KOREAN

CONVERSATION

ENGAGING DIALOGUES
TO LEARN KOREAN

LANGUAGE GURU



KOREAN CONVERSATION MADE NATURAL

Engaging Dialogues to Learn Korean

Language Guru

FIRST EDITION



Copyright © 2020. All rights reserved. This book or parts thereof may not
be reproduced in any form, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in
any form by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, or
otherwise—without prior written permission of the publisher, except as
provided by United States of America copyright law.



Books by Language Guru

English Short Stories for Beginners and Intermediate Learners
Spanish Short Stories for Beginners and Intermediate Learners
French Short Stories for Beginners and Intermediate Learners
Italian Short Stories for Beginners and Intermediate Learners
German Short Stories for Beginners and Intermediate Learners
Korean Short Stories for Beginners and Intermediate Learners
Portuguese Short Stories for Beginners and Intermediate Learners

Korean Short Stories for Beginners and Intermediate Learners

Fluent English through Short Stories

Fluent Spanish through Short Stories

English Conversation Made Natural
Spanish Conversation Made Natural
French Conversation Made Natural
Italian Conversation Made Natural
German Conversation Made Natural

Korean Conversation Made Natural



Portuguese Conversation Made Natural



Table of Contents

Introduction

How to Use This Book
A 1 & ME HA

M| 2 B AL MM

Al 3 X To| M

N 4 & 22 AZH=S

M| 5 ZF. "t XIe} e}

M 6 - HH IS

M| 7 2 S AEEOO| H|o|E

Xl 8 Xt Ex}

N9 & XA E”E

X 10 & 5| M

Ml 11 Z: &0 cljs}

H12 & M CH=

M| 13 & 7HE A7




Ml 14 ZEt-

Fxfol Ho|

Ml 15 & HdrH

Ml 16 &:. S2lut QIHF

N 17 2 A5 OtS7|

Nl 18 &: M4l FFoH7]

Nl 19 & A7t

M| 20 & (=0l 2 Xl

M| 21 & TASH X

Al 22 Et-

Xl 23

Xt
o .

X| 24 Et-

X| 25

Xt
o

X| 26 Et-

X| 27

Xt.
(o

Xl 28 Et-

| 29 Et-

Did You Enjoy the Read?

Answer Key



INTRODUCTION

We all know that immersion is the tried and true way to learn a foreign
language. After all, it's how we got so good at our first language. The
problem is, it's extremely difficult to recreate the same circumstances when
we are learning our second language. We come to rely so much on our
native language for everything, and it's hard to make enough time to learn
the second one.

We aren't surrounded by the foreign language in our home countries.
More often than not, our families can't speak this new language we want to
learn. Plus, many of us have stressful jobs or classes to attend. Immersion
can seem like an impossibility.

What we can do, however, is to gradually work our way up to
immersion, no matter where we are in the world. The way we can do this is
through extensive reading and listening. If you have ever taken a foreign
language class, chances are you are familiar with intensive reading and
listening. In intensive reading and listening, a small amount of text or a
short audio recording is broken down line by line, and every new word is
looked up in the dictionary.

Extensive reading and listening, on the other hand, is quite the
opposite. You read a large number of pages or listen to hours and hours of
the foreign language without worrying about understanding everything. You
look up as few words as possible and try to get through material from start
to finish as quickly as you can. If you ask the most successful language
learners, you'll find that the best results are delivered not by intensive
reading and listening but, rather, by extensive reading and listening. Volume
is exponentially more effective than total comprehension and memorization.



If you cannot understand native Korean speakers, it is precisely
because of a lack of volume. You simply have not read or listened enough
to be able to instantly understand people like you can in your native
language. This is why it's so important to invest as much time as possible
into immersing yourself in native Korean every single day.

To be able to read extensively, you must practice reading in the foreign
language for hours every single day. It takes a massive volume of text
before your brain stops intensively reading and shifts into extensive
reading. Until that point, be prepared to look up quite a few words in the
dictionary.

This book provides a few short Korean-language dialogues that you
can use to practice extensive reading. These conversations were written and
edited by native Korean speakers from South Korea. They use 100 percent
real Korean as used by native Korean speakers every single day.

We hope these dialogues help build confidence in your overall reading
comprehension skills and encourage you to read more native material. We
also hope that you enjoy the book and that it brings you a few steps closer
to extensive reading and fluency!



HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

To better simulate extensive reading, we recommend keeping things simple
and using the dialogues in the following manner:

1. Read each conversation just once and no more.

2. Whenever you encounter a word you don't know, first try to guess
its meaning by using the surrounding context before going to the dictionary.

3. After completing the reading for each chapter, test your
understanding of the dialogue by answering the comprehension questions.
Check your answers using the answer key located at the end of the book.

We also recommend that you read each conversation silently. While
reading aloud can be somewhat beneficial for pronunciation and intonation,
it's a practice aligned more with intensive reading. It will further slow down
your reading pace and make it considerably more difficult for you to get
into extensive reading. If you want to work on pronunciation and
intonation, a better option would be to speak to a tutor in the foreign
language so that you can practice what you have learned.

Memorization of any kind is completely unnecessary. Attempting to
forcibly push new information into your brain only serves to eat up your
time and make it that much more frustrating when you can't recall the
information in the future. The actual language acquisition process occurs
subconsciously, and any effort to memorize new vocabulary and grammar
structures will store this information only in your short-term memory.

