarm clock, smoke alarm, and an
infruder. Service dogs receive advanced
training geared to the individual person’s
needs. They may learn how to turn off
lights, pick up dropped cbjects, close
doors, or serve as a support for walking.
The third phase of fraining takes place at
the recipient’s home. A field frainer helps

Total Reading Grade 6

the dog bond with a new owner, learn
commands, and get familiar with the
needs and routfines of the owner,

A trained dog is expensive. A hearing
dog costs approximately $5,000. A service
dog cosfs around $8,500. Individuals with
disabilities may purchase the dogs with
their own money. PAWS has an active
donation fund to assist individuals with the
expenses incurred, but the waiting period
is lengthy. Some organizafions sponsor
walk-a-thons or other fund drives fo raise
money for a member of their community.
Also, generous students have eamed
money through creative methods such as
the "Read-a-Million-Minutes” program.

In addition to rescuing many dogs
from animal shelters and then fraining
them for specific service, PAWS spends a
great deal of time educating the public.
Through community awareness
presentations, PAWS is helping the public
understand the legal rights of dogs for the
hearing impaired and service dogs and
the need for these dogs. With the help of
these dogs, having a disability does not
mean living with an inability.

108 Author’s Purpose

R R R R R R R



Name

Paws With a Cause

Directions: One way the author demonstrates o purpose for writing is in the information
he or she chooses o include. Complete the story map with details from the passage.

( . PAWS provides three services: >
[
. train dogs

. ); JC
C

I. Dogs are trained to serve 2
A. B. &

three types of clients:
[

Y | P
< III. Training consists of: )

IV. Write a sentence summarizing the author’s purpose in giving these details in “Paws
With a Cause.”

Author’s Purpose - 109

Total Reading Grade 6
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Directions: Match the words in the word box with their definitions below. Write them in
the correct places in the puzzle.

AcCross Down
b—rotperiect

T make new agatin

8—anshore,

Prefixes and Suffixes m Total Reading Grade 6




The word photfography means “writing with light.”
Photois from the Greek word photos, which means “light.”
Graphy is from the Greek word graphic, which means
“writing.” Cameras don't literally write pictures, of course.
Instead, they imprint an image onto a piece of film.

Even the most sophisticated camera is basically a box
with a piece of light-sensitive film inside. The box has a hole ;
at the opposite end from the film. The light enters the box ’rhrough
the hole—the camera’s lens—and shines on the surface of the film to create a picture.
The picture that’s created on the film is the image the camera’s lens is pointed toward.

A lens is a circle of glass that is thinner at the edges and thicker in the center. The outer
edges of the lens collect the light rays and draw them together at the center of the lens.

The shutter helps control the amount of light that enters the lens. Too much light will
make the picture too light. Too liftle light will result in a dark picture. Electronic flash—either
built info the camera or attached to the top of it—provides light when needed.

Cameras with automatic electronic flashes provide the additional light automatically.
Electronic flashes—or simply “flashes,” as they are often called—require batteries. If your
flash quits working, a dead battery is probably the cause.

Directions: Answer these questions about photography.

I. From what language is the word photography derived?

2. Where is the camera lens thickest?

3. What do the outer edges of the lens do?

4. When is a flash needed?

5. What does the shutter do?

Total Reading Grade 6 110 Photography
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Comprehension: Photography Terms

Like other good professionals, photographers make their craft look
easy. Their skill—like that of the graceful ice skater—comes from years
of practice. Where skaters develop a sense of balance, photographers
develop an “eye” for pictures. They can make important technical
decisions about photographing, or "shooting,” a particular scene in the
twinkling of an eye.

It's interesting to know some of the technical language that
professional photographers use. “Angle of view” refers to the angle from
which a photograph is taken. "Depth of field” is the distance between
the nearest point and the farthest point that is in focus in a photo.

“Filling the frame” refers to the amount of space the object being
photographed takes up in the picture. A close-up picture of a dog,
flower, or person would fill the frame. A far-away picture would not.

“"ASA” refers to the speed of different types of films. "Speed” means the film’s sensitivity
to light. The lefters ASA stand for the American Standards Association. Filrm manufacturers
give their films ratings of 200ASA, HOOASA, and so on to indicate film speed. The higher the
number on the film, the higher its sensitivity to light, and the faster its speed. The faster its
speed, the better it will be at clearly capturing sports images and other action shots.

Directions: Answer these question about photography terms.

I. Name another term for photographing.

2. This is the distance between the nearest point and the farthest point that is in focus in a
photo.

3. This refers to the speed of different types of film.

4. A close-up picture of someone’s face would

[ ] provide depth of field. [ ] create an ASA. [ ]fil the frame.
5. To photograph a swimming child, which film speed is better?
[_]200AsA [ ]uooAsA
Photography !“!1 ' Total Reading Grade 6
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Animals are a favorite subject of
many young photographers. Cats, dogs,
hamsters, and other pets top the list,
followed by zoo animals and the
occasional lizard.

Because it's hard 1o get them to sit sfill and * perform on command,” some professional
photographers refuse to photograph pets. There are ways around the problem of short
attention spans, however.

Cne way to get an appealing portrait of a cat or dog is to hold a biscuit or treat above
the camera. The animal’s longing look toward the food will be captured by the camera
as a soulful gaze. Because it’s above the camera—out of the camera’s range—the treat
won't appear in the picture. When you show the picture to your friends afterwards, they
will be impressed by your pet’s loving expression.

If you are using fast film, you can take some good, quick shots of a pet by simply
snapping a picture right after calling its name. You'll get a different expression from your
pet using this fechnique. Depending on your pet’s disposition, the picture will capture an
inquisitive expression or possibly a look of annoyance, especially if you've awakenad Rover
from a nap!

Taking pictures of zoo animals requires a litfle more patience, After all, you can’t wake
up a lion! You may have to wait for a while until the animal does something interesting or
moves into a posifion for you fo get a good shot. When photographing zoo animails, don’f
get too close to the cages, and never tap on the glass or throw things between the bars
of a cage! Concentrate on shooting some good pictures, and always respect the animals
you are photographing.

Directions: Answer these questions about photographing animals.

I. Why do some professionals dislike photographing animails?

2. What speed of film should you use to photograph quick-moving pets?

3. To capture a pet’s loving expression, hold this out of camera range.

4. Compared fo taking pictures of pets, what does photographing zoo animals require?

Total Reading Grade 6 112 Photography
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Main Idea/Recalling Details: Kites

Kites are a familiar sight on breezy fall days. They come in @

invented kites, but kites have been flown since the beginning >
of recorded history. While today children and adults use them =7
for recreation, throughout history kites have had other uses. A

In the United States, kites have been used in weather and ¥
other scientific research experiments. Before airplanes and weather
balloons, the National Weather Service had kites carry weather
instruments as high as 4 miles above the earth. In addition, the United .
States military used kites for observing the enemy and sending messages between troops.

In other countries, kites had cultural and religious importance. The ancient Chinese flew
kites over their homes to drive out evil spirits, The Chinese sftill enjoy kites so much that one
day each year they celebrate Kites’ Day.

On some Pacific islands, kites were thought to have spiritual qualities. They were believed
to symbolize both sides of nature—life and death. On some Polynesian islands, kites were
used as protection against evil. These kites were often shaped like birds and used as soaring
messengers to the heavens. In Hawaii, kites were also used to establish land ownership. A
kite was released in the air, and a claim was given for the area where it came down.

Directions: Answer these questions about kites.

1. The main ideaq is:

[] Kites comeina great variety of sizes, color, and designs.

|:] While today kites are used for recreation, throughout history they
have had other uses.

2. Besides recreation, name two ways kites have been used in the United States.

3. What counftry celebrates a holiday called Kites' Day?

4. How did Hawaiians use kites to decide land ownership?

Kites 113 Total Reading Grade 6
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Comprehension: Aerodynamics

Kites are able fo fly because of the principle of aerodynamics. This @
big word simply means the study of forces that are put into action \
by moving air. Three main forces work to keep a heavier-than-air kite
flying—Iift, gravity, and drag.

This is how it works: The flying lines, or strings, are attached to the
kite o hold it at a slant. The wind pushes against the underside of the
kite. At the same time, the wind rushes around the edges of the kite )
and “drags” some of the air from the upper side. This creates a partial
vacuum there. The push of the air undermeath is greater than the push .
of the air from the top, so the kite is held in the air. An airplane is held \J
in the air in much the same way, except that it must keep moving
rapidly to make the pressure above and below its wings different. The

wind does this for the kite. In a steady airstream, a kite doesn’t move
backward or forward. It seems to be unaffected by gravity. This is _

possible because the lifting force of the wind overcomes the downward J :
force of gravity.
If you have ever ridden a bicycle into a strong wind, you may have /
feltf some of the forces of aerodynamics. If you held your hand out fo s /4
your side, you could feel the air stream flowing around your hand. With

your fingers pointed info the wind and your hand held level, there is

little lift or drag. But if you raised your fingers slightly, the wind lifted your hand
upwards. Raising your hand higher increases the drag and decreases the lift, Your hand

is pushed downward. A kite flying in the sky is subject to these same forces.

Directions: Answer these questions about aerodynamics.

1. What is aerodynamics?

2. What three forces are at work to hold a kite in the qir?

3. An airplane is held in the air in much the same way, except that it must keep moving
rapidly to keep the air above and below its wings different.

True False

Total Reading Grade 6 114 Kites
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There are some basic things fo know about kite
flying that can help you enjoy the sport more. Here g
are a few of the most important ones.

First, if you have ever seen someone flying a kite -
in a movie, you probably saw him or her get the kite off the ground
by running into the wind. However, this is not the way to launch a
kite. Most beginners will find a "high-start” launch to be the easiest.
For a high-start launch, have a friend stand about 100 feet away, facing
into the wind. Your friend should face you and hold the kite gently.
Place some tension on the flying line by pulling gently on it. With a steady
breeze behind you, tug gently on the line, and the kite will rise. If your
kite begins to dive, don’t panic or pull on the line. Dropping the reel will
cause it to spin out of control and could cause someone to be hurt, Simply
let the line go slack. This usually will right the kite in midair.

For a kite that is pulling hard away from you, have a friend stand behind you and fake
up the slack line as you bring it in. Hand over hand, pull down the kite, It is very important
to have gloves on to do this, or you may burn or cut your hands. It is recommended that
you always wear gloves while kite flying.

When two kife lines get crossed, pulling may cause enough friction to cut one or both
of the lines. Instead of pulling. both fliers should walk toward one another until their lines
uncross as they pass.

Directions: Circle True or False for these statements about kite flying.

. Tolaunch a kite, run into the wind holding the True False
kite behind you.

2. In ahigh-start launch, a friend stands about 100 True False
feet away from you, holding the kite.

3. If your kite begins to dive from the sky, immediately True False
drop the reel.

K. [Itisrecommended that you always wear gloves True False
when kite flying.

Kites Total Reading Grade 6
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After Christopher Columbus discovered America in |42, many people
wanted to come live in the new land. During the 17th and 18th centuries,
a great many Europeans, especially the English, left their countries and
seftled along the Atlantic Coast of North America between Florida
and Canada. Some came to make a better life for themselves. Others,
particularly the Pilgrims, the Puritans, and the Quakers, came for
religious freedom.

A group of men who wanted gold and other riches from the
new land formed the London Company. They asked the king of
England for land in America and for permission to found a colony.
They founded Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement in America, in 1607, They
purchased ships and supplies, and located people who wanted o settle in America.

The voyage to America took about eight weeks and was very dangerous. Often, fierce
winds blew the wooden ships off course. Many were wrecked. The ships were crowded
and dirty. Frequently, passengers became ill, and some died. Once in America, the early
seftlers faced even more hardships.

‘ ."::*" Wy )
iy

----------

Directions: Answer these questions about the colonists coming to America.

. How long did it take colonists to travel from England to America?

2. Name three groups that came to America to find religious freedom.

3. Why was the London Company formed?

4. What was Jamestown?

5. Why was the voyage to America dangerous?

Total Reading Grade 6 116 Colonists Come to America
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When the first colonists landed in America, they had to
find shelter quickly. Their first homes were crude bark and
mud huts, log cabins, or dugouts, which were simply caves
dug into the hillsides. As soon as posssible, the settlers sought
to replace these temporary shelters with comfortable houses.

Until the late 17th century, most of the colonial homes
were simple in style. Almost all of the New England
colonists—those settling in the northern areas of
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New
Hampshire—used wood in building their permanent homes.
Some of the buildings had thatched roofs. However, they
cought fire easily, and so were replaced by wooden shingles. The outside walls also were
covered with wooden shingles to make the homes warmer and less drafty.

In the middle ccolonies—New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware—fhe Dutch
and German colonists often made brick or stone homes that were two-and-a-half or
three-and-a-half stories high. Many southern colonists—those living in Virginia, Maryland,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia—lived on large farms called plantations. Their
homes were usually made of brick.

In the [8th century, some colonists became wealthy enocugh to replace their simple
homes with mansions, often like those being built by the wealthy class in England. They
were called Georgian houses because they were popular during the years that Kings
George |, George I, and George Il ruled England. Most were made of brick. They usually
featured columns, ormately carved doors, and elaborate gardens.

Directions: Answer these questions about early colonial homes.

I. What were the earliest homes of the colonists?

2. What were the advantages of using wooden shingles?

3. What did Dutch and German colonists use to build their homes?

4. What were Georgian homes?

Colonists Come to America 1% ; Total Reading Grade 6
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Recalling Details: The Colonial Kitchen

The most important room in the home of a colonial family
was the kitchen. Sometimes it was the only room in the home.
The most important element of the kitchen was the fireplace.
Fire was essential to the colonists, and they were careful to
keep one burning at all fimes. Before the man of the house
went fo bed, he would make sure that the fire was carefully
banked so it would burn all night. In the morning, he would
blow the glowing embers into flame again with a bellows.
If the fire went out, one of the children would be sent to
aneighbor’s for hot coals. Because there were no matches,
it would sometimes take a half hour to light a new fire, using flint, steel,
and tinder.

The colonial kitchen, quite naturally, was centered around the fireplace. One or two
large iron broilers hung over the hot coals for cooking the family meals. Above the fireplace,
a large musket and powder horn were kepft for protection in the event of an aftack and
to hunt deer and other game. Also likely 1o be found near the fireplace was a butter churn,
where cream from the family’s cow was beaten until yellow flakes of butter appeared.

The furniture in the kitchen—usually benches, a table, and chairs—were made by the
man or men in the family. It was very heavy and not very comfortable. The colonial family
owned few eating utensils—no forks and only a few spoons, also made by members of the |
family, The dishes included pewter plates, “trenchers”—wooden bowls with handles—and |
wooden mugs.

Directions: Answer these questions about the colonial kitchen.

I. What was the most important element of the colonial kitchen?

2. In colonial days, why was it important to keep a fire burning in the fireplace?

3. Name two uses of the musket.

4. Who made most of the furniture in the early colonial home?

|
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Main Idea: The Gettysburg Address

On November 19, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln gave a short speech to dedicate a
cemetery for Civil War soldiers in Geftysburg, Pennsylvania, where a famous baftle was
fought. He wrote five drafts of the Geftysburg Address, one of the most stirring speeches
of all fime. The war ended in 1865.

Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth on this continent a new
nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created
equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any
nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great
battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of thaft field as a final
resting place for those who here gave their lives that this nation might live. It is
altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate—we cannot consecrate—we cannof
hallow—this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here have
consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract, The world will little note
nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It
is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated to the unfinished work which they who
fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us o be here dedicated
to the great task remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take
increased devotion to that cause for which they gave their last full measure of
devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—
that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government
of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from this earth.

Directions: Answer the questions about the Gettysburg Address.

. Circle the main idea:

This speech will be long remembered as a tribute to the dead
who died fighting in the Civil War.

This speech is to honor the dead soldiers who gave their lives
so that the nation could have freedom for all citizens.

2. What happened on the ground where the cemetery stood?
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Prefix Meanings

Directions: Match each word with its meaning. Write the number of the word by its

meaning.
l. increase become larger
2. decrease become smaller
3. indirect direct again
Y. redirect not direct
5. inflate to let out qir
6. deflate to blow air into

Directions: Use the words above to complete the sentences.

I. When | the tire, it will be flat.

2. To make more soup, the amount of water,
3. Nick took an route to school.

4. If you are lost, a police officer can yOou.

5. Here are twenty bailloons to for the party.
6. The price of shirts will during the big sale.

Total Reading Grade 6
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Comprehension:
The Emancipation Proclamation

On September 22, 1862, a year before delivering the Geftysburg Address, President Lincoln
delivered the Emancipation Prociamation, which stated that all slaves in Confederate

states should be set free. Since the Confederate states had already seceded (withdrawn)
from the Union, they ignored the proclamation. However, the proclamation did strengthen

the North’s war effort. About 200,000 biack men—mostly former slaves—enlisted in the

Union Army. Two years later, the 13th Amendment to the Constitution ended slavery in all

parts of the United States.

. Abraham Lincoln, do order and declare that all persons held as slaves
within said designated States and parts of States are, and henceforward shall
be, free; and that the Executive Government of the United States, including
military and naval authorities thereof, shall recognize and maintain the
freedom of said persons.

And | hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain
from all viclence, unless in necessary self-defense; and | recommend to them
that, in all cases where allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages.

And 1 further declare and make known that such persons of suitable
condition will be received intfo the armed forces of the United States to
garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and 1o man vessels of all
sorts in said service.

(This is not the full text of the Emancipation Proclamation.)

Directions: Answer the questions about the Emancipation Procliamation.

I. How did the Emancipation Prociamation strengthen the North’s war effort?

2. Which came first, the Emancipation Proclamation or the Gettysburg Address?

3. Which amendment to the Constitution grew out of the Emancipation Proclamation?

4. Secede means to D quit. D fight. [:] withdraw.

_—
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Comprehension: Lincoln and the South

Many people think that Abraham Lincoln publicly came out against slavery from the
beginning of his term as president. This is not the case. Whatever his private feelings, he
did not criticize slavery publicly. Fearful that the southern states would secede, or leave,
the Union, he pledged to respect the southern states’ rights to own slaves. He also pledged
that the government would respect the southern states’ runaway slave laws. These laws
required all citizens to return runaway slaves to their masters.

Clearly, Lincoln did not want the country torn apart by a civil war. In the following
statement, written in 1861 shortly after he became president, he made it clear that the
federal government would do its best to avoid conflict with the southern states,

I hold that, in contemplation of the universal law and the Constitution, the Union
of these states is perpetual. . . . No state, upon its own mere motion, can lawfully get
out of the Union. . . . I shall take care, as the Constitution itself expressly enjoins upon
me, that the laws of the Union be faithfully executed in all the states. . . . The power
confided to me will be used to hold, occupy, and possess the property and places
belonging to the government, and to collect the duties and imposts. . . .

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is the momentous
issue of civil war. The government will not assail you. You can have no conflict without
yourselves being the aggressors. You have no oath registered in heaven to destroy
the government, while I shall have the most solemn one to “preserve, protect, and
defend” it.

Directions: Use context clues for these definitions.

. What is the correct definition of assail?

2. What is the correct definition of enjoin?

3. What is the correct definition of contemplation?

Directions: Answer these questions about Lincoln and the southern states.
l. Lincoln is telling the southern states that the government

D does want a war. I:I doesn’t want a war, |:| will stop a war,
2. As president, Lincoln pledged to “preserve, protect, and defend”

|:| slavery. D the northern states. D the Union.
121
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Comprehension: Away Down South in Dixie

Although many southerners disapproved of slavery, the pressure to go along with the
majority who supported slavery was very strong. Many of those who thought slavery was
wrong did noft talk about their opinions. It was dangerous to do so!

The main reason the southern states seceded from the Union in 1861 was because they
wanted to protect their right to own slaves. They also wanted to increase the number of
slaves so they could increase production of cotton and other crops that slaves fended.
Many Civil War monuments in the South are dedicated to a war that was described as
“just and holy.”

“Dixie,” a song written in 1859 that is stili popular in the South, sums up the aftitude of
many southerners. As the song lyrics show, southerners’ loyalties lay not with the Union
representing all the states, but with the South and the southern way of life.

Dixie

I wish | was in Dixie, Hoo-ray! Hoo-ray!

In Dixie land I'll take my stand

To live and die in Dixie.

Away, away, away down south in Dixie!
Away, away, away down south in Dixie!
(This is not the full text of the song.)

Directions: Answer these questions about southerners and "Dixie.”

I. Why did southerners who disapproved of slavery keep their opinions to themselves?

2. Why did southerners want more staves?

3. What are the words on some southern Civil War monuments?

4. What “stand” is referred fo in "Dixie”?

l:l stand for slavery D stand against slavery Ds’rond for cotton

Total Reading Grade 6 122 Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War
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Comprehension: Our National Anthem

Written in 181U by Francis Scott Key, our American national anthem is stirring, beautiful, and
difficult to sing. Key wrote the song while aboard a ship off the coast of Maryland, where
one long night he watched the gunfire from a British attack on America’s Fort McHenry.
The following morning, he wrote “The Star-Spangled Banner” when, to his great joy, he saw
the American flag still flying over the fort—a sign that the Americans had not lost the battle.

The Star-Spangled Banner

Oh say. can you see, by the dawn’s early light,

What so proudly we hail’d at the twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro” the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bomis bursting in air,

Gave proof thro’ the night that our flag was still there.

Oh say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O’er the iand of the free and the home of the brave?

Oh, the shore dimly seen thro’ the mists of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?

Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected, now shines on the sfream:

Tis the star-spangled banner: O, long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

Directions: Answer these questions about the first two verses of "The Star-Spangled Banner.”

I. Who wrote "The Star-Spangled Banner”?

2. What is "The Star-Spangled Banner”?

3. In what year was the song written?

4. At what time of day was the song written?

5. Tell what is meant by the lines " . . . the rockets’ red glare, the bomibs bursting in
air/Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.”

Anthems and Songs
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Comprehension: “America the Beautiful”

Written in 1895 by Katherine Lee Bates, “America the Beautiful” is another very popular
patriofic song. It is so popular, in fact, that some people would like to see it replace "The
Star-Spangled Banner” as the United States’ national anthem. Ms. Bates was inspired to
write the song while visiting Colorado, where she was struck by the splendor of the mountains.
Today, "America the Beautiful” remains a tfribute to our country’s natural beauty.

America the Beautiful

Oh beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountains majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! Americal

God shed His grace on thee,

REEL AR

Directions: Use context clues or a dictionary to answer these questions about “America
the Beautiful.”

I. What is the correct definition of ftribute?

1
2. What is the correct definition of amber? ‘

What other word might you use for amber in the song?

3. What is the singular form of magjesties? What does it mean in the song?

Y. "From sea to shining sea” means the oceans to the east and west of the United States.
What are their names?

5. Do you think *America the Beautiful” should be our national anthem? Why or why not?

|
— |
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Comprehension: Civil War Marching Song

When soldiers march, they sometimes sing a song to help them keep in step. One of the
most famous marching songs of the Civil War was the “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” written
in 1861 by Julia Ward Howe. Mrs. Howe wrote the song after visiting a Union army camp
in the North. The words are about how God is on the side of the soldiers.

Battle Hymn of the Republic

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord,

He is frampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored,
He has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword,

His truth is marching on.

Glory, glory hallelujah! Glory, glory hallelujah!
Glory, glory hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

[ have seen him in the watchfires of a hundred circling camps,
[ have builded him an altar in the evening dews and damps,

[ can read his righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps,
His day is marching on.

Glory, glory hallelujah! Glory, glory hallelujah!
Glory, glory hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

Directions: Answer these questions about the "Battle Hymn of the Republic.”

I. Who wrote the "Batfle Hymn of the Republic”?

2. When was the song written?

3. What war was in progress af the time?

4. Why did soldiers sing while they marched?

5. What marches on along with the soldiers?

6. What did the soldiers sing about building in the evening?

‘hﬁ"‘f;j Sl
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Australia is the only country that fills an entire continent. It is
the smallest continent in the world but the sixth largest country.,
Australia, called the island confinent, is totally surrounded
by water—the Indian Ocean on the west and south,
the Pacific Ocean on the east, and the Arafura Seq,
which is formed by these two oceans coming
together, to the north, %

The island continent is, in large part, a very dry, flat '\
land. Yet it supports a magnificent and unusual collection
of wildlife. Because of its remoteness, Australia is home Y o 4 ,
to plants and animails that are not found anywhere else in ‘rhe world. Besides ~—Ay"
the well-known kangaroo and koala, the strange animals of the continent include the
wombat, dingo, kookaburra, emu, and, perhaps the strangest of all, the duckbill platypus.

There are many physical features of Australia that also are unique, including the central
part of the country known as the "Outback,” which consists of three main deserts—the
Great Sandy, the Gibson, and the Great Victoria, Because much of the country is desert,
more than half of all Australians live in large, modern cities along the coast. There are also
many peocple living in the small towns on the edge of the Outback, where there is plenty
of grass for raising sheep and cattle. Australia rates first in the world for sheep raising. In
fact, there are more than 10 times as many sheep in Australia as there are people!

Directions: Answer these questions about Australia.

I. What are the three large bodies of water that surround Australia?

2. Besides the kangaroo and the koala, name three other unusual animals found
only in Australia.

3. What three deserts make up the "Outback”?

Total Reading Grade 6 126 Australia
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The native, or earliest known, people of Australia are the Aborigines
(ab-ur-lJ-uh-neez). They arrived on the contfinent from Asia more
than 20,000 years ago. Before the Europeans began settling in
Australia during the early 1800s, there were about 300,000 Aborigines.
But the new seftlers brought diseases that killed many of these native
people. Today, there are only about 125,000 Aborigines living in
Australia, many of whom now live in the cifies.

The way of life of the Aborigines, who still live like their ancestors,
is closely related to nature. They live as hunters and gatherers and
do not produce crops or raise livestock. The Aborigines have no
permanent settlements, only small camps near watering places.
Because they live off the land, they must frequently move about
in search of food. They have few belongings and little or no clothing.

Some tribes of Aborigines, especially those that live in the desert,
may move |00 times in a year. They might move more than 1,000
miles on foot during that time. These tribes set up femporary homes,
such as tents made of bark and igloo-like structures made of grass.

The Aborigines have no written language, but they have
developed a system of hand signals. These are used during hunting when silence is
necessary and during their elaborate religious ceremonies when talking is forbidden.

Directions: Circle True or False for these statements about Aborigines.

1. The Aborigines came from Europe to settle in Australia, True  False

2. The Aborigines live as hunters and gatherers rather than as farmers. True  False

3. The tribes move about often to find jobs. True  False
4. The people move often to help them raise their livestock. True  False
5. Aborigine tribes always move 200 times a year. True  False

Australia ' qg y Total Reading Grade &
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Main ldea/Comprehension: The Boomerang

The Aborigines have developed a few teols and weapons, including
spears, flint knives, and the boomerang. The boomerang comes in
different shapes and has many uses. This curved throwing stick is used
for hunting, playing. digging. cutting, and even making music.

You may have seen a boomerang that, when thrown, returns 1o the thrower.
This type of boomerang is sometimes used in duck hunting, but it is most often
used as a toy and for sporting contests. It is lightweight—about three-fourths of
a pound—and has a big curve in it. However, the boomerang used by the
Aborigines for huntfing is much heavier and is nearly straight, It does not return
to its thrower,

Because of ifs sharp edges, the boomerang makes a good knife for skinning
animals. The Aborigines also use boomerangs as digging sticks, to sharpen stone
blades, to start fires, and as swords and clubs in fighting. Boomerangs sometimes
are used to make music—two clapped together provide rhythmic background for dances.
Some make musical sounds when they are pulled across one another.

To throw a boomerang. the thrower grasps it at one end and holds it behind his head.
He throws it overhanded, adding a sharp flick of the wrist at the last moment. It is thrown
into the wind to make it come back. A skillful thrower can do many tricks with his boomerang.
He can make it spin in several circles or make a figure eight in the air. He can even make
it bounce on the ground several times before it soars into the air and returns.

Directions: Answer these questions about boomerangs.

I. The main idea is:

EI The Abcrigines have developed a few tools and weapons, including spears,
flint knives, and the boomerang.

[ ] The boomerang comes in different shapes and has many uses.

2. To make it return, the thrower tosses the boomerang

El info the wind. |:| against the wind.
3. List three uses for the boomerang.
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Many animals found in Australia are not found
anywhere else in the world. Because the island
continent was separated from the rest of the world for
many years, these animals developed in different ways.
Many of the animals in Australia are called marsupials.
Marsupials are animals whose babies are born
underdeveloped and are then carried in a pouch on the N
mother’s body until they are able to care for themselves. The
kangaroo is pernaps the best known of the marsupials.

There are U5 kinds of kangaroos, and they come in a variety
of sizes. The smallest is the musky rat kangaroo, which is about
a foot long. including its hairless tail. It weighs only a pound. The
largest is the gray kangaroo, which is more than G feet long, including
its tail, and can weigh 200 pounds. When moving quickly, a
kangaroo can leap 25 feet and move at 30 miles an hour!

A baby kangaroo, called a joey, is totally helpless at
birth. It is only three-quarters of an inch long and weighs but a fraction of an ocunce. The
newly born joey immediately crawls into its mother’s pouch and remains there until it is old
enough fo be independent—which can be as long as eight months.

Kangaroos ect grasses and plants. They can cause problems for farmers and ranchers
in Australia because they compete with cafile for pastures. During a drought, kangaroos
may invade ranches and even airports looking for food.

Directions: Answer these questions about kangaroos.

|. What are marsupials?

2. What is the smallest kangaroo?

3. What is a baby kangaroo called?

4. Why did Australian animals develop differently from other animails?
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Words With con

Directions: Complete each sentence with a con word from the word box.

converged controversy contorted conclude consult

convince conduct CONscious congested confetti

conftrition contestant conservation conjured

. The mall was with swarms of sale-crazed customers.

2. Did you your teacher that they are a good group?

3. Please ~_vyour doctor if your fever continues.

4. Peter’s face in pain as his horse stomped on his foot.

5. The two highways before we reached Toronto.

6. Our group hopes to plant 80 trees this Saturday.

7. The tearful toddler, filled with . told her dead goldfish that she
only meant to take it for a walk.

8. Are you . Henry? Speck to me if you can hear me!

Q. The brawny guide will us to the bottom of the gorge.

10. Our meeting will in twenty minutes.

Il. There was @ horrid about the music selection chosen for the

skating party.

12. What evil the wicked warlock against his unsuspecting
apprentice!
13. When the first could not answer the riddle, he was sentenced to

nine years hard dishwashing.

I4. After our team won, we tossed high into the air to celebrate.

Prefixes and Suffixes 13 Total Reading Grade 6




Comprehension: The Koala

The koala lives in eastern Australia in the eucalyptus (you-ca-LIP-
tes) forests. These slow, gentle animals hide by day, usually sleeping
in the trees. They come out at night fo eat. Koalas eat only certain
types of eucalyptus leaves. Their entire way of life centers on this
unique diet. The koala’s digestive system is specially adapted for
eating eucalyptus leaves. In fact, to other animals, these leaves
are poisonous!

The wooly, round-eared koala looks like a cuddly teddy bear,
but it is not related to any bear. It is @ marsupial like the kangaroo.
And, like the joey, a baby koala requires a lot of care. It will remain
constantly in its mother’s pouch until it is six months old. After that,
a baby koala will ride piggyback on its mother for another month
or two, even though it is nearly as big as she is. Koalas have few
babies—only one every other year. While in her pouch, the baby
koala lives on its mother’s milk. After it is big enough to be on its
own, the koala will almost never drink anything again.

Oddly, the mother koala’s pouch is backwards—the opening is at the bottom. This leads
scientists to believe that the koala once lived on the ground and walked on alf fours. But
at some point, the koala became a tree dweller. This makes an upside-down pouch very
awkward! The babies keep from falling to the ground by holding on tightly with their mouths.
The mother koala has developed strong muscles around the rim of her pouch that also
help to hold the baby in.

Directions. Answer these questions about koalas.

. What is the correct definition for eucalyptus?

[ ] enormous [ 1 atype of tree [] rain
2. What is the correct definition for digestive?

] the process in which food is absorbed in the body
[] the process of finding food
[ ] the process of tasting

3. What is the correct definifion for dweller?

[] one who climbs [ ] onewho eats [] onewholivesin
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Another animal unique to Australia is the wombat.
The wombat has characteristics in common with
other animals. Like the koala, the wombat is also
a marsupial with a backwards pouch. The pouch
is more practical for the wombat, which lives
on the ground rather than in frees. The wombat -
walks on all fours so the baby is in less danger
of falling out.

The wombat resembles a beaver without a tail. With
its strong claws, it is an expert digger. It makes long tunnels AR
beneath cliffs and boulders in which it sleeps all day. At night, it comes out to look for food.
It has strong, beaver-like teeth to chew through the various plant roots it eats. A wombat’s
teeth have no roofts, like arodent’s. Ifs teeth keep growing from the inside as they are worn
down from the outfside.

The wombat, which can be up to U feet long and weighs 60 pounds when full grown,
eats only grass, plants, and roots. It is a shy, quiet, and gentle animal thaf would never
attack. But when angered., it has a strong bite and very sharp tfeeth! And, while wombats
don’t eat or attack other animals, the many deep burrows they dig to sleep in are often
dangerous to the other animals living nearby.

Directions: Answer these questions about the wombat.

. How is the wombat similar to the koala?

2. How is the wombat similar to the beaver?

3. How is the wombat similar to a rodent?

Australia 131 Total Reading Grade 6
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Comprehension: The Duckbill Platypus

Australia’s duckbill platypus is a most unusual animal. It is
very strange-looking and has caused a lot of confusion for
people studying it. For many years, even scientists did
not know how to classify it. The platypus has webbed
feet and a bill like a duck. It doesn’t have wings, but
has fur instead of feathers, It has four legs instead
of two. The baby platypus gets milk from its mother,
like @ mammal, but it is hatched from a tough-
skinned egg, like a repftile. A platypus also has a poisonous spur on each of its back legs
that is like the tip of a viper’s fangs. Scientists have puf the platypus—along with another
strange animal from Australia called the spiny anteater—in @ special class of mammal
called monotremes.

The platypus has an amazing appetite! It has been estimated that a full-grown platypus
eats about 1,200 earthworms, 50 crayfish, and numerous tadpoles and insects every day.
The platypus is an excellent swimmer and diver. It dives under the water of @ stfream and
searches the muddy bottom for food.

A mother platypus lays one or two eggs, which are very small—only about an inch
long—and leathery in appearance. During the 7 to 14 days it takes for the eggs to hateh,
the mother never leaves them, not even to eat. The tiny platypus, which is only a half-inch
long. cuts its way out of the shell with a sharp point on its bill. This point is known as an “egg
tooth,” and it will fall off soon after birth. (Many reptiles and birds have egg teeth, but they
are unknown in other mammails.) By the time it is 4 months old, the baby platypus is about
a foot long—half its adult size—and is learning how fo swim and hunt.

Directions: Answer these questions about the duckbill platypus.

. In what way is ¢ duckbill platypus like other mammals?

2. In what way is it like a reptile?

3. What other animal is in the class of mammal called monotremes?

4. What makes up the diet of a platypus?

5. On what other animals would you see an “egg tooth”?
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Main Idea: Small Dinosaurs

When most people think of dinosaurs, they visualize enormous creatures, Actually, there
were many species of small dinosaurs—some were only the size of chickens.

Like the larger dinosaurs, the Latin names of the smaller ones usually describe the
creature. A small but fast species of dinosaur was Saltopus, which means “leaping foot.”
An adult Saltopus weighed only about 2 pounds and grew 1o be approximately 2 feet
long. Fossils of this dinosaur, which lived about 200 million years ago, have been found only
in Scotland.

Another small dinosaur with an interesting name was Compsognathus, which means
“pretty jaow.” About the same length as the Saltopus, the Compsognathus weighed about
three times more. It's unlikely that these two species knew one another, since Compsognathus
remains have been found only in France and Germany.

A small dinosaur whose remains have been found in southern Africa is Lesothosaurus,
which means “Lesotho lizard.” This lizard-like dinosaur was named only partly for its
appearance. The first half of its name is based on the place its remains were found—
Lesotho, in southern Africa.

Directions: Answer these questions about small dinosaurs.

|. Circle the main ideq:;
People who think dinosaurs were big are completely wrong.
There are several species of small dinosaurs, some weighing only 2 pounds.

2. How much did Saltopus weigh?

3. Which dinosaur’s name means “pretfty jaw"?

. | ¥ |
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Comprehension: Dinosaur History

Dinosaurs are so popular today that it's hard to imagine this not always being the case.
The fact is, no one had any idea that dinosaurs ever existed until about 150 years ago.

In 1841, a British scientist named Richard Owen coined the term Dinosauria 1o describe
several sefs of recently discovered large fossil bones. Dinosauria is Latin for “terrible lizards,
and even though some dinosaurs were similar to lizards, modern science now also links
dinosaurs to birds. Today's birds are thought to be the closest relatives to the dinosaurs.

Like birds, most dinosaurs had fairly long legs that extended straight down from beneath
their bodies. Because of their long legs, many dinosaurs were able to move fast. They were
also able to balance themselves well. Long-legged dinosaurs, such as the Iguanodon,
needed balance to walk upright,

The Iguanodon walked on its long hind legs and used its stubby front legs as arms. On
the end of its arms were five hoof-like fingers, one of which functioned as a thumb. Because
it had no front teeth for tearing meat, scientists believe the Iguanodon was a plant eater.
Its large, flat back teeth were useful for grinding tender plants before swallowing them.

Directions: Answer these questions about the history of dinosaurs.

. How were dinosaurs like today’s birds? |

2. This man ceined the ferm Dinosauria.

D Owen Richards D Richard Owens D Richard Owen
3. Which of these did the Iguanodon not have?
D short front legs D front teeth D back teeth

Y. List other ways you can think of that dinosaurs and birds are alike.

Ty )
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Comprehension: Tyrannosaurus Rex

The largest meat-eating animal ever to roam Earth was Tyrannosaurus Rex. Rex is Latin
for "king,” and because of its size, Tyrannosaurus certainly was af the top of the dinosaur
heap. With a length of U6 feet and a weight of 7 fons, there’s no doubt this dinosaur
commanded respect!

Unlike smaller dinosaurs, Tyrannosaurus wasn’t fremendously fast on its huge feet. It could
stroll along at a walking speed of 2 fo 3 miles an hour. Not bad, considering Tyrannosaurus
was pulling along a body that weighed 14,000 pounds! Like other dinosaurs, Tyrannosaurus
walked upright, probbably balancing its 16-foot-lcng head by liffing its massive tail.

Compared to the rest of its body, Tyrannosaurus’ front claws were tiny. Scientists aren’t
really sure what the claws were for, although it seems likely that they may have been used
for holding food. In that case, Tyrannosaurus would have had to lower its massive head
down to its short claws to take anything in its mouth. Maybe it just used the claws to scratch
nearby itches!

Because of their low metabolism, dincsaurs did not require a lot of food for survival.
Scientists speculate that Tyrannosaurus ate off the same huge piece of meat—usually the
carcass of another dinosaur—for several weeks. What do you suppose Tyrannosaurus did
the rest of the time?

Directions: Answer these questions about Tyrannosaurus Rex.

l. Why was this dinosaur calted "Rex”?

2. For what might Tyrannosaurus Rex have used its claws?

3. How long was Tyrannosaurus Rex?

4. Tyrannosaurus weighed

[ Jioooolbs. [ ]120000s. [ ] 14,000 Ibs.

5. Tyrannosaurus afe

[ ] plants. [ ] other dinosaurs. [ ] birds.

T~ @
s
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Comprehension: Dinosaur Fossils

Imagine putting fogether the world’s largest jigsaw puzzle. That is what scientists who
reassemble the fossil bones of dinosaurs must do to find out what the creatures looked like.
Fossilized bones are imbedded, or stuck, in solid rock, so scientists must first get the bones
out of the rocks without breaking or otherwise damaging them. This task requires enormous
patience.

In addition to hammers, drills, and chisels, sound waves are used to break up the rock.
The drills, which are similar to high-speed dentist drills, cut through the rock very quickly.
As the bones are removed, scientists begin trying to figure out how they aftach to one
another. Sometimes the dinosaur’s skeleton is preserved just as it was when it died. This, of
course, shows scientists exactly how to reassembile it. Other times, parts of bone are missing.
It then becomes a guessing game to decide what goes where.

When scientists discover dinosaur fossils, it is called a “find.” A particularly exciting find
in 1978 occurred in Montana when, for the first time, fossilized dinosaur eggs, babies, and
several nests were found. The species of dinosaur in this exciting find was Maiasaura, which
means “good mother lizard.” From the size of the nest, which was 23 feet, scientists
speculated that the adult female Maiasaura was about the same size.

Unlike birds’ nests, dinosaur nests were not made of sticks and straw. Instead, since they
were land animals, nests were made of dirf hollowed out into a bowl shape. The Maiasaura’s
nest was 3 feet deep and held about 20 eggs.

Directions: Answer these questions about dinosaur fossils.

I. Name four tools used to remove dinosaur bones from rock.

2. What do scientists do with the bones they remove?

3. The type of dinosaur fossils found in Montana in 1978 were ' N N
[I Mayiasaura. D Masaura. D Maiasaura.

4. When scientists discover dinosaur fossils, it is called a |

|:| found. D find. D nest.

Total Reading Grade 6 136 Dinosaurs '
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Comprehension: Dinosaur Tracks

Some scientists refer to dinosaurs’ fossilized fracks as “foofprints in time.” The fracks that
survived in Texas for 120 million years had been made in sand or mud. These large foofprints
were of the Apatosaurus. The footprints were more than 3 feet across!

Although Apatosaurus had a long, heavy tail, there is no sign that the tail hif the grounc
along with the feet. Scientists speculate that the place where the tracks were found was
once a riverbed, and that Apatosaurus’ tail floated in the water and thus left no fracks.
Another theory is that the dinosaur always carried its fail ouf behind it. This second theory
is not as popular, because scientists say it's unlikaly the dinosaur would consistently carry
its iong, heavy tail off the ground. When Apatosaurus rested, for example, the fail woula
have left its mark.

Resides Texas, fossilized tracks have been found in England, Canada, Australia, and
Brazil. Some tracks have also been found in New England. The tracks discovered in Canada
were quite a find! They showed a pattern made by 10 species of dinosaurs. In all, about
|,700 fossilized footprints were discovered. Maybe the scientists uncovered what millions
of years ago was a dinosaur playground! -

Directions: Answer these questions cbout dinosaur fracks.

. Circle the main idea:;

—

Fossilized dinosaur tracks provide scientists with information from which to draw conclusions
about dinosaur size and behavior.

Fossilized dinoscur fracks are not very useful because so few have been found in the
United States.

2. Explain how a dinosaur might have crossed a river without its tail leaving a frack.

3. Name five countries where dinosaur tracks have been found.

4. Circle the valid generalization about dinoscur fracks.

The fact that 10 species of fracks were found together proves dinosaurs were friends
with others outside their groups.

The fact that 10 species of fracks were found together means the dinoscurs probably
gathered in that spot for water or food.

Dinosaurs 9 ! % ‘ Total Reading Grade 6
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The most important reason that life can exist on Earth is its
atmosphere—the air around us. Without it, plant and animal life
could not have developed. There would be no clouds, weather,
or even sounds, only a death-like stillness and an endlessly black
sky. Without the protection of the atmosphere, the sun’s rays
would roast the Earth by day. At night, with no blanketing
atmosphere, the stored heat would escape into space, dropping
the temperature of the planet hundreds of degrees.

Held captive by Earth’s gravity, the atmosphere surrounds the
planet to a depth of hundreds of miles. However, all but | percent
of the atmosphere is in a layer about 20 miles deep just above the surface of the Earth. It
is made up of a mixture of gases and dusts. About 78 percent of it is a gas called nitrogen,
which is very important as food for plants. Most of the remaining gas, 2| percent, is called
oxygen, which all people and animals depend on for life, The remaining | percent is made
up of a blend of other gases—including carbon dioxide, argon, ozone, and helium—and |
tiny dust particles. These particles come from ocean salt crystals, bits of rocks and sand, |
plant pollen, volcanic ash, and even meteor dust.

You may not think of air as matter, as something that can be weighed. In fact, the
Earth’s air weighs billions and billions of tons. Near the surface of the planet, this “air pressure”
is greatest. Right now, about |0 tons of air is pressing in on you. Yet, like the fish living near
the floor of the ocean, you don’t notice this fremendous weight because your body is built
to withstand it.

Directions: Answer these questions about the Earth’s atmosphere.

I. What is the atmosphere?

2. Of what is the atmosphere made?

3. What is the most abundant gas in the atmosphere?

4. Which of the atmosphere’s gases is most important to humans and animals? |

|
W |
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Comprehension: Causes and Effects of Weather

The behavior of the atmosphere, which we experience as

weather and climate, affects our lives in many important ways.
It is the reason no one lives on the South Pole. If controls when v
a farmer plants the food we will eat, which crops will be “ .

planted, and whether those crops will grow. The weather

tells you what clothes to wear and how you will play after school. Weather @
is the sum of all the conditions of the air that may affect the Earth’s surface

and its living things. These conditions include the temperature, air pressure, wind, and
moisture, Climate refers to these conditions but generally applies to larger areas and longer
periods of fime, such as the annual climate of South America rather than foday’s weather
in Oklahoma City.

Climate is influenced by many factors. It depends first and foremost on latitude. Areas
nearest the equator are warm and wet, while the poles are cold and relatively dry. The
poles also have extreme seasonal changes, while the areas at the middle latitudes have
more moderate climates, neither as cold as the poles nor as hot as the equator, Other
circumstances may alter this pattern, however. Land near the oceans, for instance, is
generally warmer than inland areas.

Elevation also plays a role in climate. For example, despite the fact that Africa’s highest
mountain, Kilimanjaro, is just south of the equator, its summit is perpetually covered by
snow. In general, high land is cooler and wetter than nearby low land.

Directions: Check the answers to these questions about the causes and effects of weather.

. What is the correct definition for afmosphere?
[ ] the clouds [ ] the sky [ ] where weather occurs
2. What is the correct definition for foremost?
[ ] mostimportant [ ] highest number [ ] inthe front
3. What is the correct definition for circumstances?
[] temperatures [ ] seasons [ ] conditions
4. What is the correct definition for elevation?
[ ] height above Earth [ ] neamess to equator [ ] snow covering

5. What is the correct definition for perpetually?

[ ] occasionally [ ] rarely [ 1 aways

Earth’s Atmosphere and Weather Total Reading Grade 6
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Missing Prefixes

Directions: Read the story. Use the prefixes in the word box to write in the missing

prefixes. ‘
un fele dis re mis ﬁ ,'

Star Trip

As usual, the Liftle Prince of Mars sat in front of his big-screen

vision. "“This life is very interesting, “ he thought.
I 2
Just then, he heard a knock at the door. When he opened the door, a

messenger handed him a gram. “There must be some
3
take,” said the Liftle Prince. But when he opened the envelope,
4 »
he was surprised. The happy frown on his face appeared. i‘
5 6

He was going on a trip to the stars! The Little Prince

waQs certain what to pack. He dashed for his scope and
7 8
magic crystal kit. He packed and packed his star travel
q
bag until everything fit. Someday he would turn to his own planet,
0
but until then, he was ready for an adventure in the stars!

1T
Total Reading Grade 6 14 Prefixes and Suffixes
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Comprehension: Hurricanes

The characteristics of a hurricane are powerful winds,
driving rain, and raging seas. Although a storm must have
winds blowing at least 74 miles an hour to be classified
as a hurricane, it is not unusual to have winds above
150 miles per hour. The entire storm system can e 500
miles in diameter, with lines of clouds that spiral toward
a center called the “eye.” Within the eye itself, which
is about 15 miles across, the air is actually calm and
cloudless. But this eye is enclosed by a towering wall
of thick clouds where the storm’s heaviest rains and
highest winds are found.

All hurricanes begin in the warm seas and moist winds of
the fropics. They form in either of two narrow bands to the north and south of the equator.
For weeks, the blistering sun beats down on the ocean water. Slowly, the air above the
sea becomes heated and begins to swirl. More hot, moist air is pulled skyward., Gradually,
this circle grows larger and spins faster, As the hot, moist air at the top is cooled, great rain
clouds are formed. The storm’s fury builds until it moves over land or a cold area of the
ocean where its supply of heat and moisture is finally cut off.

Hurricanes that strike North America usually form over the Atlantic Ocean. West coast
storms are less dangerous because they tend to head out over the Pacific Ocean rather
than toward land. The greatest damage usually comes from the hurricanes that begin in
the western Pacific, because they offen batter heavily populated regions,

Directions: Answer these questions about hurricanes.

I. What is necessary for a storm to be classified as a hurricane?

2. What is the "eye” of the hurricane?

3. Where do hurricanes come from?

4. How does a hurricane finally die down?

5. Why do hurricanes formed in the western Pacific cause the most damage?

Total Reading Grade 6 140 Earth’s Atmosphere and Weather
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Comprehension: Thunderstorms

With warm weather comes the threat of
thunderstorms. The rapid growth of the majestic
thunderhead cloud and the damp, cool winds that
warn of an approaching storm are familiar in most
regions of the world. In fact, it has been estimated
that af any given time 1,800 such storms are in progress
around the globe.

As with hurricanes and tornadoes, thunderstorms
are formed when a warm, moist air mass meets with
a cold air mass. Before long, bolts of lightning streak
across the sky, and thunder booms. It is not entirely
understood how lightning is formed. It is known that
a positive electrical charge builds near the fop of
the cloud, and a negative charge forms at the bottom. When enough force builds up, @
powerful current of electricity zigzags down an electrically charged pathway between
the two, causing the flash of lightning.

