
Compile magazine pictures that spark story ideas. From time to time choose one of the
pictures and make up an oral story about it. If you have an audiocassette recorder, tape your
story and save it. Use it to write a story at another time.     
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Name 

Story Time

Writing a story

A story has characters, a setting (where and when the story takes place), and a plot (the events

that happen in a story). The main story character often faces a problem which is introduced at

the beginning of a story, developed in the middle, and solved at the end. 

Develop your own story about the picture. First, answer the questions.  

1. What or who is the story about?   __________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

2. Where and when does it take place? ______

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

3. How will the story begin? __________________

__________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

4. What happens in the middle? ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

5. How will the story end? __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Use your answers to write a story on another sheet of paper. Include a title. Be sure to tell
the events in the order they happen. Remember the rules for writing a paragraph. 
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Name Using quotation marks

Some stories may include dialogue, or the exact words of story 

characters. Dialogue lets readers know something about the 

characters, plot, setting, and problem or conflict in a story. Use 

quotation marks around a speaker’s exact words and commas 

to set off quotations. Remember to put periods, question marks, 

exclamation points, and commas inside the quotation marks. 

“Get away from my bowl!” yelled Little Miss Muffet when 
she saw the approaching spider.

“Please don’t get so excited,” replied the startled spider. “I 
just wanted a little taste. I’ve never tried curds and whey before.”

Use your imagination to complete the dialogue between the fairy tale or nursery rhyme
characters. Include quotation marks and commas where they belong and the correct
end punctuation. 

1. When Baby Bear saw the strange girl asleep in his bed, he asked his parents, ____

________________________________________________________________________________

His mother replied, ______________________________________________________________

2. Humpty Dumpty was sitting on the wall when he suddenly fell off. On the way down

he shouted, ____________________________________________________________________

Two of the king’s men approached. One whispered nervously to the other, ________

________________________________________________________________________________

3. When Jack realized he was about to fall down the hill with a pail of water, he

yelled, ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________cried Jill, 

as she went tumbling down the hill after Jack. 

4. The wolf knocked on the door of the third little pig’s house. When there was no

answer, the wolf bellowed, ______________________________________________________

Knowing that he and his brother were safe inside his sturdy brick house, the third

little pig replied, ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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Name 

Let’s Get Organized

Using an outline to
organize ideas

When you write a report or story, it helps to review your notes and organize them into an

outline to show the order in which you want to discuss them.  

Chester Greenwood   → subject of the report

I. Who was Chester Greenwood?   → main idea becomes topic sentence
A. born in 1858   → supporting details become supporting sentences 
B. grew up in Farmington, Maine
C. as a child had ear problems in winter

II. His first invention–earmuffs 
A. needed a way to protect ears from cold
B. 1873 at age 15 began testing his ideas    
C. idea for fur-covered earflaps worked   
D. people saw and also wanted earflaps
E. grandmother helped produce them

III. His later accomplishments
A. founded a telephone company
B. manufactured steam heaters
C. over 100 inventions  

Study the outline above. Then answer the questions.

1. What is the topic of the report? __________________________________________________

2. How many paragraphs will there be? ____________________________________________

3. What is main topic of the first paragraph? ________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

4. How many details tell about the second main idea? ______________________________

Use the form on the next page to develop an outline for preparing an interesting and
unusual dish that your family enjoys.  

Scholastic Success With Writing: Grade 4 © Scholastic Teaching Resources



45

Name 

How to Prepare ______________________________________________________

I. Background about the dish

A. ____________________________________________________________________________

B. ____________________________________________________________________________

C. ____________________________________________________________________________

D. ____________________________________________________________________________

E. ____________________________________________________________________________

II. Ingredients

A. ____________________________________________________________________________

B. ____________________________________________________________________________

C. ____________________________________________________________________________

D. ____________________________________________________________________________

E. ____________________________________________________________________________

III. Equipment

A. ____________________________________________________________________________

B. ____________________________________________________________________________

C. ____________________________________________________________________________

D. ____________________________________________________________________________

E. ____________________________________________________________________________

IV. Steps

A. ____________________________________________________________________________

B. ____________________________________________________________________________

C. ____________________________________________________________________________

D. ____________________________________________________________________________

E. ____________________________________________________________________________

Using an outline to
organize ideas

Share your outline with someone you know. 
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A news story reports just the facts about an event and answers the questions who, what, when, 

where, why, and how. The most important information is included at the beginning of the article 

in a paragraph called the lead. 
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Name 

Read All About It

Writing a news story

Grass Fires Burn Out of Control          
GREENSBURG—Grass fires, fueled by wind

gusts up to 50 miles per hour, spread into a

residential area early Tuesday morning. All

residents had to be evacuated. Within min-

utes over 25 homes were engulfed by flames

and destroyed. According to officials, no

injuries have been reported.

Planes and helicopters battling the blaze

had to be grounded because the heat of the

flames was so intense.

headline
WHERE did it happen?

WHY did it happen? 

WHEN did it happen? 

WHO was affected?

Use your imagination to write a news story on a piece of paper for one of the following
headlines or one of your own. 

Mystery of the Missing Dinosaur Solved Students Protest School Lunch Menu
City High Wins Championship First Female Elected President 

Write a news story using the information below. Remember to write about the facts and
events in the order they occurred. Follow the model lead above.

Who: Roseville Emergency Rescue Team
When: April 10, 2003; 5 A.M. 
Where: Slate Run River  
What: team and rescue vehicles sent; 

worked for three hours; rescued residents  
How: used helicopter and boats 
Why: residents along river stranded by flash flood after storm  

____________________________________

_______________________________ —____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
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