If you wish to review new information that you have learned from the
dialogues, several other options would be wiser. Spaced Repetition Systems
(SRS) allow you to cut down on your review time by setting specific



intervals in which you are tested on information to promote long-term
memory storage. Anki and the Goldlist Method are two popular SRS
choices that give you the ability to review whatever information you'd like
from whatever material you'd like.

Trying to actively review everything you learned through these
conversational dialogues will slow you down on your overall path to
fluency. While there may be an assortment of things you want to practice
and review, the best way to go about internalizing new vocabulary and
grammar is to forget it! If it's that important, it will come up through more
reading and listening to other sources of Korean. Languages are more
effectively acquired when we allow ourselves to read and listen to them
naturally.

With that, it is time to get started with our main character Sang-chul
and his story told through 29 dialogues. Good luck, reader!
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English Translation

(Sang-chul has come to the student counseling office to change his
major.)

Sang-chul: I'm just not sure what kind of work I want to do.

Counselor: And that's perfectly normal. A lot of us drift around in life
trying to figure out where we belong.

Sang-chul: Well, it's certainly not chemistry. I can tell you that. I was really
good at it in high school, but I just don't think I can do it for the rest of my
life.

Counselor: I wish I could tell you what your true passion is. If I could, this
whole “choosing a major and career” thing would be much more
straightforward now, wouldn't it?

Sang-chul: You really should become a fortune teller.

Counselor: I know, right? When I come to work, I should just keep my mat
spread open. (This slang expression is commonly used to say that someone
is good at guessing.)

Sang-chul: Definitely. For now, I think I'll switch my major to “undecided”
and do a little soul searching.

Counselor: That's OK. That's exactly what college is for.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul goes over to his local PC bang to hang out and play video
games with his best friend Jong-seok.)

Jong-seok: Bah! I died again. This level is way too hard, man.

Sang-chul: Look. We don't have any teamwork. We're never gonna beat
this boss by acting separately.

Jong-seok: Our characters are like oil and water. They don't mix together.

Sang-chul: What if I distract him while you deal as much damage as
possible? When he starts targeting you, we will change places.

Jong-seok: So, like Tom and Jerry?
Sang-chul: Yeah, but there are two Jerrys. And they have weapons.
Jong-seok: Let's try it.
(The two resume playing.)
Jong-seok: Hey, we did it.
Sang-chul: Yay!

Jong-seok: I didn't even think that would work. That was great! Yo, we
should go out and get a snack to celebrate.

Sang-chul: Alright. Let's go.
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English Translation

(The two are inside their local convenience store browsing the store's
shelves.)

Sang-chul: So, what do you want to eat?
Jong-seok: Let's get sandwiches.

(The boys bring their purchases to the check-out counter. After paying
for their food, they leave and start eating outside the store.)

Jong-seok: Wow, this is really good. Is that avocado I taste?
Sang-chul: Avocado and bell peppers, I think.

Jong-seok: So, what's going on with you lately? You said that you changed
majors.

Sang-chul: Yeah. I have no idea what I want to do.
Jong-seok: Same. I don't even want to think about it.
Sang-chul: You eventually have to, right?
Jong-seok: Nope.

Sang-chul: How about when you turn 30?
Jong-seok: Not then either.

Sang-chul: 807?



Jong-seok: I will be a gamer to the day I die. When I die, you'll see the
keyboard and mouse still in my cold hands.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul works at a local pizza delivery shop as a part-time delivery
driver. Inside the store, Sang-chul and the pizza store's general
manager are chatting while folding pizza boxes.)

Kyung-hwa: So, I fired him. I understand that things come up, and you
might be late one day. But taking a dive without calling in is inexcusable.
(“Taking a dive” is a slang expression in Korean that means to disappear
completely without notifying anybody.)

Sang-chul: I see. He was friendly and fun to be around, but taking a dive
without calling in is pretty bad.

Kyung-hwa: It happens from time to time. So many college kids work
here, and some of them want to party all night. Then they are too hungover
or tired to come to work. I wish they would just call in at the very least.

Sang-chul: Wow, I think you're the most lenient boss I've ever had.

Kyung-hwa: Oh no. I would still fire them if that was the reason they
called in. We need a reliable team to run this place.

Sang-chul: Remind me to never get on your bad side.
Kyung-hwa: You'd be one of the first ones I would promote, honestly.

Sang-chul: Really?



Kyung-hwa: A second manager would be nice. I'm here every day, and it's
not good for my mental health. I need the time off.

Sang-chul: Wow. I don't even know what to say.

Kyung-hwa: You don't have to. The next order is ready. Go deliver it.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul is at school attending an economics lecture.)

Professor: That will be it for today. Don't forget to study for the upcoming
midterm. For every hour you spend here, you should spend at least two
hours reviewing.

(The students start packing up their belongings and leaving the lecture
hall. A student to the left of Sang-chul starts up a conversation.)

Classmate: Two hours? That's way too much! We all have lives, you know?
Sang-chul: Yeah, it's a lot.

Classmate: I get that we have to study to get a good grade and all, but
dude.

Sang-chul: And it's an economics class, which most people here are not
majoring in. What major are you?

Classmate: Engineering. You?
Sang-chul: Undecided, so I'm kind of just floating around for now.

Classmate: I see. Yeah, there's so much going on campus every single day.
Did you hear about the 48-hour film festival coming up this weekend?