The clap of thunder you hear after a lightning flash is created by rapidly heated air that
expands as the lightning passes through it. The distant rumbling is caused by the thunder’s
sound waves bouncing back and forth within clouds or between mountains. When
thunderstorms rumble through an area, many people begin to worry about tornadoes. But
they need to be just as fearful of thunderstorms. In fact, lightning kills more people than
any other severe weather condition. In 1988, lightning kiled 68 people in the United States,
while tornadoes killed 32.

Directions: Answer these questions about thunderstorms.

. How many thunderstorms are estimated to be occurring at any given time around
the world?

2. When are thunderstorms formed?

3. What causes thunder?

Y. On average, which causes more deaths, lightning or fornadoes?

Earth’s Atmosphere and Weather 141 Total Reading Grade 6
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Nouns

A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea.
There are several types of nouns.

Examples:
proper nouns: Joe, Jefferson Memcrial
common houns: dog, town
concrete nouns: book, stove
abstract nouns: fear, devotion
collective nouns: audience, flock

A word can be more than one type of noun,

Example: Dog is both a common and a concrete noun.

Directions: Write the type or types of each noun on the lines.

I. desk

ocedn

love

cat

herd

compassion

reputation

eyes

staff

© M ® N O 00 £ W N

day

1. Roosevelt Building

12. Mr. Timken

13. life

I4. porch
15. United States

Total Reading Grade 6 Nouns and Pronouns
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Possessive Nouns

A possessive noun owns something. To make a singular noun possessive,
add an apostrophe and s. Example: mayor's campaign.

To make a plural noun possessive when it already ends with s, add
only an apostrophe. Example: dogs’ fails

To make a plural noun possessive when it doesn’t end with s, add an
apostrophe and s. Example: men’s shirts

Directions: Write the correct form of the word for each sentence in the |
group. Words may be singular, plural, singular possessive, or plurdl -
possessive. The first one has been done for you.

teacher I. How many teachers does your school have?

. Where is the teacher’s coat?

2
3. All the teachers’ mailboxes are in the school office.
Y

reporter . Two were assigned to the story.
5. One car broke down on the way to the scene.
6. The other was riding as a passenger.
7. Both notes ended up missing.
child 8. The are hungry.
9. How much spaghetti can one eat?
10. Put this much on each plate.,
bl The spaghetti is ready for them.
mouse 12. Some made a nest under those boards.
13. Icansee the hole from here.
4. A baby has wandered away from the nest.
15. The mother is coming to get it.
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Concrete or Abstract?

A concrete noun is something you can see, touch, taste, hear, or smell. An abstract noun
is something you may not be able to see—an ideq, a feeling, an emotion, or a quality.

Directions: Underline all the nouns and pronouns in the story, Then, write the concrete
nouns on the left side of the chart and the abstract nouns on the right. If a noun is
repeated, you don’'t have to rewrite it.

ichael told Stephie she was going When Stephie was finished, she realized
to ride her bicycle today. She put herhands  that she had ridden the bike on her own.
on the handlebars. He could see the fear  Michael saw the pride on her face, and
on her face as she began to cry. they went inside to fell their dad about her

He held the bike as she pushed onthe  accomplishment,
pedals. Her balance was good and the
bike started to move. Her ability to ride was
better today than ever before. Her anger
at him was going away.

Then, Michael let go without telling her.
She rode the bicycle all by herself. She
didn’t pick up much speed, but she did
ride around the whole block by herself,

Concrete Nouns Abstract Nouns

Total Reading Grade 6 144 Nouns and Pronouns
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Collective Crossword

A collective noun names a group of things.

Examples: a class of students  a troupe of mimes

a committee of citizens

Directions: Use the clues below to complete the crossword puzzle. If necessary, use o

dictionary or encyclopedia to help you.

Across:

2. a group of sailors on a ship Down:

Y. a group of spectators I. agroup of lions

5. a group of athletes who play on the same side 3. ¢ group of fish

6. a group of sheep 4. a group of ants

7. a group of people related to each other 7. a group of ships

9. a group of newborn kittens 8. three of the same kind (of anything)

Nouns and Pronouns 145
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Possessive Pronouns

Possessive pronouns show ownership. My, mine, your, yours, his, her, hers, their, theirs,

our, ours, and its are possessive pronouns.

Directions: Circle the possessive pronouns in eqach sentence.

I. My dogs chase cats continudlly.
2. Jodi put her sunglasses on the dashboard.
3. His mother and mine are the same age.
4. The cat licked its paw.
5. Their anniversary is February |.
6. This neckiace is yours.
7. We will carry our luggage into the airport.
8. Our parents took us to dinner.
Q. My brother broke his leg.
10. Her report card was excellent.
1. Raspberry jam is my favorite.
12. Watch your step!
13. The house on the left is mine.,
4. My phone number is unlisted.
15. Our garden is growing out of control.

16. Our pumpkins are ten times larger than theirs.

Total Reading Grade 6
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Interrogative Pronouns

An interrogative pronoun asks a question. There are three interrogative pronouns: who,
what, and which.

Use who when speaking of persons.
Use what when speaking of things.
Use which when speaking of persons or things.

Examples:
Who will go? What will you do? Which of these is yours?

Who becomes whom when it is a direct object or an ocbject
of a preposition. The possessive form of whom is whose.

Examples:
To whom will you write?
Whose computer is that?

Directions: Write the correct interrogative pronoun.

I wet raincoat is this?

2. is the president of the United States?
3. is your name?
Y. dog made this muddy mess?
5. cat ran away?
6. of you is the culprit?
B was your grade on the last test?
8. To did you report?
Q. do you believe now?
10. is the leader of this English study group?
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Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns reflect the action of the verb back to the subject.

Myself, yourself, herself, himself, itself, ourselves, yourselves,
and themselves are reflexive pronouns.

Examples: Roger made himself a model of the space shuttle.
The shuttle landed itself, using only gravity to pull it down,

Directions: Complefe each sentence with the appropriate reflexive pronoun.

I. The Davenport children congratulated on the good spot they |

found. |

2. We sure found a good viewpoint from which to watch |

the shufttle landing. |

3. David imagined trying to maneuver in a space shuttle that was
hurtling toward Earth.

4. “itold that I will become a commander someday,” Earl said. |

5. Deborah enjoyed at the shuttle launch. |

i

6. "You could train for space travel if you built a model

simulator,” David’s parents suggested.

Directions: Write the reflexive pronoun from the box that matches each subject listed

pelow.

. Peter

2. The dog myself

3. Gwon ypurself_
himself

4. Monicaand yourselves

5. Heather and Kimberly themselves

- —_ itself

. You and Carolyn herself

7.1 ourselves

8. You

Total Reading Grade 6 | 148 Nouns and Pronouns ||
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Pursuing Pronouns

A personal pronoun takes the place of one or more nouns. An interrogative pronoun
introduces a question. A relative pronoun infroduces a group of words that acts as an
adjective.

Examples: I am excited about the track meet today.
{(personal pronoun)

What event does Bill plan to enter?
(interrogative pronoun)

The track meet, which we went to last week,
was an exciting event. (relative pronoun)

Directions: Write personal, interrogative, or relative in the blank to identify each
boldfaced pronoun.

. Which sprinting race is your favorite?

. We both like the same type of running shoes.

. The high jump is a challenge that [ would like to take on.

. A boy whom | knew won the frack meet,

2
3
4. Who would like to warm up with me?
5
6

. You are a natural when it comes to long-distance running.

7. Isit tfrue that she would like to join our running club?

8. Whose house should the feam go to for the end-of-the-year party?

Directions: Complete each sentence with a pronoun.

I. [tried to find my shoes were lost, (relative)

2. told us it won't be a problem for them to run today.
(personal)

3. The boy won the race is a great runner. (relative)

Y, would like to be our fourth runner in the relay race?

(interrogative)

o ted
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Suffixes

A suffix is a word part added to the end of a word that changes its meaning.

Directions: Use the suffix definitions in the box to write a definition of each word below.

ist means “one who practices”

ous means "full oi
ance means “the state of”

. artist

2. courageous

3. admittance

4. appearance

5. guitarist

6. humorous

7. inheritance

8. mountainous

Q. poisonous

10. violinist

Prefixes and Suffixes Total Reading Grade &
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How Possessive! J

Possessive pronouns fake the place of possessive nouns. For example, instead of saying
"That is Samantha’s sandwich,” you can say, “"That is her sandwich.”

Nofice that the noun follows the pronoun and there is no apostrophe. A possessive
pronoun can also be used without a noun following it. You can say, "That is hers.”

Directions: Use context clues to figure out the missing possessive
pronouns. Write them on the lines.

H il I'm Sam. What's name?” said Sam.

“Hi. name is Sidney, ” replied the boy.

"Nice to meet you, Sidney. Meet friend Simon and |
l

sister, Samantha. We're about to eat lunches.

Did you bring . - |

"No,” answered Sidney. "l left at home.” Then, he placed f

backpack on the table.

“No problem, ” said Sam. “You can have some of . We have plenty. ;

[ have two tuna sandwiches. Simon and Samantha have subs, mom

makes the best sandwiches.”

“Thanks,” said Sidney, showing them big, toothy smile. |

Challenge: Now, rewrite each of these senfences so it contains a possessive pronoun
with no noun following it.

I. My favorite kind of sandwich is griled cheese; what is your favorite kind of sandwich?

2. lleft my lunch at home, but Sara promised that I could have some of her lunch.

3. My sister is in the fifth grade, but your sister is oider.

4. | offered Tommy some of my potato chips, but he said he wanted to eat his first. 1

Total Reading Grade 6 1580
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Pronoun Play-Off

A subject pronoun is used as the subject of a sentence or after a linking verb. An object
pronoun is used as a direct object, an indirect object, or an object of a preposition.

Directions: Here's a game for you 1o play. Patricia Proud is a pronoun pro. She has written
five sentences with subject and object pronouns. Can you beat her score? Here's what
to do:

I. Read Patricia Proud’s sentences.
2. Write the correct label in the circle underneath each underlined word: label subject
pronouns S, direct object pronouns DO, indirect object pronouns 10, and objects of
a preposition OP.
3. Calculate Patricia’s score as follows:
subject pronoun = | point object of a preposition = 3 points
direct object = 2 points indirect object = U points,
Y. Then, write five sentences of your own. Underline and label all the subject and object
PronNouNs.
5. Figure out your score. Who won?

Patricia’s Sentences Patricia’s Score:

l. My friends said that Th_e,_y really amused them with their antics.

2. You and your friends b‘LJIIed quite a joke on us.
./“_"\.\ s
‘.\ )

3. M;-porenfs and I gave her a giff for her eleQéhTh birthday.

4. They listened cs__w_g_ Told'fhem what happened to you.

5. Jack’s brother fold me that you need help, so we will fake care of It for you and him,

/ -

Your Senfences Your Score:

i e SR
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Spelling: Plurals

Is heros or heroes the correct spelling? Many people aren’t her'os or
sure, These rules have exceptions, but they will help you spell her'oes?
the plural forms of most words that end with o,

 If a word ends with a consonant and o, add es: heroes.
» If a word ends with a vowel and o, add s radios.

Here are some other spelling rules for plurals:

* If a word ends with s, ss, x, ch, or sh, add es: buses, kisses,
taxes, peaches, wishes.

* If a word ends with f or fe, drop the f or fe and add ves:
lect, leaves; wife, wives.

= Some plurals don’t end with s or es: geese, deery, children.

Directions: Write the plural forms of the words.

. Our area doesn’t often have (fornado).

2. How many (radio) does this store sell every month?

3. (Radish) are the same color as apples.

4. Does this submarine carry (torpedo)?

5. Hawaii has a number of active (volcano).

6. Did you pack (knife) in the picnic basket?

7. We heard (echo) when we shouted in the canyon.

8. Where is the list of (address)?

Q9. What will you do when that plant (reach) the ceiling?

10. Sometimes my dad (fix) us milkshakes.

1 1. Every night, my sister (wish) on the first star she sees.

12. Who (furnish) the school with pencils and paper?

13. The author (research) every detail in her books.

ok >
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Generating Gerunds

Gerunds are verbs that end in ing and are used as nouns.

Examples: Laughing is my sister’s favorite pastime.
Jmmy's responsibility will be sweeping the porch.

Directions: Use gerunds to fill in the blanks below. Be sure your answers make sense with

the meaning of the paragraph!

The Obstacle Course

isn’t

everything when you compete in an
obstacle course. First, you have to complete
the course once to register a starting time.
Then, your challenge is to do the course in
a faster time, The competitors at today’s
obstacle course really gave it their all.

was

the hardest part for Kurt. He couldn’t keep

his two feet together.

was eqsier because he could jump and run
at the same time. In the end, he improved

his fime by one whole minute.

was the hardest part for
Trish. Her arms just didn’t move as fast as she
wanted them to. On the other hand, she

thought that

over the pond was easy. She improved her

time by more than a minute. Other

Verbs and Verb Tenses 153

competitors said that was

the easiest part of the course. But everyone

agreed that down

the water slide was the most fun. The

from the crowd

was loudest at the human-made mud pond.
Everyone screamed with laughter when
Maxwell slid into if.

In the end, Donna had the most improved A
time. She was given a ribbon and a free
pass fo a nearby water park. But all the kids
that participated enjoyed themselves.

Sometimes, just your

hardest is the best reward!
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Name

To Infinitives and Beyond!
An infinitive is a verb, usually preceded by to, that is used as a noun, adjective, or adverb.

Examples: Everyone wanted to leave.
To turn down Alice’s offer would be rude.
My little brother tried to solve the problem.

Directions: Underline the infinitives in each sentence.

I. When Aliens Attack Part 2is the movie to watch this summer!
2. The tennis player was determined to win the game.,

3. linvited Dr. Lewis to speak to my class on Career Day,

4. "Not to be a pain,” she said, “but can you turn down the TV while I do my homework?”

5. Angie’s mother insisted that we were to come fo the park as soon as the movie was
over.

6. Yvetta’'s ability to make friends turned her into one of the most well-liked kids in school.
7. [ told my little sister not to answer the door to strangers while I was across the street.
8. Even though she found it to be difficult, Michelle learned to play the violin beautifully.

Q. The girl longed to run, skip. and ride her bicycle for the whole month she had to use
crufches.

|
Challenge: Now, use infinitives to write five sentences of your own. |
|
I
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Scrambled Verbs

Here's a game for two players that tests what you know about verb tfenses.

You will need: a number cube, adhesive tape, a timer or stopwatch, two crayons or markers
of different colors, scratch paper, a pencil

Directions:
I. First, cover a number cube with adhesive tape. Then, write present, past, and
future on the faces of the cube. Write each verb tense on two faces.

2. Each player must select a crayon or marker.
The first player should set the timer for | minute. RN

4. Then, this player must choose a verb from the chart below and
unscramble it. He or she should write it in the box.

5. Then, he or she rolls the cube to determine a verb tense.

6. This player must use the verb correctly in a sentence. If it is
used correctly, the player can color in the square. If not, the other player gets a chance
to use the verb in a sentence and color the square. Then, the second player can fake
a regular turn.

7. Continue taking turns in this fashion.

8. The first player to complete a row across, down, or diagonally wins the game. Remember,
you have only | minute per turn!

&

mitda shlaf casee dysut remgee

parepa chekts actprice velpode veres

rowk covedris rashe cande
riccel ageman follecc shinif macres
dritec sitnel blimc vidpore oncusef

] il
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Just Perfect

Here are three more verb tenses to remember:

present perfect action started in the past and just completed or
still going on.
[ have started my homework already.
past perfect action completed before another action.
[ had finished my math homework long before her calll,

future perfect action that will be starfed and completed in the future.,
[ will have finished all my homework long before [ go
to bed.

Now, this page is

Directions: Arrange each group of words to make a complete senfence. 5
Then, write the sentence, underline the verb, and write its tense. The first ’ |
one has been done for you.

I.MPEESQDLPGKEGLL to traveled My summer this has countries six family far so |

2. of by will visited trip the end our We |2 countries have
|
1
3 until week had Egypt in never a camel a [ ridden ago 1
|
y, on frip most some tasted the foods have of I unusual this |
5 flown to this tomorrow will By have Greece time we
6. . written to home [ my postcards back have at least 50 to friends
5 film pyramids had | of the taken only shots realized few a

| when the camera out was of

156
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How Irregular!

Some verbs are irregular. That means you don’t just add d or ed when you change the
verb to the past participle.

- A — F A L L E N X Y

xample: | ate pancakes yesterday.

[ have eaten breakfast already. Z B T OR E Z F

Directions: Find and circle the past tense and past NS TR OV EE

participle for each of the following irregular verbs. E L A Y D I A L

Words may appear up, down, across, diagonaily. D E B R E R R L

and backwards. Then, use the circled words to

complete the sentences below. b T N R I T O A

: . I O X R O § § 1
fear strive arise
lie break fall R R B R O K E N
write ride X W R I T T E N

. My sister and ] at 7:00 am. Our parents had an
hour earlier to start the campfire.

2.1 off my horse yesterday. I have never off a
horse before.

3. Ihad already several miles along the rocky trail when the accident
occurred, but [ got back on and back to camp.

Y. Last night, araccoon ____ intfo our cooler to look for food. That's better
than the bear that had into Mr. Alexander’s cabin last summer.

5. After along hike, 1 down on a flat rock. [ had only there
about two minufes when [ saw a bald eagle fly overhead.

6. My sister to reach the top of the mountain before everyone else,
but then she has always to be the first at everything.

7. lslipped and a hole in my jeans. When 1took off my jacket, I noticed
that 1 had that, too.

8. [ was flipping through the pages of my journal when I found an unopened note my
friend had me. | immediately read it and her
back.

74_-‘33

ﬁﬁﬁ; =
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More Irregqularities

For some irregular verbs, the past tense and past participle are the same.

Example: The past tense and past participle of the verb stand is stood.

We stand to salute the flag.
The children stood in line for 15 minutes.
QOur house has stood for 150 years.

Directions: To complete each sentence, write the past tense or past participle of the verb
that is bold. Then, write the boxed letters in order at the bottom of the page to answer the

riddle.
[. shine It has been days since the sun has

2. deal The president’s speech with education.
3. slide The children down the hill.

4. flee The frightened child fo safety.

5. hold The boy had on as long as he could.

6. spin The car had out of control.

7. leave Everyone about an hour ago.

8. sit He at the bus stop for over an hour.

9. keep You have never a single promise!

0. hang The portrait had in the hall for generations.
L. lay They had no sooner

in their muddy shoes.
12. catch 1 had a glimpse of her just in time.
13. shrink Ann cried when she saw that her new sweater had
4. sting The hornet me on the leg.

How could the man go without sleep for seven days and not be fired?

Total Reading Grade 6 458

down when the children ran through the room

SO much.
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Choose, Chose, Chosen

Irregular verbs can be confusing because you don't just add d or ed fo form the past fense
or the past participle. You also don’t need a helping verb such as have, has, or had to form
the past tense, but you do need a helping verb with a past participle.

Examples: present: | choose to read.
past: You chose wisely.
past participle: He has chosen a blue shirt.

Directions: Underline the correct verb form from the choices in parentheses.

1. [ (brung. brought) my wallet with me but [ have
(forgot, forgoiten) my keys again!

2. [ had (did, done) everything humanly possible to help so 1
(went, gone) home.

3. l accidentally (threw, thrown) away all the notes I had
(took, taken) in science class last week.

Y. My friends (saw, seen) me coming before I had (saw, seen) them.

5. Jack (began, begun) to realize that he had (chose, chosen) the wrong clothes o wear
on such a cold day.

6. We had not (knew, known) until this morning that you (were, been) in town.

7. Mack’s parents had (forbbade, forbidden) him fo swim in the river, but he (swam, swum)
there anyway.

8. Have you always (got, goften) up so early, or have you just (began, begun) to get up
at daybreak?

Q. My computer had just (froze, frozen) for the third time, so | (gave, given) up and
(wrote, written) my report by hand.

10. No one (knew, known) that 1 had (wrote, written) the song myself until I (sang, sung) it
for them.

I'l. Mindy and | have not (spoke, spoken) since the last time she (was, been) af her
grandparents’ house.

12. It had (grew. grown) too cold fo stay outside any longer, so everyone (came, come)
Inside.

Verbs and Verb Tenses
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Suffixes ful and ly

Directions: Add the suffix ful or ly to the word from the box that makes sense in the
senfence.

harm eqQsy
care glad
use brave
rest sudden
hope Clear
I. Plecse be when you use the iron.
2. a flock of geese swept across the sky.

3. Our vacation at the beach was so

4. Sandy got an "A” on her speech because she spoke so

5. Our tfeam is that we will make the playoffs,

6. Some activities are to your health.

7. Manuel climbed the free to get his sister’s escaped parakeet.
8. [ will deliver your papers for you while you are gone.

Q. Your notes will be as you prepare for the test.

10. The class aced the test

Prefixes and Suffixes

Total Reading Grade 6
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Putting It All Together

Directions: Underline the incorrect forms of iregular verbs in each sentence. Then, write
the correct ones on the line.

L My brother was so angry he flinged his backpack across the

room.

2. Until | had saw that documentary, | thought giant squids didn’t
really exist.

3. The new sweatshirt | had wore only once shrunk two sizes.

Y, Have you spoke to your parents yet about getting a puppy?

5. I had ran at least a mile before [ begun to slow down.

6. Have you ever swam across the lake?

: People had began smelling smoke just moments before the
alarm gone off.

8. Our family has drove to the shore countless times, but never
has the traffic been as bad as it was today.

9 The plane had no sooner took off before the captain
announced that we must return 1o the airport immediately.

10. Our school chorus sung a song that a fifth-grade student had
wrote,

1. The police caught the man who had stole our car.

2. _ My alarm clock rung just as | awoke.

13. The ouftfit | had chose for the dance was really awesome,

4. She had hid the box so well that she herself couldn’t find it

& My brother sweared that he hadn’t told anyone.

B
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Who's Who?

Adjectives can be used to compare. Add er to most adjectives of one or two syllables to
compare two people, places, or things. Add est fo most adjectives of one or two syllables
to compare three or more people, places, or things.

Directions: Write er or est fo complete each adjective in the story. Then, write the name

of each sibling above his or her picture and circle the item that each one purchases.

i aggieis the old____ buf not the

tall of five siblings. Although Max is the

of all, he is tall than both

young

Maggie and Missy. Morris is young than

Maggie but not short than Maggie or
Missy. Melvin, the quiet of the five, is
also the small____ . Who's who?

Maggie. Morris, Max, Missy, and Melvin
are shopping at the Coolkids® store at the
mall. It has absolutely everything. As an avid
stuffed animal collector, Maggie is buying

the large of two pandas. Max, who is

always locking for a bargain, will get the

Adjectives

cheap video he can find. Missy loves

to read. She has just enough money to buy

a book with the funni

jokes and riddles
ever written. It is also the thick_____ and

heavi _kids’ book she's ever bought.

Melvin really likes jigsaw puzzles. Today, he
found four puzzles he’'d like to have. He has

decided on the puzzle with the few

numiber of pieces. Morris is trying fo decide
between two skateboards. After frying out

and

both of them, he picks the long

NArrow one. Which item did each

sibling buy?
©

e Ye
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This, That, These, Those

The adjectives this and that are singular. The adjectives these and those are plural. This
and these refer fo things that are nearby. That and those refer to things that are farther
away.

Examples: This elevator we are riding is called a "lift” in England.
Those apartments across the street are called “flafs.”

Directions: Use this and that correctly in the sentences below.

l. cookie I have in my hand is called a "biscuit” in England.

car trunk over there is called a “boot.”

parking lot is called a “car park.”

vacation we took last year would be called a “holiday.”

box of French fries Monica has is called “chips.”

® s B M

can of fruit on the shelf is called a “bottle” of fruit.

Directions: Use these and those correctly in the sentences below.

l. dollars she is handing you are the English form of currency

cdlled "pounds.”

2.Isn’t it interesting how baby carriages across the street are
called "prams”?

3. bathrooms we just passed are called “loos.”

Y. 7 gallons of gas you purchased af the |last gas station would be

called "petrol” in Engiand.
5. All soccer games you had fun playing in would be called

“football games.”

6. differences show that even though people in both countries
speak English., we are separate and unique in our own language.

=y
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Did You Know?

A proper adjective is formed from a proper noun. It always begins with a capital letter.

Directions: Identify the proper adjectives in the animal facts below and use proofreaders’
marks to capitalize them.

Here's how to use

I. The komodo dragon is actually ¢ lizard, not a dragon. proofreaders’ marks to

. capitalize letters:
2. The south american Goliath spider is four inchas long, has ¢

german  irish

107 inch leg span, I-inch fangs, and eats birds.

3. The animal we call the american buffalo is really a bison.
Y. The california condor is a large bird that eats the

remains of dead animails.

5. The african elephant is larger than the indian elephant.

6. The nile crocodile will remain underwater more than an hour in order to surprise its
unsuspecting prey.

7. Unable to do anything but fight, amazon ants steal the larvae of other ants and keep
them as slave ants fo build their homes and feed them.

8. The alaskan brown bear is one of several mammails that is a scavenger, feeding on
dead seals, walruses, and whales.

Q. In european folklore, the hoot of an owl is a warning of death.

10. The male darwin frog has a pouch in his mouth in which he hatches eggs.

I'l. The adult siberian tiger, the largest big cat, reaches a length of 10 feet and a weight

of 585 pounds.

12. The kiwi, a new zealand bird, is unable to fly.

13. Pandas eat chinese bamboo shoots; koalas eat australian eucalyptus leaves.

14. 1t is said that siamese cats, a breed that likely originated in Thailand, were trained to
guard the king’s palace and attack intruders by jumping on their backs.

15. The chihuahua is the smallest breed of dog and was named after the mexican state

of the same name.,
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Proper Nouns and Adjectives

Proper nouns and adjectives always begin with a capital letter.

e T il
Examples: Mount Rainier ' ™
the Sahara Desert (the is usually not capitalized)
the English language RN
Italians &

Directions: Use proofreaders’ marks o show each geographical name that should be
capitalized.

australia is the smallest continent on Earth. The western half of this continent is
dominated by the great sandy desert, the gibson desert, and the great victoria desert.
Two mountain ranges, the macdonnell range and the musgrave range, are located in
this area. The great dividing range is a long mountain chain that runs along australia’s
eastern coastline. Surrounding this small contfinent are the indian ocean, the fimor seq,
the arafura seq, the coral sea, and the pacific ocean. You may have read about the
great barrier reef, which lies between its northeast shoreline and the coral sea. J

australia is divided into six main areas: western australia, south australia, the northern |
territory, queensland, new south wales, and victoria. The capital of australia is canberra,
which is located in new south wales. Its highest point is mt. kosciusko, which is southwest |
of canberra. Two large lakes, lake eyre and lake torrens, lie in south australia. The darling,
warrego, and murray rivers flow through the southeast corner. Much of australia’s land
is used for grazing sheep and cattle. |

Directions: Use proofreaders’ marks to show each word that should be capitalized. |
I. americans and the english speak the english language.

english is a germanic language, as are german and dutch. |

swedish, norwegian, and danish are also germanic languages.

italian and spanish are two romance languages. |

The romance languages come from latin, the language of all romans. |

The languages of the russians, poles, czechs, and slavs have a commaon origin.

Many africans speak hebrew and arabic.

The language of indians and pakistanis is hindustani.

Many american students study french and german.

© 2 @ N DO O F @R

spanish and latin are also offen studied.
|
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Comparing With Adjectives

The comparative form of an adjective is used
to compare two nouns. It is formed in two ways: by adding the
suffix er to the adjective or by using the words more or less
with the adjective.

Examples:

David is a faster runner than Thomas.
David is more diligent at track practice than Thomas.

The superlative form of an adjective is used o
compare three or more nouns. It is also formed in two
ways: by adding the suffix est o the adjective or by
using the words most or least with the adjective.

Examples:

David is the fastest runner on the track team.
David is the most diligent worker on the track team.

Directions: Circle the adjective of comparison in each of the following sentences. On the
line, write if the adjective is written using the comparative form or the superlative form.

I. Central High has the shortest basketioall team in the league.

2. One of their most skillful plays is to pass the ball through their opponents'
legs.

3. Central wins a lot of games because the feam's players are more clever
dribblers than the opposing players.

Y. The opposing team is dizzier because Central dribbles circles around
them.

5. The foughest game of the year was against South High.

6. Central's captain won the game with the fanciest shot of the game.

Adjectives 5@ Total Reading Grade 6
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What Did You Say?

Adverbs can show comparison. To compare two actions, add the suffix er or use the words I
more or less. This is called using the comparative degree. '

To compare more than two actions, add the suffix est or use the words most or least. This
is called using the superlative degree.

eagerly more eagerly  most eagerly
carefully  less carefully  least carefully
well better best

low lower lowest

The spellings of some adverbs change
when you use comparative and superlative
degrees. Here are some examples:

Directions: Benjamin Bing brags about everything, but he always uses adverbs incorrectly.
Read what Benjamin has to say. Underline each mistake. Then, rewrite each sentence
correctly. |

|. Everyone knows [ can do wheelies more better and more long than you can!

2. My older brother swims the most fast of all the kids at camp. |

3. Our dog Spike growls ferociouslier than the dog next door.

Y. [ think the Rockets hockey feam plays the most skillfulliest of all the feams.

I
5. [finished my homework even more quicklier today than yesterday. I
I

6. I'm a great tennis player because I serve the ball more hard than the other players.

7. My mother jogs more farther in |5 minutes than your mother does.

8. My sister writes more rapidlier and neatlier than Jenny does.

\
|
g \
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Where and When

Some adverbs such as here, there, outside, and nearby fell where something is located.
Other adverbs such as always, never, today, and early tell when something is faking place.

Directions: Write the adverb that correctly completes the sentence and fits in the puzzle.
Each adverb must tell either when or where. The first one has been done for you.

PIEIR|ITIO|IDT ¢ ATLTLY

Across:
I. We
5. [take a vitamin
7. Please play
8. Wesawhim____
10. Doitright |
1. Please come
14, The sky is :

6. Nothing lasts .
7. Not late but .
18. He lives

Adverbs

go to the movies.

4

Down:

N OO0 F DN

. Don’'t ever say

. She hid the cookies

Comehere |
[ haven't seen you
We've looked
Wecan'tfindit .
Please sit

Do you come here

breadbox.

167
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Adverbs that modify verbs function as adverbs of time,
place, or manner. Adverbs that modify adjectives

or other adverbs function as adverbs of degree,

also called intensifiers.

Examples: We went to the big game today. (time)
People were selling programs everywhere. (place)
He was really tired after his workout. (degree)

Directions: Circle each adverb. Tell if it is an adverb of time, place, manner, or degree.

I. The roads were impassable because it snowed today.

2. We unwillingly resigned ourselves to staying at home.

3. Could we travel there in this storm? ‘.

4. We would be greatly cheered by a weather change.

Directions: Circle each intensifier or adverb of degree. Draw an arrow to the word it
modifies. On the line, identify the modified word as an adverb or adjective. |

I. She was quite easily upset by any change in plans.

2. We made rather extensive plans for our summer vacation.

3. We are planning an extremely exciting trip.

4. She very firmly refused to go at all.

Many adverbs have a positive, a comparative, and a superlative form. |
soon;soffly sooner, more softly soonest, most softly

Directions: Rewrite each sentence twice. Use the comparative form of the underlined "
adverb first, then use the superlative form.

I. He ran fast in the race.

2. She walked home from school quickly,

Ev 2]
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Confusing Adjectives and Adverbs

Good, bad, sure, and real are adjectives. They modify nouns.
Examples: That was a good dinner. He made a bad choice.

Badly, surely, and really are adverbs.
They modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverps.
Examples: He ran badly. He really wanted to go.

Better, worse, best, and worst cre adjectives if they

modify nouns. They are adverbs if they modify verbs,

adverbs, or adjectives.

Examples: That's my best work. (adjective)
He sang best last night. (adverb)

Well is an adjective if it refers to health.
Well is an adverb if it tells how something is done.
Examples: She feels well today. (adjective)

He rode the horse well, (adverb)

Directions: Circle the correct word in parentheses. On the line, write whether it is an adverb
or adjective. Then, underline the word(s) in the sentence it modifies.

. Tim was (sure, surely) he could go to the museum.

He wanted to go with his friends (bad, badly).

He (sure, surely) could finish his work before noon.

Susan had done a (good, well) job of convincing him o try.

Tim thought he could manage (good, better) with a schedule.

He could make (beftter, well) time if he was organized.

His list of chores was (worse, bad) than he thought,

Tim first cleaned up his room (real, really) well.

2 B N s oo R W M

He just had to see the (real, really) dinosaur fossil.

o

Tim felt (well, good) and whistled as he worked.

I'l. He always worked (est, good) under pressure.

12. It tumed out to be a (real, really) pleasure to help.

Adverbs 169 Total Reading Grade 6




Suffixes less and ness

Directions: Add the suffix less or ness to complete each sentence.

. We adopted a home dog from the pound.

. My favorite thing albbout the dog is the soft of its fur.

. The thick _{} ¥, of its fur keeps the dog warm.

. D scared our dog at first, so it slept in my brother’s room.

. [t was use 1o fry to break the dog of that habit!

. Our house was never spot before the dog arrived, but it is
definitely messy now.

. Feeling at home with our new pet was pain

. We were not care A when we named our dog.

Prefixes and Suffixes 7 Total Reading Grade 6




The simple subject of a sentence tells who
or what the sentence is about. It is a noun
or 4 pronoun,

Example: My mom is turning forty this year.

Directions: Circle the simple subject in each sentence.

10.
1.

12.

. The cat ate all its food.

Name

Simple Subjects

Mom is the simple subject.

They watched the basketball game.
Loretta is going to lunch with her friend.
José likes strawberry jam on his toast,
The reporter interviewed the victim.

She turned down the volume.

. The farm animails waited to be fed.

Can you lift weights?

The fan did litfle to coot the hot room.

Thomas Jefferson was one of the founding fathers of our country.
I have a lot to do tonight.

Will you go to the movie with us?

. We enjoyed the day at the park.

I4. Our petis a dog.
15. She retrieved her homework from the garbage.
Total Reading Grade 6 170
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Simple Predicates

The simple predicate of a sentence tells what the subject does, is doing, did, or will do.
The simple predicate is always a verb.

Example:
My mom is turning forty this year.
"Is turning” is the simple predicate.

Directions: Underline the simple predicate in each
sentence. Include all helping verps.

|. [bought school supplies at the mall.
2. The tiger chased its prey.

3. Mark will be arriving shortly.

Y. The hamburgers are cooking now.
5. We will aftend my sister’s wedding.

6. The dental hygienist cleaned my teeth.

7. My socks are hanging on the clothesline.

8. Where are you going?

Q. The dog is running toward its owner.

10. Ramos watched the tornado in fear.
1 1. Please wash the dishes after dinner.

12. My dad cleaned the garage yesterday.

13. We are going hiking at Yellowstone today.

4. The picture shows our entire family at the family picnic.

15. Our coach will give us a pep talk before the game.

Subjects and Predicates 17 Total Reading Grade 6
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A Lemonade Lesson

When two or more sentences contain the same predicate but different
subjects, you can combine them to form @ single sentence with a compound @
subject. To do this you can use and or or to combine the subjects. ;

When two sentences have the same subject but different predicates, you can combine

them to form a single sentence with a compound predicate. To do this you can use or,
and, or but to combine the verbs.

Directions: Revise this story so that all the sentences have compound subjects or compound
predicates. The first one has been done for you.

I. We were hot after working in the garden. We were really thirsty, too. We were

M@@Mﬂm@w;

2. My sisters wanted some lemonade. [ wanted some lemonade, too.

3. [ grabbed a bunch of lemons. [ carefully cut them in hailf.

4. Annie looked all over for the pitcher. Annie finally found it.

5. Donna squeezed all the lemons by hand. She poured the juice into a pitcher.

6. Annie added an equal amount of ice water. She stirred with the long wooden spoon.

7. Donna said, “You can get three glasses. You can pour the lemonade now.”

8. Annie said, "Hurry up! We're thirsty.” Donna said, "Hurry up! We're thirsty.”

9. Annie fook a big gulp and swallowed. Donna took a big gulp and swallowed. | took
a big gulp and swallowed,

Total Reading Grade 6 Subjects and Predicates




Name

Predicate Power

Predicate nouns and predicate adjectives are used with forms of the verb to be and other
linking verbs. They refer back to the subject of the sentence.

predicate noun predicate adjective
Example: Johnis afriend. John is redlly funny.

Directions: |. Write any noun or pronoun on the subject line,
2. Write a form of the verb to be on the predicate line. Here are some examples:

is was have, has been will be
are were had been could have been

Be sure the verb agrees with your subject.

3. Pick a scrambled word. The first letter is underlined. After unscrambling the
word, write it on the last line. If it is a noun, add an article such as @, an, or
the, or make the noun plural so that it makes sense.

uchgor eggoruso apleruse
ninwer cykyu halentep -
razerip crusidiulo nestorm
dibelercni abyetu castifnat
Subject Form of verb “to be” Predicate noun or adjective

O ® N O E w N

. : R
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Agreement of Subject and Verb

A singular subject takes a singular verb.
Example: Bill washes the dishes.

A plural subject takes a plural verb.
Example: They watch television.

A compound subject connected by and takes a plural verb.
Example: Mary and Bill read books.

For a compound subject connected by

either/or or neither/nor, the verb agrees with

the subject closer to it.

Examples: Either my aunt or my uncle
takes us to games. Neither my grandfather
nor my grandmothers are over 85 years old.

A singular indefinite pronoun as the subject takes

a singular verb (anybody, anyone, everybody,
everyone, Nno one, somebody, someone, something).
Example: Everyone enjoys games.

Directions: Write the correct present-tense form of each verb on the line.

I. Everyone wearing interesting hats. (enjoy)

2. Many people hats for various activities. (wear)

3. One factory only felt hats. (make)

Y. Either bamboo grass or the leaves of a pine free wonderful straw

hats. (make)

5. Factories straw hats, too. (produce)

6. Somebody the straw material. (braid)

7. Either machines or a worker the braided material. (bleach)

8. Chemicals and gelatins straw hats. (stiffen)
Q. Ironing the hat-making process. (finish)

Total Reading Grade 6 174 Subjects and Predicates
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Dear Agent 001 . ..

J

W

all the direct ob
jects and ob .
the message ind objects of prepositions in di . o
ge says. Write a noun or @ prono&iqfwlggsspt;?eoriﬂg ink. Try to ﬁéure out wh
ank at

| Dear Agent 001,

;.; 'm writing DU from ————— . lshould

' pe doing e put 1 just don't feel ike it. 1 hope you-know-

' who doesn't see P e but even if she does. she won't be
obie torged —————— pecause I'm using ———— D S

\ Anyway. { wanted fO e aoouf ,:___,_ffw___for

L e on . RS I've already asked
e and it’s okay i Mgl s e ,but we really

do need O mnaoke ———————

1t's only TwO weeks from

\ i . Canyou meet af

—

- ——

e after /’? | can be there by

DR It only fakes about P B __toget
": there. I'll stop or i EN e = _____and buy SOMme ——————

e ERESC T , and L e so we'll have

something O snack on while we talk. By the way. { don't have to pe home unfil

___to work

et

so we have plenty of ————

out everything. please el e to come along. 100, but

know about

whatever you do. don't lef P o . PR
B because | really wanf 1o
SUTpIise — — . Oops. 1have to go!
- TR ey and

: loter

s ———— e ————

Direct and Indirect Objects

Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Missing Objects

Directions: Each of the following sentences tells about a well-known character from
nursery rhyme or fairy tale. Each sentence is also missing either a direct object or an
indirect object. Use the * symbol to show where the missing object should be. Then, insert
it. The first one has been done for you. h

m

I. After they were summoned by Cld King Cole, the three fiddlers played A amerry tune.
2. Mrs. Muffet fixed her lovely young daughter.
3. Cld Mother Hubbard threw a big bone after returning from the market.

U. The very practical third little pig built himself.

5. Each fime Pinocchio tells another lig, his nose grows longer.

6. Jill handed Jack and ran up the hill with him to get some water.

7. The pie man didn't offer any of his wares for he had nc money.

8. Red Riding Hood brought a basket of goodies.

Q. Hansel broke off a chunk of gingerbread from the witch’s coftage and gave his sister
Gretel,

10. A trickster gave a handful of magical beans for the cow.

1. Jack fetched on the hill.

12. Baa, baa, black sheep gave to his master.

Total Reading Grade 6 176 Direct and Indirect Objects
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Be Brief

An abbreviation is the shortened form of a word, Many abbreviations begin with a capital
letter and end with a period. Initials are a type of abbreviation you can use for certain
names and expressions. They replace a word or a whole name,

Directions: Lisa Lewis is always making lists. To save fime, she uses abbreviations and inifials.
Read Lisa’s list and underline the abbreviations and initials she used. Then, list the
abbreviations and initials and write what each means. Don’t forget 1o include capital
letters and periods where they belong.

~ Mons, Sept. 10+h

» telephone cord—  « phone co. |
A5 ft e pr.damison W
* i yd. of material ar 11 AM. _
e fapric glue~8 oz ° Mr. Smythe '.
* 2 ¢4 white paint ., . .
* 1 pt. yellow paint  « Write Sen. Leroy |
* 2 {p. finishing and Rep. Lee.

nails * Stop by Jan's

apte 3% 3 PiMe

© N OO E w N
w
|
i
H
[
|
|
{
i
|

—

Abbreviations 177 Total Reading Grade 6
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State It

The United States Postal Service has a standard abboreviation for every state. For example,
Alabama is abbreviated as AL, Kansas as KS, and Tennessee as TN. When you write an
address in letters and on envelopes, you should use these abbreviations, Can you identify
all fifty states and the postal abbreviation for each? Test yourself and see.

Directions: Write the abbreviation for each state on the map.

o

A
N
.

=

Total Reading Grade 6 1718 Abbreviations




Name

Abbreviation Station

Directions: How well do you know your abbreviations? Play this game to find out. Each
player needs a coin and small button to use as a marker.

I. Flip the coin to determine how many spaces to move your marker. Move 2 spaces if
it’s heads up., and | space if it's tails up.

2. You will land on an abbreviation. Tell what it means and how o use if. For example,
Dr. is the abbreviation for the title "Doctor.” It is written before a person’s name.

3. The first player who goes from START to FINISH along any of the paths wins. Then, write
all the words on the lines.

cont.
Inc.
bldg. F
m.o.h. Gen.
Nov.
Ui
cm mi
SW
chap.
Pres. etc,
tsp.
Rd.
it &
GE
Pp.
A7 km
dept.
b ST No.
Abbreviations 179 Total Reading Grade 6
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Selecting Suffixes

Directions: Write the word with a suffix from the word box that fits the definition.

supportfive
absence
truthfil
thoughtful
cheerful

patience
intelligence
forgetfut
doubftful
active

I. thinking carefully

2. has trouble remembering

3. having a sunny attitude

U. keeping busy

5. disbelieving or questioning

6. always telling the truth

7. the state of not being present

8. smartness

Q. showing great care or concern

10. ability to wait calmly

Total Reading Grade &
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A Recipe for a Sentence

And, but, yet, or. and so are coordinating conjunctions. Use them to join together words,
phrases, and sentences. Be sure to add a comma before a conjunction when you use

it to combine two sentences.

Directions: Read the sentences in the first column. Find related sentences in the second
column. Look in the third column to find the best conjunction to combine the sentences.
Write your new sentences on the lines below.

s

. 3tir together | cup butter and
Iz cups brown sugar in a bowl,

2. Put 2 cups flour into another
bowl and add | teaspoon
baking soda.

3. Combine the wet and dry
ingredients.

4. Add 2 cups chocolate chips to
the mixture.

5. Drop spoonfuls of the batter
onto a cookie sheet.

6. Bake the cookies for |10 minutes.

Name

Then, add two eggs. or
Stir, SO
Also add | cup of nuts with the but
chips if you like nuts.

and
Place the spoonfuls about |7
inches apart. and
Take them out of the oven when put

they turn golden brown.

The cookies will rise when they're
in the oven.

Total Reading Grade 6
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Name

The Best of Three

A subordinating conjunction such as although, after, when, or while joins a dependent
clause to an independent clause in a sentence. You can write most sentences with a
subordinating conjunction in one of two different ways.

Example: When my friends arrived, [ was still doing my homework.
I was still doing my homework when my friends arrived.

When a senfence begins with a subordinating conjunction, use a comma to separate
the two clauses.

Directions: Read each group of subordinating conjunctions and the pair of sentences
that goes with it. Choose the best conjunction to join the sentences. Then, write the new
senfences you can make con the lines undermeath.

I. while unless because She refuses to speck tc me. [ apologize fo her.

2. since when until You hear what [ have to say. Don'f say a word.

3. while whether where | make dinner. You can setf the table.

Y, asif eventhough assoonas I[sfill couldn’t go.'d finished my homework.

5. although asif after Our parents called us. We hurried home.

6. wherever whenever whereas You want to leave. Just let us know.

Conjunctions 18 Total Reading Grade 6




Speechless!

Directions: Read the beginning part of each sentence. Then, choose
one of these subordinating conjunctions to begin a clause that
will complete the sentence. The first one is done for you.

Qs soon as plel} so that

if while because
when after before

until since whenever
for unless even though

I. You'd better take off those shoes J_IL‘_tb_e)LQ.r_e_de_dyj—— ‘
|

2. Please fix me a sandwich

3. Tam really nervous J

4. I'll be there

5. Don’t forget to walk the dog

6. Take out the garbage

7. 1am grounded for two weeks

8. I'm gluing it back together

Q. I'm not doing the dishes tonight -

Total Reading Grade 6 182 Conjunctions
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Riddle Time

Some prepositional phrases are like adjectives. They describe nouns
or pronouns and tell how many, what kind, and which one.

Other prepositional phrases are like adverbs. They describe verbs,
adjectives, and other adverbs and tell how, when, where, and to
what extent.

Directions: Read the following riddles. Underline the prepositional phrase |
or phrases in each riddle and write adjective or adverb fo tell how the ="
phrase is functioning in the sentence. Then, try to answer the riddles.

I. A man drove a car with a flat tire across the country but didn’t know it was flat,
How was this possible?

2. What can you draw without a pencil and paper?

3. What's the first thing you do in the morning?

4. Why did the secretary place a clock under her desk?

5. What do you call the science of shopping?

6. What's worse than a millipede with sore feet? —

7. Why can’t you catch a cold going up inan elevator?

8. Which weighs more, a pound of feathers or a pound of potatoes?

Q9. Why did the baseball team sign a player with two heads?

10. How can you say rabbit without the letter r?

I 1. What goes around a yard but cannot move?

12. How could six people stand under a small umbrella and not get wet?

H;\"?‘:‘l
Prepositional Phrases 183 Total Reading Grade 6




One Long Sentence

Prepositions like inside, near, and under fell lccation. Other prepositions such as toward,
through, and past tell direction. Still other prepositions like during, until, and since tell time.

Directions: Meet Marvin. About the only time you won't see Marvin on his bike is when
he’s at school. Unscramble the prepaositions below. Then, write the longest
sentence you can about Marvin’s bike ride, using as many
prepositional phrases as possible. The sentence has 7 (
been started and ended for you.

v newtbee vero

pu soscar Tunli
stap ovedab fenx ot
logan wond wradot
debyno insec . undora
noit druen freboe
hebnid rane nUpo
hateneb morf rughoth
noot beedis

Marvin rode his bike out of the garage,

and he still got home before noon!

Total Reading Grade 6 | "1’84 Prepositional Phrases




Name

The Object s . ..

A prepositional phrase begins with a preposition and ends with the object of the preposition.
When you use a pronoun as the object of a preposition, be sure o use an objecT pronoun.
The object pronouns are me, you, him, her, it, us, and them. 7 AR

Directions: As you read the following story, you will notice that Greg
did not complete the prepositional phrases. Help him out by adding
the missing objects and any other words that describe the object.

L ast night, my friend Steve and [ decided 1o sleep outside in

. Accerding to the weather forecast
called for clear skies with . [ found the sleeping bags undernearh
in . 1 also packed some snacks for

. We could hardly wait for it to get dark. We unrolled our sleeping

bags and put them just beyond .

finally got dark. Soon we'd hear the owls and some of the other critters that live in the

woocds arcund . Steve and [ played scme games and talked

about . Then, we had a snack and crawled into

. We were just about asleep when we were startled by a rustling sound.

“It's probably just a raccoon,” [ said, as I nervously reached for

. Steve didn’t say anything, but I could tell he was scared.
Well, it wasn’t a critter. It was my liffle brother Tommy, dragging his blanket and pillow

behind

“What are you doing here?” | asked. “You know, Tommy, you almost scared the

wits out of

“Sorry, Greg.” he said. "l wanted to sleep outside with

“Well, okay.” I sighed. "Just wrap the blanket around and

come lie down next 1o

"Goodnight, Greg and Steve, ” said Tommy, “and thanks.”

Prepositional Phrases % s Total Reading Grade 6




A prepositional phrase is a group of words that begins with a preposition and ends with

Prepositional Phrases

a noun or pronoun. It can act as an adjective or adverb.

E

Directions: Underline the prepositional phrase in each sentence.

2. Peanuts are native to South America.

3. Peanut pods develop beneath the ground.

xamples: Pineapple is also grown outside of Hawaii. (adverb) ‘
The sandwiches with the peanut butter were the best ones. (adjective)
We ate the peanut butter sandwiches at night. (adverb)

. Peanuts are enjoyed around the world.

