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CHAPTER ONE

What a Lifel

Have you ever read a ? Biographies
help us learn about the lives of real people. They
can be about famous people, such as sports stars,
artists, or world leaders. They can also be about
regular people. Everyone has a story to tell.

You can write a biography about someone

you know!




Here is what you will need to complete the
activities in this book:

e Blank notebook paper

e Pencil with an eraser

e A computer (optional)




CHAPTER TWO

Write About Anyonel

Whom do you want to write about? The subject of
your biography does not have to be famous. He or
she does not even have to be an adult. Think about
the people in your life. You might want to learn
more about a friend, coach, grandparent,
neighbor, or person at your school. Pick someone
of interest to you. You may be surprised by what
you learn about the people you see every day!
Begin by making a list of people you could
write about. Write down all of your ideas. You will



do research to learn more about one of these
people. Who has the story you would like to

write?

(=
Make a List
In this activity, you will make a list of possible
subjects for your biography.

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Make a list of possible subjects for your
biography.
2. Choose someone who is interesting to you.
You |
| heed +
Subjects for My Biography do reseqp ’
* Uncle John, a war hero Write q o
. ' 0
My neighbor Jack, the drummer in biogr'aphi "

his college band

. Grandma 50”}/, a QPGG’E Cook \

My friend Annabel, who lives in China




CHAPTER THREE

What Do You
Want to Know?

Once you decide who to write about, you can
decide what you want to learn about him or
her. You will need to do research to learn
about your subject. Sometimes you can do
research from a book or on the computer. For
this biography, you will do research to learn
about your subject with an interview.

Make a list of what you already know
about this person. Don't write down a fact
about someone unless you are completely
sure it is true. Then make a list of what you
would like to know. You can make a list of

questions from this second list.



Your first questions should

help you find out where and

when the person was born.

Next, write questions about
what it was like when she was
growing up. How was her life
different from yours? Write
questions about what she
liked to do. What kinds of
places did she like to visit?

If the person is older, you can move on to
questions about her life as an adult. What are
her greatest accomplishments? What are the
most important things about her life that she
wants others to know?

What can you find out that will be of special
interest to your readers? The purpose of your
interview is to find out what makes your

subject interesting.




Prepare to Interview
Your Subject

In this activity, you will prepare the questions for
your interview.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1.

2.

8.

Write the title "What I Know" at the top of the
page.

Below the title, write facts you already know
about your subject’s life.

On a second page, write the title "What I Want
to Know."

. Below the title, write what you want to learn

from the interview.

. On a third sheet of paper, write your ideas for

questions to ask your subject. Your notes about
what you want to learn can help you think of
questions.

. Leave space under each question to write down

the person's answers.




My friend, Annabel
What T Know:

0 years old

5 people in her family

Lived in the United States and Ching
LiKes to travel

Enjoys scuba diving and everything about the ocean

What I Want to Know:

What does Annabel fike most about living in Chinge
What does she miss the most about the United States?
Where dre her favorite places to travel?

What does she want 1o be when she grows up?

Questions:

Where and when were you born?

Can you tell me g ljttle about your family?

What do you miss about the United States?
What is your fayorite thing about living in Ching?
Where are some of your favorite places to trayel?

What do you want to be when you grow up?

Where do you want o live when you grow up?




CHAPTER FOUR

Questions and
Answers

Call or write the person to set up a time for your
interview. Make sure you set aside plenty of time
to ask your questions. You don't want to rush the
interview. It is a good idea to use a recorder
during the interview. That way you can check
your information when you are writing. Ask for
permission before recording the interview.

Look at the person while he is talking. Be a
good listener. Follow your list
of questions. Other questions
may come up during the
inferview. Keep good notes on
what was said.

Ask if youmay
record the interview.




Interview Your Subject

In this activity, you will interview the subject of
your biography.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Turn on the recorder if you are using one. Don't
forget to turn it off after the interview.

2. Ask the questions on your list. Give the speaker
time to answer each one.

3. Listen carefully. Take notes on what you want

to remember about each answer. Your notes do

not have to be full sentences, but they should be

clear so you can understand them later.

Look at the speaker as you ask your questions.

After the interview, thank the person for taking

time to talk with you.

oA

f: Ways use good |
Q. Where were you born? poj':ner's and pe
A Massachusetts, in the United States nt ITe dur-rng an
€rvije

Q. Tell me a little about your famjl

A !

* 5 people: mom, dad, younger brother and sister
"t grandpdrents and greqt grandpa (age 95)

Q. What do you miss about the United States?

A. The food! Strawberries from local farmg




CHAPTER FIVE

Organize Your
Information

T+ will be easier 10 write your

: e
biography if you organi
your nofes before you start.

Now you are ready to write a draft of your
biography. Choose which information you
want to use from your notes. You do not have

to use everything you learned. Think about



what adjectives you can use to describe this
person and her life. Write what is important or
interesting about your subject. What makes
her unique? Help the reader see the person as
you do.

Biographies are often written in

order. This means you write

events in the order they hoppened You should
also organize the information into ¢ ’
Categories are sections with information on
one topic. For example, your first category
might be the subject of growing up. Next, you
write about events in the person’s life. Finally,
you write about the person’s special
accomplishments.

Use quotations from your interview. When
you quote someone, you must write exactly
what he or she said. Using quotations will allow

your readers to hear your subject’s voice.