Sang-chul: That's the one where each team has 48 hours to make a movie,
right? I did hear about that. Are you going?
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English Translation

(Sang-chul attends an evening cooking class located inside the student
center on campus.)

Instructor: The onions are the most important part of this recipe. They
have to be seasoned properly, or the curry will not have as much flavor.

Student #1: So, you add salt, pepper, garlic, and ginger when cooking the
onions?

Instructor: Yes, and now comes the secret ingredient.

Student #2: What's the secret ingredient?

Instructor: It wouldn't be a secret anymore if I told you.
Sang-chul: But how are we supposed to make this dish at home?

Instructor: The person who guesses the secret ingredient gets a prize!



Student #1: OK. Is it coconut?
Instructor: No.
Student #2: How about olive oil?
Instructor: Try again.
Sang-chul: Is it love?
Instructor: That's the secret ingredient in everything, so nope.
Student #1: Ice cream?
(The instructor coldly stares at Student #1.)
Sang-chul: I think he means to say that we all give up.

Instructor: Very well then. The correct answer is basil. And since no one
guessed right, it looks like I will be keeping the prize to enjoy all by myself.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul has met someone online through a dating app. After
chatting for a few days, they agree to meet in person for a date at a
local coffee shop.)

Sang-chul: Hi, are you Min-seo?

Min-seo: Yes. Hi.



Sang-chul: I'm Sang-chul. Nice to meet you.
Min-seo: Nice to meet you, too.
Sang-chul: You look a lot cuter in person.
Min-seo: Oh, thanks. You, too.
Sang-chul: So, uh, do you come to this coffee shop a lot?
Min-seo: Yeah, sometimes.
Sang-chul: When?
Min-seo: After school.
Sang-chul: Oh, that's cool. What is your major?
Min-seo: Computer science.
Sang-chul: How's that working out for you?
Min-seo: It's kind of fun, I guess.
Sang-chul: What got you into that?
Min-seo: Um, well, it pays pretty well.
Sang-chul: It does, doesn't it?
Min-seo: Yup.
Sang-chul: You got gotta love jobs that pay you good money.
Min-seo: Mmmhmm.
(The two sit in awkward silence for roughly 10 seconds.)

Min-seo: Oh. Uh, I just got a text from a friend. I think I should go meet
them.



Sang-chul: Oh, OK. Well, it was nice meeting you.

(Min-seo picks up her belongings and leaves the coffee shop. Sang-
chul immediately takes out his smartphone and starts to ponder what
went wrong.)
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English Translation

(Sang-chul has decided to start working out at the college gym on
campus. He is just about to start lifting weights when he decides to ask

for help.)



Sang-chul: Excuse me. Sorry to bother you.
Stranger: No problem. What can I do for you?

Sang-chul: I just started weight training today, and I was wondering, how
did you get so lean and shredded? It's really impressive.

Stranger: Oh, uh, thanks. It takes hard work and time just like anything
else.

Sang-chul: Let's say you had eight weeks to get into shape starting from
scratch. What would you do?

Stranger: Well, you're going to get pretty limited results if you work out
for only eight weeks. The fitness industry would have you believe that you
can get a professional model's physique in eight weeks if you just buy what
they are selling.

Sang-chul: I don't know. I've seen a lot of amazing before-and-after photos.

Stranger: That's another trick. They already had a lot of muscle on them
before they went on a diet to cut all the fat.

Sang-chul: Alright then. What kind of eight week program would you
recommend for a beginner?

Stranger: I'll tell you what. If you start with the basics and do heavy squats,
deadlifts, and bench presses, you'll see some very real strength and size
gains.

Sang-chul: OK. Can you show me which machines I use for those?

Stranger: These are barbell exercises. You'll get triple the gains if you train
with the barbell.

Sang-chul: I don't know. That seems pretty hard.

Stranger: It's supposed to be. That's exactly how you get big and strong.



Sang-chul: I'll keep that in mind. What would you do diet-wise?

Stranger: You're going to want to eat a small calorie surplus that's about
200-300 calories above what you normally eat. And not junk food but
nutritious food that's also high in protein.

Sang-chul: Do you mean I have to count calories?

Stranger: You don't have to necessarily. Start by cutting all junk food from
your diet and replacing it with lots of healthy foods.

Sang-chul: OK, I see. I really appreciate the help. I'll see what I can do.

(Overwhelmed by the information given to him by the stranger, Sang-
chul decides to go for a run on the treadmill instead.)
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English Translation
(Sang-chul and Jong-seok are hanging out at their favorite PC bang.)
Jong-seok: So, how did that date go this week with that girl?
Sang-chul: Terrible. It didn't last longer than three minutes.

Jong-seok: Ouch. Was it one of those dates where it was immediately
awkward?

Sang-chul: Pretty much. I'm thinking it's because of the way I look, but you
never know, right?

Jong-seok: At least you're putting yourself out there. You're bound to find
someone if you keep trying.

Sang-chul: What about you? I know you're low on money but...
Jong-seok: You just answered your own question.

Sang-chul: How's the job hunt coming along?

Jong-seok: Good. Hey, did you hear about the announcement today?

Sang-chul: No. What was it?



Jong-seok: They announced the new RPG today. It looks absolutely insane.
They even hired a few A-list celebrities to do the voice acting. The hype
surrounding this game is unreal. I pre-ordered it immediately after the press
event ended.