Peanuts are part of the legume family.

U. The pegs, which are the pod stems, push their way under the sail. !
|
|

Most peanuts are grown in Africa and Asia.

Directions: Tell whether each prepositional phrase acts as an adjective or an adverb.

2.

. Wait until choir practice is over to eat peanut butter.

Peanut butter on a spoon is a delicicus and quick snack.

Have you ever enjoyed celery with peanut butter and raising?

Try your peanut butter sandwich with cold milk.

[ love peanut butter on toast.

l enjoy eating peanuts at a ball game.

jEE=

Total Reading Grade 6 186 Prepositional Phrases
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Preposition, Adverb, or Verb?

Don’t confuse prepositions with adverbs or with phrases made of to plus a verb.

Examples: All the students went to the zoo. (preposition)
We really wanted to go. (verb part)
We started getting excited before the trip. (preposition)
Have you gone to the zoo before? (adverb)

Directions: identify each bold word as a preposition, adverb, or verb part.

I. It was incredible how they had trained the animals to move like that!

2. A monkey followed me to the concession stand.

3. A beautiful dove flew around the audience.

4. A sealtossed a ball around to show off.

5. We took pictures of the walrus before the show.

6. | had never seen a walrus up close before.

7. The walrus waddled beyond the stage over to the audience,

8. My friends were brave, and they decided to stay and pet him.

Q. David asked us, "Who wants to see the Dolphin Show at 2:007-

10. The whale catapulted to the top and grabbed the fish.

1. The monkeys would have liked to swing through the trees.

12. 1looked up when [ heard the parrot talk.

13. [ noticed a pigeon flying around.

I4. The elephants came near,

I15. The pigeon carried the message to its destination.

16. The chimpanzees shouted across the water.

Prepositional Phrases 187 Total Reading Grade 6




A simple sentence has a complete subject and predicate,
Example: The little brown rabbit hopped all around the yard.

A compound sentence has two or more simple sentences joined together.
Example: Pafrick tried fo pick the rabbit up, but it quickly hopped away.

Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences
|

A complex sentence contains one independent clause and one or more
dependent clauses. |
Example: After several tries, Patrick finally caught the frightened rabbit.

Directions: Label the sentences below as simple, compound, or complex.

.Jack and Sam were planning their summer vacation.
. Jack, who loved to hike and climb, wanted to go to the mountains.
. Sam called the fravel agency, but no one answered the phone.
. They needed some advice about their fravel plans. ~
. Since they had been to the mountains last year, Sam thought going to a lake

would be better this time.
. They finally decided to fish the first week of their vacation and head for the

mountains the second week.

|

o3 l

e Sl 'v‘ Al W |
:

l
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Directions: Write the sentences below according to the directions.
I. Write a simple sentence with a compound subject,

2. Write a simple sentence with a compound verb.

3. Write a compound sentence using and as the conjunction.

4. Write a complex sentence using the subordinating conjunction affer.

Total Reading Grade 6 1‘?8’@ Writing Sentences
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Windy Weather

Remember: Follow punctuation rules whenever you wrife a sentence.
Periods are used at the end of a sentence.
Commas are used to separate ifems in a list or to separate parts of a sentence.
Question marks are placed at the end of a question.
Exclamation points end a command or sentence that expresses a strong emotion.

Directions: Read the following letter and insert the commas or end marks that are missing
frorm each sentence.

Dear Scarecrow Tin Man and Lion

Hey guys how are you Thanks to everyone’s help | arrived
safely back in Kansas The balloon ride was so much fun Being
so high up in the air was scary at first but [ got used to it [ was
almost sad when the exciting journey was over You know what
they say, though—there’s no place like home

Auntie Em and Uncle Henry were happy to see me They
said they missed me very much while 1 was in Oz It was great
to see them too. Would you like to visit me here in Kansas
Auntie Em says you can come for supper anytime Just look for
the Wizard's balloon so you can hitch a ride 1 really miss you
guys and [ would love it if you'd come for a visit Hope fo see
you soon

Love
Dorothy

Directions: Now, write your own lefter to a friend or family member you haven’t seen in
a long time. Make sure to write in complete sentences. When you are done, go back
and circle all the periods, commas, question marks, and exclamation points you used.

Dear

Writing Sentences 189 Total Reading Grade 6




Suffix Definitions

Directions: Write the definition of each word using the suffix definitions in the word Dox.

ness means "quality of being”
ble means "capable of being”

|. bleakness

2. permissible

3. breakable

4. blindness

5. steadiness

6. admissible

7. furriness

8. believable

Prefixes and Suffixes 5 ; Total Reading Grade 6




Did Not! Did Too!

Use quotation marks to show someone’s exact words or thoughts.
Example: "l loved the present you gave me,” she cried.

Directions: Insert quotation marks wherever they are needed in the story below.

[ can’t believe you barged info mg/ room WIThOUTkﬂOCkIﬂg' RITO sc:iciir.”

I did knock, Robbie replied. You just didn’t hear me because you were
yapping on the phone.

Well, | heard your giant feet crashing down the hall, Bigfoot! Rita teased.

Robbie frowned. Don't call me Bigfoot! he wamed. At least I don’t have
big ears like you. You're on the phone so much, your ears are enormous.

Mom, Robbie’s picking on me! Rita yelled.

Robbie yelled, No, Mom, Rita’s picking on me!

Since you two have nothing better to do, I have some chores for you,
their mother called to them.

Robbie and Rita looked at each other. Quick! Robbie said. We'll go in
my room and say we're studying for a math test. That always works!

Great ideq, bro! You're the best! Rita said.

Total Reading Grade 6 Writing Sentences
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Fix the Ads

Use capital letters at the beginning of a sentence and ¢t the beginning of proper nouns
and adjectives.

Directions: Rewrite the following newspaper ads using capital letters in the correct places.

is time running out for You? do you have Some time on
your hands? whatever your problem, connie’s clock
store Can Help! stop by our store on main street to see
our huge selection! just rememiber to hurry, Because
“time waits for No One!”

got ¢ strong longing for Chocolate? c burning yearning
for candy hearts? ¢t david's candy Depot, you'll find
chocolates in all shapes and sizes, caramels and Nougats
to safisfy your sweet tooth, and Delicious jellybeans in 100
gourmet flavors. so stop by our store in the greenleaf mall.
tell the clerk, "david sent me,” and you'll get a free sample
of our famous chocolcte cherries!

Writing Sentences "5 % ‘ Total Reading Grade 6
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One Noisy Storm

There can be more than one way to say something correctly, so fry using different types
of sentences when you wirite.

Example: The old jalopy started making noise. then slowed down and puttered to a stop.
The old jalopy started making noise. It slowed down and puttered to a stop.

The old jalopy first started making noise, then slowed down, then finally puttered
to a stop. The old jalopy started making noise. Then, it slowed down and
puttered to a stop.

Directions: Rewrite each of the following sentences in at least two different
ways. You can rearrange the words if you want fo, and even change them
slightly, but be sure not to change the original meaning of the sentence.

I. Scooby had always been asilly cat, but that morning he was acting strangely.

2. He was jumping and howling more than usual. He even pounced on our other cat,
Fluffernutter, while she was sleeping!

3. Fluffernutter woke up and started acting crazy, too.

4. The two of them made so much noise that our dog, Lucy, came to see what was going
on.

5. Lucy started barking and ran into the bathroom. She wouldnt come out.

Total Reading Grade 6 192 Writing Sentences
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Commas

Use commas . . .
. after infroductory phrases
. to set off nouns of direct address
. fo set off appositives from the words that go with them
.. to set off words that interrupt the flow of the sentence
. o separate words or groups of words in a series

Examples:
Introductory phrase: Of course, ['d be happy fo aftend.
Noun of direct address: Ms. Williams, please sit here.
To set off appositives: Lee, the club president, sat beside me.
Words interrupting flow: My cousin, who’s 13, will also be there.
Words in a series: | ate popcorn, peanuts, oats, and barley.

Directions: Identify how the commas are used in each sentence.
Write; 1 for introductory phrase
N for noun of direct address
A for appositive
WF for words interrupting flow
WS for words in a series

. Yes, she is my sister.

My teacher, Mr. Hopkins, is very fair.

Her favorite fruits are oranges, plums, and grapes.

The city mayor, Carla Ellison, is quite young.

I will buy bread, milk, fruit, and ice cream.

Her crying, which was quite loud, soon gave me a headache.
Stephanie, please answer the question.

So, do you know her?

Unfortunately, the item is not returnable.

My sister, my cousin, and my friend will accompany me on vacation.
My grandparents, Rose and Bill, are both 57 years old.

— P & N B N =

LT

. . ‘,
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Quotation Marks

Quotation marks are used to enclose a speaker’'s exact words. Use commas 1o set off a
direct quotation from other words in the sentence.

Examples:

Kira smiled and said, "Quotation marks come in handy.”
“Yes,” Josh said, "T'll take two.”

Directions: If quotation marks and commas are used correctly, write C in the blank. If they
are used incorrectly, write an X in the blank. The first one has been done for you.

Q , . "Isuppose,” Elizabeth remarked, “that you'll be there on time.”
2. "Please let me help! insisted Mark.

3. I'll be ready in 2 minutes!” her father said.

Y. “Just breathe slowly,” the nurse said, “and calm down.”
5. "No one understands me” Wiliom whined.

6. "Would you like more milk?” Jasmine asked politely.

7. "No thanks, her grandpa replied, "l have plenty.”

8. "What a beautiful moming!” Jessica yelled.

"This is exactly what

Q. “Yes, it certainly is” her mother agreed. I'm saying! You can tell
by my quotation marks!”

10. "Whose purse is this?” asked Andrea.

1. It's mine” said Stephanie. "Thank you.”

2. "Can you play the piano?” asked Heather.
13. "Music is my hobby.” Jonathan replied.

4. Great!” yelled Harry. Let’s play some tunes.”

I15. "l practice alot,” said Jayne proudly.

=7

-
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The Rulels. ..

Directions: Do you know when to use colons and semicolons? Study the examples. Then,
see if you can state the rules.

. Dear Sir or Madam:
This is to inform you that you have been selected to. . .

What's the rule?
Use a colon ina

2. Here’s what you’ll need to bring along for the day trip fo the beach: bathing suif,
beach towel, sunscreen, sunglasses, sun hat, flip-flops, lunch, snacks, and pail.

What's the rule?

Use a colon

3- | $.68 Fa)
AIRLINE FLIGHT CITY GATE TIME
National 3214 Denver B2 |2:U5 p.wm.
Southern 242 Miami BI8 215 P.M.

What's the rule?

Use a colon

Y. Abraham Lincoln stood before the crowd and declared:
Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a

new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men

are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether. ..
What's the rule? ‘

Use a colon

5. TURTLE: Tbet you can’t get from here to there as fast as [ can.
RABBIT: [ think you've lost your wits, Turfle!
TURTLE: 1 will not callit quits until we have raced, Sir.

What's the rule?
Use a colon

6. Soccer practice is after school, and band practice is after lunch.
Soccer practice is after school; band practice is after lunch.

What's the rule?
Use a semicolon in place of ing senfence.

T —
{
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The List

Underline fitles of books, magazines, works of art, plays, movies, television shows, and
names of ships and planes. Use quotation marks around titles of chapters, short stories,
short poems, and songs.

Directions: Here's Miss Muffet’s list of the Top Ten Things to Do While on Vacation. The little
Miss's list has a few errors, though. Help her out by underlining and adding quotation
marks to titles and names as necessary.

I. Practice my dramatic reading of The Spider and
the Fly for my appearance on Star Search.

2. Prepare the manuscript for my book 101 Uses of
Curds and Whey and send to Mother Goose
Publishing Company.

3. Rent the movie of E.B. White's Charlotte’s Web.

4. Record my rock version of Eentsy Weentsy Spider
and send to the Backstreet Boys.

5. Attend the unveiling of Pablo Picasso's recently
discovered painting Muffet and Spider at the
National Museum of Arf.

6. Finish my article, How fo Live With Spiders and
Like It, for Ranger Rick.

7. Go for aride on the Quf to Sea, my friend Bobby
Shafto’s private yacht.

8. Read the chapter Major Order of Arachnids in
Kids" Guide to Insects & Spiders.

9. Get tickets for Tarantella, the new Broadway
musical that everyone’s talking about.

10. Arrange for a screen test for a possible role in
the sequel fo Arachnophobia.

Total Reading Grade 6 196 Punctuation
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Semicolon

A semicolon is used to join two independent clauses that are closely related if a
conjunction is not used. An independent clause is a group of words that could
stand as a complete sentence by ifself.

Examples:

The boys were in trouble; they were |ate for dinner.
(These sentences are closely related. The
second explains the first.)

It was the third of September.
The boys were in trouble.

(These sentences aren't closely related.
Write them as two separate sentences.)

Direciions: Read each pair of sentences. Rewrite those that could be joined by a

semicolon.
t. The finy hummingbird builds a small nest, Its jelly bean-sized eggs fif nicely info if.

2. Some birds build with unusual materials. You may find string or ribbon woven
into a nest. -

3. A nest’s location can tell you a bird’s diet. Most birds live near their food supply.

4. A gull’s nest is on the shore. Gulls eat fish and other kinds of seafood.

5. A woodpecker lives in a hole in a free, It eafs insects that live in frees.

6. Some birds take over old nests. Purple martins live in birdhouses.

7. A woodpecker makes a hole fo live in and later moves out. An elf owl moves
right info it.

8. A swan builds a nest among the reeds. The reeds help hide the nest from the
swan'’s enemies.

Punctuation ‘Ié’f‘
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Name

Colons and Lists

Use a colon when writing a list of items if "follows™ or "the following" is
used in the infroduction and the list of items immediately follows. Commas
(and sometimes semicolons) are used to separate the items in the list.

Example: The clown was wearing the following:
striped pants, a polka-dot shirt, floppy
shoes, and baggy socks.

Do not use a colon if the list of items is
infroduced by such words as "namely,” "for
instance," "for example," or "that is." Instead, set
off the phrase with commas.

Example: A clown could wear, for example, striped
pants, a polka-dot shirt, floppy shoes, and
baggy socks.

Directions: There are eight different outfits that could be made from the clothes listed.
Fill in the blanks and correctly punctuate the eight different lists.

Ties (striped, paisley) Shirts (white, blue) Pants (khaki, gray)

. John could wear the following a striped tie white shirt and khaki pants.

He could also wear for instance a striped tie shirt and khaki pants.

John could wear the outfit as follows a paisley tie white shirt and khaki pants.

He might try wearing for example a tie blue shirt and khaki pants.

He could try namely a striped tie white shirt and gray pants.

Otherwise, he might try as follows a striped tie shirt and gray pants.

He could outfit himself in the following a paisley tie white shirt and pants.

B N ;o E PPN

John could choose a last choice as follows a paisley tie shirt and

gray pants.

=Sl
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Interjections

An interjection that shows strong feeling is followed by an
exclamation point. The next word begins with a capital letter,

Example: Quietl He’s not finished yet.

An interjection that shows mild feeling is followed by a comma.
The next word is not capitalized.

Example: Oh, is that correct?

Directions: Rewrite the senfences to show strong feeling. Punctuate and capitalize properly.

|. hurrah we won the game.

2. whew that was a close one.

Directions: Rewrite the sentences on the lines. Punctuate and capitalize properly.

|. yes you may go to the movies.

2. well we're glad you're finally here.

Directions: Rewrite the sentences below correctly.

l. hush you don’t want to upset her.

2. well we're glad you came to the meeting.

3. quiet you'll wake up everyone.

Punctuation ' 1% J Total Reading Grade 6
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Name

Selecting More Suffixes

Directions: Complete each sentence using a word with a suffix from the word box.

collection invitation
capable improvements
peaceful addition
wonderful marvelous
. My birthday was
2. This is my of stamps.
3. Itisso up in the mountains.
Y. In to dance lessons, | take piano and clarinet.
5. The for the wedding came yesterday.

6. The movie was |

7. Dad is working on a few home

8. He is not of lifting all those heavy boxes himself.

Total Reading Grade 6 20 Prefixes and Suffixes I
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Finding Spelling Errors |

Directions: One word in each sentence below is misspelled. Write the
word correctly on the line.

1. Jeff felt discoraged at the comparison between

him and his older brother.

2.1 got inpatient as my curicsity grew.

3. She confided that she had not finished the asignment.

Y. They made the selection after a brief conferrence. |

5. Obviusly, it's impolite t¢ sneeze on someone.

6. This skin cream is practicaly invisible.

7. What would prevent you from taking on addtional work?

8.1 can resite the words to that hymn.

Q. In @ previous columm, the newspaper explained the situation.

10. He decieved me so many times that now [ distrust him.

I 1. Please have the curtesy to observe the "No Eating” signs.

| 2. The advertisement is so small that it’'s nearly invisble.

13. The best way to communicate is in a face-to-face conservation.

I4. In a cost comparson, salmon is more expensive than tuna.

15. Poplarity among friends shouldn’t depend on your accomplishments.

16. Her campaign was quite an acheivement,

I7. He condemmed it as a poor imitation.

p——
=

Total Reading Grade 6 200 Proofreading and Editing
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Name

Finding Spelling Errors

Directions: Circle all misspelled words. Write the words correctly on the lines at the end of
each paragraph. If you need help, consult a dictionary.

Sabrina wanted to aquire a saltwater acquarum. She was worried about the expence,
though, so first she did some reseach. She wanted to learn the exxact care saltwater
fish need, not just to exsist but to florish. One sorce said she needed to put water in the
aquarium and wait 6 weeks before she added the fish. "Good greifl” Sabrina thought.
She got a kitten from her nieghbor instead.

Y
One stormy day, Marcel was babysitting his neice. He happened to obsurve that
the sky looked darker than norml. At first he ignorred it, but then he noticed a black
cloud exxpand and grow in hieght. Then a tail dropped down from the twisting cloud
and siezed a free! "It's a tornado!” Marcel shouted. "Maybe two tornados! This is an
emergensy!” For a breef moment Marcel wished he hadn’t shouted, because his niece
looked at him with a very frightened expresion. Just then, the cieling began to sag as
if it had a heavy wieght on it. "This is an excelent time to visit the basement,” he told
the little girl as calmy as possible.

Just before Mother’s Day, Bethany went to a flourist to buy some flowers for her
mother. "Well, what is your reqest?” the clerk asked. “l don’t have much money,”
Bethany told him. “So make up your mind, ” he said impatiently. "Do you want qualitity
or quanity?” Bethany wondered if he was giving her a quizz. She tried not to sqwirm as
he stared down at her. Finally she said, I want cortesy,” as she headed for the exxit.

Proofreading and Editing Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Correcting Errors |

Directions: Find six errors in each paragraph. Write the words correctly on the lines after .
each paragraph. Use a dictionary if you need help.

My brother Jim took a math coarse at the high school that was too hard for hymn. My
father didn’t want him to take it, but Jim said, "Oh, you're just too critcal, Dad. Oviously, you
don’t think I can do it.” Jim ingored Dad. That’s norm at our house.

Well, the first day Jim went to the course, he came home with a solem expreion on his
face, like a condemed man. "That teacher assined us five pages of homework!” he said.
"And two addtional problems that we have to reserchl!”

"He sounds like an excelent, profesional teacher,” my dad said. "We need more teachers
of that gqwalitu in our schools.” Jim squirmed in his seat. Then he gradualy started to smile.
"Dad, [ need some help with a personl problem,” he said. "Five pages of problems, right?”
Dad asked. Jim smiled and handed Dad his math book. That's tipical at our house, 100.

One day, we had a meddical emergensy at home. My sisters’ hand got stuck in a basket
with a narrow opening. and she couldn’t pull it out. [ thought she would have to wear the
basket on her hand permanentally! First, 1 tried to stretch and exxpand the baskets opening.
but that didn’t work.

Then I smeared a quanity of butter on my sisters hand, and she pulled it right out. [
thought she would have the curtesy to thank me, but she just stomped away, still mad. How
childsh! Sometimes she seams to think I exxist just to serve her. There are more importanter
things in the world than her happiness!

[

Total Reading Grade 6 202 Proofreading and Editing
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Complete Sentences

A complete sentence has both a simple subject and a simple predicate. It is a complete
thought. Sentences which are not complete are called fragments.

Example:
Complete sentence: The wolf howled at the moon.
Sentence fragment: Howled at the moon.

Directions: Write C on the line if the sentence is complete. Write F if it is a fragment.

l. The machine is running.

2. What will we do today?

3. Knowing what [ do.

4. That statement is frue.

5. My parents drove o town.

6. Watching television all afternoon.
. The storm devastated the town.
8. Cur friends can go with us.

9. The palm trees bent in the wind.
10. Spraying the fire all night.

Directions: Rewrite the sentence fragments from above to make them complete sentences.

Proofreading and Editing 203 Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Run-On Sentences

A run-on sentence occurs when two or more sentences are joined together without

punctuation or a joining word, Run-on sentences should be divided into two or more
separate senfences.

Example:

Run-on sentence: My parents, sister, brother, and | went to the park we saw many
animals we had fun.

Correct: My parents, sister, brother, and [ went to the park. We saw many animals and
had fun.

Directions: Rewrite the run-on sentences correctly.

|. The dog energetically chased the ball 1 kept throwing him the ball for a half hour.

2. The restaurant served scrambled eggs and bacon for breakfast [ had some and
they were delicious.

3. The lightning struck close to our house it scared my little brother and my grandmother
called to see if we were safe. = -

Total Reading Grade 6 204 Proofreading and Editing
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Run-On Wreck!

There is usually more than one way to fix a run-on sentence. You g
can rewrite it as two or more separate sentences. You can insert |,
a comma or semicolon. You might also insert a conjunction such 8
as and, but, or with.

Directions: Rewrite each of the following run-on sentences
in two different ways. The first one is done for you.

I. Sunday's Street Fair was very crowded, there were more than ten thousand people
there.

SADdQ)Lls_STfSEﬂ_:Q Ir ﬁwqmr%cmwdgdjhereﬂmem ore than ten
]‘bgu_mnd_PﬁQp‘iibenelﬁundcy’s Street Fair was VQL)(...CLQWd&d;__
there were more than ten Hnousond_peQPJejhfLe._._ S

2. There were lots of booths set up they were on First Avenue and Second Avenue, 1oo.

3. You could buy lots of things at the fair, there were clothes, videos, pet supplies, food,
and more,

4. My best friend found a cute T-shirt it had a funny saying on it.

5. We had so much fun at the fair and now i can’t wait until next year’s!

Improving Sentences 205 Total Reading Grade 6
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Variety Is the Spice of Life

Writing is more interesting when sentences are written in different ways. Sentences
may be short or long, begin with phrases or clauses, or change their order.

Directions: Rewrite the paragraphs below. Divide some sentences and combine others.
Vary their beginnings.

My sister broke her leg playing soccer. She was playing center. She was in a
tfournament. She tripped over the ball when she tried to trap the ball and fell to the
ground immediately. An ambulance came and an ambulance had on its siren and she
went away in the ambulance.

The school year was about to begin. I had to get ready for it. Mother took me to the
store. [ had to get a notebook. I had to get paper. [ had to get pens with blue ink and
pencils with erasers. | saw my friends at the store. They were getting ready for school 1oo.

Jamie's mother got a new car. It was a good-looking one. The car was bright red and it
had a sun roof and it had a stereo and it could go fast. It had four speeds. Jamie could
not give anyone a lift there were only two seats. Jamie was not old enough to drive. He
sat in the seat next to his mom.

|
=T |
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At the Car Wash

Directions: Rewrite each of the following sentences to include more adjectives and
adverbs. The first one has been done for you.

. My school held a car wash.

M%mbgd‘held_a_bugﬁm_wq_sh_lgsi weekend.

2. We were raising money for a new playground.

3. The playground we have now is foo small.

H. The new playground will have two slides and a jungle gym.

5. It will also have separate swings for big kids and little kids.

6. | put soap on the cars at the car wash.

7. My best friend rinsed the cars off.

8. My older brother collected the money.

9. Many people came to the car wash,

10. It was a success.

Improving Sentences Total Reading Grade &
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Stronger Sentences

Sometimes the noun form of a word is not the best way 1o express an idea. Compare these
two sentences:

They made preparations for the party.
They prepared for the party.

The second sentence, using prepared as a verb, is shorter and stronger.

Directions: Write one word o replace a whole phrase. Cross out the words you don’t need.
The first one has been done for you.

suggested
I. She made-asuggestien that we go on Monday.

2. They arranged decorations around the room.
3. Let’s make a combination of the two ideas.
4.1 have great appreciation for what you did.

5. The buses are acting as transportation for the classes.

6. The group made an exploration of the Arctic Circle.

Write one word to

7. Please make a selection of one quickly.
replace a whole phrase.

8. The lake is making a reflection of the frees.
Q. The family had a celebratfion of the holiday.
10. Would you please provide a solution for this problem?
I 1. Don made an imitation of his cat.

12. Please give a definition of that word.

3.1 made an examination of the broken bike.

4. Dexter made an invitation for us fo join him.

RIS

ks
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Great Combinations

You can combine sentences by eliminating words that are repeated. When you eliminate
words to put fwo or more subjects together into one senfence, you are making a compound
subject. Make sure vour subject agrees with your verb.

Example: Llisa went to soccer practice after school Tori went 1o soccer practice
Lisa and Tori went to soccer practice.

When you elimingte words 1o put two or more verbs together
info one sentence, you are making a compound predicate.

Example: | built the birdhouse myself. | painted the birdhouse myself.
| built and painted the birdhouse myself.

Directions: Combine the following sets of sentences. Then. label each new sentence
correctly with the words compound subject or compound predicate to fell which it
contains.

I. My town just started a new recycling program. My Town is asking everyone fo paricipate.

2. We have 10 separate plastic, glass, aluminum, and paper. We have 1o put them all in
different contciners.

3. My sister has the job of taking the containers out to the curb so the fruck can oick them
up. L have the joo of taking the containers out to the curb so the truck can pick them
up.

4. The fruck picks up the containers. Then, the truck rakes the confainers to a recycling
plant in the next fown.

Al
Combining Sentences W Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Analyzing Words and Their Parts
A syllable is a word or parf of ¢ word with only one vowel sound.

Directions: Fill in the missing syllables. Use words from the box. Write the number of syllables
after each word. The first one has kbeen done for you.

expense exisf aquarium acquire request
exact expand exit quality excellent
quiz quantity expression exhibit squirm
1. exC€lient (3) 6. ac ¢ ) 1 auest ()
2. squirm () 7. quali () 12. ex it )
3. gerd ) 8 ¢ ) |3 pense ( )
Y. quiz( ) Q. ex sion( ) 4. pand ( )
S.aquar__um( ) 10. ist () 15. quan ty( )

Directions: Write words that rhyme. Use the words in the box.

. fizz 5. sand Q. fit

2. resist 6. it's been sent 10. worm
3. fact 7. this is it I'l. fire
Y. fence 8. made for me 12. best

A root word is c common stem which gives related words their basic meaning.
Directions: Write the roct word for the bold word in each sentence.

|.1know exactly what I want,

2. Those shoes look expensive

3. She didn't like my expression when [ frowned.

4. We went to the train exhibition at the park.

Syllables ﬁl . + Total Reading Grade 6




Name

All About Teddy

Conjunctions are words that join words or groups of words. Using conjunctions is a good
waQy to combine sentences.

Example: My teacher will be there. My best friend will not be there.
My teacher will be there, but my best friend will not be.

Directions: Combine each pair of sentences below by using one of the
conjunctions from the box. There may be more than one way to combine
the sentences, and some conjunctions may be used more than once.

but because after since if
and although  before when U

I. Theodore Roosevelt was born on October 27, 1858. He died on January 16, 1919,

2. Roosevelt became vice president of the United States under William McKinley. McKinley
was assassinated and Roosevelt became president,

3. As president, Roosevelt arranged for the Panama Canal to be built. He also resolved
disagreements between big mining companies and their workers.

U. He set aside over 200 million acres of land for parks and nature reserves. He wanted
to preserve America’s natural resources for future generations.

5. Roosevelt ran for president again in 1912, He was defeated by Woodrow Wilson.

e =
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Report-a-Sauras, Part 1

Directions: You are writing a report about dinosaurs. In each paragraph, you want fo
answer a certain research question. The following is a list of notes you took at the liorary.
Write each piece of information under the paragraph it goes with.

» Dinosaurs roamed the earth for more than ¢ Then, the fossils can be faken 1o G
180 million years, but they became extinct university or museum and studied.

over 65 million years ago.
g d » By studying fossils, paleontfologists can

* By studying fossils, paleontologists can learn what the different types of dinosaurs
learn about the sizes of the different ate.
dinosaurs. , ! ,
« Fossils were formed from dinosaurs when
» Almost everything we know about their remains hardened info stone or were
dinosaurs comes from looking at fossils. surrounded by mud or sand that

hardened info stone.
» Scientists who study dinosaur R

fossils are called
paleontologists.

* Fossils are formed over long periods
of time from the bones, eggs, and

, other remains of dinosaurs.
» Before palecntologists

can study fossils, they
must dig them from the
ground and clean them
very carefully.

* By studying fossils, paleontologists
can learn how the different types of
dinosaurs cared for their young.

First paragraph: When did the dinosaurs live?

Organizing Ideas s % 1 Total Reading Grade 6
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Report-a-Sauras, Part 2

Directions: Continue to write each piece of information from page 21 | under the paragraph
it goes with.

Third paragraph: What are paleontologists, and what do they do?

Fourth paragraph: What can paleontologists learn from looking at fossils?

s ]

Total Reading Grade 6 212 Organizing Ideas
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Name

Give Me One Reason

Directions: Place each line of information below in the correct spot on the outline. A few
are already done for you. Check off the information as you use it.

1 would be supervising Program offers tutoring for
other children younger kids

[ would be working as a Reading
member of a team Math

To keep busy after school .

To help other children i WS P e

Program offers activities worry dbout me while

for younger kids you're at work
To gain responsibility Arts and crafts
Program runs until 5:00 Playground games

Reasons I Should Join the After-School Program
. To Help Other Children
B, i e B

[

| B e e e s

o —— — : S—
3. Math

B. Program offers activities for younger kids

[. Arfs and crafts
2. . B S

II. To Gain Responsibility
A. T would be supervising other children

m - e o

A. Program runs unfil 5:00
B.

—
Outlining 213 Total Reading Grade 6
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The Three-Alarm Outline

Directions: Read the following article. Then, fill in the outline below with points from the
story. Remember: Each subsection you fill in must answer the main question posed for
that section.

On June |1, a terrible
fire ripped through the old
hat factory on Martin Street.
For a short period of time
the fire threatened a store
nearby, but it was
contained thanks to the
local fire department.

It is believed that the fire
started in a pile of rags that
was oo close to an old
electrical outlet.

The fire started at
around Q:30 in the morning
and by 10:00 the whole
building was in flames. It

took nearly three hours for
firefighters to extinguish the
blaze.

Ms. Liza Smith, of 32
Martin Street, reported the
fire at Q:U5 when she
smelled smoke. "l thought
for a while that the smell
was coming from my
house, and [ was very
scared,” she said. "But
when [ went

outside to wait for the fire
department, [ redlized that
the smell was coming from
across the street.” It took
nearly 20 firefighters to put
out the blaze.

By the time the fire was
out, the entire building was
destroyed. Fortunately, no
one was injured.

[. What happened?
A.

II. What was the cause?
A. - -

[ll. When did it happen?
A.

B.
V.Who was involved?

A.

B. . . L
V. What was the result?
A = S — -
B. T = - o
Total Reading Grade 6 214 Outlining




Name

Writing: Outlining
An outline is a skeletal description of the main ideas and important details of a reading
selection. Making an outline is a good study aid. It is particularly useful when you must
write a paper.

Directions: Read the paragraphs. and then complete the outline below.

Weather has a lot to do with where animals live. Cold-blooded animals 8y
have body temperatures that change with the temperature of the '
environment. Cold-blooded animals include snakes, frogs, and
lizards. They cannoft live anywhere the temperatures stay below
freezing for long periods of time. The body temperatures of
warm-blooded animals do not depend on the environment.
Any animal with hair or fur—including dogs, elephants, and
whales—is warm-blooded. Warm-blooded animals can live anywhere in the world where
there is enough food to sustain them.

Some warm-blooded animals live where snow covers the ground all winter. These
animails have different ways to survive the cold weather. Certain animals store up food
to last throughout the snowy season. For example, the tree squirrel may gather nuts fo hide
in his home. Other animails hibernate in the winter. The ground squirrel, for example, stays
in its burrow all winter long, living off the fat reserves in its body.

e ——

Title:

Main Topic: L

Subtopic: A. Cold-blooded animals’ temperatures change with environment.

Detail: 1.

Subtopic: B.

Deftail: |. They can live anywhere there is food.

Main Topic: II.

Subtopic: A. Animals have different ways fo survive the cold.

Details: |.

2.

Qutlining 215 Total Reading Grade 6
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Organizing Paragraphs

A topic sentence states the main idea of a paragraph and is usually the first sentence. ‘
Support sentences follow, providing details about the topic. All sentences in a paragraph
should relate to the topic sentence. A paragraph ends with a conclusion sentence.

Directions: Rearrange each group of sentences into a paragraph, beginning with the topic
senfence. Cross out the sentence in each group that is not related to the topic sentence.
Write the new paragraph.

Now, chalk drawings are considered art by themselves. The earliest chalk drawings
were found on the walls of caves. Chalk is also used in cement, fertilizer, toothpaste, and
makeup. Chalk once was used just to make quick sketches. Chalk has been used for
drawing for thousands of years. Then, the artist would paint pictures from the sketches.

Dams also keep young salmon from swimming downriver to the ocean. Most salmon |
live in the ocean but return to fresh water to lay their eggs and breed. Dams prevent
salmon from swimming upriver to their spawning grounds. Pacific salmon die after they
spawn the first fime. One kind of fish pass is a series of pools of water that lead the salmon
over the dams. Dams are threatening salmon by interfering with their soawning. To help
with this problem, some dams have special “fish passes” to allow salmon to swim over the
dam.

;-1"‘:’#:-7\ ‘
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Name

It Doesn’t Belong

Directions: In each paragraph, there is one sentence that doesn’t belong. Circle the topic
sentence, and underline the unnecessary sentence.

I. March is my favorite month of the year. 4. Tomorrow, [ will go to work with my dad

Writing Paragraphs

[ like March because you never know
what to expect. Sometimes it snows, [t
usually rains a lot in April. Sometimes it
can be very hot in March. March is the
kind of month when anything can

happen!

. Yesterday, my mom and | planted
flowers in our garden. My sister was at
work yesterday affernoon. We planted
daffodils, irises, and petunias. It was o
lot of hard work, but 1 bet our garden
will look great when all those flowers are

in bloom!

. We had an incredible thunderstorm last
night! It rained so hard, it sounded like
someone was playing drums on our roof,
And the thunder was so loud, all the
windows rattled. There was a lot of
lightning too. During the storm, we heard
a huge crash. 1 looked outside and saw
a big branch had fallen next to the
house. We were lucky it didn’t hit

anypbody! It’'s not raining tfoday.

for "Take Your Daughters to Work Day.”
My dad is the manager of a sporting
goods store. My mom works in an office.
| like going to work with Dad because
it’s never boring at the store. There is lofs
of sports equipment fo play with and

one of Dad'’s co-workers, Theresa, always

plays catch with me on her break.

Total Reading Grade 6




Hollywood Hound

Start a new paragraph every time you begin writing about a new idea or a new person

begins speaking.

Directions: Lola Labrador is covering a movie premiere for Hollywood Hound. Help Lola
organize her article into paragraphs by marking a paragraph indent symbol ﬂ wherever

Lola should start a new paragraph.

he air was full of wagging tails and excited
parks when [ arrived af the Canine Cinema.
Tonight was the premiere of Hollywood's
most eagerly awaited film, “Mission
Impawsible.” The crowd surged forward
with an excited woof as the first long black
imousine arrived. Out stepped Thandie
Newfoundland, the beautiful female star of
the film. Thandie looked stunning in a sparkly
diamond collar with matching diamond
bracelets on her paws, and diamond
earrings glistening in the fur of each ear.

"How do you feel about being in this

Total Reading Grade 6

movie?” [ asked the prefty pooch. "Lolg,
it's a dream come frue,” she responded.
"My tail’s been wagging ever since my big
chase scene with the exploding Frisbee.”
Suddenly, excited howils filled the air. Who
should step out of a limo but the star of
“Mission Impawsible” himself, Tom Chow!
What a handsome dog he was, with his
black leather jacket and muscular paws.
"Got to run,” Tom called as he hurried inside
with a wave to his fans. "l need fo get a big

bucket of doggie treats before the movie

starts!”
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Lost in the Zoo

One good way to start a paragraph is with an attention-
grabbing introduction. If you can, finish your paragraph with
a conclusion that sums up the paragraph’s main point.

Directions: Write an 1 next to each statement that could make
a good introduction to a paragraph. Write a C next o each
sentence that could make a good conclusion.

ls What's big, scaly, and has a really bad tfemper? The Komodo dragon!
2. As you can see, you don’'t have to be big to be dangerous!

Would you know what to do if you came face to face with a wild animal?
Read on for some helpful tips for your next wildlife advenfure.

4. Sothe nexttime you hear someone say dragons aren’t readl, tell them about
the Komodo dragon—a living, breathing monster!

5. Even though wild animals can be deadly, if you follow the steps I just
mentioned, you can keep yourself safe in the wild.

6. When you think of deadly animals, you probably think of sharks, lions, or
grizzly bears, but the animal that has killed more people in history isn’t one
of these creatures! It's the lowly mosguito.

Directions: Now, write a paragraph about your favorite animal. Include an attention-
grabbing infroduction and a concluding sentence that sums up your main point.

Writing Paragraphs %g Total Reading Grade 6
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Dividing Words Into Syllables

Directions: Divide these words into syllables by putting a hyphen (-) between each syllable.
The first one has done for you.

—— P

|. multiplication | 3. probability
mu|“ﬁ“P|i —ca—tion

2. discover 4. country

3. ulfimate 15. casual

Y. transfer 16. political

5. continent 17. wrestie

6. follow 18. basketball
7. British 19. particular
8. American 20. ceredal

Q. president 21. picture
10. discrimination 22, plumber
I 1. spectacular 23. personal
12. commercial 24. senfence

Total Reading Grade 6 : E Syllables
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The School Newspaper

There are many different kinds of paragraphs. Persuasive paragraphs fry o convince the 3
reader, expository paragraphs give information about a topic and contains facts, opinions,
or both; descriptive paragraphs describe things or events in detail.

Directions: Read each paragraph. On the lines below each one,
tell what kind of paragraph it is (persuasive, expository, or descriptive)
and its main message. The first one has been done for you.

I. Yesterday after school, the principal met with the new advisory board. This advisory
board is made up of three teachers chosen by the principal, and three students chosen
by the student body. The board hopes to address problems within the school and find
ways for students and teachers to work together to solve them,

e;ib&pmm@mﬁ_wﬁbjhe_odvisoryk_boqrd— |
tgﬁrldw_qysiorteachenmndstudemi&tow,orkjoge’rher -

to solve Iorob|ems.

2. Is it just me, oris the cafeteria food getting worse? Yesterday's special looked and
tasted like cardboard. We used to have pizza all the time, but now we hardly ever
have it. [ think it would be great if we could have pizza more often instead of that gross
cardboard stuff.

3. I plan to vote for Chris McGuinness for class president. Why? Because he’s honest and
hard-working. Remember how great the Fall Fiesta Dance was last week? Chris did dll
of the organizing. If he can do such a great job planning @ dance, just think of how
good he'll be as our president!

4. Chase Dribble scored the winning basket for our team with an amazing three-pointer
from center court. This last-minute victory means our school will be going fo the state
championships next Saturday!

Total Reading Grade 6 290 Writing Paragraphs
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The Art of Persuasion

A good persuasive paragraph contfains several elements,
It contains ¢ topic sentence that tells the author’s opinion.
It contains support sentences that give the author’s reasons
for feeling this way; these sentences may include examples
to support or prove the author’s argument. Finally, it
includes a strong concluding sentence that surmns up the
author’s opinion.

Directions: Complete each sentence below to express
your own opinion. Then, turn each one into the topic
sentence for a persuasive paragraph.

|. The best thing to do when you're feeling down is

2. The most fun day of the year is always

o T
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Name

In a Blink

A descriptive paragraph contains a topic sentence telling who or what will be described.
It also contains support senfences that introduce or give details about the topic, using

specific examples.

Directions: Read this descriptive paragraph. Circle the topic sentence and underline the
supporting sentences. If you see a sentence that does not relate to the main topic, cross

it out.

ave you ever seen a firefly? The firefly
Is a type of beetle that is known for
producing a yellowish or greenish light. All
beetles have wings. The firefly produces
light fromn a small organ on its abbdomen
called a lantern. The lantern contfains special
chemicals to make light. In most fireflies, the
light blinks on and off; they actually use this
to communicate with one another. When
a male firefly blinks his light on and off, he

is showing females that he is ready to mate.

Female fireflies may blink their lights to show
inferest in mating, but sometimes they do it
to trick male fireflies. A female firefly will blink
her light at a male as if she wants to mate,
but the joke’s on him—she eats him instead!
Female black widow spiders are known for

killing their male counterparts.

Directions: Now, write a descriptive paragraph of your own, Describe anything you want—
your favorite food, a friend, a game you like to play. Rernember to include a fopic

senfence and supporting sentences.

Total Reading Grade 6
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Keeping It Casual

You don’t need to have a topic sentence or supporting sentences in every paragrapn
you write. When you write a letter or a diary entry, for example, you don’t need to make
a point and back it up in every paragraph. However, it’'s a good idea to start a new
paragraph whenever you start talking about something new. This warns your reader that
you will be changing the subject.

Directions; Write a diary entry fo tell what you did yesterday. Include any important
activities you did, thoughts or feelings you had, or plans you made. Make sure to begin

a new paragraph whenever you infroduce something new.

Dcte:
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Prompt Paragraphs

Writing prompts are comments or questions that get your imagination working. In school
and on standardized tests, you will be asked to write paragraphs or short essays in response
to writing prompfs.

Directions: Respond to the writing prompts below by writing
one paragraph to go with each. Make sure to include a topic
sentence and supporting sentences in each paragraph.

I. What is your favorite genre of writing? Why?

2. If you could have dinner with any one of the American presidents, past or present,
who would it be? Why? What weuld you say to him?

=== |




Name

Building Paragraphs

Directions: Read each group of questions and the topic sentence. On another sheet of
paper, write support sentences that answer each question. Number your support sentences
in order. Make any necessary changes so the senfences fit togefher in one paragraph.
Then, write your paragraph after the topic senfence.

Questions: Why did Jimmy feel sad?
What happened to change how he felt?
How does he feel when he comes to school now?

Jmmy used te look so solemn when he came to school.

Questions: Why did Jennifer want to go to another country?
Why couldn’t she go?
Does she have any plans to change that?

Jennifer always wanted to visit a foreign country.

Questions: What was Paulo’s "new way to fix scaghetti”?
Did anyone else like it7?
Did Paulo like it himself?

Paulo thought of a new way to fix spaghetti.

Writing Paragraphs 225 Total Reading Grade 6
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Prewriting Predicament

Prewriting is the process you go through before actually sitting down to write a story or
report, There are several steps in the prewriting process.

Directions: Solve the crossword puzzle.

Across

3. First, for ideas.

for more inforrmation.

5. If necessary,

6. Take on the information you need

or details you will include. ‘
Down M
l. Makean .
2. your notes into groups that make |

sense. ',
4. Now, you're ready to write @ draft

of your report or story! ~

05
2.
3 4,
5.
8.
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Proofreading Puzzier

Directions: Proofread the following article for capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and
spelling mistakes. Use the proofreading symbols below to mark any mistakes you find.

# space

9“ delete

A insert

ﬁ]\@ franspose

hat do a Saint Bernard, a Chihuchug,
and a german Shepherd have in common?
That's easy—they are all dogs! But why don't
all dogs look alike Most terriers cre small and
low to the ground. Long ago, terriers were
used to hunt rais and badgers. The dogs
would follow the rats and badgers into their
undserground homes. Terriers are good
diggers there small size helos them get into

tight places.

b capitalize

g lowercase

9 new paragraph

Greyhounds are racing dogs. They run
very fast. ¢ greyhound’s long legs help it
run? Another part of this dog’s body that
helps it run is its lungs. Just look af the
greyhound's large chest! This dog’s lungs is

large and can hold a lot of air.

227
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It's in the Revision

Revising is the process of reviewing your work and making changes to improve your
writing. Once you've finished the prewriting stage and written a rough draft, you should—

* reread your work and look for problems.

» correct spelling and grammar errors.

* watch out for wordy phrases.

» get rid of text that does not relate to your
topic.

* make sure your writing is clear and

interesting.

» ask someone else to read your first draft,
= write your final draft.

Directions: Revise the following story according to the steps shown above.

his year [ had the best summer vacaton
ever. My whole family went to Masachusets,
where grandparents live. They live near the
ocean on cape cod. While we were there
we did a lot of fun stuff. My grand father
faught me how to play chess, and I found

out that I'm good at it. My little sister had

day camp so | didn’t have to watch her all
day like T usually do in the summer. | took

sailing lessons. My boat tipped over many
times but I learned how to take the water
out of the boat and get back on it.  hope

[ can go back to cape cod next summer!

Total Reading Grade 6
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A Message to You

Directions: Imagine that you are entering a writing contest. You
will be writing a report about the Civil Rights movement and
telling why it was important. Write the steps you will take to write
your report, from the very first step to writing your final draft,

10.

The Writing Process Total Reading Grade 6
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Tony’s Tuxedo

Directions: Write the words from the word box according to their

banjo { .
Buftelo number of syllables. The first one is done for you.
echo Two-Syllable Words Three-Syllable Words
halo . " .
mosquito b*_l L \_Iy =
patio . ° »
portfolio
ratio ¥ - -
rodeo
silo ¢ i ’
soprano & & "
stereo
studio 4 A
tobacco
tomato ¢ ¢
tornado ° B
tuxedo

[ L
zero

L] ®

[ L
] ®
Four-Syllable Word
L ] ® ®
Syllables Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Show and Tell |

There are two main kinds of descriptive writing: narrative writing uses imagery and figures
of speech to describe someone or something. Reports describe someone or something
with facts.

Directions: Read each item. Write narrative if you would be more likely to read itin a
narrative. Write report in you would be more likely to read it in a report.

. Jennifer stood 5’ 10" tall and weighed 125 pounds.

2. Jennifer looks like a willowy free blowing in the breeze.

3. The kitten was a whirling little ball of fluff. With delicate white paws
and a white chest against the rest of her black fur, she looked like
she was wearing a tuxedo.

4. The small, active kitten had fluffy fur. Her paws and chest were
white, and the rest of her fur was black.

5. The temperature was 16°F with 30 mile-per-hour winds. Snowfall
was measured at 16 inches with drifts of four feet.

6. It was the worst storm [ had ever seen. The wind was howling, it
was wicked cold, and the snow was piled high and coming down
fast.

Directions: Choose a topic that interests you. Write a paragraph about your fopic in the
style of a narrative or a report. Then, label your paragraph narrative or report.

Total Reading Grade 6 230 Types of Writing
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Woof!

Directions: One way fo describbe something is to compare it to something else. Read the
following description of two dogs named Bruiser and Happy. Then, fill in the chart below

with details from the description.

=

L ruiser and Happy are best friends.
They are very much alike in some ways and
very different in other ways.

Both dogs are very friendly. They are
smart, too. Training each of them was easy.
Both can do all the standard dog tricks—
roll over, fetch, sit, stay, and bark on
command. They both love to go in the car,
especially to the park. At the park, they love
to chase each other around and run after
sticks. Both dogs love it when we cook out.
They sit and watch the grill hoping for a little
sample of meat.

How Happy and Bruiser Are Alike

Bruiser and Happy do have their
differences. Obviously Bruiser is huge, while
Happy is tiny. When Bruiser barks, it sounds
like an explosion. Happy's bark is more a
vie than a real bark. When Bruiser runs, you
can feel the earth shake. He even scares
some people. Happy is too little to scare
anyone. In fact, my cat even scares him,
Bruiser sleeps on the floor. But Happy sleeps
in my ed. Sorry, Bruiser!

How Happy and Bruiser Are Different

Directions: On the lines below, write your own description of two things. Be sure to explain
how they are alike and how they are different.

Types of Writing 231
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Creating Word Pictures

Painters create pictures with colors. Writers create pictures with words. Adding adjectives
and adverps, using specific nouns, verbs, similes, and metaphors in sentences help create
word pictures,

Noftice how much more intferesting and informative these two rewritten sentences are.

Original sentence
The animal ate its food.

Rewritten sentences
Like a hungry lion, the starving cocker spaniel
wolfed down the entire bowl of food in seconds.

The raccoon delicately washed the berries in the
stream before nibbling them slowly, one by one.

Directions: Rewrite each sentence twice, creating two different word pictures.

I. The person built something.

2. The weather was bad.

3. The boy went down the street,

Y. The children helped.

Total Reading Grade 6 239 Tvpes of Writing
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Describe It!

Directions: You have just been the first person on Earth to see

a space alien— shown at the right. It's very important that you
give the most accurate description you can fo the government
investigators and reporters waiting to hear every detail. Take a
good look. Then, write the most accurate descriptfion you can.

Total Reading Grade 6
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Persuasive Writing

To persuade means to convince someone that your opinion is correct.
"Because 1said 50,” isn’t a very convincing reason. Instead, you need
to offer reascons, facts, and examples to support your opinion.