Create a Draft

In this activity, you will write a draft of your
biography.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Choose the information you want o use from
your research.

2. Write an opening statement to grab the reader’s

attention. For example, use an interesting

quotation from your subject.

Put the information in chronological order.

4. Divide the information into two or three
categories. Each category will form a paragraph
in the body of the biography.

5. Write a closing comment that includes a
summary of your subject's life.

6. Add any quotations to your report. Be sure to
use quotation marks.

2

Remember To put
quotation marks
around the person <




CHAPTER SIX

May I Present ... ?

If YOU'fj'e writing about a friend |
.‘rr'y Taklrlg your own photos to
Include in yoyr biography.

After you finish your draft, go over your work.
Make changes until everything is just right. Add
a title to your biography. Write your final copy
on a blank sheet of paper or type it using a
computer.

Biographies often contain pictures of the
subject. Find photographs or draw illustrations
to go with your writing.




Write the Final Copy

In this activity you will write the final copy of your
biography.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Write the final copy of your biography on a
blank sheet of paper or type it on a computer.

2. Add photographs or drawings of your subject so
your readers can see the person throughout his
or her life.

To get a copy of this activity, visit
www. cherry/akepub//'shing.com/acﬁviﬁes




Final Change

Check everything one more time.

Oves Ono
Oves Ono
Oves Ono
Oves Ono
Oves Ono
Oves Ono
Oves Ono

Oves Ono
Oves Ono

Do I have a title and opening that will
grab the reader’s attention?

Do I help the reader get to know the
biography's subject?

Do I use words that explain the
chronology of events?

Do I include details that help give the
reader a clearer picture of the person?

Is the information organized into
categories with headings?

Do I have an illustration or photograph
of the subject?

Do I include a quotation from the
person?

Do I include a summary in my ending?
Do I use correct grammar and spelling?




.Shore your biography with your subject and
with others. Let others learn about this unique life!

Adventurous Annabel

INTRODUCTION
Annabel Roth is qdventurous. Even though che is only 10 years old,
che has been to more places than many adults. She has had quite
a life!
Annabel was born in Massachusetts, America. Annabel was
the first child, grandchild, and niece in her family. When she
wds born, everyone wanted to meet her.

EAMILY AND HOME | IFE
Annabel has 5 people in her tamily including her mom and dad;
younger brother, Andrew; and little sister, Alexandria. She has 4
grandparents and a great-grandpa who is 95 years old. Annabel
lved in America until he was 7, and then she moved to Chind.
she speaks English at home and Mandarin at school. One of
Annabel’s first mermories of China Was when her family's couch
was delivered on the back of two bicycles. “There are bikes
everywhere in China,” she said. Annabel likes living in China but

misses America, too. She said, "1 really loved eating

strawberries from d local farm in America.”



FAVORITE ACTIVITIES
Annabel Joyes to travel with her family.
She has been +, I5 countries on 5
Continents, One of her fayorite trips
Was to Cambodig She loved watching the sUnrise on the
ancient temple named Angkor Wat She has held Pandas (n
China and ridder, elephants in Thailand. 1p Austrdlia she rescued
9 Wild Kookabyrrq bird, “You haye to be brave wher, You traye|
You never Know what amazing things wl happen. 1 try to bring

ANNABEL's FURTHER ADVENTURES
L think my friend Annabel has haq q very interesting fife gy
has Mmany exciting adventures ahead of her T plan to join her on
many of them




Glossary

accomplishments (uh-KAHMP-lish-muhnts) important things a person
has done in his or her life

adjectives (AD-jiktivz) words used to describe nouns

(aw-toh-bye-AH-gruhfee) a book in which the
author tells the story of his or her own life

biography (bye-AH-gruh-fee) a book telling the story of a person’s
life

(KAT-uh-gor-eez) similar ideas grouped together

chronological (krah-nuh-LAH-ji-kuhl) arranged in the order in which
events happened

draft (DRAFT) an early version of a written document

(IN-tur-vyoo) a meeting during which a person is asked
questions

paragraph (PARE-uh-graf) a group of sentences about a certain idea
or subject

(kwoh-TAY-shuhnz) sentences or short passages that are
written or spoken by one person and repeated by another

recorder (ri-KOR-dur) a device for recording sounds to play back later

research (REE-surch) a study or investigation into a particular subject




For More Information

BOOK
Fletcher, Ralph. How to Write Your Life Story. New York: Collins, 2007.

WEB SITE

Ralph Fletcher
www.ralphfletcher.com/tips.html

Get some great writing tips from a famous author!
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Writing is an important skill that you use almost every day. You use

it in school, with friends, at home—almost anywhere! Whether

you're working on a school report or journaling about your day,

the Language Arts Explorer Junior writing series has tips and tricks

that will start you on your way to becoming a writing expert!

Read all the Language Arts Explorer Junior writing litles:

How to Write an Ad

How to Write About Your Adventure

How to Write a Biography
How to Write a Book Report
How to Write a Business Letter
How to Write an E-mail

How to Write an Essay

How to Write a Fairy Tale

How to Write a How-To

How to Write an Interview
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How to Write a Journal

How to Write a Letter

How to Write a Mystery

How to Write a News Article
How to Write a Play

How to Write a Poem

How to White a Report

How to Write a Review

How to Whrite and Give a Speech
How to Write a Thank-You Letter
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