Sang-chul: The internet is always on fire over something. I still haven't
played the big game that came out this year. It's like, as soon I finish one
game, 10 more pop up that people are telling me to play. I just can't keep

up.
Jong-seok: I can.

Sang-chul: How?

Jong-seok: Easy. Don't have a life. Do that and suddenly you have all the
time in the world. Problem solved.



Pl
L%;
=

(0= T/} A5 F PN 2319 0/0F7|E LT QIrt)

o}k 2= 2ol BiE AH S ot HhE gfo| E[U|. L= HHE w7t £
Of., A[ZHe W] 7b31, & At2|H HEZ Zof| 7t

o8 ofS AL S E

-J

R HolofR?

B2} O|H| 2f 1548 =[O0

AE: J2{H 7] AN = S ot X|Z EHofl U= AHollR?
F}: 'FOHE Ofth= UXIT, 7|9 3= Ottth= AL
8 O™ =X 7|RAM = Ao

sk 8 IMK|. 22| of52 2™-A| £ =2E Aok =2 Ho{0F i A
el i &2 AL}, 20| AlZhs Bo| & BEHHE. U7t Lot= s¢t
o= or=9| ZL{Ql 22| HOop7F EA T F o

S8 o|H| =Xt Hof| AS = U= LIo|&?
o} 2. 22| Horete| & E[AX|. FAI0] HRFPHE. 0FS0| 22X

A oHUR.



of mXt 7tAIE B S0[1, W7t O] 7tAHIE =Xlot
. OtFEte 2H AZOAM Mot @AHE. B E2 &
10| OFL{OF.

AF: Aol o Lol B . It OtSE SOtE D A0t FotLt Xt
| U=X] LA Ao K.

7t. otF 52 & of= Eetet HHO|
Lt olF S & ot= Botel, Of=S TN =EHE 1149| Ot

Ct ZOllM & 225t



7t T XA O] = 0] et

20| 3t

Lt.

B)al

0

¢}

0ot

|StC

—

—

Ct. AFEO] 20| A| H=tol S 20T},

L
d

uin

2t.

rk>

O SAM S F=otX| &= AO|Ct.

English Translation

(Sang-chul is at work chatting with Kyung-hwa while folding pizza
boxes.)

Kyung-hwa: We have a lot of deliveries coming up tonight. It's going to be
a busy night. I like it when it's busy. It means that time flies, and we get
home before you know it.

Sang-chul: I heard you have a son. How old is he?
Kyung-hwa: He just turned 15 the other day.

Sang-chul: So, he stays home with his dad while you're here in the
evening?

Kyung-hwa: Honey, he has a father but not a dad.
Sang-chul: So, you raised him all by yourself?

Kyung-hwa: I did. Of course, my son doesn't see it that way. I had to go to
work almost every day to pay our bills, so we didn't get to spend too much
time together. My mom, his grandmother, is the one who looked after him
while T worked.

Sang-chul: But now he is old enough to stay home alone, right?



Kyung-hwa: Yes. It's good for my mom, who needed the break, but now
he's lonely, you know?

Sang-chul: That's rough.

Kyung-hwa: We compete with two other pizza delivery places and it takes
everything I have just to keep this place in business. If I take even a day off,
I get a call from the owner, and he's not one who calls for good news.

Sang-chul: Wow, that's a lot to deal with. If it makes you feel any better,
one day he will look back and realize how much his mom sacrificed for
him.

Kyung-hwa: Can that day be today, please?
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English Translation

(Sang-chul is out on a delivery. He arrives at the customer's apartment
and rings the doorbell with the order in hand. A middle-aged man
opens the door.)

Sang-chul: Hi there. I have a pineapple pizza for apartment 312.

Customer: That's me. Here's the money for the order. You can keep the
change.

Sang-chul: Thank you.
Customer: You look like you're a student in college.
Sang-chul: Yes, sir.

Customer: Best four years of my life right there. Live it up while you can
because those golden years will be gone before you know it.

Sang-chul: I will certainly try.
Customer: What's your major?
Sang-chul: I did chemistry for a bit, but now I'm not sure what I want to do.

Customer: Don't worry about that. You have your whole life to figure that
out. You're young. Just enjoy the college life. Parties, drinking, new friends,
and the women!

Sang-chul: I will! Oh, by the way, if you don't mind me asking, what did
you study?



Customer: History. Although it did me no good in the end. I couldn't find a
job after graduation, so now I'm a delivery driver too, actually.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul is at the library on campus, looking for an inspiring book.
He finds a book that he would like to read and goes to check it out.)

Sang-chul: Hi, I'd like to check out this book.
Librarian: OK. Do you have your student ID card?
Sang-chul: Yes. Here you go.
Librarian: All right. Let me just put this book under your name.
(A few moments of silence pass.)
Sang-chul: Hey, have you ever read anything by the author of this book?
Librarian: Can't say that I have. What kind of author is he?

Sang-chul: I've heard that he writes about the lives of people who have
made history. So many people have recommended his books to me because
of the practical wisdom they contain.

Librarian: Oh, that does sound good. I'm more of a fiction reader. I think
all great stories have some underlying wisdom in them. But what I like
about fiction is that it's up to the reader to find and interpret that life lesson
for themselves.

Sang-chul: For me, because of school, I've always associated reading
novels with boredom.

Librarian: So, that's why you read non-fiction?