Directions: Write two reasons or facts and two examples to persuade
someone.

I. Riding a bicycle “no-handed” on a busy street is a bad idea.

Reasons/Facts:

Examples:

2. Taking medicine prescribed by a doctor for someone else is dangerous.

Reasons/Facts:

Examples:

3. Learning to read well will help you in every other subject in school.

Reasons/Facts:
Examples:
Total Reading Grade 6 234 Types of Writing
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Hire Me!

Persuasive writing tries to convince the reader of something. When you write a persuasive
essay, you must back up your opinions with facts.

Directions: A landscape company has advertised for a young helper to do yord work.,
Imagine that you are applying for the job. Read each pair of senfences, and circle the
letter of the sentence that is more persuasive. Remember that in persuasive writing, you
want to back up opinions with facts.

H. | am writing to apply for the job of yard work assistant
because | am well qualified for if.
N. [ want that job that you had in the paper.

O.1don’t mind working if it's not foo hot or raining.
I. Ican provide references from two neighbors as to my skills
and reliability.

W.I want to use those cool riding mowers.
R. I have used dll kinds of lawn equipment and am eager to
learn more.

m

I have been doing yard work since | was six years old.
A. lhaven't done much yard work, but it doesn’t look that
hard.

Y. I can work mornings only, except for Tuesdays and Fridays
and only if you let me know af least a week in advance.

D. I am ready tfo start and would be able to work any time
you needed me.

Write the letters you circled to complete the following senfence.
If you wrote these sentences in a letter you would get
Write the letters you didn’t circle to complete the following sentence.

If you included these sentences in a lefter, thereis you would
get the job.

Directions: Look through the want ads in your local newspaper. Imagine you are an adult,
and pick a job you would like to have. Jot down a few notfes on the lines below. Then,
on another sheet of paper, write a lefter applying for the job. Include the education and
experience that you might need to get the job.

Types of Writing 935 Total Reading Grade 6
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Back It Up!

Directions: Find a fact from Column B o back up each opinion in Column A. Write the
letter that goes with each choice on the line.

Column A

s Many kids think the
cafeteria food stinks.

2. The cafeteria is
crowded.

3: The cafeteria serves
unhealthy food.

Y, Safety is not a problem.

5. Sixth graders are

responsible about litter.

Column B

A. The seating capacity of the cafeteriais 150 kids
per lunch period, yet it is now used by 200 kids
each lunch period.

B. In a poll, 82 percent of sixth graders said they
hate the cafeteria food.

C. Since this school is located in the middle of
town, kids can go to stores to get lunch items
without having to cross busy sfreets,

D. In the last three months, sixth graders have
participated in three large recycling and
community clean-up projects.

E. In the last month, 80 percent of hot lunch items
were fried and greasy.

Directions: On the lines below, write a persuasive essay about something you would like
to change about your school. Be sure fo back up each opinion with a fact.

Total Reading Grade 6

R

‘ 2'33 Types of Writing




Name

Let’s Talk Business

Directions: Read the letter below. Then, write a reply as if you were Mr. Mechanic. Be sure
to include all six parts of a business letter in your response: heading, inside address,
salutation, body, closing. and signature.

999 Speedy Lane
Hot Dog, California 90102
February 29, 2000

Mike Mechanic, Chief Engineer
Superfast Bikes

| Superfast Track

Boston, Massachusetts 01234

Dear Mr. Mechanic:

1 am writing to fell you about what has happened to me since [ ordered a Superfast

Racing Bike from your company. The good news is that 1 have won three road races.
None of my friends can keep up with me. The bad news is that [ became the first kid

in Massachusetts to get a speeding ticket for riding a bicycle. Imagine that! My dad

had to pay $50! I'll be paying him off untit Christmas.

[ sure didn’t like getting that ticket, but it gave me an idea. How would you like to use
me and my ticket in an ad for the Superfast Line? Let me know. My agenf wilt be
happy to talk to your people about agreeable terms.

Sincerely,
Mickey Modest

Types of Writing 237 Total Reading Grade 6
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Turn the Radio On

Guglielmo Marconi made a big confribution to modern life. Here are notes about his
life, placed in chronological order.

Directions: After you read the notes, answer the questions that follow.,

* Guglielmo Marconi was born in 1874,

*He received private education until he entered the Livorno Technical Institute,
*Heinrich Hertz discovered and created radio waves in 1888.

« Marconi read an article written in 1894 that proposed that radio waves could replace
the telegraph for sending messages.

*Marconi practiced with radio waves and could send and receive signals two miles.
*He took out a patent on his invention in 1896.

*The British navy began to use Marconi’s instruments on some of its ships.

*Marconi sent a message 3| miles across the English Channel in 18949,

*In late 1901, the inventor fransmitted a radio message across the Atlantic Ocean.
*In 1909, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in physics for his discoveries.

*Guglielmo Marconi died in 1937,

I. Number these pieces of information in order:
private education British nawvy read arficle born
Atlantic Ccean two miles

2. Number these pieces of information in order.
patent Nobel died Livorno
Heinrich English Channel

3. Write one senfence which captures the essence of this inventor’'s achievement.

Total Reading Grade 6 238 Types of Writing
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Name

Franklin Facts

Directions: Here are paragraphs about the life of patriot Benjamin Franklin. Underline
the effect in each cause-and-effect paragraph below. Then, choose a tifle from the
box below and write it in the blank to match the paragraph.

I 6.

Josiah Franklin was not a father
blinded by his pride. When he saw
that his son Ben was unhappy with the
family candle-making trade, he sent
him to work for an older son.

Deborah Read was unable to marry
Ben Franklin. This was due to the lack
of proof that her long-missing first
hustbband was really dead.

Observing Boston's volunteer fire
company and noting his own city’s
problem with fires, Franklin instituted a
number of firefighting companies for
Philadelphia.

While experimenting with electrical
shock on a turkey, Franklin
accidentally shocked himself,
knocking himself unconscious for
several minutes.

. Angered by the murder of fwenty

Indians in 1763, Franklin wrote an
attack on the white frontiersman who
had killed these helpless victims,

Franklin knew that the American
colonies, in their quarrels with England,
were weak individually. As a resulf he
wrote, "Gentlemen, we must now all
hang together, or we shall most
assuredly hang separately.”

4.
Franklin traveled far along the eastern Q.
coast of the American colonies to Franklin sailed to France because the
inspect and improve the post offices Americans desperately needed loans
during his fenure as the colonial for their war with Great Britain.
Postmaster General,
10.

5. Franklin was puzzled that our young
Because Franky, Franklin's second son, nation, which called for liberty and
died of smallpox at the age of four, equality, practiced what he
Franklin regretted that he had not had considered the abominable practice
the boy inoculated. of slavery.

Titles
A Loving Father A Parent Grieves
Uncovering Murder Finding Financial Aid
Improving the Mail An Electric Shock
Fighting the Fires Together Banding Together
A Lost Husband Liberty for All

Types of Writing
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This Is So Fine

Directions: Rewrite each sentence below, replacing
the word fine with one of the synonyms given. Since
the synonyms have slight differences in meaning,
be careful to choose the correct one.

Fine: clear, delicate, elegant,
small, sharp, subtle

I. The queen wore a fine gown encrusfed with jewels.

2. [ wash this blouse by hand because of its fine lace collar,

3. The sand in an hourglass must be very fine to trickle as it does.

Y. We need fine weather for sailing.

5. Dad used a whetstone to put a fine edge on the knife.

6. Sometimes there is a fine line between innocence and guilt.

Total Reading Grade 6 ﬁ Synonyms and Antonyms
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Victorious

Directions: Read the time line to complete the story web below.

i40—Wilma Rudolph is born in Clarksville, Tennessee. She weighs four pounds. She has
nineteen older brothers and sisters.

1945—At the age of five, Wilma contracts scarlet fever and polio. This leaves her with ¢
left leg that is twisted inward. News spreads that she will never walk again.

Childhood: Although unable to walk, Wilma exercises. The nearest hospital willing to
treat black people is 50 miles away. The local school will not accept her because of
her disability.

Childhood: She is able to obtain a steel leg brace from the hospital. She can now go
to school. Still she is unable to play with others. She exercises on her own.

Childhood: Cne Sunday as Wilma and her family come to church, Wilma removes her
leg brace and walks without help.

1952—Wilma is able to take off her brace for the last fime. Wilma and her mother mail
the brace back to the hospital.

Teens: Wilma begins to play basketball. She had studied and memorized the moves of
this game while watching classmates earlier.

Teens: In high school Wilma leads her team to the state championships. They lose in the
finals. A college coach scouts the state final, and Wilma is given an athletic scholarship
to attend the university and participate in frack and field.

1960—Wilma represents the United States in the Olympic Games. She wins the gold
medal in both the 100-meter and 200-meter events, despite a twisted anki=. Her H00-
meter relay team also wins a gold medal.

1962—Wilma Rudolph becomes a second-grade teacher and a high school coach.
1994—Wilma Rudolph dies.

Saddest News? Years of Life?
What Diseases? from
to
What Sports?
What Victories Accomplished? Where Born?
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True Stories From the Sea

Directions: Here are six short descriptions of animails from under the ocean. Can you
match each with a title that fits its description?

Titles: What Big Eyes You Havel Breathe Deeply
Keep Out of the Light Dill Pickle
The Cadillac of Fish

The anglerfish lures its prey with a part of its fin which serves as its fishing pole. This fin,
located between the eyes of the anglerfish, emits a small light which glows from the
very tip. When a curious shrimp checks out this light, he is promptly devoured.

Few large sharks are found in deep sea water, but that is where the megamouth shark
resides. It swims with its mouth wide open, feeding upon the tiny plankton that migrate
through its territory. This huge fish is as long as a large automobile. Discovered in 1976,
the megamouth’s scientific name is franslated as "giant yawner of the open sea.”

The kraken is a giant squid. While no healthy kraken has ever been seen or
photographed, scienfists believe it may grow to §7 feet in length. Squid have fen long
tentacles covered with toothed suckers. These help the creature hold its prey. The
kraken also possesses a hard, sharp beak for crushing its victims. This keen-sighted
creature has the largest eyes of all earth’s animals . . . almaost {8 inches in diameter!

The deep sea cucumber is not a plant! It's an animal, This creature, which can live
30,000 feet below the ocean surface, is about the size of a pickle. And it reminds some
people of a bumpy-backed piglet. It gets its food by sucking or chewing mud from the
ocean floor.

The elephant seal can hold its breath for a leng time.
With its huge lungs and specialized circulatory system, this
mammal can remain underwater for one hour at a time.
Typically it may spend 20 hours each day below the
surface of the water. It dives deep to eat squid. Possibly it
spends much of its time in the depths to avoid its rival,
the great white shark.
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Name

Where Do | Start?

James
To start o research report, you can use these steps. Madison
(>

Choose a topic areaq. =y
Brainstorm ideas.
Identify the specific topic you want to write about.
Identify possible reference sources.

Find the sources and take notes from each one.

OEWwN —

Directions: Read about what one student did to start a research report.
Draw a line matching each sentence in Column A o the correct step from Column B.

Column A Column B
I. Twant to write a report about a famous A. Find the sources and take
American. notes from each one,

2. Let’s see: presidents, entertainers, athletes,
business people . . . I think I'll choose
famous president,

B. Choose a topic area.

C. Identify possible
3. Idon’t know much about President James reference sources.
Madison. [ think I'll chcose him.,

U. There is a good article about James L%, SrSElaT. (Ce

M . H H y . .
cdisory I iy encyciopeald E. Identify the specific topic

5. Madison had an important role in the you want to write about.
writing of the U.S. Constitution before he
ecame president.

Directions: Think of a topic that you would like 1o research and report on. Write what you
would do fo brainstorm and find information for your report.
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Name

What Do | Need To Know?

Directions: Asking the right questions is a big part of writing a successful research report.
Read this paragraph about President James Madison. Which of the questions on the list
can you find answers to in the paragraph? Underline those questions.

«) ames Madison was born in Virginia in - president. Madison was a congressman,
1751 and died in 1836. As a young man secretary of state, and president, but he
he married Dolley Payne Todd. He is most famous for his work in writing the
eventually became the fourth president  U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights. He
of the U.S., serving from 1809-1817. He was  believed in political and religious freedom
elected to serve after his good friend for all Americans.

Thomas Jefferson, who was the third

. When was Madison born?

When was Madison president?

What games did Madison like to play when he was a kid?
What school did Madison atfend?

What did Madison do before he became president?
What were his greatest accomplishments?

. Why is he considered an important American?

. What were his favorite TV shows?

0 ® N O O FE ® N

. Who were some of his friends and political allies?
. Why did Madison support the Bill of Rights?

=

Directions: Think about the research topic you picked on the previous page. On the lines
below, write a list of good research questions to ask about it

. N Y
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Directions: Circle the resource book you would use to find . . \}
I. Arecipe for baking homemade bread.
encyclopedia cookbook The Life of a Beaver

2. A description of how beavers make dams.

almanac The Life of a Beaver The Guinness Book of World Records

3. A map of the United Kingdom.
thesaurus world atlas The Guinness Book of World Records
4. The ingredients for Turkish Delight.
The Life of a Beaver world atlas cookbook
5. Information about the author, C. S. Lewis.
almanac encyclopedia Guidebook for Art Instructors
6. The name of the world’s most massive dam.
The Guinness Book of World Records dictionary thesaurus
7. The oldest words in the English language.
almanac atlas The Guinness Book of World Records
8. Another word for “trouble.”
thesaurus atlas cookbook
9. Why a beaver slaps its tail.
dictionary The Life of a Beaver atlas
10. The pronunciation of “courtier.”
The Hobbit dictionary almanac

I'l. What camphor is used for.

dictionary The Life of a Beaver thesaurus

Total Reading Grade 6 244
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Name

Note This!

Directions: Mr. Dizzy is ready to teach a lesson on note-taking, but he has scrambled the
index cards containing the main points of his lesson. Read the note cards. Circle the ones
that belong in the lesson on note-taking.

Re SU’T’””GHZe
o Sy AN idfe g
fhenfsf’”d /Ihfmng | Use cboreviations
Ide Maijn whenever possible.
& Review your notes
soon after taking
ill in any
them TO'; p b ke
missing IG€0S- ea s 1O
j o 00 “
; WO oS
Wite d\io‘d' Listen for pOSS“O
evel main ideas.
Discard notes ofter
Make sure you Write slowly ang faking them
can read what neatly in your very |
you are wiriting. best handwiiting, | 5

T

Directions: Find a reference book that has information on the topic you chose on page
2U2, Use the tips you underlined above fo take notes. Write your notes on the lines below.
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Vivid Visuals

Visuals such as maps, graphs, and charts can often explain something better than words
can. The key is fo know which visual to use to best explain your point.

Directions: Victor Visual has lots of visuals to choose from, He's just a litfle confused about
which one fo use for each topic. For each of the fopics listed, write the name of the best
visual to use.

n R |
Street Map US.Map ° Pie Graph - Line Graph :

l. . fo explain how to get from school to Victor's house.

2 to show Victor’s height from first grade to sixth grade.

3. to show which states border the Pacific Ocean.

4. fo show the favorite ice cream flavors of sixth graders.

5. to point ouf the location of the Mississippi River.

' T —____totellthe number of yucky lunches served in the cafeteria each

month for 10 months.

F to tell the percentage of sixth graders that take each bus route.
8.  _ _ __ toshow the route taken by Victor's school bus.
Total Reading Grade 6 246 Research Skills
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Internet Inquiry

The Internet is like an entire research library right inside your computer. You must know
how to use the Internet properly to get the most out of what it has to offer.

Directions: Match each research subject with the Web site where you could find related
information.
www. britannica.com (encyclopedia) F. www.ibm.com/us

www. columbussymphony.org . www.stanford.edu
. www.nyfimes.com www. metmuseum.org
msn.foxsports.com www.velveticecream.com

www.ed.gov/index.jhtml www, weather.com

moO®»
- o

paintings in the Metropolitan Museum in New York City

the box score of last night’'s Chicago Culbbs game

courses offered at Stanford University
current information from the U.S. Department of Education
latest information about IBM computers
current flavors of Velvet Ice Cream
information about the first Moon landing

upcoming concerts by the Columbus Symphony Orchestra

H N P FE e

the weather today in Atlanta, Dallas, and Seattle

information about yesterday’s speech by the president

o

Directions: If you have access to the Internet, check out three of the Web sites above.
On the lines below, write a sentence for each site to summarize the kind of information

you found there.

Research Skills 247 Total Reading Grade 6
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Name

Look It Up!

A dictionary gives word definitions and pronunciations.

A thesaurus provides synonyms and antonyms for words.
An encyclopedia has information on most subject matter.
An almanac contains infermation about recent events.
An atlas has maps and population information.

Directions: To complete the crossword puzzle, figure out which reference source you
would use to find the information described in each clue.

I | 2

Across

3. the definition of verbose

Y. the results of last year’s
election for governor

5. countries bordering on
China

Down

I. asynonym for variable

2. information on
dinosaurs
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Name

Chorus Program

Directions: Mr. Musichead is tired of his kids complaining about the chorus music. This year,
he decided to let the kids vote on what kind of music they should perform. Look at the
results of the election and enter the votes on the chart.

Of 100 fifth graders:
U5 chose pop tunes
35 chose show funes
|8 chose classical pieces
2 chose hymns

Of 95 sixth graders:
U0 chose pop tunes
4O chose show tunes
|10 chose classical pieces
5 chose hymns

Of 105 seventh graders:
55 chose show tunes
30 chose pop tunes
20 chose classical pieces

Pop Show Classical Hymn
Fifth Grade
Sixth Grade Hymn (2%)
Seventh Grade o ol / | \ 7-\\
S
Total / o Show \
\\ %) |
Pop | /
(35%) | /
Directions: Use the chart to help you write each type of music in \ /
the correct place on the pie chart. Then, answer the questions. L

. Which grade liked pop tunes the most?

2. Which grade liked classical music best?

3. How many students voted altogether?

4. How many students altogether voted for show tunes?

5. How many more seventh graders preferred pop tunes to show tunes?

PE————y
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Name

Synonyms

Synonyms are words that mean nearly the same.

Directions: Write a word from the word box below its synonym.

refuse occur shake choose
purchase fright rough reply
copy vacant worth pledge
genuine depart simple tardy

Synonyms and Antonyms

Total Reading Grade 6
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Table of Contents

The table of contents, located in the front of books or magazines, fells a lot about what

is inside.

A table of contents in a book lists the headings and page numbers for each chapter.
Chapters are the parts into which books are divided. Also listed are chapter numbers and
the sections and subsections, if any. Look at the sample table of contents below:

Contents
Chapter |: Plantinga Garden . . . . . . 2
LBl « o5 s s e pisabs b o
FEIEE & . s ca s s aos st mo® i 5
Chapter2:Seeds . . .. ... ........ 8
Vegetables
Potatoes . . . . ... ... ..... Q
Beans . . . . . ... .. ... .. 10
Tomatoes . . . . . . ... .... I
Fruits
Melons . . . _ . . . . ... _ ... [3
BUMMEIrE - & o v v 50 w8 & = < 4
Chapter 3: Caring fora Garden . . . . . . 15
Weeding . .. ... ... ..._.... 16
PRI < 2 « s c 2 s na: oo aos 19

Directions: Using the table of contents above, answer the following questions.

. How many chapters are in this book?

What chapter contains information about things to plant?

On what page does information about fences begin?

Eow N

. What chapter tells you what you can use to help
your garden grow better?

. What page tfells you how to use ferfilizer?

. What page tells you how far apart to plant pumpkin seeds?

. Whatis on page | 17?

e ~N O Wn

. What is on page 4?

i
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Name

Indexes

An index is an alphabetical listing of names, fopics, and important words and is found in
the back of a book. An index lists every page on which these items appear. For example,
in a book about music, dulcimer might be listed this way: Dulcimer 2, 13, 26, 38. Page
numbers may also be listed like this: Guitars 18-21. That means that information about
guitars begins on page |18 and continues through page 21. Subject is the name of the item
in an index. Sub-entry is a smaller division of the subject. For example, “apples” would be

listed under fruif.

N
NS IMIVEN s o AR A 27
NGC 5128 (QAIOXY) cvovivriresiiiiermsiiieinie s oresesennes 39
NOVAS ..o e D2
Q
Observatories. See El Caracol.
Orbits Of PIANETS v 10
OO IRCHET oot mias s itassise Lo
P
Planetoids. See Asteroids,
Planet rings
SIS s e T 28
S L Ty 9,25
VITBIRE s e B s 26
Planets
discoverad by Graeks v 7
outside the solar system ..o 4o

visible with the naked eye . coccvvveeiciicccen . 9

Index

See also planet names.

PIEIGTES 1voviiiiiiiciiiiiiiie it e e D2

o I T — |2, 27

L T 25,36

Pole star. See Polaris,

o e [ T e 1 1

R

Rings. See Planet rings.

S

SETIEIIUB. cossrimmsnims svonvmmmmsss st bomsd 4808 sasai LY £

Satellites
SUBTBRE surmememlmrrsss s
BEREINE. s e 27
PIITES o i s s s e i 27
SEITUITEE wicumenssssomovnmnnsesimisna s A s 25
UPQINUS o s bbb 26
See also Galilean satellites.

L [ £ = —— 25

Directions: Answer the questions about the index from this book about the solar system.

. On what pages is there information about Pluto?

. Whatis on page 417

. On what pages is information about Saturn’s first ring found?

What is on page 437

. Where is there information about the pole star?

o 0 E W N

On what page would you find information about planets that are visible to the eye?

7. On what page would you find information about Jupiter’s satellites?

Research Skills
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Biographical Research

A biography is a written history of a person’s life. Often, information for a biography can
be obtained from an encyclopedia, especidlly if a person is famous. Of course, not everyone
is listed in @ main artficle in an encyclopedia. Use the encyclopedia’s index, which is the
last book in the set, to find which volume contains the information you need. Look at this
listing taken from an encyclopedia index for Henry Moore, an English artist:

Moore, Henry English sculptor,
1898- 1986

main article Moore [2:106b, illus.
references in Sculpture 15:2904q, illus.

Notice that the listing includes Henry Moore’s dates of birth and death and illustrations
(illus.). It also includes a short description of his accomplishments: He was an English sculptor.
Look below at part of the index from the Children’s Britannica encyclopedias.

Linceln, Abraham president of US, Lind, Jenny Swedlish singer, 1820-87
1809- 1865 cperafic sopranc admired for vocal purity
main article Lincoln | [:H9g, illus. and confrol; made debut 1838 in Stockholm
references in and sang in Paris and London, becoming known i
Assassination 2:64b as the "Swedish Nighfingale”; toured US with P.T. ‘
Caricature, illus. 4.87 Barmum 1850; last concert 1883.
Civil War, American 4:296a fol. references in Barnum 2:235a0 :
Confederate States of America 5:113b fol. Lindbergh, Anne US author and aviator, b. 1906 ’
Democracy 6:17a references in Lindbergh | 1:53a, illus.
Gettysburg, Battle of 8; 144a Lindbergh, Charles Augustus US aviator,
llinois 9:259b 1902- 1974
Thanksgiving Day 17:19%a main article Lindbergh | 1:53a, illus.
United States of America, history of 18:137a fol, references in
Westward Movement [3:Uq9a Aviation, history of 2; 1UCb, illus.
Lincoln, Benjamin army officer, Medals and decorcfions, |1:266b
1733-1810 Saint Louis, 15:2 15b
references in American Revelutfion |:204b Linde, Karl Von German engineer,
1842-1934

references in Refrigerction 15:32b

Directions: Answer these questions from the index above.

I. Where is the main article for Abraham Lincoln?

2. In addition to the main article, how many other places are there references to Abraham
Lincoln?

3. In which encyclopedia volume is there information about Anne Lindbergh?

Total Reading Grade 6 2592 Research Skilis
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About the Tests

What Are Standardized
Achievement Tests?

Achievement tests measure what children know in

particular subject areas such as reading, language
arts, and mathematics. They do not measure your
child’s intelligence or ability to learn.

When tests are standardized. or normed, children’s
test results are compared with those of a specific
group who have taken the test. usually at the same
age or grade.

Standardized achievement tests measure what
children around the country are learning. The test
makers survey popular textbook series, as well as
state curriculum frameworks and other professional
sources. to determine what content is covered
widely.

Because of variations in state frameworks and
texthook series, as well as grade ranges on some
test levels, the tests may cover some material that
children have not yet learned. This is especially true
if the test is offered early in the school year.
However, test scores are compared to those of other
children who take the test at the same time of year,
so your child will not be at a disadvantage if his or

her class has not covered specific material yet.

Different School Districts,

Different Tests

There are many flexible options for districts when
offering standardized tests. Many school districts
choose not o give the full test battery, but select
certain content and scoring options. For example.
many schools may test only in the areas of reading
and mathematics. Similarly, a state or district may
use one test for certain grades and another test for
other grades. These decisions are often based on

the amount of time and money a district wishes to
spend on test administration. Some slates choose
to develop their own statewide assessment tests.

On pages 255-257 you will find information about
these five widely used standardized achievement
tests:

e California Achievement Tests (CAT)

® Terra Nova/CTBS

® Jowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS)

® Stanford Achievement Test (SAT9}

® Metropolitan Achievement Test (MAT).

However, this book contains strategies and practice
questions for use with a variety of tests. Even if

your state does not give one of the tive tests listed '
above, your child will benefit from doing the
practice questions in this book. If you're unsure ;

about which test your child takes. contact your jocal
school district to find out which tests are given. |

Types of Test Questions

Traditionally, standardized achievement tests have
used only multiple choice questions. Today. many
tests may include constructed response (short
answer) and extended response (essay) questions
as well.

In addition, many tests include questions that tap
students” higher-order thinking skills. Instead of
simple recall questions. such as identifying a date
in history, questions may require students to make
comparisons and contrasts or analyze results
among other skills.

What the Tests Measure

These tests do not measure your child’s level of
intelligence. but they do show how well your child
knows material that he or she has learned and that
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is also covered on the tests. 1U's important to

remember that some tests cover content that is not
taught in your child’s school or grade. In other
instances. depending on when in the year the test
is given, your child may not yet have covered the

material.

If the test reports you receive show that your child
needs improvement in one or more skill areas. you
may want to seek help from your child’s teacher
and find out how you can work with your child to
improve his or her skills.

California Achievement Test
(CAT/5)

What Is the California
Achievement Test?

The California Achievement Test is a standardized
achievement test battery that is widely used with
elementary through high school students.

Parts of the Test

The CAT includes tests in the following content
areas:

Reading

® Word Analysis

» Vocabulary

* Comprehension

Spelling

Language Arts

e Language Mechanics

e Language Usage

Mathematics

Science

Social Studies

Your child may take some or all of these
subtests if your district uses the California
Achievement Test.

Test Practice

Terra Nova/CTBS
(Comprehensive Tests of
Basic Skills)

What Is the Terra Nova/CTBS?

The Terra Nova/Comprehensive Tests of Basic
Skills is a standardized achievement test battery
used in elementary through high school grades.

While many of the test questions on the Terra
Nova are in the traditonal multiple choice form.
your child may take parts of the Terra Nova that
include some open-ended questions (constructed-

response ilems).

Parts of the Test
Your child may take some or all of the following
subtests if your district uses the Terra Nova/CTBS:

Reading/l.anguage Arts

Mathematics

Science

Social Studies
Supplementary tests include:

* Word Analysis

e Vocabulary

e Language Mechanics

¢ Spelling

¢ Mathematics Computation

Critical thinking skills may also be tested.

Total Reading Grade &




Towa Test of Basic Skills
(ITBS)

What Is the ITBS?

The lowa Test of Basic Skills is a standardized
achievement test battery used in elementary
through high school grades.

Parts of the Test
Your child may take some or all ol these subtests
it your district uses the /78S, also known as the
fowa:

Reading

= Vocabulary

® Reading Comprehension

Language Arts

® Spelling

® Capilalization

¢ Punctuation

® Usage and Expression

Math

e Concepts/Estimate

¢ Problems/Data Interpretation

Sacial Studies

Science

Sources of Information

Total Reading Grade 6

Stanford Achievement Test
(SAT9)

What Is the Stanford

Achievement Test?

The Stanford Achievement Test, Ninth Edition
(SAT9) is a standardized achievement test battery
used in elementary through high school grades,
Note that the Stanford Achievement Test (SAT9) is
a different test from the SAT used by high school
students for college admissions.

While many of the test questions on the SATY are
1n traditional multiple choice form, your child may
take parts of the SATY that include some
open-ended questions (constructed-response
items).

Parts of the Test

Your child may take some or all of these subtests
if” your district uses the Stanford Achievement Test.

Reading

* Vocabulary

¢ Reading Comprehension

Mathematics

® Problem Solving

e Procedures

Language Arts

Spelling

Study Skills

Listening

Critical thinking skills may also be tested.

256 Test Practice
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Metropolitan Achievement Test
(MAT7 and MATS)

What Is the Metropolitan
Achievement Test?

The Metropolitan Achievement Test 1s a
standardized achievement test battery used in
clementary through high school grades.

Parts of the Test
Your child may take some or all of these subtests
if your district uses the Metropolitan Achievement
Test.

Reading

® Vocabulary

® Reading Comprehension

Math

¢ Concepts and Problem Solving

¢ Computation

Language Arts

¢ Pre-writing

e Composing

* Editing

Science

Social Studies

Research Skills

Thinking SKills

Spelling

Test Practice ES

Statewide Assessments

Today. the majority of states give statewide
assessments. In some cases. these tests are known
as high-stakes assessments. This means that
students must score at a certain level in order to be
promoted. Some states use minimum competency
or proficiency tests. Often, these tests measure
more basic skills than other types of statewide

assessments.

Statewide assessments are generally linked to state
curriculum frameworks. Frameworks provide a
blueprint. or outline. to ensure that teachers are
covering the same curriculum topics as other
teachers in the same grade level in the state. In
some states. standardized achievement tests (such
as the tive described in this book) are used in

connection with statewide assessments.

When Statewide Assessments

Are Given

Statewide assessments may not be given at every
grade level. Generally, they are offered at one or
more grades in clementary school. middle school,
and high school. Many states test at grades 4. 8.
and 10.

State-by-State Information

You can find information about statewide
assessments and curriculum frameworks at your
state Department of Education Web site. To find
the address for your individual state go to
www.ed.gov. click on Topics A-Z. and then click
on State Departments of Education. You will find
a list of all the state departments of education.
mailing addresses. and Web sites.

Total Reading Grade 6




How to Help Your Child

Prepare for Standardized Testing

Preparing All Year Round

Perhaps the most valuable way you can help your
child prepare for standardized achievement tests is
by providing enriching experiences. Keep in mind
also, that test results for younger children are not
as reliable as for older students. If a child is
hungry, tired, or upset, this may result in a poor
test score. Here are some tips on how you can help
your child do his or her best on standardized tests.

Read aloud with your child. Reading aloud
helps develop vocabulary and fosters a positive
attitude toward reading. Reading together is one of
the most effective ways you can help your child

succeed in school.

Share experiences. Baking cookies together,
planting a garden. or making a map of your
neighborhood are examples of activities that help
build skills that are measured on the tests such as
sequencing and following directions.

Become informed about your state’s
testing procedures. Ask about or watch for
announcements of meetings that explain about
standardized tests and statewide assessments in
vour school district. Talk to your child’s teacher
about your child’s individual performance on these
state tests during a parent-teacher conterence.

Help your child know what to expect.
Read and discuss with your child the test-taking
tips 1n this book. Your child can prepare by
working through a couple of strategies a day so

that no practice session takes too long.

Total Reading Grade 6

Help your child with his or her regular
school assignments. Set up a quiet study area
for homework. Supply this area with pencils.
paper. markers, a calculator, a ruler, a dictionary.
scissors, glue, and so on. Check your child’s
homework and offer to help if he or she gets
stuck. But remember, it’s your child’s homework,
not yours. If you help too much, your child will
not benefit from the activity.

Keep in regular contact with your child’s
teacher. Attend parent-teacher conferences.
school tfunctions. PTA or PTO meetings. and
school board meetings. This will help vou get to
know the educators in your district and the
families of your child’s classmates.

Learn to use computers as an
educational resource. If you do not have a
computer and Internet access at home. try your
local library.

Remember—simply getting vour
child comfortable with testing
procedures and helping him or her know
what to expect can improve test scores!
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Getting Ready for the Big Day

There are lots of things vou can do on or

immediatelv before test day 1o improve your
child’s chances of testing success. What's more.
these strategies will help vour child prepare him-
or herself for school tests. too. and promote
general study skills that can last a lifetime.

Provide a good breakfast on test day.
Instead of sugar cereal. which provides immediate
but not long-term energyv. have vour child eat a
breakfast with protein or complex carbohyvdrates
such as an egg. whole grain cereal or toast. or a

banana-vogurt shake.

Promote a good night’s sleep. A good
night's sleep before the test is essential. Try not to
overstress the importance of the test. This may
cause your child to lose sleep because of anxiety.
Doing some exercise after school and having a
quiet evening routine will help vour child sleep
well the night before the test.

Test Practice

Assure your child that he or she is not
expected to know all of the answers on
the test. Explain that other children in higher
grades may take the same test. and that the test
may measure things vour child has not vet learned
in school. Help your child understand that you
expect him or her to put rorth a good efforr—and
that this is enough. Your child should not ry to
cram for these tesis. Also avoid threats or bribes:
these put undue pressure on children and may
interfere with their best performance.

Keep the mood light and offer
encouragement. To provide a break on test
days. do something fun and special after school—
take a walk around the neighborhood. play a
game. read a ravorite book. or prepare a special
snack together. These activities keep vour child’s
mood light—even if the testing sessions have been
difficult—and show how much vou appreciate
vour child’s effor.

@ Total Reacing Grade 6




Name

Antonyms

Antonyms are words that mean the opposite.

Directions: Write the antonym for each word below.

l. near

2. easy

3. first

4. high

5. stand

6. best

¥
7. boy % !
O3

s ot Cé‘?q:j |

9. question

10. north

Il. huge

12. organized

Total Reading Grade 6 Synonyms and Antonyms
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No matter what grade you're in, this is
information you can use to prepare for
standardized tests. Here is what you’ll find:

e Test-taking tips and strategies to use
on test day and year-round.

* [mportant terms to know for
Language Arts and Reading.

® General study/homework tips.

By opening this book, you've already taken
your first step towards test success. The
rest 1s easy—all you have to do is

get started!

What You Need to Know

There are many things you can do to
increase your test success. Here's a list of
tips to keep in mind when you take
standardized tests
for them, too.

and when you study

Keep up with your school work. One
way you can succeed in school and on tests
is by studying and doing your homework
regularly. Studies show that you remember
only about one-fifth of what you memorize

Total Reading Grade 6

Taking Standardized Tests

the night before a test. That’s one good
reason not to try to learn it all at once!
Keeping up with your work throughout the
year will help you remember the material
better. You also won’t be as tired or nervous

as 1f you try to learn everything at once.

Feel your best. One of the ways you can
do your best on tests and in school is to
make sure your body is ready. To do this,
get a good night’s sleep each night and eat
a healthy breakfast (not sugary cereal that
will leave you tired by the middle of the
morning). An egg or a milkshake with
yogurt and fresh fruit will give you lasting
energy. Also, wear comfortable clothes.
maybe your lucky shirt or your favorite
color on test day. It can’t hurt, and it may
even help you relax.

Be prepared. Do practice questions and
learn about how standardized tests are
organized. Books like this one will help
you know what to expect when you take a
standardized test.

260 Test Practice




When vou are taking the test,
follow the directions. It is important to
listen carefully to the directions vour
teacher gives and to read the written
instructions carefully. Words like nor. none,
rarely, never. and alhwavs are very
important in test directions and qguestions.
You may want 1o circle words like these.

Look at each page carefully before
you start answering. In school vou
usually read a passage and then answer
questions about it. But when vou take a
test, 1t’s helpful to follow a different order.

If vou are taking a Reading test. first read
the directions. Then read the guestions
before you read the passage. This wav vou
will know exactly what kind of information
to look for as vou read. Next. read the
passage carefully. Finally. answer the
questons.

On math and science tests. look at the
labels on graphs and charts. Think about

Test Practice 261

what each graph or chart shows. Questions
often will ask you to draw conclusions
about the information.

Manage vour time. Time management
means using vour tme wisely on a test so
that vou can finish as much of 1t as
possible and do your best. Look over the
test or the parts that yvou are allowed to do
at one time. Sometimes vou may want to
do the easier parts first. This way. if vou
run out of time before you finish. vou will
have completed a good chunk of the work.

For tests that have a time limit. notice what
time it 1s when the test begins and figure
out when vou need to stop. Check a few
times as vou work through the test to be
sure vou are making good progress and not
spending too much time on any particular
section.

You don’t have to keep up with
evervone else. You may notice other
students in the class finishing before vou
do. Don’t worry about this. Everyone
works at a different pace. Just keep going.
trving not to spend too long on any one
question.

Total Reading Grade 6




Fill in answer circles properly. Even
if you know every answer on a test, you
won’t do well unless you fill in the circle
next to the correct answer.

Fill in the entire circle. but don’t spend too
much time making it perfect. Make your
mark dark, but not so dark that it goes
through the paper! And be sure you only
choose one answer for each question. even
it you are not sure. If you choose two
answers, both will be marked as wrong.

It’s usually not a good idea to
change your answers. Usually your
first choice is the right one. Unless you
realize that you misread the question. the
directions, or some facts in a passage. it’s
usually safer to stay with your first answer.
[t you are pretty sure it’s wrong, of course,
go ahead and change it. Make sure you
completely erase the first choice and neatly
fill in your new choice.

Use context clues to figure out
tough questions. If you come across a
word or idea you don’t understand. use
context clues—the words in the sentences
nearby— to help you figure out its
meaning.

Total Reading Grade 6

Sometimes it’s good to guess. Should
you guess when you don’t know an answer
on a test? That depends. If your teacher has
made the test, usually you will score better
iIf you answer as many questions as
possible, even if you don’t really know

the answers.

Should T

On standardized tests, here’s what to do to
score your best. For each question, most of
these tests let you choose from four or five
answer choices. It you decide that a couple
of answers are clearly wrong but you're
still not sure about the answer. go ahead
and make your best guess. If you can’t
narrow down the choices at all. then you
may be better oft skipping the question.
Tests like these take away extra points tor
wrong answers, so it’s better to leave them
blank. Be sure you skip over the answer
space for these questions on the answer
sheet. though. so you don’t fill in the
wrong spaces.

262 Test Practice
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Sometimes you should skip a

question and come back to it. On
many tests, you will score better if you
answer more questions. This means that

you should not spend too much time on
any single question. Sometimes it gets
tricky, though, keeping track of questions
you skipped on your answer sheet.

If you want to skip a question because you
don’t know the answer, put a very light
pencil mark next to the question in the test
booklet. Try to choose an answer, even if
you're not sure of it. Fill in the answer
lightly on the answer sheet.

Check your work. On a standardized
test, you can’t go ahead or skip back to
another section of the test. But you may go
back and review your answers on the
section you just worked on if you have
extra time.

First, scan your answer sheet. Make sure
that you answered every question you
could. Also, if you are using a bubble-type
answer sheet, make sure that you filled in
only one bubble for each question. Erase
any extra marks on the page.

Test Practice

Finally—avoid test anxiety! If you
get nervous about tests, don’t worry. Test
anxiety happens to lots of good students.
Being a little nervous actually sharpens
your mind. But if you get very nervous
about tests, take a few minutes to relax the
night betore or the day of the test. One
good way to relax is to get some exercise.
even if you just have time to stretch. shake
out your fingers, and wiggle your toes. [f
you can’t move around. it helps just to take
a few slow, deep breaths and picture
yourself doing a great job!

Total Reading Grade 6




Name

READING: VOCABULARY
® Lesson 1: Synonyms

Directions: Read each item. Choose the answer that means the same or about the
same as the underlined word. Fill in the circle for the correct answer.

{ Examples )

[A. cheap gift B. A frank answer is — \
(A} generous (F) short
® stingy (G) honest .
(C) expensive (H) long i
3 (D) charitable (J) compiicated ) |

® Practice

Look carefully at all the answer choices. @ !

1. tiresome job 5. To be in the midst is to be in the —
() hurried (A) center
(B) slow (B) dark |
(c) tedious (c) crowd |
(o) dim (D) outskirts
2. arrogant man 6. A person in peril is in —
(F) heavy (F) clothing
(c) proud () safety
(H) cunning (H) luck
(3) humble (4) danger
3. surly individual 7. To thrive is to —
(A) wild (A) withdraw
(B) anxious wither
(c) gruff (c) prosper
(D) calm (D) participate
4. agile body 8. Anallyisa—
(F) clumsy (F) metal
(G) heavy () friend
(H) nimble (H) neighbor @
(J) thin (J) enemy

Total Reading Grade 6 - 264 Test Practice




® Lesson 2: Vocabulary Skills

Directions: Read each item. Choose the answer that means the same or about the
same as the underlined word. Fill in the circle for the correct answer.

( Examples

Name

READING: VOCABULARY

(A. A diminutive woman

tiny
industrious
slow
energetic

@@ )

\

\

B. It was an ambush. Ambush
means —

a courageous fight

a surprise attack

a change in plans

a flowering plant

@

J

If a question is too difficult, skip it and come back to

it later.
@ Practice

7

1. Prolong the agony
‘A) stretch
shorten
stop
postpone

>

@@

he tub
preserve
fill

scrub
lug

3. Unruly behavior
ridiculous
obedient
calm
willful

[ %]
[¥2]
(g}
o
@O =

©

{

)(@)()

9@

y
‘\O

4. Concealed the evidence
avoided
revealed

hid

examined

@@

Test Practice

265

5. Her

o

ias was plain to see. Bias means —
point of view
loss
wisdom
slip
had a hunch. A hunch is a —
feeling
bad attitude
hump
cramp

@) ©)@)(>) I

(=2}
—
=
©
o
=]
<

)

@@

o

b

7. The professor rambled. Rambled
means —

to get lost
babbled
argued
stopped

)

N
e

@@

8. The twins mustered their courage.
Mustered means —
(F) lost
faked
proclaimed
gathered

-n

STOP

L@@

Total Reading Grade 6




Name _

READING: VOCABULARY

@ Lesson 3:

Antonyms

Directions: Read each item. Choose the word that means the opposite of the underlined
word. Fill in the circle for the correct answer.

{ Examples

(.

willing to leave

(a) able
eager
(©) reluctant
(D) allowed

.

B. simple room

(F) omate
(G) empty
(H) full

(J) unusual

=

G\ If you are not sure which answer is correct, take your

@® Practice

best guess. Eliminate answers that mean the same
thing as the underlined word.

1. dissimilar answers
(a) identical
(8) strange

(c) unusual
(©) unlike

2. The play commenced.
(F) concluded

(G) began
(H) continued

@ failed

3. benign host
(a) kind
(B) spiteful
(c) young
(D) gracious
4. opened gingerly
(F) carefully
() carelessly
(H) swiftly
() gradually

Total Reading Grade 6

5. absurd situation
ridiculous
horrible
funny
sensible

@E®E

6. hoist the sails
Jift

lower
display
mend

n
—
—

O

7. vacant room
clean
ancient
empty
inhabited

@Ee®

8. motivated worker

(F) energized
(@) uninspired
(H) roused
(1) new

266
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® Lesson 4: Multi-Meaning Words

Name

READING: VOCABULARY

Directions: Read the directions carefully. For items A, 1, and 2, choose the correct
answer. For items B, 3, and 4, choose the word that fits in both sentences.

( Examples )

(A

Because of her fever, she felt faint.
In which sentence does the word
faint mean the same thing as in the
sentence above?

Her dress was a faint pink.
When he saw the blood, he
felt faint.

The writing on the yellowing
paper was very faint.

Her voice was so faint | could

© @

©

B. Did someone the

cookies?
Leather is the
animal.

of an

eat
hide
skin
bake

O

\

J

barely hear it.

@® Practice

A Use the meaning of the sentences to find the right answer.

Check your answer again before you fill in the circle. ﬁ

1. Will you brush my hair? In which
sentence does the word brush mean
the same thing as in the sentence
above?

(A) She bought a new brush.
After the storm, the yard was littered
©

with brush.

| need to brush the dog.

She felt the kitten brush against her

leg.

2. He plans to store the corn in his barn.
In which sentence does the word
store mean the same thing as in the
sentence above?

% She went to the grocery store.
My dad will store the lawn mower in
Q

The owner will store his shelves with
merchandise.
My favorite store is in the mall.

the shed.
Test Practice

3. The
The first
tournament is over.

A) square
B) part

(¢) round
(D) circular

piece goes here
of the

The second of our
encyclopedia set is missing.
Please turn down the
on your stereo.

(F) sound

(G<' volume
(H) book
() dial

/A

&

Total Reading Grade 6
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READING: VOCABULARY

@® Lesson 5: Words in Context

Directions: Read the paragraph. Find the word that fits best in each numbered blank. Fill

in the circle for the correct answer.

{ Examples

\—

( Ashley was __{A) when she A. (A) disappointed \
won the honor of representing her school in indifferent
the spelling bee. This annual event gave (c) bothered
students the opportunity to represent their @ delighted
schools in a statewide competition. Ashley B. ® declared
could hardly wait. The winner would be (@ invited
(B) the state champion. () justified
(J) deceived v,

® Practice

If you aren’t sure which answer is correct, substitute
each answer in the blank.

People who travel or cross the Amazon
and Orinoco Rivers of South America are
careful never to (1) a foot or
hand from the side of their boat. For just
below the surface of these mighty waters

(2) a small fish feared throughout

the (3). That fish is the flesh-
eating piranha. It has a nasty __
and an even nastier
smaller fish make up most of its diet, the

piranha will (6) both humans and
other animals.
1. (A lift
(B) dangle
(c) withdraw
(D) brush
2. (F) lurks
(G) nests
(H) plays
(1) boasts

Total Reading Grade 6

)
(5). Although

268
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universe
town
continent
village

habit
friend
flavor
disposition

smile
brother
appetite
memaory

befriend
bully
attack
analyze

Test Practice




Name

READING: VOCABULARY
@ Lesson 6: Word Study

Directions: Read each question. Fill in the circle for the correct answer.

{ Examples )

/A. Which of these words probably B. Golden retrievers - \
comes from the Spanish word children well.
chafarro ViRAning “eergreen Which of these words would
oak”? — .
indicate that golden retrievers get
(&) chapel along well with children?
®) chapar.ral @ reject
(© chaplain @ tolerate
(D) chapter &) display
N (3) manipulate -/

Stay with your first answer. It is more often right

) ! than it is wrong.
® Practice

1. Eggs are to omelet as bread is to 4. The sailors their water
. supplies.
@ lunch Which word means the sailors
(8) sandwich “refilled” their water supplies?
(c) wheat (F) detected
(D) cheese () allocated
T‘Q participated
2.  Which of these words probably (4) replenished

comes from the Greek gumnastes

Y- . I For numbers 5 and 6, choose the answer
meaning “athletic trainer”?

that best defines the underlined part.

% gumption 5. primer primeval
G) gymnast - 'C\
A) elementary
, —
@ gumshoe (8) original
(W gusto ©) first
: (o) former
3. Carlosdidnotwantto__ . B
Which \yord means “to interfere”? 6. courier courser
® el (F) running
(B) insult (G) ruling
(© intrude (H) coursing
(@ surpass (4) turning

Test Practice 269 Total Reading Grade 6




Directions: Circle an antonym for the underlined word in each sentence.

. The bike is broken.

Kim is the tallest girl.
That boy is nice.

Steve is very happy.
Can Mark work today?
Jump over the net.

| found the door key.

it starfed on fime.

i have a hard bed.

The movie is short.

. 1 was early today.

He drives too fast.

Synonyms and Antonyms

fixed
oldest
kid
angry
run
under
forgot
played
big
long
home

slow

Name

old
shortest
girl
funny
play
beside
lost
showed
soft
funny
lost

hurry

lost

cltest
person
sad

eat

on

hid
stopped
finy

sad

late

far

Total Reading Grade 6



Name

READING: VOCABULARY

SAMPLE TEST

@ Directions: For items E1 and 1-8, choose the word or words that mean the same or

almost the same as the underlined word. For item E2, fill in the circle for the

correct answer.,

g Examples
E

~

1. possessed information E2. Which of these words probably
() questioned comes from the Greek word horama
discovered meaning “sight.”
© had (F) orangutan
(D) lost (G) panorama
(H) amazing
\_ (J) amass
1. important data 5. To urge someone is to —
(A) computer (a) encourage
meeting discourage
(©) information (©) invite
(©) announcement (D) conceal
2. promptly returned 6. Tocrouch is to —
(F) quickly (F) crawl
(G) quietly (G) jump up
(H) hesitantly (H) stoop
(1) gallantly () shrink
3. emphatic reply 7. Gnarled means —
(A) humorous (a) grumpy
forceful knotted
(c) emotional (c) lifelike
(D) weak (D) smooth
4. huge commotion 8. If someone is bewildered, he is —
(F) noise (F) enchanted
(G) concert () enlightened
(H) disturbance (H) confused
(1) crowd () correct @
Total Reading Grade 6 270 Test Practice



10.

11.

12.

13.

Name

READING: VOCABULARY
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)

For numbers 14-19, choose the word that
means the opposite of the underlined

Her description was precise.
To be precise is to be —

(a) specific

inaccurate

(c) imaginative
(o) peculiar

Heather was chagrined.
To be chagrined is to be —

() happy
(G) embarrassed

(H) angry
(J) enthusiastic

The brothers had to fend for
themselves.

To fend is to —
(o) manage
(B) discover
(¢) shop

(©) reply

She had an airtight alibi.
Alibi means —

raft

excuse

opinion

claim

OO

It was a clever device.
Device means —
gadget
announcement
trap
development

CE®®

Test Practice
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word.

14. a ship adrift
(F) sinking
(G) floating
(H) anchored
(J) lost

15. rouse someone

16.

17.

18.

19,

() awaken
anger
(c) soothe
(D) enliven
good chum
(F) quality
(G) deed
(H) friend

() stranger

acute pain
(A) intense

(8) sharp
(c) intermittent

(D) dull

eat with relish
(F) enjoyment
(G) disgust
(H) zest
(V) pleasure

outlandish clothing
A) outrageous
B) peculiar
ordinary
ridiculous

)(®)

©@

Total Reading Grade 6




Name _

READING: VOCABULARY

SAMPLE TEST (cont.)

For numbers 20-23, choose the word
that correctly completes both sentences.

20. Please hand me a
She needed a
(F) kidney
(@ hand
(H) tissue

(J) hammer

21. That was

There were an
players.

(a) strange
(8) odd
(c) quick
(D) outside
22. The stars
You
(F) seem
(G) pretend
(H) appear
(J) shine
23. What’s all that 2
He hit the ball with his
(A) noise
bat

(c) commotion
(©) racket

transplant.

number of

at night.
_to beill.

Total Reading Grade 6

24. 1 don’t recognize your accent.

In which sentence does the word
accent mean the same thing as in
the sentence above?

(F) Place the accent above the
second syllable.

(G) You forgot to include the
accent mark.

(H) She has a southern accent.

(J) There is an accent on reading
programs.

25. The directions were very complex.

In which sentence does the word
complex mean the same thing as in
the sentence above?
(A) Alicia had a spider complex.
This map is too complex for
me.
() What's a complex
carbohydrate?
(D) They lived in an apartment

complex.

For numbers 26 and 27, choose the
answer that best defines the underlined
part.

26. manual manuscript

hand
write
dictate
instead of

OEE®

27. mistreat mispronounce

almost
badly

not
opposite of

@EE@®
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Name

READING: VOCABULARY

SAMPLE TEST (cont.)

28. Which of these words probably
comes from the Old French word
aaisier meaning “to put at ease”?

(F) simple

G) easy
aisle
alas

O

29. Which of these words probably
comes from the Latin word ferox
meaning “fierce”?

ferret

ferment

ferocious

fervor

DI

©©

30. The design was very
Which of these words means
“elaborate”?
(F) intrepid
(@) serviceable
(H) intricate
(*\\‘ .
() exclusive

31. They gave to the officer.
Which of these words means “to
give honor to” the officer?

homage

flourish

ballast

image

©@@®

©

Test Practice 213

Read the paragraph. Choose the word
below the paragraph that fits best in
each numbered blank.

Laughter is good medicine. Scientists
believe that laughter (32) the
heart and lungs. Laughter burns calories

and may help (33) blood
pressure. It also (34) stress and
tension. If you are (35) about

an upcoming test, laughter can help you
relax.

v,

@)

e

32, heals
stresses
weakens

strengthens

i

raise
lower
eliminate
elongate

G

-

33.

@

)(©)

©

34. relieves
increases
revives

releases

@@

&

35. excited
enthusiastic
nervous

knowledgeable

SO
)(©0) Uff({’_)

=
E /

&

Total Reading Grade 6




READING: COMPREHENSION

® Lesson 7: Main Idea

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

{ Example

( The experts are not always right. They
advised the big mining companies to pass
up the Cripple Creek region. They claimed
that no gold could be found there. It was
left up to local prospectors to uncover the
incredible wealth of Cripple Creek. More
than $400 million worth of ore was found in
this area that experts ignored.

~N

A. What is the paragraph mainly
about?

®

what experts thought about
Cripple Creek

when gold was found at
Cripple Creek

how much the ore was worth
how big mining companies
operate

©
®

J

@® Practice

, If a question sounds confusing, try to restate it in
" simpler terms. Be sure you understand the question
before you choose an answer.

7

The practice of wearing rings is a very
ancient one. Throughout history, people in
many lands have decorated their bodies by
wearing rings on their fingers, ears, lips,
necks, noses, ankles, and wrists. In some
cultures, a married woman wore a ring on
the big toe of her left foot, a man might
have put rings on his second and third toes.
Today, the practice of wearing rings in some
cases includes multiple facial rings, as well
as rings in many other areas of the body.

Total Reading Grade 6

1. What is the paragraph mainly
about?

why some people wore rings

on their toes

what kinds of rings were the
most popular

when the practice of wearing
rings began

how people throughout history
have worn rings

2. Which title best summarizes this
passage?
(F) Rings Worn Today
() Rings Throughout the Ages
(H) Rings in Unusual Places

() Rings Are Fun

=g e

274
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@ Lesson 8: Recalling Details

Name

READING: COMPREHENSION

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each guestion. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

( Example

3

( The frankfurter, named for the city of
Frankfurt. Germany, is easily the most
popular sausage in the world. Frankfurters,
popularly known as “hot dogs.” are sold
almost everywhere in the United States.
They are consumed in great gquantities at
sporting events and amusement parks.
People from other countries often associate
hot dogs with the American way of life.

\

A. Where are huge numbers of hot
dogs eaten?

A) in Frankfurt, Germany
B) in other countries

N’

C) at sporting events

D) in stores

.

@® Practice

Look for key words in the question, and then find the

same or similar words in the passage. This will help you =9
locate the correct answer. H/

Around the year 370 e.¢., the Greek
philosopher Plato wrote about a huge
coniinent that once existed in the Atlantic
Ocean. Plato called the continent Atlantis
and stated that it was approximately the
size of Europe. Atlantis was supposedly the
home of a mighty nation with powerful
armies that had subdued parts of Europe
and North Africa.

Plato’s account of Atlantis came from
his research of the records of an earlier
Athenian ruler named Solon. Solon was
supposed to have visited Egypt several
hundred years before, and it was there that
he heard about Atlantis.

Atlantis was said to have beautiful cities
with advanced technologies. The climate
was so ideal that two growing seasons
were possible. The land teemed with herbs,
fruits, and other plants and was the habitat
of many animals. Life was good until,

Test Practice

accoerding to Plato, the citizens of Atlantis
became greedy and incurred the wrath of
the gods. Then. great earthquakes and
floods that continued nonstop for a day and
night caused the continent to sink into the
ocean.

1. Who was Plato?
‘A) a citizen of Atlantis
a philosopher
a ruler
a warrior

(@) (o) (w)(>=

2.  Where did Plato believe the
continent of Atlantis was located?

near Egypt

in the Pacific Ocean

in the Atlantic Ocean

in the North Sea

@)

)

Total Reading Grade 6
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READING: COMPREHENSION
® Lesson 9: Drawing Conclusions

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the

circle for the answer of your choice.

{ Example

( English women once thought they
looked best with wigs that rose two or even
three feet above their heads. It certainly
made them look taller. Wool, cotton, and
goats’ hair were used to give the hairpieces
the desired height. The finest high-piled
wigs were often decorated with imitation

Qruit, model ships, horses, and figurines.

\

A. From the story you cannot tell —
(a) the color of the wigs
the height of the wigs
(C) what the wigs were made of
O,

how wigs were decorated

¥y

2 answers.
® Practice

Skim the passage so you have an understanding of what
it is about. Then, skim the questions. Answer the easiest
questions first, then look back at the passage to find the

I'll admit the list is fong. | broke Mom's
favorite blue vase playing baseball in the
house. It was a home run, but that didn't
count much with Mom. | broke the back
window. | didn’t think | could break a
window by shoving my hip against a door. It
must have been bad glass. | ruined the
living room carpet by leaving a red spot the
size of a basketball. | know the rule—no
drinking in the living room—but | wasn’t
really drinking. | didn’t even get a sip before
| dropped the glass.

| guess “Trouble” is my middle name. At
least that's what Mom says. So you won't
be surprised when | tell you I'm in trouble
once again.

Total Reading Grade 6

1. What is the main problem in the story?
(A) The narrator drinks red pop in
the living room.
The narrator breaks and destroys
things.
(C) The narrator disobeys the rules.
@ The narrator is in trouble again.

2. What do you think happens next in the
story?

The narrator gets a paper route

to pay for all the damages.

The narrator apologizes for
ruining the carpet.

The narrator tells about the latest
trouble he caused.

The narrator asks for a new

middle name. a

Test Practice
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Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
® Lesson 9: Drawing Conclusions (cont.)

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

( Example

( By actually fishing for and catching other | B. From this passage, what can you \

fish, the anglerfish grows to be almost four conclude about anglerfish?

feet long. It lies quietly in mud at the bottom /€ Anglerfish prefer fish to other

of the water. Three worm-like “fingers” on animals.

the top of its head attract other fish. When :c: They have worms growing out

the fish come close, the anglerfish gets its of their heads.

meal. If fishing is slow, the anglerfish may ’E Birds often eat anglerfish.

rise to the surface and swallow ducks, @ They always remain at the
Qoons. or even geese. bottom of the water. )

Skip crossed only one set of fingers play in college, he thought. He really
when he made a wish. He avoided black wanted to be a winner.

cats and never stepped on cracks in the
sidewalk. He thought he was a perfect

candidate to win something, anything. 3. Which sentence best summarizes

Skip knew that winning took more than this story?

avoiding cracks and black cats. That's why Skip was very superstitious.
he tried out for the track team. Skip wanted Skip really wanted to be a
to hear the words, “You are the winner!” He winner.

(@)(>)

)

imagined hearing his name announced over (c) Skip had a vivid imagination.
the loud speaker. However, Skip didn’t work ‘D) Track was not the right sport
very hard at practice and didn't make the " for Skip.

team.
4. Which sentence best describes

Skip spent his free time kicking stones what Skip will need to do to be a

down the street. He pretended he was an

. : . i winner?
NFL kicker in a championship game. The 2\ Skio wil bei
score was always 0-0, and his kick would F) Skip will need to stop being so
cinch the title. In his imagination, he always . SUPefS_tmOUS-
scored. () Skip will need to work hard to

succeed.

Skip will need to find
somecne to coach him.

Skip believed he would be a football
star when he grew up. He decided it didn’t
matter that he hadn’t made the track team.

@

He would play football when he got to high L fitlﬁnwmstr:)enids i Sy
school. He was such a great kicker; he ¢ ' @
would easily make the team. He might even

Test Practice 277 Total Reading Grade 6




Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
® Lesson 10: Fact and Opinion/Cause and Effect

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

( Example

( The shellfish shrimp is a popular food. A. Which sentence below is an \
Shrimp are found in both fresh and salt opinion, not a fact?
water. Most shrimp have five pairs of thin @ Shrimp can grow new legs.
front legs and five pairs of back legs. The Shrimp live in fresh and salt
front legs are used for walking and the back water.
legs for swimming. Unlike most animals, if a (©) Shrimp prefer to walk, not swim
shrimp damages or loses a leg, it can grow a . . . '
(D) Shrimp have five pairs of front
\new one. B

Skim the passage for facts. Remember: Facts can be
proven.

¥ c‘
® Practice — U

Jessica and Suzanne were friends and 1.  Which sentence below is not a fact?

neighbors. They loved to solve mysteries so (A) The club met on Saturday.

much that they began their own club, the i
Migstiery Seilvers Chub (8) Jessica and Suzanne were

One Saturday afternoon, the day of their IEITIRE
weekly meeting, Suzanne went to her room (©) Suzanne went to her room at
at 2:00 to get her journal. It was missing! The 2:00 to get the jourral.
journal contained all the information and all (D) Someone took Suzanne's
the notes from each of the club’s meetings journal.
and cases. Suzanne ran to the meeting place
in Jessica’s backyard. Suzanne exclaimed, 2. Because Suzanne has lost her
“My journal is missing! You must help me find journal, what will the club members
it.” probably do next?

The club members were concerned. They ® The club will buy a new
needed the club notes to solve a mystery journal.

from the week before. Jessica said, “Tell us
all you know.”

Suzanne replied, “| keep the journal in the
drawer of my bedside table. Last night | was
writing in it while | ate a sandwich. | don’t
remember much else except that | was very

They will search for the
missing journal.

They will move on to the next
mystery.

Suzanne and Jessica will no

© ® @

tired. | didn't think about my journal again longer be friends.
until just now. It wasn’t in my drawer where |
keep it.”

o 50

Total Reading Grade 6 978 Test Practice




® Lesson 11: Story Elements

Name

READING: COMPREHENSION

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

{ Example

( The space taxi's engine hummed.
Nathan'’s teeth chattered. Little wells of
moisture beaded up on his forehead and
palms. / can't fly, he thought. Mars is just
around the corner, but it's still too far to be
stuck in this taxi. Nathan knew that his uncle
was waiting for him, waiting for help with his
hydroponic farm. At first, that didn’'t matter. In
his mind, Nathan saw himself leaping out of
his seat and bolting toward the door. But then
he thought of his uncle. Nathan knew that if he
did not help his uncle, the crops he had

Y

A

worked so hard to nurture and grow would not\
be ready for the Mars 3 season. He took a
deep breath and settled back for the
remainder of the flight. He couldn't wait to see
the look on his uncle’s face when he stepped

off the taxi.

A. What is the setting of this story?
(A) Earth

a space farm

a space taxi

unknown

@O

/

and problem.

@® Practice

Read the passage quickly for clues to the setting

7

“What do you wanna play?” Will asked as
he shoved a bite of pancake into his mouth.

“Scramble. We are Scramble maniacs at
this house,” said Scott.

Will poured more orange juice into his
glass. "How about that game where you ask
dumb questions about stuff everyone always
forgets?”

“Trivial Questions,” said Scott.

“Yeah, that's it.”

“Can you name the seven dwarfs?” asked
Eric.

“Snoopy. Sneezy, Dopey,” said Scott.

“Nah, Snoopy’s a dog,” said Eric.

“Let's do something else,” Will chimed in
as he cut his pancake in half.

“Let's play Scramble,” said Scott.

“That’s too much like school. Let's play
football,” said Eric.

“It's too cold out,” said Scott.

“Let’s dig out vour connector sets. | haven't

279

Test Practice

=

played with those for years,” Eric said as he
pushed his chair back and stood.

“Yeah,” said Scott and Will as they jumped
from their seats.

1.  What is the setting for this story?
Scott's bedroom

Scott’s living room

Scott’s kitchen

Scott's basement

©@©)®@)(>)

2.  What is the problem in this story?
(F) The boys cannot remember

the names of the seven

dwarfs.

The boys cannot decide what

they want to do.

The boys do not want to

play Scramble.

It's too cold to play

football.

©)

© @

&

Total Reading Grade 6




Name _

Mussel With Muscle

Homophones are words that are pronounced alike but have different meanings.

Directions: Write the correct homophone from the word box under each picture, Write
the maiching homophone below if.

cymbal symbol hangar hanger muscle
mussel pare pear pause PAWS
plain plane principal  principle  tacks
tax waist waste

/2

fr"T i ;
Total Reading Grade 6 28 Homophones and Homonyms




Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
® Lesson 12: Fiction

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

{ Example

( Excited, the guinea pig squealed with A. What title best summarizes this \
delight when the girl entered the room. story?
Surely the girl would give her a special (A) Squeals of Delight
treat. Instead, the girl threw herself down A Guinea Pig's Perspective
on the bed. “It's not fair,” the girl said. (C) The Sad Girl
Disappointed, the guinea pig closed her @ A Special Treat
\eyes and went back to sleep. j

Skim the passage so you have an understanding of what
it is about. Then, skim the questions. Answer the easiest
questions first, and then look back to the passage to find
the answers.

® Practice

“You said there was a river near here. 1. Why did Mara probably want to go
Why don’t we go swimming?” suggested swimming?
Mara, wiping the sweat off her brow. (&) It was a warm day.

“Oh, you wouldn’t want to swim in that Mara felt daring.
river!” said Eva. (c) The girls were bored.

“Why not?” Mara asked. “I'm a strong (D) It was raining out.

swimmer. Even if the river's deep or the

current’s fast, it won't bother me.” 2.  What will the girls most likely do

next?
“It's not that the river is deep or fast,”

said Eva. “If you like swimming with tires,
broken bottles, and rusty cans, you can
swim there.”

visit a friend

go swimming in a pool
swim in the river

go back to Eva’s house

OO

“Well,” said Mara, “I don’t think | want to
swim that badly. Unless—isn’t there a
public pool in town?”

Total Reading Grade 6 280 Test Practice




Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
@® Lesson 13: Fiction

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each questicn. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

[ Example

( “We're out of eggs, Sis,” Willis A. What can we conclude from the Ias’t\
complained. "We can't make supper.” paragraph?

“| was afraid we might be,” said Sis. “On A} Mom decided not to buy eggs.
cold days like today, Mom usually stops at 2 Mom went shopping instead
Phil's Diner on her way home from work for R stopping at the diner.

a cup of hot coffee. Let's call the diner and S Willis discovered eggs in the

leave a message for her.” Sis dialed the
diner.

An hour later, Mom came heme with a
\bag of groceries but no eggs.

back of the refrigerator.
Mom had a dozen eggs in her
bag of groceries.

(©)

«\ Skim the passage so you have an understanding of what
5}) ) it is about. Then, skim the questions. Answer the easiest

&IV ED  questions first, and then look back to the passage to find
. — o  the answers. s
@ Practice 5

The Special Gift

T.J. was poised to take a bite of his birthday cake when his mother said, "Not so fast,
Mister. | think you have one more present coming.”

“Really? What is it?" T.J. asked.

His father rose from his seat and walked around tc T.J.’s chair. “Son. | have been
waiting for this day to give you a very special gift. My father gave it to me when | was about
your age. and it has been one of my most valued possessions. Now | want to give it to
you.” He then placed an old, dusty shoebox tied with string in front of T.J.

“This is my stamp collection. Son.” his father began. “Your grandfather and | worked on
it together. Now | want you to have it. I'll teach you about the different stamps and how to
preserve them. We can go to the post office tomorrow after school, and you can pick out
one of the new stamp sets to add to your collection.”

T.J. tried to be excited about his gift, but he didn't understand what was so great about
a box of old stamps. “Thanks, Dad,” he said with a forced smile.

= i

Test Practice 281 Total Reading Grade &




Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
@® Lesson 13: Fiction (cont.)

Then, he noticed that Felicia had taken the box and was looking in each of the
envelopes inside. “Look at this one!” she exclaimed. “It's from the year | was born. Hey,
T.J., here’s one from the year you were born, too!”

“That's right,” said T.J.’s grandfather. “There are even stamps from my birthday!”

T.J. began to understand why the box was so important to his father and grandfather.

He moved close to Felicia so that he could see the stamps better. Twenty minutes later, he
didn’t even notice that his ice cream was melted all over his cake.

1. What is the main idea of this story? Which of these sentences is an
(A) Good manners are best. opinion?
(8) T.J. received a very special (F) The stamp collection was very
gift. special to T.J.’s dad.
(c) Stamps are valuable. (G) Atfirst, T.J. did not understand
(D) It's the thought that counts. why the gift was so special.
o (H) Collecting stamps is boring.
2. When Felicia discovers the stamps @ Some of the stamps were
from the years she and T.J. were very old.
born, what does T.J. begin to
understand? Who is the main character in this
(F) He and Felicia are about the story?
same age. () Grandfather
(G) Some of the stamps are older ® TJ.
than he is. @ Father
(H) The stamps are very () Felicia
meaningful. -
@ i s b after the In the sente_nce, I'll teach you
collection was begun. about the different stamps and_ how
to preserve them,” the word
3. Why didn’t T.J. notice that his ice preserve probably means —
cream was meiting? (F) to keep in good condition
@ He was no longer hungry. @ to store
@ He was interested in the ® to sell to make money
stamps. (J) to keep from decay
(c) He did not like chocolate ice
cream.
(D) He had already left the table. @

Total Reading Grade 6

Test Practice




READING: COMPREHENSION
@® Lesson 14: Fiction

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each guestion. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

( Example \

/ The sun beamed down on the sweltering “Great ideza.” responded Carl. "He has \
city streets. Carl and Evan moped along. air-conditioning and a pool!”
sweating. ’ : )
A. What is the setting for this story?
“We've got to beat this heat.” groaned _ g . iy
Carl a country recad

\

ur) (1)

“Let's take the subway to the beach,”
suggested Evan.

“Neither of us has enough money for the
fare.” said Carl. "And we certainly can't afford
an air-conditioned movie.”

“| know,” cried Evan, "let's go to Andrew's.”

S _/

Skim the passage so you have an understanding of what
it is about. Then, skim the questions. Answer the easiest

questions first, and then look back to the passage to find
the answers.

. O
® Practice >

Carl's apartment
a city street
a small town

(o) {o}

Cyber Love

Alex sat next to the girl of his dreams every day in science. math. and computer
applications. Every day. CeCe smiled at Alex with her pretty, silver smile. Like Alex. she too
wore braces. She wrote notes to him during class and laughed at all nis jokes. Alex thought
she liked him, but he was too shy to ask. He worried that the year would pass without ever
learning for certzain.

When Valenting's Day approached, Alex thought he had a chance. He would send her a
special valentine. Unfortunately, he had no money. He was desperate. so desperate that he
broke down and talked to his dad.

When Alex’s dad said. “Try cyberspace,” Alex was confused. He wondered how the
Interret could help him. But when he visited the Free Virtual Valentine Web site. he knew

his problem was sclved. He chose a musical valentine and e-mailed it to CeCe at
school.

Test Practice ‘% . vl Reading &




Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
® Lesson 14: Fiction {cont.)

On Valentine’s Day, Alex waited patiently for CeCe to open her e-mail. He tried to look

busy as he watched her out of the corner of his eye. CeCe whispered, “You sent me a
message,” as she clicked on the hot link to Alex’s valentine. Then, she turned to Alex and
said, “You're great.”

long time ago.

I'm great, Alex thought to himseif. She likes me. If only I'd discovered cyberspace a

1. Which sentence best summarizes 4. Why didn’t Alex ask CeCe if she
the main idea of this story? liked him?
(A) Alex liked school. (F) He didn’t think to ask.
Alex was very shy. (G) He was too shy.
(c) Alex wanted to know if CeCe (H) He didn't like girls.
liked him. (J) The year went by too quickly.
(D) Cyberspace is a great way to
show your love. 5. What is the climax of this story?
(A) Alex waits to see CeCe’s
2. Which detail from the story does response to his valentine.
not show that CeCe liked Alex? @ Bate tells Alox that he ja
(F) She smiled at him. great.
(G) She laughed at his jokes. (c) Alex talks to his dad
(H) She sent him notes. (D) CeCe laughs at his jokes.
(y) She and Alex both wore
braces. 6. What is the purpose of this story?
(F) toillustrate how to combat
3. What can we conclude about CeCe shyness with girls
from the first paragraph? @ to explain how Alex
(&) She had a good sense of discovered that CeCe liked
humor. him
(8) She was intelligent. (H) toillustrate how to send a
(c) She liked Alex. valentine through cyberspace
(D) She liked Alex’s braces. (3) toillustrate that it pays to ask
parents for advice
Total Reading Grade 6 084 Test Practice




Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
@® Lesson 15: Nonfiction

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

( Example

/ The Trans-Canadian Highway is the first | A. This paragraph tells mainly — \
ocean-to-ocean highway in Canada and the @ about highways in Canada
longest paved road in the world. After @ why the Trans-Canadian
twelve years of work, the 4,859-mile Highway is helpful
highway was completed in September @ when the Trans-Canadian
1962. This highway made it possible for a Highway was built
person to drive from coast to coast and @; the location of the longest
remain within Canada for the entire trip. road )

Skim the passage so you have an understanding of what it
is about. Then, skim the questions. Answer the easiest
questions first, and then look back to the passage to find

5 the answer.
@® Practice

Imagine this. You wake up to discover 1. What is the best way to begin ice
that a fresh layer of glistening snow covers biking?
the ground. After breakfast, you pull on your (A) Go out and buy a new bike.
cold weather gear and hop on your bike. =4 , :
For some, this thought is unimaginable. For \E A PUt g alksae
others, this activity, called ice biking, is an when it gets cold.
enjoyable form of recreation or even a way (©) Ride just a few minutes each

to commute to work. Ice bikers race and day.
even go on camping trips. Watch the wind chill.

©

If you think ice biking sounds fun, it is 2
easy to get started. Ice bikers suggest that
starting is just as easy as not putting your
bike away when the weather grows cold.
Just continue riding your bike. They
suggest that you begin by riding your bike
one day at a time. Plus, don't be foolhardy.
Dress appropriately and watch the wind
chill.

Which describes an activity enjoyed
by ice bikers?

commuting to work

camping

racing

All of the above

©CEE®

&

e
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Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
® Lesson 16: Nonfiction

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

( Example )

/ The liver is the largest of the body’s A. How many functions does the Iiver\
glands. It helps the body absorb food by perform?
producing a fluid that breaks down the food (a) one
taken into the body. The liver clears the @ two
blood of many harmful products it can @ three
absorb. The liver also stores sugar for (© four
future use and makes sure that the heart
Qjoes not become overloaded with blood. J

)} Skim the passage and questions. Look back to the
passage if you are unsure of the answers.

@® Practice

The Ship of the Desert

Nomads who crisscross the Sahara Desert of North Africa rely on a most unigue animal
for transportation—the dromedary, or one-humped camel. Because it is indispensable to
desert travel, the dromedary is sometimes called the “ship of the desert.”

Several factors make the dromedary suitable for long desert trips. It can go for long
periods without nourishment. The hump on a camel’s back serves as its food reserve.
When it has little to eat, it converts the fat from its hump into energy. The camel’s hump
can weigh up to 80 pounds or more. When the animal has to rely on its reservoir of fat, the
hump becomes much smaller. Thus, it is easy to recognize a well-fed camel by the size of
its hump.

Many people believe that camels store water in their humps. This is not true. Their
ability to go for days without drinking is due to other factors. First, camels are able to drink
large quantities of water at one time. Some have been known to gulp 53 gallons in one
day. Second, the camel sweats very little and can tolerate greater body temperatures.
Consequently, it retains most of the water it drinks and can travel several hundred miles
before replenishing its supply.

Other physical characteristics enable the camel to endure harsh desert conditions. It
can completely close its nostrils, thus protecting it from the stinging effects of
sandstorms. Its eyes are shielded from sand and sun by overhanging lids and long
lashes, and its broad, padded feet keep it from sinking into the soft sand. No other

animal is better equipped for life in the desert than the camel.
WU
Total Reading Grade 6 286 Test Practice




Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
® Lesson 16: Nonfiction (cont.)

1. What is the main idea expressed in 4. Which of these statements is a

this story? fact?

(A) The dromedary is the ideal (F) Nomads prefer camels to all
animal for desert life. other pack animals.

(8) The camel's hump serves as (G) The Bactrian camel is the best
its food reservoir. camel for desert travel.

(c) The dromedary is called the (H) A camel’'s broad, padded feet
“ship of the desert.” protect it from sinking in soft

(D) Camels do not store water in sand.
their humps. (J) Camels enjoy hot weather.

2. Which characteristic does not help 5. Which additional detail would

the camel to survive in the desert? support the title of this story?
(F) Acamel can drink up to 53 (A) Nomads use camel’s hair to
gallons of water in one day. weave cloth to make tents.
@ A camel can close its nostrils. @ Camels are strong animals
(H) A camel sweats very little. capable of carrying loads up
(J) Acamel is indispensable to to a thousand pounds.
desert travel. c) Camel's milk and meat are
often part of the nomad’s diet.
3. What cannot be concluded from (o) Camels can be stubborn.
reading this passage?
(A) A camel can survive a long 6. What is the author’s purpose for
time without eating. this passage?
(B) A dromedary camel is easier (F) to entertain
to ride than a Bactrian camel. (@) toinform
(c) Camels have many features (H) to persuade
that equip them for cold (J) to sell a product
weather.
(o) BothBandC

&

2 S
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Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
@ Lesson 17: Nonfiction

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

{ Example

( Though Americans take pride in the A. The best nickname for these Incan \
accomplishments of the pony express, few messengers would be —
people know of an earlier and equa”y @ the pony express

remarkable postal service. Eight hundred
years before the pony express operated,
messages traveled 150 miles a day without
the aid of a horse. Incan runners were
spaced about three miles apart over a
stone road that stretched 5,000 miles.
These relay runners were the “express
mail” carriers of their time.

(B) the Incan express
(C) the horseless carriage
@ the horseless express

J

Skim the passage and questions. Look back to the

passage if you are unsure of the answers. ﬁ

The Man Behind the Faces

If you have never heard of Gutzon Borglum, you are not alone. Even though he was the
sculptor responsible for the carvings on Mount Rushmore, many people do not know him
by name.

Clue
® Practice -

Gutzon Borglum was born in ldaho in 1867 to Danish parents. He became interested in
art early in life. He spent time studying in Paris then returned home to concentrate on
sculpture. At the beginning of his career, Gutzon created many large sculptures, some
which are quite famous. He also worked on the early stages of the carving of General
Robert E. Lee at Stone Mountain, Virginia.

Gutzon was patriotic and outspoken. He lived during a time in American history called
“the Colossal Age.” This meant that big things were happening. For this reason, Gutzon
Borglum became known as an artist who did things on a grand scale.

Borglum wanted to create a large monument to four American Presidents who brought
our country into the modern age. He located Mount Rushmore, a 5,725-foot granite
mountain in South Dakota and began his sculptures in 1927. Working on one at a
time, Gutzon and his team carved the faces of George Washington, Thomas
Jefterson, Abraham Lincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt into the mountainside. @

T 3 P
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READING: COMPREHENSION
@ Lesson 17: Nonfiction (cont.)

Gutzon died in 1941, but his son, Lincoln, continued the work on Mount Rushmore.
Today, Mount Rushmore is one of the most-visited national monuments.

1. What is this article mainly about? 4. Which of these statements about
@ the beginning of “the Colossal Mount Rushmore is true according
Age” to information in the article?
Gutzon Borglum’s life (F) Mount Rushmore is located in
(©) Borglum’s great work, Mount North Dakota.
Rushmore (G) ltis located in South Dakota.
(D) arton a grand scale (H) It is more famous than Stone
Mountain.
2. According to the passage, Gutzon CD It is the largest mountain in

Borglum did things on a grand
scale. What does doing something
“on a grand scale” probably mean? 5. What detail does not support the

the country.

(F) creating things with intricate idea of Gutzon as an artist?
designs (a) Gutzon went to Paris to study
(G) making things that are very art.
large and impressive @ He became interested in art
(H) doing things well and with early in his life.
great care (c) Gutzon was patriotic and
() doing things that take artistic outspoken.
talent (D) He created many large
sculptures.

3. Based on your answer for number
2, which of the following would you
consider to be done on a grand
scale?

(a) a painting as tall as a house

a painting of a large, royal
family

(c) adrawing of the tallest
building in the world

(D) a life-size sculpture of a man

Test Practice 289 Total Reading Grade 6
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What Do You Know?

Directions: Write the homophone for each word listed. Then, write the homophone
pair that best completes each senfence. Use a dictionary if you need help.

allowed loot
patients passed
close rung
board rote
seller __ threw
council fied
weak jam
I. The librarian the children
to read to one another.
2. This year
by so quickly.
3. The child _ the entire
passage by
4. According to the agreement, the [
must repair the windows before the sale is final.
5. A priceless was among the stolen
from the museum last night.
6. We our boat to the dock and waited for low
7. Caring for so many requires great
8. Please the door of my closet.
9. The aftorney will his clients before the next
meeting.
10. We were 50 that we decided to leave the
meeting.
Homophones and Homonyms 29 Total Reading Grade 6




READING: COMPREHENSION
SAMPLE TEST

@® Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the |
circle for the answer of your choice. [

p Example |
Penny arrived early at the Johnson’s E1. What can we know about Lori from\
because it was her first time to sit for their reading the paragraph above?
little girl, Lori. Lori looked at Penny. Lori @ Lori is an intelligent little girl.
was very petite. Her blond hair was pulled Lori is a pretty little girl.
back into two ponytails, and her bright smile @ Lori is a little girl with a bright
made even her freckles sparkle. Lori asked smile.
Penny to play dolls with her. (D) Penny will have no problems
\ babysitting Lori. /

By Saturday Noon |

Saturday noon is one of those special times in our house. When | say special, | don’t
mean good special. By Saturday noon, my sisters and | need to have our bedrooms
pristine.

When Dad inspects our rooms, he is like an army sergeant doing the white-glove test. |If
anything is out of place, if any clothes are left on the floor, and if your dresser isn't cleaned
off and shiny, you don’t get to go anywhere that day.

That isn’t hard for Margaret. She’s a neat freak. But Chelsea and | are normal, which is
the problem—two normal sisters sharing a bedroom. On Monday, we start our separate
piles: dirty clothes, wrinkled clothes, clothes we decided not to wear but forgot to hang up.
By Wednesday, it's hard to find the floor. By Friday, the tops of the dressers are loaded.
Plus, Mom won't let us throw everything down the laundry chute. “Sort it,” she says.

Usually, we have enough time to get our clothes all folded and hung by noon, but last
Saturday, Chelsea got sick. She spent the morning in the bathroom. | was left to clean the
room alone. | had plans to shop with Jen.

At 10:00, Jen decided she wanted to leave early. | was desperate, so | shoved
everything under Chelsea’s bed, dusted the dressers, plumped the pillows, and called Dad
for a room check.

Dad started his checklist. Everything was okay until Dad got to my closet. He turned
and asked, “Where are all your clothes, Sara?”

“‘Dirty,” | confessed.

Dad looked around until he spied the clothes under Chelsea’s bed.

“Dirty?” he asked. @

Total Reading Grade 6 290 Test Practice




Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)

I winced. “| must have missed those.”

“Call Jen. You're not going shopping today,” he said.

By Saturday noon, | was sick right alongside Chelsea. Mom said, “It's a good thing you
didn’t go shopping.” | figured it was just the opposite. If | had gone shopping, | would never
have gotten sick.

Test Practice

1. The words in the title “Saturday 4. Which of the following is not one of
Noon” are used three times in the Sara’s excuses for not getting her
story. Why is that time important to room clean?

Sara? (F) Sara’s mom will not let her
(A) Chelsea wanted to go throw clothes down the
shopping. laundry chute.
(8) It was the deadline for having (G) Chelsea got sick and couldn't
her room clean, which help.
determined whether or not (H) Jen wanted to leave early.
she could go out that day. (4) Her mom should clean her
(C) It was the time Sara had to room.
have the laundry done. ) _
@ It was when she got sick. 5. What is this story’s plot?
(a) Sara can't wait to go
How is Margaret different from Sara shopping.
and Cheisea‘? (B) Sara knows she needs to
(F) Sheis older. have her room clean by
(6) She is younger. Saturday noon, but blames
(H) She is very neat. everyone but herself for her
@ She always goes out on room not b8ing clean.
Saturdays. (c) Sara allows her laundry to
What does th d pristi puilel up-
e S WA VRSO P IOl (D) Sara’s dad has unrealistic
in this story? " '
expectations for Sara.
(a) very clean
@ organized 6. Which title below best fits this
(©) packed story?
(®) untidy (F) The Blame Game
() Cleaning Is Not Normal mmmd
(H) Shopping With Jen
=
el (J) Laundry Woes

Total Reading Grade 6
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READING: COMPREHENSION
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)

Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the circle for the
answer of your choice.

p Example

When a baby kangaroo is born, it is as E2. What is the main idea of this \
big as your thumb. The baby, called a joey, paragraph? ‘
cannot see, hear, walk, or ]ump It crawls ® Newborn joeys are small and !
into the pouch on its mother’s stomach and defenseless.

remains there about eight months. During
that time, its body grows and develops
more fully.

Newborn joeys are as small
as your thumb.

A mother kangaroo has it w
easy.

Joeys are baby kangaroos. /

© @ ©

g
Maternal Fish Father |

In the warm and temperate waters of the world live two unusual fish: the sea horse and
its relative, the pipefish.

The sea horse, so-called because its head resembles a horse, is a small fish about two |
to eight inches long. It swims by moving the dorsal fin on its back. It is the only fish with a
prehensile tail that it uses, like a monkey, to coil around and cling to seaweed.

The pipefish is named for its long snout, which looks like a thin pipe. When its body is
straight, the pipefish resembles a slender snake. Its body forms an S shape and is
propelled by its rear fins.

But it is not appearance that makes the sea horse and pipefish unique. It is their
paternal roles. With both fish, the female’s responsibility ends when she lays and deposits
her eggs. From that point on, the male takes over and, in a manner of speaking, gives birth
to the babies.

Both the male sea horse and pipefish have pouch-like organs on their undersides in
which the female deposits her eggs. Here the young fish stay and are nourished for either
a few days or for several weeks, depending on the species. When the baby sea horses are
ready to be born, the father sea horse attaches itself to a plant and actually goes through
the pangs of childbirth. As the sea horse bends back and forth, the wall of its brood pouch
contracts. With each spasm, a baby fish is introduced into the world of the sea. The birth of
the baby pipefish is less dramatic. The father’'s pouch simply opens, and the offspring swim
off on their own. z ]

Total Reading Grade 6 292 Test Practice




Name

READING: COMPREHENSION
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)

7. What is the main idea of this
passage?

®

®
©
®

8.

The pipefish and the sea
horse fathers are unusual
because of the way their
offspring are born.

Sea horses resemble horses
but have tales like monkeys.
Female pipefish and sea
horses are lazy.

Sea horses make good pets.

Which statement does not describe

a sea horse?

®

© @ ©

The sea horse’s head
resembles a horse.

The sea horse’s body is
propelled by a rear fin,

The sea horse uses its snout
to cling to seaweed.

The sea horse has a
prehensile tail.

9. Which statement seems to say that
the role of the pipefish is less
difficult than that of the seahorse?

®

©
©

Test Practice

The baby pipefish swim off.
The father’s pouch simply
opens.

The pipefish’s body is shaped
like an S.

The pipefish has a long, thin
snout.

i)

-

10. Which statement is an opinion?

®

@ ©@

©

J

11.

)

A

@e®

Male sea horses and pipefish
are very good fathers.

Sea horses are from two to
eight inches long.

Sea horses move by the use
of their dorsal fins.

The wall of the male sea
horse’s brood pouch
contracts.

What is the author’s purpose?

to compare and contrast two
fish

to entertain

to persuade

to confuse

Total Reading Grade 6
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@® Part 1: Vocabulary

Name

READING PRACTICE TEST

Directions: Foritem E1, find the word that means the same or almost the same as the
underlined word. For item E2, fill in the circle for the answer you think is
correct. Then, follow the directions for each part of this test.

; Examples )
E1. artificial diamond

(a) fake

genuine
(c) exquisite
©

authentic

<

E2. Which of these words probably \
comes from the Latin word
familiaris, which means
“domestic”?

(F) farmer

() familiar

(H) famous
(4) domicile /

For numbers 1-13, find the word or words that mean the same or almost the same as

the underlined word.

1. surprising outcome
relationship
appointment
result
announcement

Ce®@®

2. hideous mask
lovely
funny
monstrous
false

OEEO

3. audible sigh
heard
silent
austere
angry

4. desolate landscape
forested
barren
desirable
unnatural

CE®®

@@

Test Practice

5. To subside is to —
(A) continue
grow louder
() cease

D) be intermittent

)

6. A cunning plan is —

clever
unoriginal
original
detailed

@G

7. A monotone speech is —

A) exciting
lively

=
@
v,
o
=

@e®E

Total Reading Grade 6




Name

READING PRACTICE TEST

Part 1: Vocabulary (cont.)

9. The old woman was very frail.
Frail means —
(A) hardy
(B) determined
(C) delicate

(p) forgetiul

10. Daphne’s excuse was legitimate.
Legitimate means the same as —

(F) false

@ honest
(H) faulty

(J) incredible

11. Aaron Baron was very illustrious.

llustrious means —
(A) famous
(B) infamous
(©) intelligent
(o) sickly

12. Juanita’s complexion was wan.
Wan means —
(F) tan
(G) ashen
bright
swarthy

O

13. The crowd jostled Justin.
Jostied means —

ridiculed

honored

pushed

ignored

@®@®

©

Total Reading Grade 6

that means the opposite of the
underlined word.

14. a gleeful response
joyous
gloomy
cheerful
reluctant

@@

18.

o)
o

surd situation
ridiculous
sensible
unbelievable
embarrassing

@E®®

16. aridc

imate
dry
airy
fertile
barren

@@@@I

17. animated conversation

(a) lively
(B) dull

(c) energetic
(D) one-sided
18. sodden clothing
(F) soaked
(G) spongy
dry
@1 filthy

19. essential ingredient
(A) necessary

N

(B) unnecessary
(c) important

/"\ S

(b) add itional

For numbers 14-19, choose the word

Test Practice




Name

READING PRACTICE TEST
Part 1: Vocabulary (cont.)

For numbers 20-23, choose the word 24. Will the children spruce up their
that correctly completes both sentences. rooms?
20. He discovered an underground In which sentence does the word
. spruce mean the same thing as in
the sentence above?
Rachel read the several —
P . F, They planted a spruce.
- i G We used spruce to build our
; 00 house.
/g\ p§§§ag§ E The volunteers will spruce up
(H) civilization the playground.
(L) letter J) Maggie climbed up the
21. Michael's arm was in a o
Chondra was part of the _ 25. Andre bounced the ball.
A e In which sentence does the word
A ve . A
= bounced mean the same thing as in
B) crew
= the sentence above?
(c) cast s
= d A Kate bounced back after her
2/ me surgery.
22. Akiko had a in her brow. B Mrs. Smith's check bounced.
© The Ping-Pong ball bounced
The farmer made a with = offtha tgble e
hiz Biow. D) The kangaroo bounced across
F) furrow 7 the field.
g wrinkle
(H) trench For numbers 26 and 27, choose the
(J) scar answer that best defines the underlined
art.
23. Sara’s hair was g
26. prepare preoccupy
Matthew's friend at him. TGy after
R ¢
é/ scowled 6 before
(®) wild =
= H) because of
(C) tangled C i
(D) snarled -
27. patience obedience
(a) state or condition of being
(B full of
© having, tending to
—— D) without

Test Practice 297 Total Reading Grade 6




Name

READING PRACTICE TEST
Part 1: Vocabulary (cont.)

28. Which of these words probably
comes from the Latin word gratia
meaning ‘“‘grace”?

(F) grade
(G) grasp
(H) gracious
(1) regret

29. Inhale is to exhale as tense is to —
(a) breathe
(8) relax
>
(c) nervous
(o) gasp

30. Her favorite was “Better
safe than sorry.”

Which of these words means
“saying”?

craving

bias

maxim

gild

C@E®

31. The man an oak.

Which of these words means “to
cut down with an ax”?

hewed
heaved
haunch
sliced

GO0

Total Reading Grade 6

Read the paragraph. Choose the word
below the paragraph that fits best in
each numbered blank.

In October 1985, a whale caused quite a

(32) near the (33) of
California. The whale, a (34) so
large that its home is the Pacific Ocean,
swam under the Golden Gate Bridge and up
the Sacramento River. After more than three
weeks, the whale finally reversed its

(35) and headed back toward the
ocean.

32. collision
stir
boycott

meddle

@@

33. city
island
coast

coax

CE®®

34, fish
amphibian
plebeian

creature

O

35. bow
course
ballasts

opinion

©®E)

298 Test Practice




Name

READING PRACTICE TEST
® Part 2: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question. Fill in the
circle for the answer of your choice.

Example

Jade begged her father to let her get a E1. What do you think will happen \
cat, but he worried that she wouldn't take next?
care of it. So Jade worked hard to show (A) Jade will open the box to find
how responsible she was. She even took a puppy.
out the trash every week and did all her (8) Jade will open the box to
homework every day after she got home - discover a kitten.
S ©) Jade will open the box to find

When Jade's birthday came, she her little brother.
received a board game and some new Jade will not open the box.
clothes. Then, at the last minute, her father
handed her a shoebox—something was

\squirming inside! J

Read this passage about a boy who discovers two coins. Then, answer the questions on
the next page.

One Afternoon in March

One afternoon in March, | found two silver dollars shining in a half-melted snow bank. |
instantly thought of buried treasure. So | dug through the snow searching for more. All |
ended up with were two really cold hands. | slipped the two coins in my pocket and went
home colder but richer.

©

The next morning, Megan and her little sister were searching the snow banks. Finders
keepers was my first thought. | didn’t need to get to the losers weepers part since Moira
was already crying for real.

‘I dropped them right here,” she said between tears. Her hands were red from digging
in the snow.

“Maybe they got shoved down the street by the snow plow. Let's try over there,” Megan
said optimistically.

They'll never know was my second thought, as | walked past them toward Tyler's
house.

“Phil, have you seen two silver dollars?” Megan called. Moira looked up from the
snow bank with hope bright in her eyes.

“Coins?” Look innocent was my third thought.

Test Practice ‘ % Total Reading Grade 6
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Name

A Crown of Wild Olive Leaves

Directions: Read the selections and fill in each blank with the correct homophones.

Imagine yourself as a spectafor at the ancient Greek games! Use the word bank of
homophones to fill in each blank within the sentence. Then, use the other homophone
in the pair to write your own sentence on the line provided. Try to write sentences
about the Olympics.

Word Bank :
all—awl scent—sent waits—weights site—sight
throne—thrown  way—weigh him-—hymn toes—tows
mail—male scene—seen war—wore one—won
I. In the ancient games all athletes were . Unmarried women were

allowed to attend the spectacle, but married women were not.

2. The for the games was chosen carefully so that it was in full view
of an important landmark.

T

3. The temple of Zeus could be from the Games. The games were
dedicated in honor of this god.

4. One that athletes relaxed was to swim in the pool at Olympia.
But there were no swimming races in this one-and-only pool of ancient Greece.

5. BEvery four years, three heralds would be from the town of
nearby Elis to proclaim the games and announce the Olympic Truce. ‘

6. These heralds carried staffs and wreaths of olive leaves.

7. The long-jump participants carried heavy lead . Yet distances of
over |6 meters were recorded!

I .
Total Reading Grade 6 ;g 0 Homophones and Homonyms

T |



Name

READING PRACTICE TEST

Part 2: Reading Comprehension (cont.)

“Yes, Moira dropped two silver dollars somewhere around here yesterday.”

“Yeah,” said Moira, “they’re big and heavy.” She brushed her red hands off on her
jacket and wiped the tears from her eyes. Her eyes were as red as her hands.

Lie, | thought, but said, “As a matter of fact,” | hesitated, "I dug two coins out of that
snow bank yesterday. | wondered who might have lost them.”

Moira ran to me and gave me a bear hug. “Oh, thank you, thank you!”

| couldn’t help but smile.

1.  What is the main idea of this story?

(A) ltis okay to lie if you think you
will get away with it.

It is always better to be honest
than rich.

(c) “Finders keepers, losers
weepers” is not a good saying
to live by.

(o) Both B and C apply.

2. How did Phil probably feel at the end
of the story? He felt —

(F) angry with himself for being
honest.

@ angry with Megan and Moira.

(H) hopeful that he would find
another buried treasure.

() disappointed at having to give
up the coins but glad that he
had been honest.

3.  What is the problem in this story?

(A) Moira has lost two silver dollars
in the snow.

(_S] Phil does not want to give up
the coins he found.

(c) Phil does not want to help Moira
find her coins.

(D) Megan does not want to help
her sister.

Total Reading Grade 6

4.

5.

6.

Which statement below is a fact?
(F) Phil thinks only of his own
wants.
(6) Moira cries a lot.

(H) Moira and Phil should be
wearing mittens when out in
the snow.

@ Moira is crying because she
has lost her silver dollars.

What is the setting of this story?
(A) outside on a March day
(8) outside on a warm, summer
day
(c) acold, winter day
(D) the view outside a window

What would be a good title for this
story?

Frostbitten Fingers

Finders Keepers, Losers
Weepers

A Fistful of Dollars

Honesty |s Best

@@

@@

Test Practice



Name

READING PRACTICE TEST
Part 2: Reading Comprehension {cont.)

Read this story about a Native American girl. Then, answer the questions on the next
page.

A New Tipi

Fingers of frost tickled at Little Deer’s feet. It was a chilly fall morning, but there was no
time for Little Deer to snuggle beneath her buffalo skins. It was going to be a busy day,
helping her mother to finish the cover for their family’s new tipi.

Little Deer slid her tunic over her head and fastened her moccasins. Wrapping herself
up in another skin, she walked outside to survey the work they had done so far. The tipi
cover was beautiful and nearly complete. The vast semicircle was spread across the
ground, a patchwork in various shades of brown. After her father and brothers had killed
the buffalo, she and her mother had carefully cured and prepared the skins, stretching
them and scraping them until they were buttery soft. Then with needles made from bone
and thread made from animal sinew, they had carefully sewn the hides together until they
formed a huge canvas nearly thirty feet across.

After they finished the cover today, it would be ready to mount on the lodge poles. Little
Deer’s father had traded with another tribe for fourteen tall, wooden poles. They would
stack the poles together in a cone shape, lashing them together with more rope made from
animal sinews.

Then, they would carefully stretch the cover over the poles, forming a snug, watertight
home. Little Deer smiled in anticipation. She could just imagine the cozy glow of the fire
through the tipi walls at night.

Test Practice 301 Total Reading Grade 6
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Name

READING PRACTICE TEST
Part 2: Reading Comprehension (cont.) |

7. What is this story mainly about? 10. Which of these statements shows
(a) hunting personification?
(8) building a tipi (F) Little Deer smiled in
(c) the uses of buffalo anticipation.
(D) the life of a Native American (G) Little Deer slid her tunic over
girl her head and fastened her
moccasins.