Sang-chul: I don't really read much at all. This is the first book I've picked
up outside school.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul is lying on the couch in the living room of his apartment,
enjoying his new book, when his mom comes back from grocery

shopping.)
Mom: Hey, Sang-chul.
Sang-chul: Welcome back.
Mom: Thanks. The new grocery store here is so cheap. I love it!
Sang-chul: Oh yeah? What did you buy?

Mom: I got all our vegetables at half price. There's fresh radishes,
pumpkins, and cabbage. I also got fruits for pretty cheap. We have apples,
strawberries, and blueberries.



Sang-chul: Oh, really? What are we having for dinner tonight?

Mom: I was actually thinking about getting take-out tonight. How does
soup and sandwiches sound?

Sang-chul: I'd love some.

Mom: By the way, what class is that book for?

Sang-chul: It's not for class. I got it at the library.

Mom: Oh. Have you finished studying for the day?

Sang-chul: Mom, I don't even know what I want to study.

Mom: I thought you were doing chemistry.

Sang-chul: Nah. I dropped it. I changed my major to undecided for now.

Mom: Well, it's good that you're keeping your brain sharp. What do you
think about doing something else science-related?

Sang-chul: Chemistry was the science I liked best, but I'm not sure it's my
true passion anymore.

(Sang-chul buries his face into his book.)
Sang-chul: Mom, why does life have to be so hard?

Mom: There's a really good quote by Bruce Lee that I love. “Pray not for an
easy life. Pray for the strength to endure a difficult one.”
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English Translation

(Sang-chul and Jong-seok are having drinks in a local bar.)
Jong-seok: What do you mean there's no such thing as a genius?

Sang-chul: What we call genius is just someone who has figured out what
their natural talents are and has spent over 10 years perfecting them. People
see only the end result and none of the hard work, so it's just easy to call it
genius.

Jong-seok: But what about Mozart? Wasn't he a child prodigy?

Sang-chul: That's a great example. What people don't consider is that he
had shown a very high level of interest in music from a very early age. And
his father was a professional musician, composer, conductor, and teacher.
By the time Mozart turned three, he was receiving professional-level piano
lessons all day, every day from his dad. At night, his parents had to pry him
away from the piano just to get him to sleep.



Jong-seok: Hmm, I don't know. How can you believe that there's no such
thing as a genius? Where are you getting this argument from?

Sang-chul: From a book.
Jong-seok: You would believe something you read in a single book?

Sang-chul: Well, I've heard this argument elsewhere, too. As humans, we
don't want to come to terms with our personal failures and mistakes, so it's
easier to look at successful people and call them lucky, gifted, or genius.

Jong-seok: Um...are you saying people don't get lucky? What about
incredibly competitive fields like acting or YouTube?

Sang-chul: Luck is definitely a factor, no doubt. What I'm saying is that if
you want more luck, you gotta take more chances.

(While Sang-chul is talking, Jong-seok looks over Sang-chul's shoulder
and spots two attractive girls sitting at another table.)

Jong-seok: Speaking of taking more chances, I see some across the room
right now. Follow me.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul is at his local pharmacy to pick up some new medicine.)
Sang-chul: Hi, I'm here to pick up my prescription.
Pharmacist: OK. What's your name?
Sang-chul: Sang-chul Kang.
Pharmacist: And your date of birth?
Sang-chul: February 20, 2000.
Pharmacist: OK. Great. I'll be right back.

(The pharmacist goes to retrieve Sang-chul's prescription.)

Pharmacist: Alright. Do you have any questions about taking this
medication?

Sang-chul: Yes. I take it in the morning and evening, right?

Pharmacist: That's right.



Sang-chul: Do I take it with food or can I take it on an empty stomach?
Pharmacist: Either is fine.

Sang-chul: I see. How about if I take the medication at different times
during the day? My schedule changes all the time due to work and school.

Pharmacist: As long as each dose is taken sometime during the morning
and sometime during the evening, you'll be fine.

Sang-chul: OK, thank you. Wait! I forgot to ask one last thing. I swallow
the pill, right? Or is it chewable?

Pharmacist: You have to swallow it. You can't chew it. Other than that, can
I assist you with anything?

Sang-chul: Yes. Where's the water purifier? I need to take it as soon as
possible.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul is at home watching the local news on TV.)

Newscaster: Authorities say that the suspect 's whereabouts are still
unknown. What we do know is that the suspect is male, aged 18-35, and
approximately 180 centimeters tall. We go now to an interview with a
bystander who was a witness at the scene.

(The camera cuts to a news correspondent and a middle-aged woman.)
Reporter: Can you briefly summarize what you saw?

Witness: I was walking home from work when I noticed someone was
dancing wildly at the intersection just up ahead. As I got closer to the
intersection, I saw that they were wearing a large horse mask and had
stripped down to their underwear. I thought there must be something wrong
with my eyes, but no, that actually happened today.

Reporter: How long did this person continue?
Witness: From the time I noticed him, I would say about a full minute.
Reporter: What happened after that?

Witness: He took a quick bow and then ran down the street. No more than
30 seconds later, a few cop cars showed up with their sirens blazing loud.

(The camera cuts back to the news anchor in the studio.)

Newscaster: This marks the masked dancer's third appearance in the last
few months. As with every appearance, several breaking-and-entering



crimes have been reported near the masked man's show. Authorities suspect
a connection between the events.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul is attending a world history lecture on campus.)

Professor: Don't forget that midterms are coming up in two weeks. This
one test counts for 25 percent of your total grade. If you haven't started
preparing for the test, the best time would be now. That will be all for today.
Enjoy the rest of the afternoon.