(H) The tipi cover was beautiful
and nearly complete.

Fingers of frost tickled at Little
Deer’s feet.

8. Which sentence below is not a step
in the process of making a tipi?
Stretch the cover over the @

poles.
Cure and prepare the skins.
Sew the hides together.

Make clothing from the
remaining pieces of hide.

@

11. Where would this passage most
likely be found?

@ a historical novel

an encyclopedia |
(©) a science fiction story |

O

9. How does Little Deer feel about

finishing the tipi? @ adiary ,
(r) depressed _ o |
angry 12. Which characterllstlc m_ost N
@ adiiad accurately describes Little Deer?

(o) cold ©) lazy _
() hardworking
(H) clever
(3) intelligent

=

Test Practice
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Name

READING PRACTICE TEST
Part 2: Reading Comprehension (cont.)

Read this story about a new girl at school. Then, answer the questions on the next
page.

A Handful of Pretty Flowers

When Shanda first arrived at school, she discovered to her dismay that a freckle-faced
boy in her sixth-grade class was smitten with her. Because Shanda’s family was new to the
city, Shanda had not yet made any friends. She didn't feel comfortable asking the other
students the boy’s name. And he didn’t offer his name, just a handful of pretty flowers.

Shanda soon learned the redheaded boy’s name, Tommy. Whenever the class lined up
for assembly or gym, he always smiled a crooked smile in her direction. Shanda felt
uncomfortable with the attention he gave her, small though it was. Why did he like her
anyway? On several occasions, Shanda tried to start a conversation with Tommy. But he
always blushed, put his hands in his pockets, and looked down in embarrassment.

Gradually, Shanda developed a circle of friends. She finally felt happy in her new
school. The only thing that still made her uncomfortable was Tommy with his crooked, shy
smiles.

One day, as Shanda was walking down the hallway, Tommy came up alongside her.
“Do you like animals?” he asked. Shanda was shocked. He had actually spoken to her.

Shanda turned to him and replied, "Hi, Tommy. Yeah, | like animals. We have lots of
pets at my house. How about you?”

Shanda noticed how nervous Tommy had become as she talked. He even appeared to
stop breathing for a moment. He whispered something about a dog and then hurried away.
Shanda wondered if she had hurt his feelings by calling him Tommy. Maybe he liked to be
called Tom.

A week later, Tommy reverently handed Shanda a photo. It was a snapshot of a
beautiful collie. She had intelligent eyes and almost seemed to be smiling. Her ears were
alert, and her face tilted questioningly. Shanda knew this was an important moment for
Tommy. “What's her name?” she asked softly.

“8h-, sh-, she was Shanda . . . like you. We had her since | was in kindergarten. Sh-,
she’s gone now.”

Test Practice Total Reading Grade 6
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READING PRACTICE TEST
Part 2: Reading Comprehension (cont.)

13. What is this story mainly about? 17. From whose point of view is this
(a) agirl has a hard time fitting in story told?
at a new school (n) Tommy's :
a boy's love for his dog Shanda’s |
(c) a shy boy (c) the teacher's :
(D) anew girl at school and the (b) Shanda’s friend |

shy boy who likes her

18. Which statement best describes
14. In this story, what does the word Shanda?
smitten mean?

(F) struck by

() attacked by
(H) attracted to
(J) bothered by

Shanda is popular.
Shanda likes Tommy. ;

Shanda shows kindness by :-
asking about Tommy’s dog.

Shanda is shy.

© @@

15. From reading this story, we can
conclude that —

(a) Tommy’s dog has died, and i
he misses her.

Tommy’s family now has a
cat.

(c) Tommy likes the name
Shanda.

@ Tommy thinks Shanda is cute.

16. What probably caused Tommy to

give Shanda flowers?

@ He felt sorry for her because

she was a new girl.
She and his dog shared the
name Shanda.
She had hair the same color
as his collie.
She liked animals as much as

he did. @

=5 il ‘
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Name

READING PRACTICE TEST
Part 2: Reading Comprehension (cont.)

Read this article about early radio. Then, answer the questions on the next page.

Hi-Yo, Silver!

What did people do for entertainment before television? Today, the average child
spends more time watching television than reading. Television is so much a part of daily life
that many people cannot imagine what life was like before it.

Before television, there was radio. Radio was invented around 1916 from the telegraph.
At first, it was used to get information quickly from one part of the country to another. By
1926, radios were common in homes. People listened to music, news, and shows in the
same way we watch TV today. Television was not invented until the 1940s, and it did not
gain popularity in homes until 1955.

Families gathered around their radios to listen to shows broadcast all over the world.
One of the most popular radio shows was The Lone Ranger. This show was about a Texas
Ranger and a faithful Native American, named Tonto, who tirelessly worked to stop evil.
The Lone Ranger rode a white horse named Silver and wore a black mask. The Lone
Ranger hid his identity, because he had been left for dead by a gang that ambushed and
killed five other Texas Rangers. He vowed to find these desperadoes. His white hat, white
horse, black mask, and his famous call, “Hi-yo, Silver. Away!” became symbols of the
American Wild West hero.

Other famous radio heroes were the Shadow and the Green Hornet. Eventually, radio
shows became famous television shows as well. Comedians and vaudeville stars made the
transition from the stage to radio to television. Comedians such as Jack Benny, Red
Skelton, and George Burns had radio shows that became television favorites.

Test Practice 305 Total Reading Grade 6
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READING PRACTICE TEST
Part 2: Reading Comprehension (cont.)

19. What title best gives the main idea
of this passage?
(A) The Lone Ranger Rides Again
Before Television Came Radio
(c) Radio Stars Hit It Big on TV
() The History of Radio

20. What is not true of the passage?
(F) It gives a brief history of radio.
() Ittells about the transition
from radio to television.
(H) It focuses on The Lone
Ranger show.
It shows how radio was far
more popular than television.

©

21. Which sentence below is an
opinion?

The Lone Ranger was the

best radio show ever.

The Lone Ranger wore a
white hat and black mask.

@ Tonto was the Lone Ranger’s

©

&

faithful companion.

The Lone Ranger took place
in the American West.

Total Reading Grade 6

22. Which statement is true?
(F) Tonto rode a white horse
named Silver.
(G) Radio was invented in 1926.
@ Several radio shows later
became popular TV shows.

(1) Radio stars could not make it
as television stars.

23. Why do you suppose that The Lone
Ranger was such a popular radio
show?

() Families had nothing better to
do with their free time.

It had the classic good guy
against bad guys theme.

(c) People liked the special
effects.

(D) People liked to watch the

Lone Ranger and Tonto catch

the bad guys.

Test Practice
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READING PRACTICE TEST
Part 2: Reading Comprehension (cont.)

Read this article about humankind’s quest for flight. Then. answer the questions on
the next page.

From Dreams to Reality

People have probably always dreamed of flight. As they watched birds fly. they wished
that they could soar into the blue sky. As they watched the night sky. they wished they
could explore the distant bright specks called stars. These dreams led inventors and
scientists to risk their lives to achieve flight.

Orville and Wilbur Wright's first flight at Kitty Hawk in 1903 was only the beginning.
Flight continued to improve and dreams soared further into space. The first manned space
flight occurred in 1961 when Russian cosmonaut Yuri A. Gagarin orbited Earth a single
time. In 1963. the first woman ccsmonaut. Valentina Tereshkova, orbited Earth 48 times.

The Russians led the race for many years. In 1965, another cosmonaut, Alesksei A.
Leonov. took the first space walk. In 1968, the Russians launched an unmanned spacecraft
that orbited the moon. The pictures that returned to Earth encouraged man to take the next
step to land on the moon.

The United States became the leader in the space race when Apolle 11 landed on the
moon in 1969. Neil Armstrong was the first man to step on the lunar surface. As he did so.
he said these famous words, “That's one small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind.”
Later in 1969, Charles Conrad. Jr.. and Alan L. Bean returned to the moon. in 1972, the
United States completed its last mission to the moon, Apolfo 17.

Today, people continue their quest for space. gathering data from the Mir Space
Station. which was launched in 1986. In addition, unmanned probes have flown deep into
space toward the planets. sending back pictures and scientific readings.

Test Practice 307 Total Reading Grade &




READING PRACTICE TEST

Part 2: Reading Comprehension (cont.)

24. What is this passage mainly about?
(F) famous cosmonauts
() a brief history of human flight
(H) the first flight
(J) the space race
B

25. What happened first?

(A) The Mir Space Station was

launched.

(B) Yuri Gagarin orbited Earth a
single time.
Neil Armstrong walked on the
maoon.
The first woman orbited Earth.

© ©

26. Why do you suppose the race to
achieve firsts in space travel was
so important?

(F) It prompted the United States
to excel.

() It encouraged cooperation
between the two countries.

@ It discouraged people from
being interested in space
travel.

(J) It developed fierce rivalry that
led to many mistakes.

27. Which of these is an opinion?

(a) The United States became the
leader in the space race with
the first landing on the moon.
All people have dreamed
about being able to fly.

Today unmanned space
probes explore space.

The Russians led the space
race for several years.

© @

©

Total Reading Grade 6

28. What is the purpose of this
passage?
(F) toinform
(G) to advertise
H) to entertain
to promote an idea

©E@

29. Which statement is false?

The first woman in space was
Valentina Tereshkova.

The first landing on the moon
was in 1969.

Russia achieved the first
manned space flight.

The last landing on the moon
in 1972 ended the space race.

© @ @ &
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8. The greatest honor was given to the winner of the stade. This was a run equal to
about 192 meters, The winning sprinter had that year’s Games named after

Q. Runners began from a standing start, feet together, gripping the
grooves in the stone slabs which served as the starting line.

10. Wrestlers their events if their opponent had three falls. A fall was
declared any time a wrestler’s back or shoulder tfouched the ground.

{1. The Olympic Games were one of four all-Greek sports competitions. These games
were open to Greek men. At the all-Athens games, one event
familiar fo us today was a torch race.

12. One chariot competitor, Emperor Nero, won his event even though he was

from his vehicle and failed to finish. Bribing the judges, Nero was
named the champion with the excuse that he would have won if he had finished!
After he died, the judges returned the bribe money.

o

€

Homophones and Homonyms i % ! Total Reading Grade 6




ANSWER KEY

READING: COMPREHENSION READING: COMPREHENSION READING PRACTICE TEST

Lesson 13: Fiction SAMPLE TEST Part 2: Reading Comprehension
* Pages 281-282 » Pages 290-293 * Pages 299-308
A. B El1. C E1. B
1. B 1., B 1. D
2. H 2. H 2l
3: B 3. A 3 B
4. H 4, J 4. J
5. B 5 B 5 A
6. F 6. F 6. J
E2. F T B
7. A 8. J
READING: COMPREHENSION 8. H 9. C
Lesson 14; Fiction 9. B 10. J
¢ Pages 283-284 10. F 11. A
A C 1. A 12. G
1. G 13 B
2. J 14. H
3. C READING PRACTICE TEST 15. A
4. G Part 1: Vocabutary 16. G
5, A * Pages 295-298 17, B
6. G E1. A i8. H
E2. G 19. B
I € 20. J
READING: COMPREHENSION 2. H 21. A
Lesson 15: Nonfiction 3. A 22. H
* Page 285 4. G 23. B
A, B 5 C 24. G
1. B 6. F 25. B
2. J 7. C 26. F
8. F 27. B
9. C 28. F
READING: COMPREHENSION 10. G 29. D
Lesson 16: Nonfiction 1. A
» Pages 286-287 12. G
A. D 13. C
1. A 14. G
2. 4 15. B
3. D 16. H
4. H 17. B
5. B 18. H
6. G 19. B
20. G
21, G
READING: COMPREHENSION 22. F
Lesson 17: Nonfiction 23. D
* Pages 288289 24. H
A. B 25. C
1. B 26. G
2. G 27. A
3. A 28. H
4. G 29. B
5. C 30. H
31. A
32. G
33. © ‘
34. J
35. B
!
||
|
Total Reading Grade 6 % Test Practice




Answer Key

Root and Base Words

More Root and Base Words

words With agua and ague

CERRR - Greek - (ohn oot G 2 g oM e
it s S e o 4o
e Mogre  moge Mg
Drecnens = 2 S TR < = 2 Agquo PN
) b = v Tew far
ity ey e ground = e
2 Pegn pesaner =+ et Oug i
foor p
Py ’ - 5 men - S, e T g S——
“ - auegreen YOUP Signature - . E——
v e Geopophy. ws B = Prmcaons ]
:E:r't.. : - “ agua marne
5 rvw e anctoghy P
=i = their own life st T prTe agua ';"ﬁ
& - bogaoher « someone elses life agua plane
moge  moy aque cuct
s dida - ;
A cedompres L+ measuring - s
- toor s o agualung
] W - . Ee)
= writing e ",’\\\ \;of‘f 5\ o aquarim
Q. Beogy \n‘e 3 %o ,.f—"";’ \'JE_ - i i
16 Geoogy Earth g P‘n’,, . AT g
g x e telegraph = e aguegucT
phonograph . squcp'lcne
Words With dict Prefix Crossword Understanding Prefixes
e — i g
“ujail
¥ < n Py
2 n ¢ : 3
5] el mi )
% 2 e el frjecfl jlALT 3
== = e ——— n il s, 4
o .O’-‘* o _S_ a £
-4 ¢ 1] 9 g
n u 3
r O £ .n_
2 A midaight
&y inhale
2 & e .
o £ bicycle
N D " o5
% misread
.0, tricycle
ST 0 — reseft rerzad
; - verdict 1 - s exhale
2w diction g = prefia bagnrng of £ word
1e- dictate e -m - ot i e & \
a o Predicl. s Across , oo %
e Lo :
3 3
Answer Key 31 Total Reading Grade 6




Prefix Puzzle 3 Prefix Meanings Werds With:eon
s 4 congested « -
u 3 : convince
s & ) consult woaee -
. 5 4 «contorted. . - -
s ~canyerged-
P et ¢ ~-conservation . -- |
2 increase ¥ ey e et s CONTLITION oo s
3 indirect
conscious s -
. . redirect g
s inflate -+ - 8 e o CONAUET
s decrease : 1 o s e CORClUde
! controversy-
i o i e s s CONJULES 5
B 3. contestant
2 . 3 ; LA
! ; b w confetti .« -
'
|
'
1
|
I
Missing Prefixes Suffixes Suffixes ful and ty
s : i RE - + ra afg word I p— Duechons LUE e RIS RiL WY S s e Ya e e e e
T @i . pt SR o L s TR —
Siex Trpy ( e amy I
P e . o 30
G ,.-.n_ Foo
<tele @ S e e
. B ‘ one who makes art e gaeful. .
v 2 full of ceurage + SUHTETY = rar i
@g ) | il 3 the stete of admitting . =3 i
- @ : @3 : ‘ the state of eppearing i o ——
. F 5 ane whe practices guitar b e e = 1
s full ef humer s hopeful =« :
{LE( ‘ *5}5 - the state of inheriting 8 s e harmful :
: ﬁ : : 0 full of mountains 7 e bravely e sere v | e
5 ‘ﬁ - full of persen g . gladly
- 3 one who practices < . seil
the violin 5
L 0 s e gasily i
|
i ]

14 15 16

Total Reading Grade 6 % g ; Answer Key |




Suffixes less and ness

R = Sercicn

Selecting Suffixes

Suffix Definitions

less e e thoughriy

less -

17 18 19

Analyzing Words and Their Parts Dividing Words into Syifables

vassers i s
rEe = dig-cov-or .
=2 2 Qidre 2 cz 2 L -
By 3 t =B 3 wcil-mzie
Z ex -2 12X Z =z "
- = crerme.for
monderts 1 Safil RS- 3 ex 2 G T
1 coilecTion = - s 3 zgn-ti-nent

Smecues o

i it Brit-gr
" marvaisus famareeii
mprevements nrzs-l-cent ; z
: cepanle =
Sig-cremio-ra-Tion sharcear
soec-tozeusles I

20 21 22

Answer Key Total Reading Grade 6




Tany’s Tuxedo

Tare: Syliable Wacds

n=_jp8 Y oxbac -0

i bu
ecih o Tl 0O G BT 8
e humaolaw booumemut m
& fla |l 3 mos.-qui-tao
Z € « .0 5 0-pra-nao
ster-e.-0
t ux.e.da
b ufs¥Facl o
o ) T L -
2. Al el E i
roe-de-.ao
o s R O OB R

Four- Sytacio Woid

pag e e es | §eo

This Is So Fine

Dimchons

The quee.rl "wore an elegunT gown encrusted
with Jaweis

2 bwod i o BB e A e i
T wash this blouse by hand because of its
dellca‘fe Iace coHar

P
'I'he sand inan huur‘glass must be very small
to mckle as |T does

W' it e R i i

We need c#ear weafher for sailing.

Dad used a whersfone ro pu? a sharp edge
on the knn‘e

L] s fners s bt
Sumenmes fher-e |s a sub‘rle ime between
innocence and gutht.

<. lotve. ey 3
P
ot depart < re'r;e C

23 24 25
Mussel With Muscle
Antanyms Antonyms .
AAlGr T 1t opposite.
[ far
3 difficult/nard
3 e last
T low
5 are sit/lay
b Warsr
i g AN
6 o right ey “ tem
= 85 . & ,

o GDENAY ) J ’ : _waist  _ muscle hanger
. south &y : & : wnsrg m:i‘sal . hﬂ;&g/@s‘i'

tiny o CD L Fﬁ\ F( ;,f
12 pre— disorganized :: Sl é @ ’{ ]: o/

pows principal . __pear
pause _principle. _ pair
26 27 28
. 7'-:\ !
Total Reading Grade 6 314 Answer Key




Wwhat Do You Know? i 3 3
L ° ¥ S A Crown of Wild Olive Leaves " =
2 - & % § i nim
S anaT fare A = = e ptern o s Pl S ¢ L
aloud lute .{r‘sae Hladh it - Toes
o patiance - past . e MR
clothes. wring i i
bered : wrate I : i e
cellar . through ‘ AILREESI Ly
counsel Tide E J ; all
1 ‘ 4
e wgex” 5 oo Answers wll vary.
allowe: wr = b e Q! ! 2 L z v g
aleud i i e e thrown
so0 . ANSWErS W Il very. -3 e
o z ite i s . ¥oe
E - Sk - Answers will vary
passed v sx Answers will vary. B
3 - Vi:;(;éa =] e e - Seen
5 st Answers will very.
- celler oo way ;
& Acrmes lute ~ Answers vwill vary. =
it 5 ok 4 ant
& Tl'dg'ad : B Arswers will VVICF‘VV' =
» 4 I S— I v T wore
7 : patients - e patience Arsware will very. :
: close I“ =s-w~  Clothes ; - weights
R k] n el TR s b, P N A
B councifcs-‘-'!ifs-e Answers will vary.
0 viegne bered - .
board —

29 30 31

Present a Present The Right Choice Picture This!
oo = rker e £ BPr e e e Sorgtane wora oz
=
2 b i < fisn
shellifish
s T
&F sy
three-story
=
L S
Wieosios T T cupboard herseshoe
3 counier sy nn o 1 S0 T . <
4 « i oo *t &R leg. |
2 duck S 2 ~fiverg || | feams 4
sex eite-flying lecn-to
compact” 3 te+ ¥ L= “ro
c:n{h;:' iae] ; teaspool year-round
conies T o
e = AN s,
;:1:702.;7 oreTest = e wrders L hears  QAZ7
e T preiest ZNLT e e
iy et uvnderfoot heartbraken

32 33 34

Answer Key

Total Reading Grade 6

R R R R R EERRRRRRRRRRRRERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRREIE=




Compound Puzzies
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1 Wiibing

A, Copialaats
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Super Sturdy Tent 9757800 1$200$200
[Toasty Warm Sleeping Bag 866394 4 $36 $144
Tough Travel Backpack 34TP283 4 $20 $80
PlastLight Water Battle 225X436 4 $8 332
First Aid Kit 57CN249 1 $22 %22
Waterpraof Camera 16DK98% 1 $25 $25
Flashlight 78PL234 4 $15 $60
Portable Stove 9570509 1 $40 $40

s $603
ooy $30
wa  $633

wors
tooger v Thank you for your orded

Recipe Puzzie

cake mix, 2 eggs, 1 cup of water, 1/2 cup of ail

Preheat oven to 3509F.

Grease sides and bottom af each pan

Put cake mix, eggs, ail, and water in a large bawl,

Stir ingredients tagether far abaut 30 secands

Beat cuke batter at medium speed far 2 minutes

Pour batter inta pans

Carefully put pans in aven

Bake far 35-38 minutes

Use a taathpick ta check if cake is cacked The

taathpick shauld came aut clean

10 Caol in pan for 10 minutes.

11 Remave cakes from pans. Cool compietely before
frasting
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All in a Day

0w S B e Lokl Tt s

Making a Mosaic Topic and Main Idea

2 THaSt e Wi 3 114
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wossnmesey ANSWers will vary.
- Wake up Eat breakfast
« . (o to school

IR TR BN
Ls e o9y 100 e S her 6 B

s0p First, cut construction
paper to fit the box top,

siep Then, glue construction
paper fo The box top.

o2 MNext, draw a simple
picture on the construction

paper.

o Then, cut small pleces
from mogazines into shapes.

Next, glue the pieces
spsonto the drawing and over
the entire box tap to make
the mosaic.

| . Eeat lunch

« Get out of school Go to tennis practice

- . Do homework
. Eat dinner

. Play catch with friend wps  Finally, paint the sides

of the shoebox and the top

.. Go to bed

47 48 49

What's the main idea? What's the Idea?

tenen ¥ e

Beth Is Sick

iy |

. A Peles vy e E -l
wk

sowavantzss One of the most popular forms
of entertainment today is playing computer
games.

v e

wea

vnsies amsien POSSIDIE answer: There are a
variety of listening options on the radie.

=
; b 7
‘ 1 L,
) i : i) DSt

aaeaanisss PoSSible answer: There are many
kinds of hobbies.

50 51 52

Total Reading Grade 6 - 318 Answer Key




Support for the Main ldea

.

e raina man s o e coayeee - SPiders and
insects have some similarities.

2

T N

come ina variety of sizes. sop
J o {1 S

'

a
)

Possible answers: Spiders and insects are
small creatures, Spiders and insects come
in a rainbow cf colors. Spiders and insects

= Not all spider

i ki (O A -y T
6 not ucEon e man oS
DirecHeny

Some Do—Some Don't

shapes and sizes.

and thin bodies.

Snakes ceme inall

A st griop s

i NS e g P T Pessible answers:
Some snakes, such as tree snakes, have long

norsssca e THiS helps

them blend inte their environment. This

shape helps them move through the water,

Tox hor These sty ooout

erahas

1. All mammals have fur or hair.

Picture the Details

N L e ’ . ; o peshrg et

webs look alike. 2. These body coverings help keep mammals ikt el
B s et e e v warm. The fur of mammals keeps body L At 4 bt o
A ladder web 1s long and narrow. An orb web warmth in and cold out - i i
resembles a wheel. 3. Because mammals are warm-blooded. T T y
their bodt‘femperu‘rure stays about the —
same all the time, no matter what the ——
temperature around them is. —_—
It’s All in the Detail Ta Be More Precise
S T S R Wt D e o S Lo ey T
conguer conference cou 10 geows k2 13 =
concentrate confract g
contribute conceal — " ———
continual conservation P T
contain g ﬁa\/vgt‘u
1
v avesn  conceal a0 i v\ AT
I mmm— 2 = conservation - P TRE SO
e T = 3 o CORCENITOYE. sunc o s
4 s~ COMTINUAL . ten senic o manran o NS Bl
g’r“\ff\‘ 3 we CONTTIBUTR. monen oo encvis voem vocr s ome
e [ 8 -2 conference . o o i ol W e
ﬁw";ﬁ;/ 7 sconar,  CONGUET i
) & 3y AL L et g centain oot 1 ly
s sormara CONERACT e prees &

56

Answer Key

57

58

Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Present a Present

Homographs are spelled alike but are different in meaning or

compact pronunciation.

conduct

conflict Directions: Fill in the blank with the correct homograph. Place an
Eoptient accent mark on the appropriate syilable of each homograph,
contest I. They had to the for committing
convict another terrible crime.

:nmsil?d 2. Ayoung will often against
object pdarents or teachers,

permit 3. lam with the of my research
present paper.

RSt 4. The nasty used to hinh made him
rebel

record feel bad.

refund [ will myself to this

refuse 6. Someday, my parents will me to get my
subject driver’s
suspect _

7. The singer hopes to a hit

8. My mom will if [ throw this

. We are expected o

ourselves with self-control

and overall good

10. T wil her with a lovely
1.1 to touch that stinky
12. 1 he is the guilty

Directions: Write the six homographs that were not used in the correct category. For
each homograph, place an accent mark on the appropriate syllable.

Verbs: Nouns:

Total Reading Grade 6 32

Homophones and Homonyms




Feading

A Dnrecsusm
B, Sequenaing
L Mor 4o

1. Wihing

A Capfaksancs

Answers will vary

3 T

\ reasl
bl

[ 1By o g8

Answers will vary

s i e

P (PSR RS RS T A

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers wul vary.

very important
| on time
puz_‘z”};.._,;c“:e;r;\!a[icuted
. speed

to sing or whistle

N

u Ty gy

R T

Answers will vary a person with little
experience

_ extra

P

Answers will vary,

Answers will vary.

1o sclold

the use of lies to
toke advantage

2L

Answers will vary.
Answers will vary, terrible pain

Answers will vary

¥ R T R

Answers wil \}m,

§ e g

Answers wi‘ll vary.

Answers wi II v_ar‘y'

Answers wi I _vdry

B, Frodsndng o

Context Clues More Context Clues Using Context Clues
A contec chia ¢ el freorm fh serilonce b 2l Fatie ot jurse Ll e 4 amites A MR PR S T k) S Oirenons Beemy!. L=t onrinrke Supal e dain O DR W
o e Answers will vary.  to keep. away from Answers will vary. 0 9o beyand
Vo s : Wil 51000 g . ‘

To Thf‘awouf or away
the condition of being
in donger
énsilyl broken, delicate

 very painful
difficult or impessible

to read

e
Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Vtc? stxgk

ta make smaller

e i 1 N g e R T 3R e —
Answers will vary.  make grester in size
SR or gmount
BT G (it (e it 0 e gty e S it
Answers will vary.  not willing to change

59

60

61

Dwestions o

!
2 Vos b

Answers will vary.
bt g

Answers will vary
o g

Answers will vary.
Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Using more Context
Answers will vary

Answers will vary

Clues

b e
not interesting because
of repetition

to not allow by law

‘ warm and friendly

Answars:.wllll vary §he“;:.ondglh?n"o\lfrl?eing tired

. huge
to shine or sparkle
marked by hurry

a very poor person

Understanding Context Clues

Duschom » i

Reviewing Context Clues

62

Total Reading Grade 6

63

64

Answer Key



A, Dechans

B Siaura
B Sequeacing
€ Mo [dua

T Woedng

Just thz Fects, Please

Dracnons oo Rar § o e mates Orpchons Tt amn satiment i3 vd g Q1 A i S
? SRR At (har g ¢ i
¢ o
10D ks it i i of |

Is That a Fact"

Pe.cp!e. will have dif ferent opinions about
which view of the wall is mos‘r lmpresswz

2 o ;‘ s BOUS S IR A DA T Lot ot e peenTast G onarre

O‘rher 'rhmgs constructed dumng that time period
might be considered to be greater engmeemn?g
H

3

B e

The length of 'rhe Great ‘Wall can be
measured.

-noo;n mo MM ;n-nob‘“n:' o

Readlng Skulls Fact or Opm:on’

a vk T \
u F itven motwsome o i
X s ko) o Pie 9 The s Mues o o e et w 1
! 1 The secnans cmd spurs can be measur‘ed then it
g ossible answers: There are some really compared to the actual length of the Nile River o Lo J
goofy laws still on the books; People back then had 8 O ot ks s o S S T 1 i y .
some strange ideas about right and wreong. e ik : =
This is a matter fer the people of China £
Fuiry opren Possible answers: Why they were passed to demde 1 A it *
in the first place is beyond me; Now, here's another 8 Qlevonon i —F e 1 o :
one you'll enjoy: I'm sure you'll agree that most T;\egftl:x S‘i?y Lod ;gmz ﬁ?.;",, f;g:v;::qfavs Z
HETA( : i abo al i
kids like lollipops. Now here is the best one. ‘treasures like the Imperial Palace.
65 66 67
You Eelhe.lud e e
gi Chilies 2\ Lecnardo da Yinci
a’q:w‘u bl i ,"-:-“' ‘ \_‘_3 S L‘;;._“‘ T , R T T WA E
R 38 RO® A S e irib Y O i :
o i P,
oo Patatoes and tomatoes taste hetter than s B ‘
chilies though_ e e o -
i o
- European dishes taste better now than G ] «
they did before chilies were used in them. 5 O rocar
S o o s Wiy 1 O et o
« Although it is really a Mexican recipe, i 0 "
E!eqz intelligent American loves chili con carne. s
answar  Hi- 7 She nicst Cans L v aved ataan i ikl it i % “h‘m:m': “\ b uu‘ e IM ' 8 F o o
. w Q. .
T — What a silly belief! e
[ opion:  crmmwar: Yex te antig win st s Yo noincsns i
[J e @ mmm-v:«a Ran @ ve o
opinion e O OO O Gk

Answer Key

69

"

Total Reading Grade 6




A Direerons

B Sequencing
C Mo ldeo
M. Whdng

What Do You Think?

DiEgetians F<al et e

RES B [ ER SRS ST

Wl B s nfens s e

e

2T WS 0 Hes o

CA i:redaror' was nearby.

Reading Skilis: Cause and Effect

" COUER 1 I 1G0T TR T HaRpsan, )L BNSE] s W NG 1t T e
T < g

Dlscnans Fax

Y
B — ===
5 Pins i A1 Bt by
L — —
& Réatiin 2 it Moot g St g e s

Television

o ik Wi
1. Color signals of red, blue, and green are
added to the video signals
The camera changes the light waves into
electronic signals. video is produced.
The first television system was made

. Phile Farnswerth experiments with an
idea to send pictures and sound through
the air

. Televigion i3 invented.

Television has become one of the world's

most impertant forms of communication,

allowing people instant access 1o current
events.

7. Electrenic signals from the scene being
televised are passed through the air.

8 The stage is set for the invention of
television,

9 Electric signals are unscrambled and
changed into the original light and sound
waves

10, Televisions have wider screens and
clearer pictures

B N

o~ n

75

Put Them Together

et togedtion. Shnbs Shit covninet

Iy ST G o
dentannit

ey e foagaitta
bt B ik |

T Hecoraspal  BaueRtiome |
Hesrenot o dort ] ouprteoied | pofice skrton, |

R e L
et}
it Pomws
Ho gota aneicenl’
el O :
wwiem poity
oo e I apty
Gappomied. e ik

g N3 % e

Possible answers: He got a terrible sunburn because
he forgot to use sunblock, He got stuck in a traffic
Jamand his car engine overheated: There was an
accident on the freeway so she calied emergency
road service; He went to the police station because
his wallet was stolen She stayed up too late last
night so she was overtired, He didn't water the
plants for two weeks so the leaves ond flowers
withered: He forgot to start the dishwasher last
mi;h* so there were no dishes, bow!s, glosses, or
silverware for breakfast; Her pictures didn't turn
out because she left the iens cap on her camera

Shitoh

A TR 4 () 7 OO EDT el Fre et TR e cny

Exampla e 0 of ks we

Tty i 1848 SEr e VIR ORIt mde it e 1o o

Directiony [
o, 0 ~an

3 I asbopeon oy

Y FoRpy Wi ) m30eat 5 ke 1OV N0 0 DIT6n w ol to ge off

0 N T I T IR 0 Gl w81kt By

Diecham €9 ey gt 1o, iy
1 St e 0f Lrnes Lok s —\

2 O M

It’s Like .

Dot tesm |

76

Total Reading Grade 6

77

78

Answer Key



Asimile
Wor o

Exomple Tt

Direchons: |
aone

A"

Which Is Which?

Ciracbons, | e i 1 antol o i o MBLOPROT

metaphor e «o

T

.,

semile TS PRI AT 15 50 (G P 0 e W e

simile ™
metaphor
stmile v
metaphor v imene s
simile K i
simile Sty
metaphor :

P B om0 E oW

10 metaphor 1o
H mgmphcr w
1z simile

1 metaphor »

w metaphor 1o e e

15 simile Do 11 s nrse an® kool § 16t you me3 o

Calling All Idioms

79

81

Extra! Extral

‘e pemuade mfom o snteran

: inform

Evary

5 per’suade

Mo Day at the Beach ..

mgment Thin wre

Tricy swee

What Will Happen? ?

s e v B T Possible answers,

Everything near the opered windows is wet, the

rfniawspoper-s and letters have been blown on the
oor

[LEF

e Pasiible answers.
2 Mary Beth will do her homework promptly and
not waste time on the computer if she wants fo
meet her friends; she will start deing her
homework as soon as she gets home from

school

31 th

x5 o Possible answers

1 The Johnsons will be upset to find their mailbox
stuffed with letters and bills and newspapers piled
up in their Kar‘d.‘ the Johnsons will never hire Dennis
to do anything for them again

82

Answer Key

83

84

Total Reading Grade 6




What Happens Next{?

Athlete Mix-Up

BArechons Vet uesclr e npte s ol

Vv 13 s ) ikl hes” T aah

The Missing Painting

OURCRIN Lectrs e 1w by [t ets wi5ied it wre

S PTG o e i s “ai

s Y e

| [ = L He knows thot she is lying because she 3
Oh, lcok at thar | ¥ I'm going to cateh e s0id she saw Fred at the Post Office the »
beautiful buttertiy! E youl & doy after the rabbery, which must hove
T v beeno Sundoy, but the Post Office isn'y ©
o o open on Sundays. Alse, she soid that the
i 24 Sl % gardener had to take her doughter to 1
i gymnast «  school thot doy, but there is definitely .
o 1y gne »  no school on a Soturdoy in July. 2
bt
[ 5 '” ;ﬂr.:ﬂlfsr i " 2, Answers will vary, but may include: Miss
! y i i+ Roppoport probably mode up the whole =
3 - = } > i story obout the painting being stolen. -
IJ’ Qi you're tyng lo C =  There's no evidence ond she’s trying to
k@:ﬂ away from me! § *  blame it on everyone else.
g [ |
,/‘ﬂ\\\’ e sronge Pt Sey? Te ontectve citad
e | ) o T NS S B
. /;D\bﬁf’
P
i \t;fbj,/ DT oy TR DR 1 1 (i | VT ST ik v, T e 30
| B0 nortu et T ot wi TG S e % e g,
85 86 87
| Conclude . . Summarizing At the Movies
‘Ljr‘o?llens Wi - " ¥ N\.'“‘f .M.-:l:«"'\ ki o sl . (moin g sl

~

e W M

will vary
ri e

Answers wil| vary.

Answers will vary.

o

Answers will vary.

Total Reading Grade 6

89

90

Answer Key




Meon Lights

iy . g

Summarizing a Personal Marrative
Dirmehon faoc " toanng toathe Inen AT e e

My Glentas Fear

Facts to Back It Up
NATTI A T i e Dhyechive

HNew Mowvia Theater Planned

P T T
not objective, because many of the statements
in it are based on the author's opinion

91

92

To Get the Yote

wagn Trery o

-+ to inform

: Possible answer. Women in the United States
fought for the right to vote for a long time before
they were granted 11 in 1920

2 Answers will vary, but may include: Women could
not own property, educaote themselves, or get most
Jobs. Activists probably thought that if women
could vote, they would change laws to give women
other rights

Keep Behavin’

.«’._.;;,_,___.,._——v-_-""—’",,— na "
| answers will YOy - —

what's the Difference?

Duschony 1958 P.nswers may include: |-

'T . e ok d.;.o alligaters have reund snout,
ougn RIge ¢crocodiles have pointed

short legs crocadiles are lighter

leng, powerful tail crocodiles are faster

Answers will vary. toad frag

94

Answer Key

95

96

Total Reading Grade 6




Fuding

/- Dhrectnny

"
1
[
!
Cats and Dogs Pizza and Pie Stranger Than Fiction  maseg P
Dire<iont M P e A Vann diogram | |
Siciast e kg1 e i
- = Directions + |
SPikE FAITE e
Tricks rotes tistriiongy otecommand | rchen 915 oSt begs e S A TU S
T e L e A 125
o b o ot s o privd B3 A
Oushuchveaens [hiun faitue s vope chews e wEpens and H.
ety it e d iy e TR s
b W i W B e R it e g T W e M e A
Gt - s N e e
Grosming e 10 b Busion 1 1 L4y O] DSSIIble i Possible
.answers: hat,”  Possible answers: o e
R
Braaty ot b Dvaach f yea §ig fsh, winie | B4 RDOLRT 10 100X o et fresh from answers: a dessert, B b
i con'r the oven, bath are sweet, has T ——— T B S 1 P 51 i £ St
Fipadiinass il et e et L has onians, raund, bath  blueberries 000 N B G
24 ki & Tury Y DO sy TG O £ PR PG
pepperan, were cooked | and peaches,
Vet vt i nof cove s Py h>ha anea YR mushreoms, in an aven, has a slice B 18T E IO e 2 0 ) 9 3 TR TG
and blGCk bOTh IOOk S eut fr‘urn y + a4 31 e e e tidky.
1 Bath animals are destructive, like ta be alves, na deliciaus " & Ve cockerintn, N e ek |
brushed, and heve breath that is of ten bad. slices cut S R '
2. Fritz does tricks, while Spike does not. Fritz
is rot a finicky eater like Spike; Fritz 15 friendly It AT ok e |
all the time, unhke Spike; Fritz daes nat like s By Saboniat I
going Ta the vet, whereas Spike doesn’t mind, R R e R SR
3 Answers will vory e i o e oA N sahs i
oy i
!
i

97 98 99

¥
" " - _ i
Make It Real 1t's Impaossible! Choices, Choices
= ] e ; Aty bR e T “ s .
I "f'k' «: A2 B ey e Do
They ﬁnd’ a scrapbook with phctes of a il who looks
like she ceuld be Brocke's twin.
They discover a tunne! that leads to a dfferent worid
each time they follow it.
2 e R W
i 11T WYy A
d Getreall
o 4
" 3
i s n-.- }D i
€ AP * P i u

100 101 102

Total Reading Grade 6 ! | Answer Key



The Author’s Purpose

¢S " entnom: 1
% A

“* [Answers may mclude—j

Aulnor's Puipose Infncm. = =
The passoge contoins only fm:!‘s about George
Washmg‘fon

T e

Boason

Aumors Purposs Eersuude and inferm

The passage gives the outhor's op<men as well
os some facts,

Roason

Autnors Pupose Persuade .

soaen MosT of the infarmotion in this pcssoge is apinian
The outhor Tries to persuade the reader fo agree
with his point of view

Llamas

iz [ﬁnswers may include- |
Authar's Puipese mfm:m_ —
sacsen All mfnrmuhon I fuctual

nuos umase persunde/inform =

s The paragraph contairs some npmum and
_some fact,  sowen :

Autor's Pupare mform

zaason A!men.r:ma‘fmn.n,s..facmal.

3 Az i o (Pnn B b

w17 " -‘\l" ar ".=:l'-'- - g s e L.
Aumor s Puipase amermrn s o

secson LHiS tnformation is preseme.d to mrer‘est
’rhe reader. I? tells a story.

N s T St she | G gaapaes T it e Gt e

Roller Coasters

Swechons s w4t it

tAnswers may include: [ ‘
Autnor y Pupons % i

mﬁn.l:mlen.r .. ..
season This is mostly fact but the author
adds descriptive words

Autnar s Puigoss DT OCM
weasn These are facts about the first roller
cnusters, s

Author's Pumose mfornL o
seacn These are facts about early roller
coasfers . oy

aunors e eNtertain/inform/persuade

wan There are facts here but the author s trying
ta persuade the reader to joinan his entertainment
about roller coasters

103

104

105

Brochans 130wt o

1 Wme Qparnyort obud & oot fatial e e 3 sl g v 8

A Reason for Everything!

y g s

to express his thnks fora glff to express the
pleasure he got from it

fo lnfor‘m h|5 frlend abuu? Monrerey und whot he
has dnne there

&

ta persucde people to join a beach cleon-up porty

Paws With a Cause

Oirectians.

rescues dogs/ "t ey Tt
from omimol) ) educates the
shelters |_public on the

i o 5 f “need for these

. sdegs

hearing physicolly multiple
impoired chollenged handi¢capped

basic obedignce
“sit” coﬁe
“down”
sound-alert traming
respond 1o six sounds
training geared tc needs
home placement franing
bondmg with owner
getrting familiar with routines

Answers will vary

Answer Key

107

109

Total Reading Grade 6




4 Procfieadag

Comprehensmn. Fun With Photography Comprehension: Photography Terms Comprehension: Photographing Animals

iy e

ensiorak phetogIapher male

Rrinryzh 26 73 tovey

Vi A" 8 l
i el e P

iy Bl fes et e b b AT O et

e e
. M-;'.;v_l 10 PROTLGIanm Lty IPe'e ok AUA RIS e LALLM

i a3 s ks Th

I & Pt

TG R 1) e 0 B T o P e
g Ik 1

gl

ALe et

e s
kgt (s ttes

Ry O e Sl e £y
Prgue Decerdog
G peAUERT 3 P

2Ltk e ey
0 ey (o7 A e Y 1

At phitug

Arcnaphing ._S.EQQ IQ =

3Bt g A MOy e

b e N The centes " st a1 arm st et 1K 6 s i
3 what e collect the light mysnnd
drnw_thgmiagathgnrp_thg_center of the lens ST
' _when there 1sn't enough light ool by ot e -
i A
- Tt helps control the amount of . S il e ke ?fwwq 3
hghljhnLeﬂle.cs_ﬂ}giL e HARRR b IR e
(REST wnash 4

110 111 112

Main Idea/Recalling Details: Kites Comprehension: Aerodynamics Comprehension: Getting Your Kite to Fly
L - g //

i firengs 9 00 1t
QOGS o lareuss o Irme

oF 1 7 Unrderme 1 greater 1har e s
i k1 g hedt = e i An rupeona s Pa'a
st ke moving
Lot 85 wingE Chtlore
e 43850
v AN St Thrry weift Sl thas
: sards, bites o i e 1 M oo b el

G SHARG wne Yl T
les 2 ysa St pou Raf et 12

T e 13 f0ur

Akl U o fwe W

Diroclians, Aoks & 118 Sue-téas abeut

FNA A

wenva The study of forces that are put

v they

T e N = e v ¢ e s Sl 2 0 e
fnr weaihgr and ether scientific research )
The military used them for observation and ta B : -
, send messages i NaE__ Chiaeg -~ drag . e
u 1 e e sevide i wiron= A Kifewas

Ftmcar it i

rziecszﬂ mtcuha mrJannJ:]mmmms given for
the area where it came down -

113 114 115

Total Reading Grade 6 Answer Key




Comprehension: Colonists Come to America

= 4 C e iy r IR e

et TS

2 Noaies i it ss 01 SxtiTes P Ao nuan s for S e renedcn

_ Pilgrims Puritans — Quokers
8 Wi s e Loeston Corrpany oy 10 05K the king of
Englend if they could found a caleny in America
T . the first permanent English
settlement in America ..
§ i was e wovsge te Ameica osagers - MANY Ships wrecked.
They were crowded and dir engers
became ll

Ditactions. Angwe: 22 auesh

1. How ong ditd i foke cotona!s |

Recalling Details: Early Coloniai Homes

A%, Arsswir Mobe! GRoustions

“ '.b:lrka,nd mud hurs llo'q. ,;:;thS_ dugouts
: “ﬂgyclnd;lrcz;rchimzus ,aasiiy',us thatched roefs
“brickand stone

i L;;;;;;;;J;‘:\:’:-trﬂr;glumns,arnm‘z dears,and elaborate
gardens

wit Ay g

Details: The Colonial Kitchen

i

Recalling

- e iexian ey

Tra o

mawerar_fireplace

There were no matches, and fires were hard

3 oty
hunting

i

protfection

u il Py

r-;szn in the Vf.rjlrmly

116

117

118

#Main idea: The Gettysburg Address

s

100 ot Rove s

v EvOneon
ho 1 raon sk roma —
act

onured duad we
kst il e

U v

: o O T o Wy o A great
battle was fought and many lives were lost

Comprehension:
The Emancipation Proclamation

(RS 6 00t e 1 100 of e Emenciponan Praciomaraa )

ramshong okt e Eimar o Fi

About 200,000 Black men enlisted in the Union
2 ot LOma fr3r e Emancienamnn Mrciamiaion o e Garmab At

The Emarncipation Proclamatio

amenderert 1o the Cong!

d i 1

rehension: Lincoln and the South

Comp

Toattack, to confront

toimpose aruleorlow

G K A e A o ORI meditatien,
considering before making a decision.

2 Wt e L et amibion LY s

Dieohons - wes (hess et QO 40>
1t . b o

& ' . . r .
[Duanwarr e e b 0w ] it stow o wa
2 S | e o "plessn (N0l i

119

Answer Key

Total Reading Grade 6




The Right Choice

Directions: Unscramble the scrambled word in each sentence. Write it on °°’wa A
the line. Then, underline the correct meaning of the word.

I. The (anem) number between 2 and 8 is 5.
intend average unkind
2. We heard the distant (yab) of a wolf last night.
body of water nowl reddish-brown
3. Help (alib) ~warter from our boat before it sinks!
throw water out with a confainer pail handle money for release
4. The race car driver has only one more (apl) to complete.
distance around a track drink up body part formed when you sit
5. The man reqds the (emftre) every month to see how much

electricity we use.
device that measures flow rhythm of a poem unit of length
6. Our pillows are filled with (nowd)

grassy land soft feathers from higher to lower ground

7. The knight drew his (olif) and charged at his enemy.
keep from carrying out a plan metal sheet long narrow sword

8. We ate at the (unfterco) because all the booths were
occupled.
long table in a restaurant one who counts opposite

Q. You'd betier (cudk) , or you'll bump your head on that
branch.
bird lower suddenly type of cloth

10. The (citk) is known to cause certain diseases in animals
and people.
pillow covering sound of a clock a small insect

1. We have to learn the steps of the (elre) for the school show
sway affer being hir spool for winding dance

2. We left our waitress a twenty-percent (ipt)

slant ena point money for services

Multipie-Meaning Words Total Reading Grade 6
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Comprehension: Away Down South in Dixie

Comprehension: Qur Mational Anthem

Comprehension: “America the Beautiful”

B e e e P PPN
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_gracious o_ttermg_
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<§ P Mervauld can Shia 115, lo £l bt AL SE. 5”“""””“”""— e
the rockets and bombs.
122 123 124

Comprehension: Civil War Marching Song

Recalling Details: The Island Continent, Australia

Comprehension: The Aborigines

] L Driachoms =True - Foue

e e Julm).ﬁmrdj:towe, ' &=
3 var e soaien s rert _Givi Wae Indian Ocean Pacific Ocean Arafura Sea ) e
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: i o
& Wi v wssans s (God _ Wombat  _ Fmuw  _ Dingo ) .
ot i i - 3 whiaen “ e s

analtar . Gr:eai Scmdy thsan Great Victoria
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Main Idea/Comprehension: The Boomerang Comprehension: The Kangarao \ Comprehension: The Koala

i s B animals whose babies are born underdeveloped e W
) and are carried i a pouch on the mother until = T sl —
=¥ i : whev con core for themselves Ban) A '
* O P ok T e S S D 2 ore Musky ret kangaree ‘z
. e b e e 3 o Ly =2’ _joey T3 e
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128 129 130
Comprehension: The Wombat Comprehension: The Duckbill Platypus Mmain ldea: Small Dinosaurs
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buI hemgmw ng frcmihzﬂﬁldﬁnsjhz¥¢ﬁ 5w e meman s v we = Many rgptiles and bicds
worn dawn from the outaide

131 132 133
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Comprehension: Dinosaur History Lomprzhension: Tyrannosaurus Rex
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Comprehension: Dinosaur Fossils
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Comprehension: Hurricanes

t least 74 milec gn hour

--- winds blowing

&

It moves over land or
wherz i3s supply ef heat cnd moisture

=< lines of clouds that spiral toward the center
worm Seas anc moist winds of the trozics

A cald
acais

oreq of Yhe ocean
S cyt of 7
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Comprehension: Thundersterms

-

when g worm moist elr mess meets c cold oir mod
o rapidly heated air that expands as

Houns

co on concret
commen, CORCreta

comron concrate

common gostract
common, concrefe

commen concrete

collective

Abedra~t
cemmon, aDSTroly

common, abstrocy

el 4

common, concrete

commen, concrete collestive

commen. conlrete

oroper, concrete

3
eporier i
= 3

Y
e

reporTers
repariers
reporter
P :-gpm:tg.-s'
»e___Children

childrens

. mlcﬂ

3 s e mices
mouse

- ___Imouse's

s Chuld
5

Michael
Stephie
she
bicysle
hands
handlebars
he

bike

Conciete Nouns

face
pedals
balance
him
herself
block
dad

they

Abstract Nouns
fear
balance
ability
anger
speed
pride
accomplishment

i
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Possessive Pronouns

cois My mine you vouls Als bed hars Mele thairs

interrogative Pronouns

A0 I GrOgtive Pranoun T 21 Yastt o B i Wit B T e Whe
what ol which
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Reflexive Pronouns
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3 e ‘herself
P ourselves
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myself
i yourself

146

147

148

Pursuing Pronouns
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interrogative
; personal
wiomes relative
interragative
relative

coweny  personal
personal

wonwenan interrogative

3 Metaw whe
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NG TG 1210y 126

How Possessive!
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1 My favorite kind of sandwich is grilled cheese:
what's yours®

2. I left my lunch at home, but Sara promised that
I could have some of hers.

3 1\15 sister is in the fifth grade, but yours is
glder.