(The students start packing up their belongings and heading for the
exit. Another student approaches Sang-chul.)

Student #1: Hi there. Would you be interested in doing a study group to
help prepare for the exam?

Sang-chul: Sure. How many do you have so far?
Student #1: Well, now that you're in, that makes two people.
Sang-chul: Oh, I see. Uh...

Student #1: Don't worry. All we have to do is grab a few more people
before they leave.



(Sang-chul nods. The two students split up to find more members to
add to their newly formed group.)

Sang-chul: Hello. Are you looking for a study group for the midterm?
Student #2: That actually sounds like a good idea. I'll join.
Sang-chul: OK|, great. Now we just need a time and place.

(Sang-chul and four other students stand in a circle to arrange the
meeting time and place.)

Student #1: I was thinking we could meet this Friday at 6 p.m. at the
library. Does that sound good with everybody?

(The students nod in agreement, exchange contact information and
split up shortly after.)
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English Translation

(Sang-chul finds himself ordering a salad for lunch at the food court

on campus.)
Employee: Hi. Welcome to Salad Express. What can I get you?
Sang-chul: Hello. I'd like to order a garden salad.
Employee: OK. Would you like spinach or lettuce?
Sang-chul: I'll take lettuce.
Employee: And which vegetables would you like on it?
Sang-chul: Celery, onion, green peppers, and cucumbers, please.

Employee: OK. And would you like any other toppings?

Sang-chul: Yeah. Let's go with cashews, raspberries, croutons, and tortilla

strips.
Employee: Done and done. And which dressing can I get you?

Sang-chul: I'll have the low-calorie Italian, please.

Employee: Alright. Would you like any snacks or drinks with your order?



Sang-chul: I'll take a bag of chips and a diet soda.That will be it for me.
Employee: OK. Will this be for here or to go?
Sang-chul: For here.

(Sang-chul notices a large gathering of more than 100 students
walking off together in the distance.)

Sang-chul: Hey, any idea what's going on with that crowd over there?

Employee: Oh, I'm not sure. My guess is that it has something to do with
the rally on campus today.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul and four other students from his history class have
gathered to share notes and prepare for the midterm.)

Student #1: So, we know that the test will be 20 multiple-choice questions
followed by an essay question.

Student #2: Right. And the essay question is 50 percent of the exam's
grade. Now, do we have any idea what the essay's question topic will be?

Student #1: No, but we might be able to guess. Any ideas?

Sang-chul: I wonder if it will be on the Roman Empire and Julius Caesar.
The professor really likes that topic.

Student #2: Maybe. I was thinking it's going be on Alexander the Great.
The professor spent a lot of lectures on the details of his life.

Student #3: What if we all studied real hard on Alexander the Great, and
then Genghis Khan turned out to be the essay topic?

Sang-chul: What if the question is on all three?
(The five students hum simultaneously in agreement.)

Student #1: That's gotta be it. The lectures focus on the influence of the
empire's leaders.



Student #4: I'm sorry to interrupt. Do you mean that the essay question will
be on empires or the leaders?

Sang-chul: That's a good question. Hard to say.
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English Translation

(The five students are currently on a break from reviewing. Sang-chul
takes this opportunity to learn more about the foreign student in the

group.)
Sang-chul: So, what's your name?
Lin: My name is Lin. Nice to meet you.
Sang-chul: Nice to meet you. Where are you from originally?
Lin: I'm from China, but I came to Korea to study business and economics.
Sang-chul: Oh yeah? How's that coming along?
Lin: Um, it's hard. I need to study more.

Sang-chul: Same here, but the more I study, the more lost I feel. It's hard
for all of us.

Lin: Hmm, maybe some traveling could help. Have you ever traveled
outside of your country?

Sang-chul: No.

Lin: I definitely recommend it. You learn so much about the world and
yourself, too. It might help you find out what you really want.

Sang-chul: I like the sound of that.



Lin: You could always come to China!

Sang-chul: Learning Chinese sounds a little too hard. I was thinking about
Europe, actually.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul has just finished his shift at work and is getting ready to go
home when he asks Kyung-hwa a question.)

Sang-chul: Hey, Kyung-hwa. Have you ever traveled abroad?
Kyung-hwa: Yeah, but it was a long time ago.

Sang-chul: Oh yeah? Where to?

Kyung-hwa: Sweden. I visited family there for a few months.
Sang-chul: Really? How was it?

Kyung-hwa: Very cold. Good god, it was cold! I had to wear a heavy coat
while everyone else was wearing just long-sleeved shirts. It was crazy!

Sang-chul: Did you have fun while you were freezing at least?



Kyung-hwa: I loved it there. I went hiking all the time in the mountains. It
was the most beautiful place I've ever seen.

Sang-chul: Wow. Why not live there longer, then?

Kyung-hwa: I grew up here in Korea. I've learned that this is my home. It's
where I belong.

Sang-chul: I'm not sure I feel the same. It's boring here. I've been thinking
about doing some traveling myself, actually.

Kyung-hwa: Oh? Where to?
Sang-chul: No idea. Maybe Europe.

Kyung-hwa: You definitely should. It will give a whole new perspective on
the world.

Sang-chul: Yeah. I wonder if I should do a study abroad program?

Kyung-hwa: I would. Do it before it's too late. Once you get married and
have kids, it's game over! Forget about having a life at that point.
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English Translation

(While taking a break from video games, Sang-chul and Jong-seok
decide to go out for ice cream and take a walk through the park.)

Sang-chul: Wow, the weather is perfect today.
Jong-seok: Yup, perfect for staying inside and gaming.

Sang-chul: I have a feeling you would say that no matter what the weather
is.

Jong-seok: But of course! Also, this ice cream is amazing. This strawberry
flavor is so good!

Sang-chul: Strawberry's not bad. But I always end up choosing vanilla or
chocolate. You can't go wrong with either.

Jong-seok: Which did you get just now?
Sang-chul: I went with vanilla this time.
Jong-seok: Ah. I wonder if they sell that ice cream in all three flavors.

Sang-chul: You mean chocolate, strawberry, and vanilla?



Jong-seok: Yeah! I forgot the name of it. Uh, was it Napoleon flavor?
Sang-chul: Neapolitan.

Jong-seok: Oh yeah. I thought it was Napoleon for a second.
Sang-chul: Now that would just be silly.

Jong-seok: When you conquer half of the world at any given point in time,
you tend to have a lot of things named after you, like the Napoleon
complex.

Sang-chul: That is true. But wait. That makes me wonder. Why can't I think
of anything named after Genghis Khan?
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English Translation

(Sang-chul and Jong-seok are chatting dfter finishing a gaming
session.)

Jong-seok: If you're going to go abroad, you have to go to Japan. It's a
must.

Sang-chul: I don't know. It seems like Japanese would be too easy.

Jong-seok: Exactly. Think about it. You get to enjoy all the latest games
and anime the day they come out in Japan. You'll be completely immersed.

Sang-chul: Anime and manga are cool, but I think I want to travel
somewhere far away and outside of Asia.

Jong-seok: Western languages are hard, man. What happens if the language
becomes too hard and you give up? It just seems like Japan is a guaranteed
win.

Sang-chul: Maybe. It's a possibility. But if Japan sounds so good, why don't
you go and study there?

Jong-seok: The only thing I want to study is how to beat this boss we keep
dying to.



Sang-chul: Don't you worry about your future?
Jong-seok: That's future me's problem.

Sang-chul: You think of new ways to procrastinate every day, I swear. It's
impressive, actually.

Jong-seok: I'm just that smart.
Sang-chul: What am I going to do with you?
Jong-seok: Help me beat this boss, of course.

(Sang-chul lets out a long sigh and shakes his head slowly. After a few
seconds of silence, he puts his hands back on the mouse and keyboard,
ready to play again.)
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English Translation

(Sang-chul's car has been acting strange lately. He has brought it to a
local mechanic to help diagnose and solve the problem.)

Mechanic: Hi there. What can I do for you today?

Sang-chul: Hello. My car has been acting up lately. When I stop at a traffic
light, the whole car starts vibrating. As soon as I start moving, however, the
vibrating stops. Other than that, the car has been running fine.

Mechanic: OK, I see. Let me take a quick look at it and give it a brief test
run. In the meantime, have a seat over there in the lounge area. I'll come
and get you when I'm ready.

Sang-chul: Alright. Thanks.

(While Sang-chul watches TV and makes himself a cup of coffee in the

lounge area, the mechanic opens the hood of the car and takes a closer

look at the problem. After around 30 minutes, the mechanic calls Sang-
chul to the front desk.)

Mechanic: So, I checked the basics. I found that your oil is good. Your
transmission is good. The tires are fine. The battery has no issues. There's
no leakage anywhere. So, it's most likely a spark plug issue.



Sang-chul: Oh, that's good news! I thought it was the transmission.

Mechanic: Nope. Not at all. Now, we can replace all the spark plugs and
cylinders for you today. Would you be OK with that?

Sang-chul: You need to replace the cylinders too? How much will that
cost?

Mechanic: Well, the upgrade for this older model would keep your car
running much longer. If we do the full tune-up, it will come to a total of
500,000 won.

Sang-chul: Oh my god! I'm not sure I can afford that. Can I make a phone
call real quick?
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English Translation
(Sang-chul is on the phone with his mom.)
Mom: Hello?

Sang-chul: Hi, Mom. I'm here at the car shop and was wondering if we
have enough money to cover the repairs.

Mom: How much is it?

Sang-chul: Uh, 500,000 won.

Mom: Oh lord. What is the issue? What are they replacing?
Sang-chul: They said it's the spark plugs and possibly the cylinders.

Mom: Honey, that does not cost 500,000 won to fix. We could change all of
that for less than 100,000 won.

Sang-chul: But they offered their tune-up service to make sure the car runs
better.

Mom: That's called taking advantage of people (The literal translation
would be “that's called being an opportunist”). Mechanics know most
people are not car-savvy, so they offer all kinds of expensive services to
drive up the price. It's all unnecessary stuff you don't need.

Sang-chul: Oh, OK. So, where should we get the car parts?

Mom: It's cheaper to order them online. Let's do that tonight.



Sang-chul: That works. And, uh, I'm not sure what to tell Jong-seok. He
wanted a ride to work tomorrow.

Mom: Jong-seok got a job?
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English Translation

(After fixing the car, Sang-chul and his mom relax by having some tea
and eating some snacks.)

Sang-chul: That actually wasn't too bad. I thought it would be much harder
than it was.

Mom: I told you so!

Sang-chul: Where did you learn all that stuff about cars? From Dad?