4 I of fered Tommy some of mine, but he said he
wanted to eat his first.
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Pronoun Play-Off
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Your Sentpnces
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Spelling: Plurals =

- heras or -\-\

Generating Gerunds

Garands v et T S g v

To Infinitives and Beyond!
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More Irregularities
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Putting It All Together
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5 Swum
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1 chasen
w hidden
s Swore
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Proper Nouns and Adjectives

Comparing With Adjectives

What Did You Say’

oo - i .-w:—-;\.u

Everyone

camors e T
e cz—.‘ er and longer T":'q you can
e #Ay clder
Bgcront — brother swims the fastest of all the kids ¢t camo
superlative
2 T
SUperlative
' - COmparative ¢
comparative the ether g “*’E"
5 s superlative sgs farther in 15 minutes than yeur mother dogs.
: P i — - e My ss'e-‘ writes
superiative neatty than Jenny does
where and When More About Adverbs Confusing Adjectives and Adverbs
- e Mo sewoe o necy - : A 5 .
atmays i 1000y oy s
. e wmors o
= E’ - e LAy E Exarnpes * ':J:‘lw" i
M A v sany =
DAILY M OUTSIDE barecrons - faamoies est
N £ E R ; ‘ ) time
VEEST e | y 2wl s manner e
W H I Y Now Ay e s v
HERE A N 3 D, degree e
g iE R T E ABRGVE g
EI'O E sl E : AR 1: y E adverhb &= .- .__adjective
£ R = adlective £ i 3 adverb
2 NEARBY 5 adjactive T adverb
P v ; advero . & — adjective
ST - p peva wmerve s 2 - = _adverb
N s 5000 300y sumner s a0y saonest ot oy s S _ adiective
’ . s = - == adjective
s é b e S 5 = dverb
10 M | ¥ & 'ran faster in the race. i —_— = g“,’fe*_" ——
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= 3 2 e agjective
s on 2 it () - adverb
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Simple Predicates A lemonade Lesson

A Merent

wmple wubieet T SO (HO@agT T i

A

R i R e

Exompia
Eramgia A mom B

Briacwng i |
. c» ) M prea oy e g irire m W st iy Tty Yo VVE_ Were
s hot and really thirsty after working in the garden. )
e 2. My sisters and I wanted some lemonade.

M S 3.1 grabbed @ bunch of lemons and carefully cut

T . them in half.

P

. Annie looked all over for the pitcher and finally
found it.

5. Donna squeezed all the lemons by hand and poured
the juice inte a pitcher.

. Anmie added an equal amount of ice warer and I
stirred with the long wooden spoon.

Donna said, "You can get three glesses and pour
the lemonade now *

|
Annie and Donna said, "Hurry up! We're thirsty " !
Annie, Danna, and I took big qulps and swallowed.

o

]

O o
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Missing Objects Be Brief State It
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Picture This!

A compound word is formed by two or more words.
Some compound words are written as one word. Examples: blueberry

motorcycle

Other compound words are joined by a hyphen. Examples: twenty-one editor-in-chief

Directions: Write the compound word for each of the following cartoons.

¢
under + &b

G0
%

Total Reading Grade 6

Compound Words J




T Mo, l-lm‘

I Whairg
&~ 4

5peechless‘

Duwectont v e begmaing b

Riddle Time

MR ARG DS s B o e The ¢ dna s+t
et "1 how mamy what ind ) WHEh one

AR G
SEROCI, A S ey
what gateni

Bebih 2y G 4 e

haw whan whew anite

TAstoH
whenauet
s

Poss-ble onswers, o (Ethessgddy

ad;echvg. adverb The spore tire wos flot
2 s whnla youre fixing ohe for e -adverb; breath
y-:-urself adverb; woke up

oo becouse I hove to sing o sol 438 i
"3 g adverb She wa.m'ed o work overtime.
§ Wy » adjective; buyelogy

a }ectu{e. agum‘fﬁ wdﬁ o Sore throat.
s oo w0 When you get home from scheol. A s naLR 0 anstyanst

e

4 oo @8 Soon as I can.

A PR W B e o Rt ‘!u\l"h T AU ET e ONERESY
adjective. :Ldje.c?iva; Both we.xg the same.
& Wiy onittan T )
7w sentone won because I didn't get home on nd]echve To ploy the double eqders
. adverb, bunrny
adverb, a fence

o T e

& ‘nrenen e before you do anything else

8 o ctgeie S0 that no one will notice. iy

adverb, Tt wasn't rcurung

v singce IT's not my turn,

qdverb You can on ly com &Twn with a cold, not up.

st mhons e Insice nemr or-d urder
THOUGN it Pl ol e fior §% A

One Long Sentence
Sunng Yl e RACe YU T
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berween o over

up wiow  GCPOSS v until
wsa _past won  gbove e+ next 1o
o olong  we down - toward
s beyond - since around
~» Inta anen Under before
st behind e neor upen

wiewe bDeneath o from  .w.- through

«  onto s beside
e Wit
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pﬂmmmlorm‘v 300 A Cr it £ PIPOIIBO NG PIOIE < 3 1% € 0 arvce Heat bl w3 pre el e et w
e A IR A I oy anEr T e B ) w <o

1 outside omg..ou [ORR
T e poyl i iy
Fadear v m=3 b kgt ¢

g e me o him bt o uy Eaomes Puieorii &

Di@ANng: A iy reis) b
<l

L Deterctions Lndening M fepontom s inise - each st e
B ® oy BT 1 At

. W T phgs it aie T UG Efems (a9 'Ro s wisy rides e 50

\.I'ﬂr‘Y> i Ftailad

DRPCRING. 181 kit et Ao A e B phines s ek o0 QOENVE o Y GavETD
adjective.

SOREIP TN o [« |1~ o8 {1 48

i ' ' A i s it B, iV r’“—;..
i i e _Odgective "“ '1)
g - maneipes  adverb ——

Preposition, Adverb, or Vert?

WL Gnlust et vt N e o Al SR R0 AT e

Facrnples AL

2
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A iy T

v s AT RS preposdron @

A vy T 1 e gt . 4

Fou _w:x:b_pun'r_
preposition
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— gdvérh
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Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences

4 DR et vk AT

Divwec Pona | b

Windy Weather

Famamper Fe
Pauicin &
Comimas
Cussfion mars
ERCKanaos DOints «

DirecBons R

Did Hot! Did Too!
U CaotIHon marks 1 1 SN S 21 T iy

Ese

188

Fix the Ad

e e i

Is nime running out for you? Do you have some time
on your hands? Whatever yeur prablem, Cannie’s
Clock Store can help! Stop by our stare en Man
Street to see our huge selectionl Just remember
To hurry, because “Time waits for no ane!”

Got a strang longing for chocolote? A burning
yearning for candy hearts? At David's Candy Depot,
you'll find chocolates in all shapes and sizes, caramels
and neugets te sahisfy your sweet tooth, and
delicious jellybeans in 100 gourmet flavors. Seo stop
by our store in the Greenleaf Mall. Tell the clerk,
"David sent me," and you'll get a free sample of our
famous chacolate cherriesi

One Noisy Storm

1.Pessible answers include. Scooby had clways been
a silly cat, However, he was acting strangely that
marning./Scooby had always been a silly cat But
that morning he was acting strangely

2 Passible answers include: He was jumping and
nawling more than usual and even pounced on our
ather cat, Fluffernutter, while she was sleeping!/
He was jumping and howling more than usual, and
he even pounced an eur other cat, Fluffernutter,
while she was sleeping!

3 Possible answers include: Fluffernutter woke up.
She started acting crazy, too./Fluffernutter
woke up and then she started acting crazy, too

4 Possible answers include: Qur dog, Lucy, came to
see what was going on because the two of them
were making so much noise /Our dog, Lucy, came
fo sze what was going an when she heard the two
of them making so much noise.

5.Possible answers include: Lucy started barking.
Then, she ran into the bathroom and wouldn't
come out,/Lucy started barking and ran into the
bathroom, but she wouldn't come aut.

Commas

Exay )
Inhoduckory phiose A coune 11 i
houn of diect oagis Me Willams « e
To 6t oM Qopoatives [+ o clubs prasideat 1! Go
Wodal ntemunting ew . WHO'C 13 e e by
Woudhs in 0 sonos e popeam poanull goks - basey

191

Answer Key
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Quotation Marks

Caraton Marks -« - “r 3 L R —ry
Lrampies

T e

Dirsc bons g e
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X 20
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G 10 e et tips 7 "\.ﬁ_.
X e R Dss
- o, et Heiirte T

X ! : ;
X %
B i

&
"
i

The Rulels. ..
DHPRCHON: 138 SSIAY G W S e TGHACE P it e v o Tra
) "
5 s s

.. after the greeting. -
A s s BT AL o2

e I TS vl 1401 T

business letter

P Ve g

¢ infroduce a list in a sentence
[ aaty ]

AMRUNE FUBHY oy GATE nWE

Notonal A2 [ "y P2

han 1A N a8 Vv

o o between the hour and the minutes to
u write the time
: o

SRy g

“~to introduce o long direct quote

273 R A P e 17 s st 5 L mn

the words of speakers ina play

a comma ond

The List

w

] ~coveo CoOnyUNCYion . compound s
194 195 196
~ Semicolon 7 Colons and Lists Interjections

1. The tiny hummingbird builds a small nest; its
Jelly bean-sized eggs fit nicely inta it

2 Some hirds build with unusual materials; you
moy find string or ribbon woven into a nest

3. A nest's lacation can tell you a bird’s diet;
most birds live near their food supply

4 A gull's nest is on the shore: gulls eat fish
and ather kinds of seafood

5 A woodpecker lives in a hole in a tree: it eats

insects thot live in trees

These sentences are net closely related

A woodpecker makes a hole to live in and loter

moves out; an elf owl maves right into it

A swan builds a nest among the reeds; the reeds

help hide the nest from the swan's enemies.

~No

<o

Droctions. (tuse s et

Tios (11pad, Paisiay) SmITs (white. bluc) Panis (khoki, groy;

W B & R

Dirachon fiumte 1t s

1 pedvim i o e

e W A SR B ans

1 WEE u?zrzglndnurz finally here. ¢

Owactions Hewrs e e as

' Hush'You don't want to upset her

2 stue s g o

iy b

eFQ

iy

o friot by

came to the meeting.
ake up everyone 1{ -
dor
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Finding Spelling Errors

ettt Ona woed In dOCH SeA0E e Le G & TALGHEA Wi

. dlscaumgad

-~ _impatient
s el _QSSIQAMENT
wenco conference
~e _ Qbviously
prachcully
suenadditional

. ﬁour_‘tESy-,
invisible

12, Thie cctvarmamisr! 1 0§ ey aTekie
13 The berst wdy o coxnen & [DCE Gon SBVanen
canversation

comparison

« achievement

Fmdmg Spenmg Errors

3 ;P\ acquire, aguarium, expense, research,
V% exoct exist flourish, source grief,
E "‘_,_’_,(’ neighbor

B niece_observe. narmal, ignored, expond.
~ height, seized. tornadaes. emergency,
# brief, expression, ceiling, weight, excellent

e v : < 4 W - ¥
e, jJansT,_requesT quahry quc.nrnry quz
—__squirm, courtesy exit.

200
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Correcting Errors

Divechong. “ra BEY I SSRGS NS el L

5o;m.'mfessmandmma;‘...nss;;n_ed’_ =
additional, research

excellent. professional, quality, gradually,
personal typical

medical, emergency, sister’'s, permanently,
expand. basket's
srem ) o

quantity, sister’s, courtesy, childish, exist,
important

202

Complttz Sentences
A complete wnbrxv ™

Thought SerTeres which ors

Exampie
Compiete mnience o
SENIGNCH ragmant Ho vk

Drabbaats: Wilar € on e i f 1 satience 3 anmaels Weke F e s 3 agmar

)
—— e —
o 1 AT

f \\’A//

Run-On Sentences

TR $ONIONCH £ LT whir” T SN

B - wwreascone . Somple answers:
The dug Enﬂrgztmuﬂy.chﬂiﬂd_thz_b_uﬂ I kept
throwing him the ball for a haif hour -

Ihhesmurmlsenved bacon and scm'm.lz
eggs for breckfast T hﬂd_snm&_nnd
deliciaus.

The lightning struck close to
cur house. It scared my little 10
brother My grandmother »

called to see if we were safe

Run-On Wreck!

there were m

2. There were lots of beoths set up. They were
on First Avenue and Second Avenue, too./
There were lots of booths set up on First
Avenue and Second Avenue, too

3 You could buy lots of things ot the fair, There
were clothes, videos, pet supplies, food, and
more./ You could buy lots of things at the fair.
there were clothes, videos, pet supplies, food,
and more.

4. My best friend found a cute T-shirt. It had
a funny saying on it/ My best friend found a
cute T-shurt with o funny saying on it

5, We hod so much fun at the foir. Now 1 con't
wait until next year'st/ We hod so much fun
ot the foir; I con't wart until next yeor's!

203

Answer Key

204

383
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At the Car Wash

1 0o 2t oo s : ¥
’\:1;( school held @ huge car wash last weekend,

2 M rn i)

PR it
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Stronger Sentences

IV Y g 8 et DO DN g Y o D R R Tt

TUgaes’
e

decarate
cambine
| A G
apprecigte
e s S

5:_ ) fruns'E_art B
_explored

select A weseorwordte N

A e,

reflecis {

celebrated
Bttt

sajve
13 waiay + (AR e B et Voot
imitated
PPRLLLIAC bt
L define
i
i examined

. invited

replice o whote phrose. /

\___\m.,_“.«-‘,_/’
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Great Combinations

T T ST o T .

sudject L -

Eromphe Lo o

bl Siter ) e, ccompoana predcars
fromate ouilt ry ' et patled e el waedt
1l O il ' ) 430111 i

LT Ty Ty sy
sty g I COMPOYNT LUNIFC] < COMBOUNG PIROICANS I
"

My town just started a new recycling program and is
asking everyane fo participate. compound predicate

B bl 1 RS P g i

We have ta separate plastic, gless, aluminum, and
paper and put them all in dif ferent containers
compound predicate

My sister and I have the job of jaking the containers
out To the curb so the truck can pick them up. compound
subjec

G s B gy ' (e e B e § ity

The truck picks up the containers and takes them to
a recyching plant in the next town compound predicate

All About Teddy

S R R

Engmpie + Ky bt i

Diactions

“7 Possible answers include:
1. Theadare Raasevelt was barn an Octaber 27,
1858, and dred on January 16, 1919.

2 Raasevelt became vice president af the United
States under William McKinley, when McKinley
was assassinated, Raasevelt became presigent

3 Aspresident, Raasevelt arranged far the Panama
Canal 1o be built and resalved disagreements
between big mining campanies and thew warkers

4. He set aside aver 200 milhion acres ef land far
parks and nature reserves because he wanted
ta preserve America's natural resaurces far
future generations

5. Roosevelt ran far president agam in 1912 but
was defeated by Waadraw Wilsan

Report-a-Sauras, Part 1

Dh@CRONE {0y 0w 1 S .

FIS PAIGHIADN. WG S s ONSLouTS hve )

+ Dinosaurs roemed the earth for more_than 180 million
years, but they tecame extinct over 65 millon years
23_3” Borograph WISt (e Tostes, GRG why Ore they impedont?

* Almost everything we know about dinosaurs comes
fram fooking at fessils

- Fossds were formed from dinosaurs when these
remains hardered into stone or were surrounded by mud
or sand that hardened into stone

+ Fossils are formed over long periods of fime from the
banes. eggs and ather remains of dinosaurs

209

Total Reading Grade 6
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Report-a-Sauras, Part 2
DMBERONE Cortr st T witle ey £ DROAE OF PRSTYCITGR AT O0K

AT T T

Prerdt peragraph WG 010 albemcignti. ana what 00 Mey 807

+ Scientists who study dinosaur fossils are called
paleontologists.

« Before paleontologists can study fossils, they
must dig them from the ground and clean them
very carefully

+ Then the fossils can be taken to a university or
museum and studied

Fourt poragras. Wt £ pelachISlagin am om BoKig 1 Aok
+ By studying fossils, paleontologists can learn
about the sizes of the different dinosaurs.

+ By studying fossils, paleontolegists con learn
what the dif ferent types of dinosaurs ate.

« By studying fossils, paleontologists can izarn how
the different types of dinosaurs cared for their
young.

Give

Me One Reason

Ro230nE 1 Shoukd Join e Anier $choct Program

4 Prcar-crﬁ offers tutaring for younger kids
eading
Science

Playgr;ound games
I ﬁodild“be.w&r-kmg' as a member of a team
To keep busy after school

You wouldn't have to worry about me while
you re ot work,

The Three-Alarm Qutline

A terrible fire ripped threugh an old hat
Apile of rags wes ploced teo close to an old elec

AT 9.30 Am an June 11
It took Three hours for firef ghters 1o extinguish the

Liza Smith, of 32 Mortin Street. reported the blaze.
Neorly 20 firefighters fought te put it out,

« The entire building was destroyed
No one was injured

219

213

214

: e ot Sample answers:|
= Animal Hobitots — —
Weother has ¢ lot 1o do with where onimols live
k They connot live all-l',n-.ﬁer‘e it §Ta;ys below
freezing very long

Worm-blocded onimols’ temperotures do not
depend on The environment.

Some warm-blooded onimols can live in the
snow cll winter

Some onimols store feod for the winter
Same onimols hibernote in the winter

Concamon sipacs

Cholk has been used for drawing for thousonds of
years The earliest cholk drowings were found on the
wolls of coves Cholk ence was uged just To moke quick
sketches Then, the ortist would paint pictures from The
sketches Mow, cholk drawings cre considered art by
themselves

Dams are thresterung solmon by interfering with their
spawning Most salmon five in the ocean but return to
fresh woter to lay their eggs ond breed Dams prevent
solmon from swimming upriver fo their spawning grounds
Doms olso keep young solmon from swimming downriver
to the ocean. To help with this problem, some dams have
specicl "fish passes” 16 ollow salmon to swim over the
dom One kind of fish poss is a series of pocls of woter
that lead the solmon over the doms

It Doesn't Belong

215

Answer Key
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| Reading
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Hollywood Hound tost in the Zoo The School Newspaper
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v e ucmn
3 P 1 ik Yo e 4

5 s e g 2y - e ot
sl s Descriptive; the prinaipal met with the adwsory board
to find ways far tenchers and students i6 werk together

Wiy 5 Boen wegnnq ewer wae my nig

A Wit B e by

I rWSN TP ol S0 10RO A R Y e e ek et
to solve problems.
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ey o : oy s Expository: the author thinks that the cafeteria
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food is getting worse.
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e T P TR L LR T e I e iasad '8 et BN 3 o G e
PYat s e
ahare T v o ire sagonizing ¥
3050 he 108 38 s

frlcts ool .
Persuasive. the author wants the reader to vote
for Chris McGuinness for class president,

e
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i E
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g e

it s bz 0 Tt

) DX 7 G POGHT. AT O, PPy PPeCe- Do
Descriptive, because of Chase Dribble's winning
basket, the basketball team will be going to the
state championships.
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Building Paragraphs Prewriting Predicament

Buoctons r e Bawting
. Rl e 8
SR
. &
Down
,?_-'/—1
Oueshons G * #
et vory )
cim et A
0 W s u
L ADEYE
o \
1 yor™Y -\
!,/’r with sl 5L = Q
e N\Swe' o I : C U
L e BRAINSTORM
2] U
" BESE ARCH I u
. N N G
> 5 & H
Z
NOQTES
Proofreading Puzzler It’s in the Revision A Message to You L
:.:eocv.-om-:-.,h;,.-:..—.._.».-‘;7--.-.-‘_ e e upehn o T T ey Ml - :"“7-”""’-7 ‘.H‘ s e o ok
i s | B - 5
B =T Niewt v e ek e et ere e s e Brainsterm for ideas
B\& monsose
el » Do research on the Civil Rights movement.
- . o - s > x -
) i ot o A et ‘ s Take notes
o = - i
% . « Organize my notes inte subjects
e . oF This year I had the best summer vacation ever s« Make an outline
5 My whaole family went to Massachusetts where my -
grandparents live. They live near the ocean on Cope s+ Write a rough draft.
- iz o " Tod )
I had alot of funwhile I was at my grandparents » Proofread my rough draft for errors
house. My little sister had day camp so I didn't -
have 1o watch her all day like T usually do in the ¢ Have somecne else read my repert and tell me
> summer. My grandfather taught me to play chess what they think .
and I found out that I'm really good at it! « Fix any mistakes and/or add details or variety
T also tock sailing lessons while T was on Cape where necessary to meke the report more
Cod. My boat tipped over many Times, but I learned interesting.
how ta take the water out of the boat and get back w0 Write a final draft
onit I hope I can go bock to Cape Cod next summer!
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Show and Tell
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Describe it! Persuasive Writing Hire Me!
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Back it Up! Let's Talk Business

Daeckom . ~ Column 8. Ltk Toumn A K 0 o anang I 5 Turn the Radic On
et st v a . ; g =2 heatng nude agdrews
> satutohan bady %y 3 PGROND s i
Cohumn A Column ® S
2 § ! /"l
&
| X R

Mick e Mndest

£ 5 f 1

Sample answer. Guglielmo Marcon invented an
early radio

236 231 238

Franklin Facts Yictorious True Steries From the Sea
Do bt iy : - e L n O s i o
9 s
A Leving Father » An Electric Shock il
- o
. A Lost Husband 3 Uncgvarjng Mqr:‘.er Chigrood Keep Qurt of the Light
o = v - Chddhood »
Fightig The Fires Together, Banding Together o - ¢ o ’ "
BIgaling The o8 ¥sre—d g€ e i The Cadillac of Fish
Improving the Mail e .
4 =P bt 3 L i « Finding Financial A«d 150 What Big Eves You Have!
ra = . N v wWhat Big ty W rave
i o Liberty for All e -
Pare Flaupd ] - :
s A Parent Gmeves o =t never walk ogair - dret Dill Pickle
I i % 2 . School will Aot 1340 ol
Seuliins scarlet fever accept hep - 1994
E polio A o= = —
- L = 3 ~trock and field
B = e wilma Rudeiphy basketball
N i . o = Breathe Deeply
% & _ Olympic gofd medals ) { clarkswile, TN
- learns to walk 2
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Name

Compound Puzzles

Directions: Solve the word puzzles. Read the first part of the compound word vertically.
Then, write the other part of the compound word horizontally. How many words can
you make?

F .
I E
R All
2 D
L A S
AL I U
JONCIE R N
HERLN
LHL CDEL R
e LA
e N N
I HEE D

I : -
DI INL I -
C0e0 F " -
DOOED T crmrem
CDOR Y .
Compound Words i’?f Total Reading Grade 6




e

Where Do { Start? ’
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What Do | Need To Know?
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Mote This!
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2 line graph
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Table of Contents
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Answers to puzzles printed on cardboard in the back of
this workbook:

Brand Spankin’

Tty 11 tos et
wirthetay F

tatters 10 Chso vvar whial h

oATS; ot ™ ;n{
Robart Fulton Ladislos Biro
_STEAMBOAT BALLPOIMT PEN

Bmat kfltﬁ\ﬂﬂ

tETSp (NE4C )

& £

Setge Karoley & Nkolous Ofta 2
SPACE ROCKET
v L=

Eo ]
FEY "TAGRE

vETFy G lLig Qo RIER
Chester Carlsan

i Hanmabon Garsit Margar

FLUSH TOILET TRAFFIC LIGHT
‘o7 He™ Fapit
aONO aBARA

Tharnos Edison

Evonigefsia Tomiceib
BARDMETER
Fretd

3 CYLINDER GAS ENGINE

Rite of Spring or
Stravinsky's Revenge

Al
t

s wpufcls £ G Sy P

3 RGXALIJX

4 XK@y uTx

5 O@VRGS MOWING
6 AEQVUTX FLOWERS

7 PRTWXQGH

8 HEVGIRGS

=} PGS X

10 STHUG GREEN

11 peEaxxaox _ BLOSSOMS
12 PRTI¢ BIRTH

13 TOPRGX ROBINS
14 XUUWZ SEEDS
18 xCceAkrGU  SUNSHINE

4 The letter G reph

Lunar Madness
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Brand Spankin’ New

February 11 has been named Inventors’ Day in honor of Thomas Edlison’s
birthday. For each inventor you'll find letters encircling the name.
Use these letters to discover what the person invented.

OATS » VALY O\NT’Dg

Robert Fulton Jacques Cousteau Ladislao Biro

BmAE QAN piLA%$

«ET8p ¢t ETYp \NEAIC}/(
@)

Sergei Korolev Johan Vaaler < Nikolaus Otto /Z
Cogec?t A SN “Sacre’
ETF e L PIlE
ke L ¢ \ & e £ R
John Harington Garrett Morgan Chester Carlson
‘Orns® FARTY Corown®
Thomas Edison Evangelista Torricelli Dennis Galbor

PHpAR ETeW
AFeT RS,
ARMy cGRAL PEGC Y,
Chester Greenwood Samuel Morse J.B.L. Foucault

EBFY LETW 00




Rite of Spring or " m

Stravinsky’s Revenge

All the words in this cryptic puzzle follow the same code. A set of letters
has been substituted for the correct letters of each word. These words
relate to the topic spring. Can you figure them out?

1.

_—
—

12.
13.
14.
18.

©C © & ¥ &6 0o & G WD

PCWX
VYTOJK
RGXUIJX
XKQVUTX
OQVRGS
AEQVUTX
PRTWXQGS
HEYGJRGE
UsSsX
3TUUG
PEQXXQOX
PRTJK
TQPRGX
XUUW X
XCGXKRGU

CLUES: 1. The letter X represents S.

2. The letter Q represents O.
3. The letter S represents G.
4. The letter G represents N.




Lunar Madness

On July 20, 1969, American astronauts first landed on the moon. In honor
of that event, try this puzzie about the moon and space. Each word or
phrase below can be changed to a word or phrase relating to the space
program. Use the definition clues whenever you become stuck.

Good luck!

Words

1.

. THUS LET (1 word)

. MINOR BOOST (2 words)

TRACER (1 word)

Space Phrase

CAPES (1 word)

HEALTH DIES (2 words)

"LA LOOP” (1 word)

NASA TROUT (1 word)

REMOTE (1 word)

ARMS (1 word)

DIET SOAR (1 word)

NEAR RIM (1 word)

GLANDULAR INN (2 words)

CLEFT NURSES (2 words)

ASK BITTY LOANS (2 words)

THE RAG VARSITY (2 words)

MOTH MOAN NINE (4 words)

Definition Clue

a pit in the moon's surface
“the final frontier”

a protection against
overheating upon re-enfry

the craft type used in 1969
American space traveler
a shooting star

4th planet from the sun
“star shaped”

an early space sctellite
space taxi service

lunar circle around us
arrival on moon’s surface
how moon shines in night
Earth’s space platform

what keeps us on Earth

what some claim they see
when they view our satellite




See You Real Soon

November 18th is the birthday of the most famous animated character of
all fime. Find 33 words related to Disney in the word search including Mickey's
names in French (Michel), Japanese (Miki), Spanish (Miguel),

and Danish (Mikkel).

Om= < 50 000w £ &

U
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- BAMBI

CABLE
CAROL

- CHRISTMAS

CRICKET
DAISY
DEWEY
DISNEY

J

YENS I DEWEVYETR
FANTASI AHUTEYVY
L ICEBEGOORCS
AALAALSMYAHDO
BLYMMEMONTRU
CSDBBHI UIOIR
| UMO I CG SMN S |
| NK AN UE I OTS
MORTIMETRUJICMI
RLDWI LL I E | AK
ANDREPMUHTS I
EKCIRCE | UOLM
LPM I CKEVYKCUD
WordBoxm
DONALD LAND MORTIMER STEAMBOAT
DUCK LIFE MOUSE THUMPER
DUMBO LOUIE MUS WALT
FANTASIA MICHEL PLAY WILLIE
GOOFY MICKEY PLUTO WORLD
HUEY MIGUEL RATONOCITO
JIMINY MIKI SCROOGE
KUCHI MIKKEL SOURIS

What do the eleven remaining letters spell?
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Name

Put-Them-Together Words

Directions: Choose a word from each box to make a compound word that correctly
matches each definition.

folk ginger length Choose a word
three- frouble land from each box.
court live vice-

seventy- heart head

chop necar- sage

wise proken sighted

two fourths stock

brush sticks house

mark president quarters

tale some bread

1. not able to see far

annoying

story handed down among people

= B R

farm animals

grayish-green bushy plant of the dry plains

a fraction of a whole s ol B

in the direction of the length

main office of operations

building used for county government

S © ® N o o

. a two-digit number —

. kind of spicy cake

12. thin wooden sticks used in pairs for eating

13. something easily seen and used as a guide

I4. officer next in rank to president

15. crushed by sorrow

Total Reading Grade 6 36 Compound Words




Words in Context

Directions: Unscramble the scrambled compound word
in each sentence by using context clues. Write the word
correctly on the line provided.

Compound Words

12.
13.

4.

15.

NcGme

. Max has an emergency appointment with the dentist

because he has a chathoote.

A torrential ponrudwo caused flooding along the rivers
and sfreams.

3. Jennifer earned newtty-evif dollars babysitting last month.

We found an rahowdear while exploring what was once
the site of a Native American village.

. The President’s weekly radio address was starcabdo live

from the Oval Office of the White House.

. The view from the Grand Canyon was absolutely

kingthebarta.

. We had drah-delobi eggs, foast, and juice for breakfast

today.

. My grandmother made a beautiful chowkarpt quilt with

scraps from old clothing.

. [ bought a pakprecab book to read on the frip.

. The Empire State Building was once the tallest crassperky

in New York City.

. My brother drove in the wrong direction down a neo-awy

street.
The teabsawsket is full and needs to be emptied.

Our family is leaving on Monday for a wot-ekwe vacation
at the beach.

My brother is the only flet-headnd pitcher and batter on
our feam.

After the concert, we went gasteckba fo interview the
performers.

Total Reading Grade 6
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Name

Messy Groups

Directions: Look at the groups in the chart below. Write a name for each one that tells
how all its members are alike. Then, add two more members to each group.

Group Group
Name  Animals With Fur Name
bear United States
£ dog - ¢ Mexico
Qa .
£ cat £  China
@ , (]
= lion =
wolf
5 o - Group
i | Name
Caribbean lawyers
Aflantic N 2 scientists
Mediterranean | £ writers
i @
! =
Group
Name
' !
chirping. asteroids
growlng | 8 stars.
shouting | | § comets
-- D
=
Total Reading Grade 6 W Classifying




Name

What's in an Ad?

Directions: Read the advertisements. Classify information in each one as a fact or opinion.
Statements of fact can be proven frue. Statements of opinion cannot be proven because
they present beliefs, judgments, or feelings.

(EEEEENENNEENNNZS N N N J

List two facts:

o~
-

Barking Dog Plus —- -
Security System

Protect Your Home for Less.
We Supply Burglar and Fire Alarms.

We Provide Medical Alert Service. List fwo opinions:
We Work 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week.

We're the Best in the Business.

Call 800-555-2400

You can feel safe with
Barking Dog Plus.

20 6009 POOEEGEOOEOOO®DES

The Museumo List two facts:

Native Americans

Visit the world’s most exciting museum

st A e vt

- over 200 displays
(They are awesome, believe us!)

- unique exhibits and lectures

P T DTyt

List two opinions:

- real-life replicas of dwellings
Hours:

Monday-Saturday, 10 A.m. - 5 p.M.
Admission: $3.00

1600 Madison Ave., Center City

Classifying m Total Reading Grade 6
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Word Analogies

Classification means fo put words together in groups. A word analogy expresses the

relationship between words.

Directions: Complete each analogy with an appropriate word.

. Rain is to spring as snow is to

Cup is to adult as bottle is to

Four is to dog as two is to

Skin is to human as feathers are to

Paw is to dog as hoof is fo

Hot is fo oven as cold is to

Watch is to wrist as ring is to

Round is fo ball as square is to

Calf is to cow as foal is to

Antlers are fo deer as horns are to

Ink is fo pen as paint is to

Tadpole is to frog as caterpillar is to

Total Reading Grade &
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Name

More Analogies

Two of the most common analogies involve synonyms and antonyms.

Model I: Word is to word as word is to ,
(synonym) (synonym)

Example: Smallis to little as big is to large.

Model 2: Word is to word as word is to ;
(antonym) (antonym)

Example: Beautifulis to ugly as happy is to sad.

Directions: Read the definitions of the words in the word box. Complete the analogies
below using words from the word box.

timid—adj. without courage
sullen—adj. gloomy, bad humored
foe—n. enemy

bold—adj. showing great courage

jovial—adj. full of laughter, jolly
climate—n. weather conditions
loathe—v. to dislike, fo detest

comprehend—yv. fo understand

=

Analogies 41

. Badis to terrible as shy is to

D ® N & 0 £ W N

Badis to good as

is to friend.

Caris to automobile as weather is to

Teach is to instruct as understand is to

Shout is to whisper as love is to

Mean is to kind as shy is to

Gentle is to rough as happy is to

Prefty is to cufe as

is to jolly.

Love is to like as

Bush is to shrub as enemy is to

is to detest.

Total Reading Grade 6
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Name

Word Work

Directions: Look up each of the following words in a dictionary and write the definitions
on the line. Then, use these words fo complete each analogy below.

. punctual

2. fragile

3. discard

4. fraudulent

5. peril

6. prohibit

7. monotonous

8. decade

Q. augment

10. soothe

Il. Foodisto eat as trashis to

12. Lafeis to early as fardy is to

13. Metalis to sturdy as glassis to

4. Acceptis to reject as allow is to

15. Loudis to quiet as varied is to

16. Realis to genuine as fake is to

I17. One hundredis to century as tenis to

18. Hardis to soft as disturb is to

19. Take is to give as subtractis to

20. Walk is to stroll as danger is to : I

Total Reading Grade 6 ﬁ Analogies



Name

Analogy Models

Directions: Read the analogy models. Then, circle the correct word o complete each
canalogy below. Use a dictionary if you need help.

Model I: Tool is to its function as toofis to its

(function)
Example: Penis to writing as shovel is to digging.

Model 2: Title is to specialty as ftitle is to

(specialty)
Example: Dentistis to teeth as veterinarian is to animails.

Model 3: Cause is to effect as cause is to

(effect)
Example: Sadnessis to fears as joy is to laughter.

Model 4: Worker is to product as worker is to
(product)
Example: Authoris to book as artist is to painting.

|. Policemanis to crime as docforis to
a. illiness b. nurse c. stethoscope  d. patient
2. Carpenteris to hammer as doctoris to
Q. illness D. nurse c. stethoscope  d. patient
3. Druggistis to pharmacy as teacheris to
a. student b.school c¢. books d. teach
4. Bakeris to bread as seamstress is to

a. thread b needle c¢. dress d. sewing
5. Scissors are to cut as axis to
a. chop b. burn C. free d. sharpen
6. Sunis to sunburn as snow is to
Q. overcast b. frostbite c¢. umbrella d. climate
7. Fireisto burn as coldis to
a.ice b. freeze  c¢. snow d. wind
8. Hungeris to eat as thirstis to
a. food b. cup c. milk d. drink

Analosies % « Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Fill Out the Form

Directions: Four people are going camping. Fill in the order form for their camping supplies.
Remember to order enough supplies for four people. You can use your home address
and phone number.

Item Price Order# Item Price Order #
Super Sturdy Tent (U person tent)$200 each  975J800  First Aid Kit $22 each 57CN2uq
Toasty Warm Sleeping Bag $36 each B86GV3AU Waterproof Camera $25each 16DKA8G
Tough Travel Backpack 520 each 34UTP283  Flashlight S15each 78PL23U
PlostLight Water Bottle S8 each 225X436 Portable Stove S40 each 9STO509
o5 COTPING Supy,
Name

Address

City State Zip Code

3 Phone Number

e,
A I A A

I *Shipping Subtotal }
} 0-5200=S10 e .

| $201-8400 = §20 Thank you for your order! Shipping (
i SUOI and up = $30 ‘
i Total

Total Reading Grade 6 Following Directions




Name

Recipe Puzzie

Directions: Put the steps for this recipe in the correct order. Write them on the lines
provided. Then, write a list of ingredients you will need.

Pour batter into pans. Stir ingredients together for

about 30 seconds.
Prehedat oven to 350°F.

Use a toothpick to check if

Remove cakes from pans. cake is cooked. The toothpick
Cool complstely before should come out clean.
frosting.

, Cool in pan for 10 minutes.
Grease sides and bottom of

each pan. Beat cake batter at medium

] ‘ speed for 2 minutes,
Put cake mix, eggs, oil, and

water in a large bowl. Carefully put pans in oven,

Bake for 35-38 minutes.

Yummy Cake Recipe

Ingredients

2
3
Y,
5
6

10.

Following Directions 45 Total Reading Grade 6
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Name

Tie Your Shoe

Directions: Tying your shoes is eqsy, right? Write the steps
to take so someone can figure out how to do it.

Directions: Now, give these directions to an adult in your family. Ask the person to
follow the directions exactly. Watch as they do each step. Do you need to revise your
directions? Rewrite your directions so they are easier to follow.

Total Reading Grade 6 46 Following Directions
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Name

All in a Day

Directions: Read the activities. Then, write each next to a time that makes sense.
Some lines will be blank.

Activities
Go to bed Eat breakfast
Go to tennis practice Play cafch with a friend
Wake up Eat dinner
Get out of school Go to school
Do homework Eat lunch

Hours in the Day

7 AM.

8 AM.

Q A.M.

[0 A.M.

[ AM.

12 p.M.

| P.M.

2 P.M.

3 P.M.

U p.m.

5p.M.

6 P.M,

7PM.

8 P.M.

qp.m.

Sequencing | !r% T Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Making a Mosaic

When you follow directions, be sure to read through them first, slowly. Look for special
terms and time-order words, gather all materials, and follow the directions in the order
they are written.

Directions: The pictures below show step-by-step directions for making a mosaic. Beside
eaqch picture, write the directions to explain each step. Be sure to use time-order words.

Step I:

Step 2:

Step 3.

Step U:

Step 5:

Step 6:

Total Reading Grade 6 48 Seguencing
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Name

Topic and Main Idea

Directions: Read each paragraph. Then, answer the questions.

You need a balanced diet to stay healthy.
A balanced diet provides the amount of
nutrients your body needs every day. By eating
lots of different foods, you will get the nutrients
you require to stay healthy.

1. What is the topic of this paragraph? Circle
one.
A. eating foods
B. the importance of a balanced diet
C. planning your diet

2. Which sentence states the main idea about

the topic?

A. When you eat lots of different foods you
get the nutrients you require.

B. A balanced diet provides the amount
of nutrients your body needs every day.

C. You need a balanced diet to stay
healthy.

The food guide pyramid shows the five
basic food groups. When choosing what to
eat, you should think about these food groups.
The food groups are Bread, Ceredl, Rice, and
Pasta; Vegetable; Fruit; Milk, Yogurt, and
Cheese; and Meat, Poultry, Fish, Dry Beans,
Eggs., and Nuts, The best way to plan a
balanced diet is to choose a variety of foods
from each of the five food groups.

3. What is the topic of this paragraph? Circle
one.
A. planning a balanced diet
B. vegetables
C. the food guide pyramid

Y. Which sentence states the main idea
about the topic? Circle one.
A. The food guide pyramid shows the
five basic food groups.

="
Main ldea 49

Vegetable Group
3 to 5 servings

B. When choosing what to eat, you should
think about these food groups.

C. The best way to plan a balanced diet is
to choose a variety of foods from each
of the five food groups.

You should avoid eating cookies, candly,
and sweetened soft drinks. These foods have
a lot of sugar and very little nutritional value.
They may also cause you to gain weight and
your teeth to decay.

5. What is the topic of this paragraph? Circle
one.
A. foods to avoid eating
B. sugar
C. how tc avoid gaining weight

6. What is the unstated main idea? Circle one.
A. Some foods have a lot of sugar and not
much nutritional value.
B. Cookies, candy, and sweetened soft
drinks are not healthful foods.
C. Foods with a lot of sugar can cause you
to gain weight.

@ Fats, Cils, and Sweets
Use sparingly.

= Meat, Poultry, Fish

@9 Dry Beans Eggs,

and Nuts Group
2 fo 3 servings

Milk, Yogurt, and
Cheese Group
2 to 3 servings

Fruit Group
2 10 3 servings

Bread, Cereal Rice, and Pasta Group
o to i ! servings

Total Reading Grade &




Root and Base Words

Many words consist of one or more Greek or Latin root. For example, the Greek root
tele means “far.” When it is combined with vis, the Latin root for "see,” we get
television.

Directions: Fill in the blanks below to learn the meaning of more roots.

10.
.
12,

~
Telephones allow us to hear sounds from far away. Tele means _yox
and phone comes from the Greek word meaning

Ped is a root word meaning “foot,” Therefore, a pedestrian is a person who fravels
by

Graph comes from the Greek word meaning "to write,” and auto is the root word
for "self.” Thus, an autograph is

Geo is the Greek root for “Earth.” Geography, then, is writing or drawing about the

Bio is the root word meaning “life.” When someone writes an autobiography, he or
she writes about

A biographer writes about

The word pedometer combines the root ped with meter, a root meaning
"measurement.” A pedometer is an instrument for the distance
someone travels by

Logy is a Greek rooft for "study.” When combined with the root graph, we get
graphology or the study of

Biology is the study of

Geology is the study of

Writing that comes from far away is called @

Combine the root word for "sound” and the root word for “write.” The machine we
use to play records is a

Root Words 5 Total Reading Grade 6




Name

What's the Main Idea?

Often the main idea of a passage is stated in a sentence. Sometimes, however, you
have to figure out the unstated main idea by looking at important details.

Directions: Read each paragraph. Then, write a sentence that states the main idea
for each paragraph.

ne of the most popular forms of
entertainment today is playing computer
games. Children are fascinated by these
games. They are popular because they
have exciting graphics, fun activities, and
a wide variety of games.

Stated Main Idea:

Some radio stations play jazz. Others
play rock. Still others play country. Some
stations just report the news and weather.
What a lot of variety we get from radio!

Unstated Main Idea:

Do you have a hobby? One kind of hobby involves
collecting things. Some people collect stamps. Others
may collect dolls or stuffed animals. Many people collect
and trade sports cards. Another kind of hobby involves
building things. Some people build models of ships and
airplanes from kits or build large structures from Legos.
Other hobbies involve music, art, dance, and sports.

Unstated Main Idea:

e
Total Reading Grade 6 50 Main Idea



Name

What's the Idea?

Directions: Circle the sentence that best expresses the main idea of each paragraph.

1. Edmund began to question whether or not the lion in the Queen’s courtyard was
alive. The large creature looked as if it were about to pounce on o dwarf, Burt it
did not move. Then Edmund noticed the snow on the lion’s head and back. Only
a statue would be covered like that!

* The statue is snow-coverad,

* Edmund wonders if the lion is alive.

* The lion is ready 1o jJump.

2. The resting party of children and beavers heard the sound of jingling bells. Mr.
Beaver dashed out of his hiding place and soon called the others 1o join him. He
could hardly contain himself with excitement. Father Christmas is here!

*  Mr. Beaver is a brave animal.
* Father Christrnas has come to Narnia,
¢ The group hears a jingling sounc.

3. Poor Edmund! Because he came to the Queen, he expected her 1o reward him
gratefully with Turkish delight. After all, he had traveled so far and had suffered
miserably in the cold. When the Queen finally commanded that he receive food
and drink, the cruel awarf brought Edmund a bowl of water and a hunk of dry bread.

e Edmund is not rewarded as he expects.
* The young boy suffered from the cold.
* Edmund receives bread and water.

4. Peter knew he must rescue Susan from the wolf. When the wolf charged, Susan
climbed up a nearby free. The wolf's snapping and snarling mouth was inches
away. When Peter looked more closely, he realized that his sister was about to faint.
Rushing in with his sword, Peter slashed at the beast.

¢  Pefer kills the wolf.
* Peter reqlizes he must save his sister.

+ The wolf snarls at Susan.

Main Idea % j Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Beth Is Sick

Poor Beth is sick, and she doesn’t know why. She felt great yesterday, but this
morning she woke up with a headache, a fever, and a horrible sore throat. Beth is
disappointed because today is the day her class is going to the new science museum,
Why did she have to be sick on a field trip day? How did she get ill so quickly?

Beth and Kim talk on the phone about Beth's situation for twenty minutes. Because
they planned to be field trip partners, Kim is really sad Beth isn't going to school today.
Kim tells Beth she probably got sick because she didn’t wear a jacket to school yesterday,
and it was a cold day. She fells Beth that if your body gets cold, you catch germs more
easily. Beth tells Kim that is silly. She believes Kim has a virus.

Beth remembers learning about viruses in science class. Mr. Fridley told them that
viruses are noncellular structures that can only be seen through an electron microscope,
which magnifies them thousands of times. On its own, a virus is a lifeless particle that can’t
reproduce, but when a virus enters a living cell, it starts reproducing and can sometimes
harm the host cell. Viruses that harm host cells cause disease like chicken pox, the flu,
and colds. Mr. Fridley told them that shaking hands with or being sneezed or coughed
on by an infected person may infect you with the virus. Beth believes that she became
infected from someone since lots of people are sick at this fime of year. Kim promises
Beth a full report on the science museum.

Directions: Underline the main idea of the story.
Beth has a headache, fever, and a sore throat.
Beth and Kim try to discover why Beth is sick.
Viruses cause diseases.
Mr. Fridley taught them about viruses.

Directions: Check the correct answers.

Viruses... [ ]can't be seen through an ordinary light microscope.
] pass easily from one person to another.
[_] are thousands of times bigger than regular cells.
[ enter living cells and start reproducing.

What are some ways to avoid viruses?

T= l,_..;. E]
Total Reading Grade 6 52 Main Idea
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Support for the Main Idea

Sometimes the main idea is not stated directly. When this happens, you can use
supporting details fo infer the main idea.

Directions: Read each paragraph. Then, answer the questions.

S piders and insects are small creatures. They both
have thin, jointed legs and segmented bodies. Both
spiders and insects can be found in a rainbow of colors &
and a variety of sizes.

I. What is the unstated main idea of this paragraph?

2. List two details that support the main idea.

H ave you ever seen a spider’s web?
One web, called a ladder web, is long
and narrow. Another web is called an orb
web. This kind of web resembles a wheel.

. What is the unstated main idea of this paragraph?

2. List two details that support the main idea.

Supporting Details Total Reading Grade 6

L




Name

Some Do—Some Don’t

Writers include details to help readers understand the selection. Some details support the
main idea. Other details may provide additional information or enhance the story, but
do not support the main idea.

Directions: Read the paragraphs below. Then, answer the questions.

S nakes come in all shapes and sizes.  as sea snakes, are thinner from side o side
Some snakes, such as tree snakes, have than from front to back. This shape helps
long and thin bodies. This helps them blend  them move through the water. Some
into their environment, Other snakes, such  snakes are even short and stubby.

. What is the main idea of the paragraph?

2. List two detaqils that support the main idea.

3. Which details tell more about snakes but are not supporting details?

A Il mammals have fur or hair. These stays about the same all the time, no

body coverings help keep mammals matter what the temperature around them
warm. Because mammals are is. The fur of mammals keeps body warmth
warm-blooded, their body temperature in and cold out.

. Whatis the main idea of the paragraph?

2. List two details that support the main idea.

3. Which details fell more about mammals but are not supporting details?

Total Reading Grade 6 g g " Supporting Details
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Picture the Details

Directions: Look at each illustration and main idea. Then, circle all supporting details that
go with them,

Main Idea: The runners were lined up to begin the big race.
. Which could be supporting details?
A. There were many fast runners.
B. The runners were waiting at the starting line.
C. The official had a stop watch.

D. The runners were wearing racing clothes.

Main Idea: Tina and Patty were looking for
something unusual in the aftic.

2. Which could be supporting details?
A. They have fun in the atfic.

B. The attic is cold and dark.

C. They find old clothes in a trunk.

D. They think it is scary in the affic.

Main Idea: Roberto and several of his friends
went 1o the beach yesterday.

3. Which could be supporting details?
A. Some people are afraid of swimming in the ocean.
B. Some children played games on the beach.

C. The water was rough.

D. Some children went swimming.

Supporting Details 55 Total Reading Grade 6




It’s All in the Details

Directions: Read each main idea below. Write two supporting details that could
be included with it in a paragraph. You can use a reference source, if necessary.

1. Christopher Columbus was a famous explorer.

2. Watching the Olympics is exciting!

Directions: Choose one of the following topics. Write a paragraph about
it that includes a main idea sentence and at least two
senfences with supporting details.