Mom: Absolutely not. I had to learn a lot on my own to survive as a single
mom. You have to cut costs whenever you can.

Sang-chul: I figured that because he was good with electronic repairs he
was also good with other kinds of machines.

Mom: He could have at least taught you some of that before he left.
Sang-chul: Yeah, well, he didn't. And that was a long time ago, right?
Mom: It's been about 10 years now.

Sang-chul: So, anywho, I think I've decided what I want to do college-
wise.

Mom: Oh, what's that?

Sang-chul: I want to try studying abroad.

Mom: Oh. Where?

Sang-chul: I haven't decided yet, but I'm thinking somewhere in Europe.
Mom: What made you decide to travel?

Sang-chul: I feel like I have to go out on my own and start some sort of
journey.

Mom: You could do that in this country, too. Just get a job at a good
company and work your way up.

(Sang-chul shuts his lips tightly and stares out the window as a long
pause of silence fills the room.)

Mom: If you want to go, you'll have to find a way to pay for it. With your
tuition fees, we're already strapped for cash as-is.

Sang-chul: Then I'll have to find a way.
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English Translation

(Sang-chul is at the pizza shop, negotiating a promotion to a
management position with Kyung-hwa.)

Kyung-hwa: Are you sure about this? Don't do it unless you're 100 percent
sure.

Sang-chul: I'm 100 percent sure. I have to come up with money somehow,
and this will also allow you to take time off.

Kyung-hwa: I'm worried about whether or not you can handle the new
level of stress that comes with being a manager. The responsibility of the
job plus your schoolwork will take a toll on you over time.

Sang-chul: You said you'd promote me in a heartbeat, didn't you?
Kyung-hwa: I didn't think you'd actually want the job.

Sang-chul: Neither did I until recently. I feel like my life isn't going in any
direction right now, so I need to change that by saving money to travel
abroad.



Kyung-hwa: You said that you'll leave a year from now to do that?
Sang-chul: That's right.

Kyung-hwa: Well, even if it's just a year, I'd rather have a temporary
manager than no manager at all. So, with that said, welcome aboard
Manager Sang-chul.

(Kyung-hwa gladly extends her hand and Sang-chul confidently puts
out his to meet hers. They shake hands.)

Kyung-hwa: Let me show you around the office.
Sang-chul: Sure thing.

(Hidden behind the massive stacks of paperwork, Sang-chul notices a
framed picture of a teenage boy, which is sitting on the desk.)

Kyung-hwa: I think the best place to start is what you'll be doing the most
as a manager here, which is supervising the staff. You tend to be pretty
good at handling people, but let me tell you, this is a whole other level!
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English Translation

(Sang-chul is at the counselor's office to find out more about the study-
abroad program.)

Counselor: Have you ever traveled outside the country?
Sang-chul: I have not, ma'am.

Counselor: OK. And what do you expect to gain by participating in our
program?

Sang-chul: I think studying abroad will help me find my place in the world.

Counselor: I think it absolutely can. Now, are you willing to study and
learn a foreign language?

Sang-chul: Of course.
Counselor: Do you have any experience learning a new language?
Sang-chul: Just English classes at school and hagwons.

Counselor: Very well. Do you have any questions for me about our
program?



Sang-chul: I'm curious. How did you end up as a counselor here?

Counselor: Oh! Well, I went on my own study abroad trip to Ireland during
college and loved every second of it. As a result, I wanted to help others
have that same experience at least once in their lives.

Sang-chul: Ah, that's cool. Can I ask another question?
Counselor: Sure. What is it?
Sang-chul: Did you ever get homesick while abroad?

Counselor: Of course! But it's nothing in comparison to having a life-
changing experience. There's a saying that sums it up quite nicely. In order
to truly gain anything meaningful, something must be sacrificed.
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English Translation

(To learn more about language learning, Sang-chul has been watching
videos on YouTube. One video in particular catches his attention. It's
an interview with a polyglot who is discussing how he came to learn

eight different languages.)

Interviewer: You're saying you didn't learn any of these languages through
school?

Polyglot: That's correct. English was the first one I learned. I took English
classes during grade school, but it felt like we were just memorizing lists of
vocabulary words and grammar rules. Those classes did nothing to help me
understand spoken English or speak like a native.

Interviewer: So, how did you go about learning those things?

Polyglot: In college, I had a lot of free time on my hands. I got bored with
watching TV and movies and playing video games after school, so I
decided to do something more challenging with my time. I figured that
going all out to learn English would be the best thing I could do. I spent all
my free time watching TV shows and movies in only English, with no
Korean subtitles.

Interviewer: Wow. How much of it could you understand at first?

Polyglot: Practically zero. It was very hard at first but also very exciting.
After a few days of watching, I started noticing certain words and phrases



were being repeated over and over. I wrote those down in my notebook and
I looked them up online after each show ended. I kept repeating this process
over and over. After a few months, I realized I could understand 90 percent
of the English in TV and movies. Shortly after, speaking came very
naturally. I was so amazed by the learning process that I went out and
applied the same technique to as many foreign languages as I could.



DID YOU ENJOY THE READ?

Thank you so much for taking the time to read our book! We hope that you
have enjoyed it and learned more about real Korean conversation in the
process!

If you would like to support our work, please consider writing an
Amazon review. It would mean the world to us!

We read each and every single review posted, and we use all the
feedback we receive to write even better books.

Click here to leave a review!
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