Celebrating Your Favorite Holiday A Memorable Present
Your Special Talent A New Family Memiber

Total Reading Grade 6 Supporting Details
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Context Clues Scramble

Directions: Unscramble the following words. (Hint: All of the words begin with con.) Then,
write an unscrambled word to complete each sentence below. Use context clues to
help you choose the best word.

quoncer
cenfratenco
ripcontute
tincoalun
inontac
eneccofern
tanfcroc
nocalec
senfoncravio
I. Al tried to the gift behind his back so Ann wouldn’t see it
2. The of wildlife is necessary if certain animals are to survive.
3. If you closely on the problem, you can figure out the solution.
Y. Thereisa_ ___flow of traffic on this highway, no matter what
the hour or season of the year.
5. We money to several charities each year, including the
Red Cross.
6. Parents and teachers held a fo discuss the new library.
7. It takes great strength and willpower to a bad habit like
biting your nails.
8. How many quarts of juice does this pitcher ;!
Q. Everyone signed the after agreeing to all the terms.

|
Context Clues % : A Total Reading Grade 6




To Be More Precise

Directions: Complete the sentence for each dictionary entry to show how each word
is used. Be sure fo include explanafions, antonyms, and synonyms as context clues in
your sentences.

as sist ance (s sis” tens) help; aid:

Without your assistance,

chron i cle (kron & kal) record of events in the order in which they happened; history;
story:

The explorer kept a chronicle

cou ra geous (ke ra’ jas) brave; fearless; full of courage:;

The courageous knight

de mol ish (di mol™ ish) destroy; pull or fear down:

The old building was demolished

drab (drab) dull; unattractive:

The woman dramatically altered the drab room by

gene rosi ty (jlen"@ros” @ te) being generous; unselfishness; willingness to share:

As the result of their neighbor’s generosity,

gro tesque (gro fesk”) unnatural in shape, appearance, or manner; fantasfic; odd:

The book is filled with pictures of grotesque creatures and other

stead i ly (sted” | ) in a steady manner; firmly; uniformly:

The carpenter worked steadily

Total Reading Grade 6 m Context Clues
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Context Clues

A context clue is a clue or hint from the sentence that helps you to figure out words
that you don’t know.

Directions: Read each sentence carefully. Guess the definition of each underlined
word based on the context clues in the sentence. Then, use a dictionary to see how
good your guess was.

I. He didn’t want to miss that game because ine coach had said it was a crucial one
in deciding the championship.

your guess dictionary definition

2. Although he fried to be punctual, he was always late.

your guess dictionary definition

3. The confusing instructions that come with some home computers
perplex many people.

your guess dictionary definition

U. Light has a velocity of about 186,000 miles per second.

your guess dictionary definition

5. Our pet bird warbles happily in his cage all day long.

your guess dictionary definition

Context Clues 59
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More Root and Base Words

Add new words to your vocabulary by understanding these Greek or Latin roofs.

I. Magna or magni is the Latin root for "great.” Magnificent is an adjective that
means “excellent” or "great.”

2. Aqua is the Latin word meaning “water.” An aquarium is a place for keeping water
plants and aquatic animals.

3. Flor is the Latin root for “flower.” A florist sells or grows flowers for a living.

U. Dict is the Latin root meaning "to speak.” Diction means the manner in which
words are spoken.

5. Micro comes from the Greek word mikros, meaning “tiny” or “small.” A microscope
is an instrument that allows us to see very small things.

Directions: Use a dictionary to find two words formed from each of the above roofs.
Write words and their definitions in the blanks below.

Root Dictionary Word Definition
. magna or magni (@) (a)
©) ©)
2. aqua (@) (o)
) ©
3. flor (@) (@)
®) (b)
. dict (a) (@)
(©) ©) |
5. micro () (@) |
() (©)

Total Reading Grade 6 m Root Words




More Context Clues

Directions: Read each sentence. Guess the definition of the underlined word. Use

dictionary to check your guesses.

I. I get sunburned easily, so [ shun long days af the beach.

your guess dictionary definition

2. He skied so well that no one could believe he was a novice.

your guess dictionary definition

3. We grew too many tomatoes, so we gave the surplus to the neighbors.

your guess dictionary definition

4. Our teacher perated us for being rude to the guest.

your guess dicticnary definition

5. A promise of something for nothing is usually a fraud.

your guess dictionary definition

6. His anguish over his dog’s death did not stop for many weeks.

your guess dictionary definition

7. If we want to stay on the feam, we must adhere to the rules.

your guess dicticnary definition

8. If our best hitter is ill, our chance of winning will diminish.

your guess dictionary definition

Total Reading Grade 6 E %
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Using Context Clues

Directions: Read each sentence. Guess the definition of the underlined word. Use a
dictionary to check your guesses.

I. You will get a ticket from the policeman if you exceed the speed limit.

your guess dictionary definition

2. The park ranger asked us to discard our litter in the basket.

your guess dictionary definition

3. Although he was in great peril, he risked his life to save the child.

your guess dictionary definition

Y. That is a fragile vase, so please handle it with care.

your guess dictionary definitiocn

5. He didn’t go to the dentist because he feared excruciating pain.

your guess dictionary definition

6. The rain made your note illegible, so we did not know where you had gone.

your guess dictionary definition

7. She has purchased many new stamps to augrnent her collection.

your guess dictionary definition

8. The obstinate mule refused to budge from the street.

your guess dictionary definition

Context Clues 61 Total Reading Grade 6
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Using More Context Clues

Directions: Read each sentence. Guess the definition of the underlined word. Use a
dictionary to check your guesses.

I. His monotonous speech made half the audience fall asleep.

your guess dictionary definition

2. The fire department prohibits the use of candles in this theatre because of the fire
danger.

your guess dictionary definition

3. Her cordial welcome made all her guests feel at home.

your guess dictionary definition

Y. After the long hike, we all suffered from fatigue.

your guess dictionary definition

5. The elephant locked enormous to the small boy.

your guess dictionary definition

6. The snow glistened like jewels in the moonlight.

your guess dictionary definition

7. Yesterday was a very hectic day because our relatives arrived from Alaska and our
dog had puppies.

your guess dictionary definition

8. When the man lost all his money, he became a pauper.

yOour guess dictionary definition

Total Reading Grade 6 62 Context Clues
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Understanding Context Clues

Directions: For each sentence, circle the pair of words that completes the meaning of
the sentence.

. Their profits have been ., and they wish to their
situation.
a. decreasing—excuse
b. declining—remedy
c. comfortable—redress

2. Rats provide a in reducing garbage, but this is outweighed by
their activities.
a. help—useful
p. trouble—dynamic
c. service—harmful

3. Fact and Fancy were so that no one could them.
a. connected—separate
L. necessary—use
c. respected—want

4. If one is to understand the , one must study the
a. facts—unnecessary
p. unusual—sentences
c. whole—parts

5. His father him, for he realized the interest was more than
a fancy.
a. encouraged—chiidish
b. berated—sincere
c. helped—mature

6. Safe driving prevents and the awful of knowing
you have caused an accident.
a. disease—remainder
b. accidents—safe
C. tfragedy—remorse

Context Clues - % e Total Reading Grade 6
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Reviewing Context Clues

Directions: Circle the word which best fits each sentence.

Saving your (1) to eat at a later date is not always (2) It may
not wait as long as you do!

. land greed luck dessert

2. golden wise fair sure
Many (3) may indeed make for light work, but only if they work
(W ;

3. shovels seqs hands kitchens

4. together alone nearby silently
"Put your money where your mouth is” may be a () -inflicting proverb; but
it sure (6) people quiet!

5. plani gold wise germ

6. invests keeps shuts tempts
Go ahead and rollerblade along life's (7) , but keep those knee pads
(8) for the bumps along the way.

7. problems highways lamps deeds

8. ready quick dangerous sOftly
Music may indeed (9) a savage beast, but only if the (10) has
an instfrument nearby.

9. shooft ride calm scale

10. lion tfrumpet radio musician
The saying "A fool and his money are soon (1 1) " should not be discussed
when (12) allowance from our parents.

1. parted happy peaceful shown

12. sewing waving giving asking
As Uncle Gene (13) on his inflatable raft on the (14) . we knew
that some men are islands!

13. flew fetched floated fared

4. dock lake sink house

Hurtling downward into a deep, dark (15) . Bernard exclaimed, "Why sure!
Gotta (16) before ya’ leap!”

I15. mansion Chevy chasm rim

16. look shave care puy
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Just the Facts, Please

Directions: Read Ricky's paragraph. Underline each senfence that states an opinion
rather than a fact. Then, list one valid and faulty opinion. Opinions are considered valid
if they are supported by facts and faulty if they are not,

There are some really goofy laws sfill
on the books in cities and towns throughout
the United States. Many of these laws were
passed a long time ago. Why they were
passed in the first place is beyond me!
People back then sure had some strange
ideas about right and wrong.

In New Jersey, for example, it is against
the law to slurp your soup in a public
restaurant, and in the city of Newark, you
must have a written note from your doctor
if you want to buy ice cream affter 6:00 p.m.!

If you happen to live within the city limits
of Flowery Branch, Georgia, you had better
not yell, "Snake!” Kids who live in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, will like this next
law, especially if they don't have a
dishwasher. You see, it's against the law to
wipe dishes dry. The lawmakers believed
that dishes should drip dry. If you are a boy
in Pulaski, llinois, watch out where you throw
snowballs! It's against the law for you to
throw them at trees. I suppose it's ckay for

Valid Opinion

girls to throw snowballs, though, because
they aren’t mentioned in the law. That's
reclly unfair,

Now here’s another, you'll enjoy. I'm
sure you'd agree that most little kids like
lollipops. Well, guess what! If you live in
Spokane, Washington, you are not allowed
to buy a lollipop if you are a child. If's the
law! If your family car drips oil or anything
else for that matter, Green Bay, Wisconsin,
is not the place to be. There is a one-dollar
fine for every drip your car makes on the
pavement. Speaking of cars, if you like
comics, don't get caught reading them if
you are riding in a car in Norman,
Oklahoma. It's against
the law.

Now here's the best
one. In Winnetka, llinois,
it's against the law to
take your shoes off in a
thecater if your feet smell.

Faulty Opinion et

Fact or Opinion 65
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Is That a Fact?

Directions: Read each statement and write O if it states an opinion
or F if it states a fact. Then, give a reason for each answer.

I._____The most impressive view of China’s Great Wall is from a space shuttle as it orbits
Earth.

2. Built between H00s s.c. and Ap. 1600s, the Great Wall was the greatest engineering |
feat of its time. |

3. The Great Wall is the longest human-made structure in existence, with the main
part stretching over 2, 100 miles.

‘

4. Ifyouinclude the Great Wall's side sections and spurs, you can add another
1,800 miles or so to its total length, making it as long as the Nile River.

5.  The Chinese should rebuild all the sections of the Great Wall that have crumbled
over the centfuries.

6.  Everyone says that the Great Wall is China’s greatest national treasure.

Total Reading Grade & I % | Fact or Opinion




Name

Reading Skills: Fact or Opinion?

A fact is information that can be proved. An opinion is information that tells how someone
feels or what he or she thinks about something.

Directions: For each sentence, write F for fact or O for opinion. The first one has been done

for you.

o

Fact or Opinion

Each of the countries in South America has its own capital.

All South Americans are good swimmers.

People like the climate in Peru better than in Braazil.

The continent of South America is alimost completely surrounded by water.

The only connection with another continent is a narrow strip of land, called
the Isthmus of Panama, which links it fo North America.

The Andes Mountains run all the way down the western edge of the continent.

. The Andes are the longest continuous mountain barrier in the world.

The Andes are the most beautiful mountain range.

The Amazon River is the second longest river in the world—about 4,000
miles long.

. Half of the people in South America are Brazilians.

. Life in Brazil is better than life in other South American counfries.
. Brazil is the best place for South Americans to live.

. Cape Hom is af the southern tip of South America.

. The largest land animat in South America is the tapir, which reaches a length

of 6 to 8 feet.

g; Total Reading Grade 6
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You Be the Judge

The lawyer is asking the witnesses many questions. Some of
the answers are facts, and some are opinions. The judge
will only accept facts.

Directions: Read each question and answer. Check fact
or opinion next to each answer. If you checked fact,
write a second answer that is an opinion. If you checked
opinion, write a second answer that is a fact.

fact I. question: Mr. Wallace, what was the stranger wearing?
answer: He was wearing a blue coat, red scarf, black slacks,
and black shoes.

opinion

fact 2. question: Mr. Henry, what did you hear from your window?
j opinion answer. | heorcfi a sound that must have been the intruder 7
breaking in. {

fact 3. question: Ms. Harris, what time did you notice the broken lock?

opinion answer: It was 10:15 pm, just as I arrived home.

fact H. question: Mrs. Patterson, do you know the owner of the stolen

opinion painting?
answer: He is the nicest boss [ have ever worked for.

fact 5. question: Mr. Samuels, was the painfing insured?

opinion answer. Yes, the painting was insured for ten thousand dollars.

fact 6. question: Miss Ryan, did you see the defendant take the painting?

opinion answer:. Of course he took it! It had to be him. |

= |
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Chilies

Directions: Read about chilies. Find the one
opinion in each passage and write it on
the lines.

Chilies are hot or sweet peppers. They are part of the "nightshade” family of plants
that also includes potatoes and tomatoes. Potatoes and fomatoes taste better than
chilies, though.

Opinion:

Chilies were originally grown in Central and South America. By the [5th century,
Europeans were cooking with them and drying them to use as a spice. European dishes
taste better now than they did before chilies were used in them.

Opinion:

Although it is really a Mexican recipe, every inteligent American loves chili con carne.
It is made with spicy meat, beans, and chilies. Today, most Americans call that dish “chili.”

Opinion:

Some people think that all chilies are hot. Therefore, they never eat any of them. What
a silly beliefl There are many different kinds of red, yellow, and green chilies. Even red chilies
can be sweet,

Opinion:

Fact or Opinion E r Total Reading Grade 6




Words With aqua and aque

aqua, ague water
agualung breathing equipment for underwater swimming or diving
agucamarine  a bluish sea-green color
cquaplane a wide board that is towed by a motorbodat, like a single
warter ski
aguarium an crtificial pond or tank of water where live water animals

aquatic growing or living in water
aqueduct a channel That carries large amounts of water

and water plants are kept; ¢ building where such collections
are exhibited

Directions: Divide the following words info parts so that aqua (or aque) is separate.

2.
3.
Y.

Example: agua rum

aguamarine

aqualung

agquaplane

aqueduct

Directions: Complete each sentence using a word from the word box.

b
i
3.

Root Words

To go scuba diving, you need to wear an

The children bought a variety of fish for the

Seaweed is an
plant.

The Romans used an
to fransport water
from one place o another,

Susan liked to waterski, but her brother
John preferred to use an

Total Reading Grade 6
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Leonardo da Vinci

Leonardo da Vinci was the greatest
artist of all fime. He is remembered not only
as ¢ painter, but also as a sculptor, a
musician, an inventor, an astronomer, a
scientist, and an engineer.

Leonardo was born in 1452 in Vinci, Italy.

As a young boy. he showed a talent for
mathematics and painting. His father took
him fo Florence, Italy, to study painting and
engineering. Florence was the best place
to learn because so many gifted people
lived there. Leonardo became well known
in Florence as a young painter. Soon he
wags painfing better than his teachers. In
1472, at the age of twenty, Leonardo was
asked to join the painter’s guild in Florence.
The painter’s guild was the best place for
Leonardo. He could finally be recognized
among other great arfists.

When Leonardo was thirty years old, he
decided to move to Milan, italy. He began
working for the Duke of Milan. The Duke
wanted to make Milan a beautiful and

Total Reading Grade 6

flying machine

famous city, like Florence. While in Milan,
Leonardo painted the most famous
painting in history—The Last Supper. People
came from many countries 1o see the
painting. Today, the painting is sfill found on
the wall of the little church in Italy.

In 1499, Leonardo returned to Florence.
There he painted his other famous painting,
the Mona Lisa. The Mona Lisa was ¢
painting of a twenty-four-year-old wife of a
wealthy merchant. Her name was Lisa
del Gioconda. Her mysterious smile is the
most fascinating part of the painting.

Leonardo is remembered for other
contributions. He sketched designs for flying
machines and parachutes long before
anyone believed people could fly.
Leonardo also drew defailed sketches of
the human body and how it worked. He
wrote thousands of pages of notes on
mathematics and science.

Leonardo da Vinci is the most important
artist of all time not only because of his
paintings, but also because of his scientific
cnd mathematical inventions. Many of his
skefches and notes have been used over
the years to help scientists and inventors
make new discoveries.

; 5 % Fact or Opinion



Name

Leonardo da Vinci

Directions: Are the following statements facts or opinions? Write F if the stafement is a
fact and O if the statement is an opinion.

l. Leonardo da Vinci is the most important artist of all time.

2. Leonardo painted The Last Supper in a small church in Milan.
3. As a child, Leonardo was talented at mathematics and painting.
4. Many of Leonardo’s sketches were used to help scienftists and inventors

make new discoveries,

5. __ lLeonardo was not happy until he joined the painter’s guild in Florence.

6. _  The Last Supperis the world’s most famous painting.

7. ____ The Mona Lisa’s mysterious smile is the most inferesting part of that painting.
8. _  Tounderstand The Last Supper, you have to travel to the small church in Italy

where it was painted.
qQ, Leonardo retfurned to Florence in 1449Q,

10. Florence was the best place for Leonardo to study as a young boy.

Fact or Opinion IN E i Total Reading Grade 6




What Do You Think?

Directions: Read each sentence. Write two sentences explaining
what could have caused each event to happen.

I. The bird ceased its singing in the forest.

a.

.

2. Tim came home crying. His backpack was open,

a.

B,

3. Five hundred people laughed at Lana as she stood in the bright light.

@,

b.

4. The saddled horse galloped onto the track without a jockey.

a.

b.

5. Pam saf soaking wet on the bench with her friends.

Q.

b.

6. Martin stared with mouth agape at his teacher, Mr. Lancaster,

Q,

b.

Total Reading Grade 6 Cause and Effect

T g

——




Name

Reading Skills: Cause and Effect

A cause is the reason something happens. The effect is what happens as the result of
the cause.

Directions: Read the paragraphs below. For each numbered sentence, circle the cause
or causes and underline the effect or effects. The first one has been done for you.

(D Allliving things in the ocean are endangered

bylhumans polluting the oneDPoHuTion occurs

in several ways. One way is the dumping of certain
waste materials, such as garbage and sewage,
info the ocean. (2) The decaying bacteria that
feed on the garbage use up much of the oxygen
in the surrounding water, so other creatures in the
area often don’t get enough.

Other substances, such as radioactive waste

material, can also cause pollution. These materials are often placed in the water in securely
sealed containers. (3) But after years of being exposed to the ocean water, the containers
may begin to leak.

Qil is another major source of concern. M) Cil is spilled info the ocean when tankers run
aground and sink or when oil wells in the ocean cannot be capped. (8) The oil covers the
gills of fish and causes them o smother. (6) Diving birds get the oil on their wings and are
unable fo fly. (7) When they clean themselves, they are often poisoned by the oil.

Rivers also can contribute to the pollution of oceans. Many rivers receive the runoff
water from farmlands. (8) Fertilizers used on the farms may be carried to the ocean, where
they cause a great increase in the amount of certain plants. Too much of some plants can
actually be poisonous to fish.

Worse yet are the pesticides carried to the ocean. These chemicals slowly build up in
shellfish and other small animals. These animals then pass the pesticides on to the larger
animals that feed on them. (9) The buildup of these chemicals in the animals can make
them ill or cause their babies to be born dead or deformed.

Cause and Effect 73 Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Television

The invention of the television changed
the world in many important ways. Television
has given people the opportunity 1o see
and hear people, places, and events from
around the world. More than 98 percent of
all U.S. homes have a television. Television is
now an important form of communication,
allowing people instant access to current
events.

Television does not have just ocne
inventor. In the 1800s, an Italian inventor
named Marconi discovered how to send
signals through the air as electromagnetic
waves. His invention was the radio. This set
the stage for the invention of television. In
the early 1900s, a young American named
Philo Farnsworth began experimenting. He
had an idea to send pictures as well as
sound through the air. This idea resulted in
the invention of the electronic television
camera.

About the same time, an American
scientist named Vladimir Zworykin invented
the iconoscope and the kinescope. The
iconoscope was a television camera. The
kinescope was a picture tube to receive
and show the picture. In 1929, Zworykin
made the first television system.,

Total Reading Grade 6

But how does a television work? The
picture that you see is the result of three
steps. First, light and sound waves are
changed into electronic signals. The light
and sound waves come from the scene
that is being televised. Next, these
electronic signals are passed through the air
to be received by individual television sefts.
Last, the television set unscrambles the
signals. In this way, a picture is "moved”
from the original scene to your television seft.

These three steps happen because light
and sound waves can be made intfo
electronic signals. Light waves are picked
up and changed into electronic signals by a
camera. sound waves are picked up and
changed into electronic signals by a
microphone. The camera signals are called
video, and the microphone signals are
called audio.

To produce electric signals in color,
certain color signals are added to the
video. Three primary colors of light—red,
blue, and green—are used to produce
pictures in color.

With the advent of digital fechnology.
televisions have wider screens and pictures
that are even clearer.

Cause and Effect



Name

Television

Directions: Fill in the chart below with information from the passage.

Cause Effect

I Television pictures appear in color,

A camera picks up light waves. 2.

Viadimir Zworykin invents the iconoscope 3.
and the kinescope.

U, The electronic television camera is
invenied.
5 People can see and hear people, places,

and events from around the world.

More than A8 percent of all U.S. homes 6.
have a television.

v A Electronic signals are received by
television sets.

Marconi invents the radio. 8.

a. A picture is "moved” from the original
scene fo a television set.

Digital technology is becoming readily 10.
available.

Cause and Effect % ‘ Total Reading Grade 6
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Put Them Together

Directions: Find the causes and effects that make sense together. Write the complete
cause/effect sentences on the lines provided.

Hsalamcloek ] Therewersno She was He forgot fo
didn’t go off. dishes, bowls, overtired. use sunblock.
| glasses, or siverware
for breakfast. . |
{
Her pictures His car engine He went to the |
didn’t turn He forgot to start | overheated. | police station.
out. the dishwasher - ' |
i t I
g il et There was The leaves !
He got a an accident and flowers |
i withered.
terible | She called 02;::30 J E
sunburn. emergency p ‘/ \ .
[Cgdsevice) She stayed up oo
disappointed. She left for work.
reed | thelens | ki : T |
gop e ' wdater the Te ?{O
He heard an = ' His wallet plants for : U; i
explosion. camera. !‘ was stolen. 30 Weekij- raffic jam. -
l.
2 R R
3.
Y. _
5. o
6.
" S -
8.
qQ.
10. - . - NI . I
s § 75:‘ i i
Total Reading Grade 6 76 Cause and Effect



Name

Shiloh

A simile is a comparison using the words like or as.
Example: The pile of laundry was as high as a mountain by the time our washer was fixed.

Directions: Underline the similes in these sentences. Write another simile with the same or
nearly the same meaning.

. My dream leaks out like water in a paper bag.

2. 1 hold Shiloh as carefully as [ carry Becky when she's asleep.

3.I'm as happy as a flea on a dog.

4. Keeping Shiloh a secret is like having a bomb waiting to go off.

5. I'm as tense as a cricket at night.

6. Ma hums to Shiloh like he's a baby in a cradle.

Directions: Complete these sentences with a simile of your own.

|. Shiloh looked at Dara Lynn like

2. Doc Murphy was as gentle as with Shiloh.

3. Judd frying to be nice was like

Y. The Prestons were happy as
to have Shiloh.
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It's Like . ..

Directions: Underline the simile in each sentence. The first one has been done for you.

I. Affer staying up all night to study for her big test, Sarah looked like a lifeless plant.

2. When it came time to sing at choir practice, she sounded like a cat
screeching at the top of its lungs.

3. But she still locked as pretty as a flower,

4. Fortunately, she felt as good as new after a short nap in the afternoon.

5. That’'s why she was able to run like the wind at frack practice that evening.
6. Of course she was as hungry as a horse come dinnertime, after such a long doy..
7. Sarah slept like a rock that night,

8. She was as happy as a clam to find out the next day that she got a "B” on her fest!
9. No one would have ever guessed that she had studied like a maniac for it.

10. Sarah resolved that she would never again wait until the last minute o study; like
clockwork, she would study a littie bit each night for the entire semester.

Directions: Now, write five similes of your own. Don‘t forget to include like or asin each
one.

Total Reading Grade 6 ﬁ Simites, Metaphors, and |dioms




Name

Compared to What?

A simile compares two different things and states the comparison directly by using the
word as or like. A metaphor makes a comparison without stating it directly.

Example: The basketball player was a fower next to his other teammates.

Directions: Underline the metaphors in the following sentences. The first one has been
done for you.

I. The airplane was a bullet in the sky.

2. From the plane, the river was a silver ribbon winding

through the landscape. E‘;___. '

3. The clouds were ghostly battleships sailing across the sky.

4. The snow-capped peaks were ice cream cones jufting
into the sky.

5. The sunset was o bonfire in the sky.
6. The plane’s shadow was a giant bird skimming effortlessly across the farm fields below.
7. Chicago was on fire with lights as we approached the airport at dusk.

8. The exciting city was a breath of fresh air fo us folks from the country.

Directions: Now, write five metaphors of your own.

Similes, Metaphors, and Idioms " ; g Total Reading Grade 6




Name

Words With dict

dict to say
dictate to say something aloud that will be written or recorded by
another; to command or order
dictator a ruler with unlimited power
diction a style of speaking; the degree of preciseness or clarity in
speech
predict to foretell or say ahead of fime that something will happen
verdict a judgment or decision, especially that of a jury in a court case

Directions: Circle the root that means
“to say” in the following words.

. diction

i

predict
3. dictator

4. verdict

Directions: Complete each sentence using a word from the word box.

I. The foreman of the jury announced the : not guilty.

2. The actor was very careful of his during the audition.

3. The manager will the new rules to the employees.

4. that my little brother will have a dent in his new bike before the
end of the week.

Total Reading Grade 6 8 Root Words




Name

Which Is Which?

Directions: Label each sentence simile or metaphor.

L ® N o 0 E w

4. _

15.

Total Reading Grade 6

There was no use frying to help Rachel with her problem; all she
did was bark at me,

The neighbors” music was so loud that we felt like we were at ¢
rock concert.

The breeze was like a cool drink on @ hot day.

After a few days, the house was a work of art.

The chair looked ugly, but it was as comfortable as a worn shoe.
The blueberries we picked were precious jewels of sweetness.
Karen smelled like a bouquet of flowers in the springtime.
Grandma’s pie tasted like a slice of heaven.

“Stop being such a couch potato and do something with your
day!” her mom cried.

The house was ¢ train wreck on stilts.
Mike has a hard exterior, but on the inside he’s all cream cheese.

The terrible smell, which was as foul as rotten eggs, hit us as soon
as we walked through the door.

My little brother is the family policeman; he opens his mouth
whenever he notices someone doing something they’re not
supposed fo.

| was prepared to babysit for Belinda's two brothers, but when she
showed up with a whole army of kids, | had to put my foot down.

Don‘t let his innocent looks fool you; he's as sly as a fox.

iy
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Name

Calling All Idioms

An idiom is a word or phrase that has taken on a different meaning than its actuat one.
Some idioms are so common that we don’t even think about them. The expression
“putting your foot in your mouth,” for example, means saying something embarrassing
or stupid.

Directions: Underline the idioms in the following sentences.
The first one has been done for you.

I. You're lucky you keep winning, but don’t push your luck.

2. My dad called me on the carpet affer viewing my report card. %
3. We're all in the same boat herel!
4. Jared was putting me on. >
5. By a vote of 8-3, the board turned down the proposal.
6. Since Mr. Smith was absent, they asked Ms. Nakano to fill in. %
7. We ran into Nicki and Sammy it the fair. r i
8. The pizza at City Pies is out of this world.
Directions: Write a sentence using each of the idioms from the box:

break down grow up set up run down

strike out bottle up shake down check out

i e
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Name

Extra! Extra!

Directions: The following are opening sentences for arficles that appeared in the most
recent edition of Mercerville Monthly. Read each one and predict the purpose of the
article. Write persuade, inform, or entertain on the line.

There's no doubt in my mind that
Michael Jordan is the best basketball player
that has ever lived.

On Friday night, the Town Council voted
unanimously to create a scholarship fund
to send Mercerville’s brightest students to
college.

2.

Everyone has been wondering about
our fown’s newest, most famous resident,
comedian Slick Anderson. Well, Slick took
me on a tour of his multi-million-clollar estate
today, and what he showed me made me
laugh so hard my stomach hurt. Wait until
you hear about Slick’s collection of
humorous cartoon memorabilial

3.

Café de Cochon, located at 33 Main
Street, serves light French food at
reasonable prices.

Y.

Some people say the solution to
Mercerville's beetle problem is to spray a
deadly insecticide. But why risk poisoning
our pets, the environment, and even
ourselves? | have a better plan for getiing
rid of the unwanted beetles, and not only
is it safer for the environment but it won't
cost the townspeople any money.

5.

Total Reading Grade 6

Six houses have been burglarized since
the town’s Neighborhood Watch program
was dismantfled, according to Police Chief
Carmen DeSoto.

6.

As mayor of this town, Bob Thorpe has
done nothing but deceive people. Mike
Fernandez is an honest and hardworking
alternative to Mr. Thorpe, and everyone
should vote for him on Election Day.

7.

How is it that this tfown can raise
thousands of dollars for the Mercerville High
boys’ basketball team but the
championship-winning girls’ team can't
even afford new uniforms? [t's fime for
Mercerville to give female athletes the
respect they deserve!

Predicting Qutcomes




Name

No Day at the Beach

Directions: Read each story fragment. Then, write ¢
possible outcome. When you have finished, read your
completed story!

All week, my family had been looking forward to spending Saturday at Brewster Beach.
Then, on Friday night, my little sister got an earache, and my mom said we’d probably
have to take her to the doctor the next day. Fortunately,

Saturday started out as a beautiful day. We all woke up early and my dad made
waffles. We put on our swimsuits and packed the car. But, when my mom fried to start
the car, it

But then, it began to rain! We were five minutes from the beach when sheets of water
fell from the sky. We thought the rain would ruin our day for sure. So we pulled over, and

When we finally got to the beach, all the other families were already packing their
things to go. My sister begged to stay for an hour or so, so we sprecd out our blanket
even though the air was getting cool. | decided to feel the water. But | had no sooner
dipped in my big toce when [ was attacked by a swarm of mosquitoes! They were
everywhere!

We were all grumpy that night. What a disaster! | have a feeling it’ll be a while before
we plan another trip to Brewster Beach.

Predicting Qutcomes 83 Total Reading Grade 6




What Will Happen?

Name

Directions: Read each situation. Then, use what you know to make a prediction. ®

H ave a good day, and please don't
forget to shut the windows before you leave
for school!” said Mrs. Martin, rushing to
catch her bus.

Max was eating breakfast and finishing
the homework assignment he had forgotten
fo do last night. Twenty minutes later, he
looked up at the clock. If he didn’t hurry,

|. Predict what Max will find when he gets home.

he would miss his bus. Max shoved his
homework and books info his backpack
and ran out the door, making sure it was
locked.

It was during math class that Max heard
thunder and a howling wind and noticed
the dark storm clouds.

"Oh, no,” Max moaned to himself,

M ary Beth had 10 more problems to
finish before she could meet her friends. If
she hadn’t wasted so much time on the
computer after dinner while she was
supposed to be doing homework, she could
have been outside having fun with them
right now. Within a half-hour Mary Beth was
out the door,

2. Predict what Mary Beth will do differently.

Only a few minutes later, she heard her
mother calling her. "Mary Beth! It's time to
come inl”

She barely had a chance to play.
Reluctantly, Mary Beth left her friends and
went inside, She was determined to do
things differently tomorrow.

The Johnsons are away for the week.
They have hired Dennis to get their mail
and newspaper each afternoon while they
are gone.

When Dennis gets home from school on
Monday. he collects their mail and paper.

3. Predict the outcome when the Johnsons return from their trip.

On Tuesday, he has soccer practice all
afternoon and forgets. On Wednesday, he
goes to a friend’s house and stays overnight.
Except for Monday, in fact, Dennis forgets
to get the mail and paper every day that
week,

Total Reading Grade 6

Predicting Outcomes




Name

What Happens Next?

Directions: Do you like to read comic strips? Have you ever tried to predict the outcome
before reading the last frame? Well, here’s your chance to show what you know about
cats, predict what will happen, and be an artist, too! Read the frames below. Then, draw

the ending.

Oh, look af that ['m going to catch
beautiful butterfly!

Oh, you're frying to
get away from me!

Predicting Outcomes Total Reading Grade 6




Athlete Mix-Up

I. My sport can be played outside orinside.

I don't usually play on a tfeam, but,
sometimes, I have a partner. 1 have to
hit a ball over a net, but not with my
hands. Once [ pulled a muscle while
practicing my killer serve.

I'ma

. My sport is almost always played outside.
[don’t play on a team. I have to hit a
ball over and over again, but not with
my hands. My dream is to someday
make a “hole in one.” [ can take a cart
instead of walking tfo get from one part
of the course to another.

I'ma

. My sport is always played inside. It
involves trying to knock over things. |
don’t have to wear a uniform when |
compete in my sport, but [ do have to
wear special shoes. | am happy when |
make a “strike.”

I'ma

. My sport is played outside by teams.

There are lotfs of skills involved in my sport:
kicking, throwing, catching. and running.
Some of my feammates are pretfty big,
especially the linebacker, He looks even

Directions: Read each description of an athlete. Draw a conclusion about what type of
athlete is described. Write your answers on the lines.

bigger when he's wearing his uniform
and all his padding.

'

. When [ was a little kid, I fantasized about

swinging through the frees like a monkey.
Now, I can swing, jump, dance, and do
flips, foo. My sport is usudlly played inside.
[ practice my routine and try to be
graceful so | will impress the judges on
competition day.

I'ma

. My sport can be played outside or inside

However, it can’t be played outside
when the weather is cold. [ go fast by
kicking my legs as I pull with my arms.
Sometimes, [ race against other people,
and, sometimes, [ race against the clock.
In long races, [ have tfeammates who
take over when I have finistied my laps.

I'ma

. Look, no hands needed in my sport! lam

not allowed to touch the ball with my
hands. Usually 1 kick it, but I can bounce
it off my head, too. I run from one end
of the field to the other. frying to get the
ball past the goalie and into the net.

I'ma

Total Reading Grade &
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Name

The Missing Painting

Directions: Read the following mystery and answer the questions.

D etective Doolittle couldn’t sleep. He
was puzzled by the facts of his latest case. A
priceless painting had been reported stolen
from the home of Neptune Island’s wealthiest
resident, Eloise Rappaport. He didn't find any
evidence and there were no witnesses, either.
Who could have sneaked into the Rappaport
home in broad daylight and stolen a painting
the size of a refrigerator? It just didn’t seem
possible.

The next day, Detective Doolittle drove
back fo the crime scene. Miss Rappaport et
him in and took him to the library where the
robbery had taken place.

“So tell me again, in your own words, what
happened,” said Dodlittle.

“Well,” said Miss Rappaport, "It was
Saturday afternoon and it was very hot—you
know, usual July weather. | had just come
back from lunch at my friend Marcia’s house
when | noticed that the library door was open.
It was around 2:30. [ didn’t think much of it so
Iwent upstairs to change for the cocktail party
| was to go to that night. When | came back
downstairs, | heard the phone ringing. [ went
to pick up the extension in the library—that’s
when | noticed that my painting was missing!”

“And you didn‘t see or hear anything
strange that day?” the detective asked.

I. Why does Detective Doclitile say that Miss Rappaport is lying?

“No, but there is something that’s been
bothering me. At the fime | didn’t think
anything of it but I saw my neighbor, Fred, on
his way into the Post Office the very next day
with a giant box, big enough to fit my painting
in, marked ‘Fragile.” | offered to give him a
ride home but he acted really strange and
ran away. I've always thought he was a weird
fellow.”

“Hmmm ..." said Detective Doolittle. He
was frustrated: he'd never had so much
trouble cracking a case before. Something
about Miss Rappaport’s story was froubling
him. “Thanks for your help. I'll be going now.
Just one more question-—who was on the
phone when you took that call in the library
that day?”

"Oh,” she said, "it was the gardener,
Theresa. She was calling to tell me she wouldn’t
be in that day because she had to drive her
daughter to kindergarten, I'll tell you, she has
been trouble since I hired her last summer. |
wouldn't be surprised if she was the one who
took the painting!”

*Maybe she did, Miss Rappaport,” said
Detective Doolittle angrily, “but you're the
one who's lying!”

2. What do you think happened to the painting? What makes you think so?

3. On another sheet of paper, write G conclusion to the story.

Drawing Conclusions 87 Total Reading Grade 6
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| Conclude. ..

Directions: When you read, you use information in the text as well as what you know to
draw conclusions. Read the following facts and think about what you know. Make a
check mark next to the correct conclusion. Then, write another conclusion for each of
the facts.

AU

I. Dolphins sleep just under the surface of the water

but come up for air at three to four minute intervals.
= ) s

-~

— Dolphins are not fish but mammals.

Dolphins are light sleepers.

2. Hydroponics, the cultivation of plants in water, was once used by the ancient Aztecs
and Chinese, and is currently in use year-round in many greenhouses where the climate
makes it impossible fo grow plants oufside.

Hydroponics is not a new method of growing plants.

— Hydroponics is an efficient method of plant cultivation.

3. Between 1850 and 1996, the population of New York City went from 7,891,957 to
7,380,906, while the population of Dallas went from 434,462 fo |,053,292.

New York City is one of the largest cities in the world,

— The population of a city can increase or decrease over time.

4. An elephant eats about 1/20 of its own body weight daily, while a mouse eats as
much as its weight.

An elephant eats an enormous amount of food each day.

A smaller animal such as the mouse eats more in relation to its size.

5. Inless than a decade, the landfills in over half of the 50 states will be filled to capacity.
We are running out of room for all the garbage we produce.

Landfills are not the best solution for disposing of garbage.

e i il
Total Reading Grade 6 88 Drawing Conclusions




Name

Summarizing

A summary is a brief retelling of the main ideas of a reading selection. To summarize, write
the author’s most important points in your own words.

Directions: Write a two-sentence summary for each paragraph.

The boll weevil is a small beetle that is native to Mexico. It feeds inside
the seed pods, or bolls, of cotton plants. The boll weevil crossed into
Texas in the late 1800s. It has since spread into most of the
cofton-growing areas of the United States. The boll weevil causes hundreds
of millions of dollars worth of damage to cotton crops each year.

Summary:

Each spring, female boll weevils open the buds of young cotton plants
with their snouts. They lay eggs inside the buds, and the eggs soon hatch
intfo worm-like grubs. The grubs feed inside the buds, causing the buds to
fall from the plant. They eat their way from one bud to ancther. Several
generations of boll weevils may be produced in a single season.

Summary:

The coming of the boll weevil fo the United States caused tremendous damage to
cotton crops. Yet, there were some good results, too. Farmers were forced to plant other
crops. In areas where a variety of crops were raised, the land is in better condition than
it would have been if only cotton had been grown.

summary:

Summarizing '5 0 Total Reading Grade 6
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Prefix Crossword

A prefix is a word part added to the beginning of a word that changes its meaning.

Directions: Match the words in the word box with their definitions below. Write them in
the correct places in the puzzie.

Across Down
k. not usual 5. not making sense
2. fill again 6. not certain
3. middle of the night 7. count wrongly
Y. set again 8. take away frost
(RS
Prefixes and Suffixes 9

Total Reading Grade 6




Name

At the Movies

Directions: What is your favorite movie of all fime? Imagine that you
are the arts and entertainment writer for a major newspaper. Write
a summary of this movie including its fopic, main idea, names of main
characters, and the important events that fook place. Then, write a
paragraph at the end to tell why you think people should see it.

Total Reading Grade 6 l% ‘
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Name

Neon Lights

Directions: A summary should include only the important details from a selection. Read
the paragraph. Summarize it on the lines below. Then, go back and circle the sentences
from the article that contained details that were not important for your summary.

When we think of neon lights, we think
of the signs we see in sfore windows. That
light is different from the light produced by
an ordinary light bulb in a lamp. The light
in neon lamps is produced by neon, a gas
found in the air all around us. Neon gas,
which is what is in neon lights, is colorless.
When the sign is turned on, an electric
current flows through the tube. The electrons

in the neon gas get a burst of energy from
the electric current. As each electron sefties
down, it releases a photon of light. The
photons fravel to our eyes and we see red
light. Even though this light appears to glow
continuously, the electrons are redlly like
little lights blinking on and off. When the
sign is turned off again, the neon gas

becomes colorless.

Summarizing

Total Reading Grade 6



Summarizing a Personal Narrative

Directions: Read the following narrative. Then, follow the directions.

My Greatest Fear

[ am scared of spiders. | redlize this is not a logical fear, but | f
cannot help myself, | have been frightened by spiders since | was very 7
young. For the following three reasons, spiders will never be pets of mine.

The first reason that [ am scared of spiders is their appearance. | do noft like their eight
wispy, creepy legs. Spiders are never easily seen, but rather dark and unattractive. They
are often hairy, and the mere thought of multiple eyeballs gives me shivers.

Spiders are not well-behaved. They are sly and always ready 1o sneak up on innocent
victims. Spiders have habits of scurrying across floors, dropping from ceilings. and dangling
from cobwebs. One never knows what 1o expect from a spider.

Finally, I am scared of spiders due to a "spider experience” as a child. Having just
climbed into bed, I noticed a particularly nasty-looking spider on the ceiling over my bed.
My father came in to dispose of it, and it fell into bed with me. The thought of it crawling
over me drove me from the bed shrieking. After that, [ checked the ceiling nightly before
getting info bed.

Many people love spiders. They are good for the environment and are certainly needed
on our planet. However, because of my fear, irrational though it may be, ['d rather just
avoid contact with arachnids.

Directions: Write a four-sentence summary of the narrative.

Total Reading Grade 6 92 Summarizing
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Facts to Back it Up

The statements you read in a newspaper article should be objective, or based on facts
and not the writer’s opinion. The writer should provide these facts fo back up the story.

Directions: Read the following articie carefully. Then, foliow the instructions at the bottom

of the page.

New Movie Theater Planned
By Marilyn Moore

Everyone who lives in the Oakdale
section of town is excited about the movie
theater planned for construction. The site
where they want to buiid it is an empty lot.
There is nothing there but frees and a bike
path. Having a big movie theater is better
than having only trees. The architect’s plans
for the building are perfect. And they wiil

I. Circle all the facts that are given in the artficle.

build a new sidewalk to let people who live
south of Lawrence Street walk there. People
will spend lots of time at the movie theater
because everyone loves movies. The

biggest benefit of having the theater is that
when it opens, all the kids my age will get
part-time jobs there.

2. Underline all the sentences from the article that reflect the author’s opinion.

3. Teli why you do or do not think the article is objective.

4. On the lines below, rewrite this arficle so that it is objective.

Critical Thinking 93
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To Get the Vote

Directions: Read the following passage. Then, answer the questions.

Imogine how different life would be if rights could be denied to them as well.
women had never been given the right to The struggle for women’s right to vote
vote! Before 1920, no woman in the United  continued for many years. Susan B. Anthony,
States could vote in an election. There were  another activist, actually cost a vote in the

also laws that limifed their right to own 1872 presidential election and was arrested
property, and many colleges and as a result. During her trial, she told the
employers would not accept female judge that she had voted “to educate all
applicants. women to do precisely as [ have done,

In the mid-1800s, women and men all rebel against your man-made, unjust,
over the country began speaking unconstitutional forms of law.”

out in favor of giving women more Her plan may have worked,
rights. In 1848, a conference was B because the demand for the right
held in Seneca Falls, New York, to to vote only increased in the late
bring together people who 19th and early 20th centuries.
believed in more rights for women. Finally, in 1920, Congress added
Many famous people attended the 19th Amendment fo the

the conference including Elizabeth Constitution: "The right of citizens
Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, of the United States to vote shall
Frederick Douglass, and Sojourner not be denied or abridged by the
Truth. They felt that, as long as United States or by any State on
women were unable to vote, other account of sex.”

1. What was the author’s purpose for writing this passage— fo inform, entertain,
persuade, or express beliefs?

2. What is the main idea of this passage?

3. Why do you think activists believed that women would be denied many rights as
long as they could not vote?

4. How would your life be different if women had never been given the right to vote?
On another sheet of paper, write a paragraph to explain your answer,

Total Reading Grade 6 94 Critical Thinking
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Keep Behavin’

It was tfime for another of Mr. Fridley’s science classes on behaviors. This fime, the
class was going fo discuss learned behaviors. Mr. Fridley explained that learned behaviors
are behaviors that change as a result of experience.

First, Mr. Fridley explained learning by association. This type of learning connects
a stimulus with a particular response. He asked if anyone could give him an example.
Lee suggested that when the bell rings at the end of class, the students put away their
pens and pick up their books. Mr. Fridley congratulated Lee on his answer and said that
the students learned to associate the stimulus of the bell with the response of leaving
class.

There are several kinds of learning by association. One results in a conditioned
response—a desired response to an unusual stimulus. Mr. Fridley reminded them of lvan
Pavlov’s experiments with dogs. In the experiments, Paviov found that dogs salivated
when they smelled meat. Paviov began ringing a bell every time he was about to give
meat to a dog. In time, the dog salivated when the bell rang, whether or not there was
any meat, Pavlov had trained the dogs to respond to the bell instead of the food.

Another kind of learning by association involves teaching animals to act in a certain
way by rewarding them for their behavior. This is called posifive reinforcement and may
be as simple as a rat pressing a lever to get food. This type of learmning, however, may
also involve a complex series of tasks.

Match:
conditioned response study hard—get a good grade
positive reinforcement hear siren—panic

Underline:

Both types of learning by association involve . . .
a stimulus. a learned association,
aresponse., experiments.

Circle:

If a squirrel learns to climb info a bird feeder to obtain food, it has leamed by . . .
conditioned response. unconditfioned response.
posifive reinforcement. negative reinforcement.

Write examples of something you have learned by conditioned response and something
you have learned by positive reinforcement.

i T
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What’s the Difference?

One day, David and Donald were discussing alligators. David insisted that alligators
and crocodiles were the same animal but that people called them by different names.
Donald insisted, however, that the two animals were entirely different reptiles. Kim walked
up just in fime fo save the boys from further squabbling. Kim, who had lived in Florida for
ten years, could settle this one.

She told David that alligators and crocodiles are separate reptiles. She told them that
although they are similar-looking and are both called crocodilians, they are very different.
Both have a long, low, cigar-shaped body, short legs, and a long, powerful tail to help
them swim. But most crocodiles have a pointed snout instead of a round one like the
alligator’s. She also pointed out that while both have tough hides, long snouts, and sharp
teeth to grasp their prey, the crocodile is only about two-thirds as heavy as an American
alligator of the same length and can therefore move much more quickly. David and
Donald were impressed with Kim’s knowledge.

Kim also told the boys another way to tell the two reptiles apart. She said that both
have an extra long lower fourth tooth. This tooth fits into a pit in the alligator’s upper jaw,
while in the crocodile, it fits intfo a groove in the side of the upper jaw and shows when
the crocodile’s mouth is closed. David and Donald thanked Kim for the information,
looked at each other sheepishly, and walked away laughing.

Match:

crocodile fourth footh shows when mouth is shut
round snout
called crocodifian

alligator fourth tooth is in a pocket in upper jaw
poinfted snout

Directions: Write three ways alligators and crocodiles are alike and three ways they

are different. Alike Different

Name two other animals that are sometimes thought to be the same.

—

Total Reading Grade 6 96 Critical Thinking
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Cats and Dogs

Directions: Magda is comparing and contrasting her cat
Spike and her dog Fritz. Here's her chart.

SPIKE FRITZ
Tricks does nothing on command fetches, sits, shakes, begs
Destructiveness | claws furnifure and drapes chews shoes, slippers, and

anything left around

Food eafs only one kind of catf food |eats anything and everything
and only when he feels like it edible including stuff I don’f like

Grooming loves to be brushed loves fo be brushed

Breath not too bad if you like fish, which |0ad @nough fo knock you out
ldon't

Friendliness cuddly only when he wants to | Qlways happy. wagging fail
be cuddled licking my face, wantfing to play

has to be dragged through

Vet Visits could not care less the door

I. Use Magda’s chart to explain how Spike and Frifz are alike.

2. Use Magda’s chart o explain how Spike and Fritz are different.

3. Do you think one makes a better pet than the other? Why or why not?

Comparing and Contrasting 97 Total Reading Grade 6
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Pizza and Pie

Directions: You can use a Venn diagram to compare
and contrast things, ideas, facts, and people. As you
study the delicious-looking pizza and blueberry-peach

pie, list their similarifies and their distinguishing

characteristics on the diagram below.

Pizza
distinguishing
characteristics shared
P characteristics
\
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Directions: For each sentence beginning, choose the ending that
would best occur in a fantasy story. Draw a line to that ending.

Stranger Than Fiction

Fiction is about make-believe events. Redlistic fiction is based on events
that could happen in real life, but fantasy is based on impossible events.

The characters in the story
are like you and your friends,
and

. The story takes place fifty

years ago, and

. The story takes place in the

present, and the plot
problem involves

Famous historic figures
appear in the story, and

The story is set in @ faraway
land and

The main conflict in the story
is one that you might
encounter yourself, and

. The main character in this

story

The villain in this story

Fantasy or Reality

Name

Realistic Fiction

—

Fantas

= they enjoy the same activities you do.
« some can change themselves into animals.

« its characters are time travelers from the present.
» it reflects how people redlly lived then.

* space pirates hiding out on Earth.
 pirates hiding out on an island.

* their behavior matches the facts that we know about
them.

* they take part in events that could not have happened.

+ is a refelling of a myth from that country.
* reflects what life is like there today.

» it is solved by a group of kids working together,
* it is solved by magic.

* can fly like Superman.
* tries to fly like Superman.

¢ stole some jewels from the Museum of Natural History.

* stole some magic jewels from the Museum of Natural
History.

[y
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