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CHAPTER ONE

Read All About Tt

Reading hewspapers is a
great way 10 learn what's
going on in the world.

We can learn new things by reading news
articles. News articles can tell us about events

in our school or town. They can also tell us




about events far away. Articles may be about
events that just happened. They might be
about events that are about to happen.

News articles give us details and facts that
we might not have known. People who write
the news are called reporters. Let’s give
reporting a fry!

You can write about
recent events,

\g_/




News articles must be current. They should be
of interest to many readers. “Jim took a spelling
test” isn't news. “Every third grader in the city
scored 100 on spelling tests for 10 weeks in a
row” is news. This would be of interest to many
people. That's what makes it news.

Reporters are good listeners. They come up
with ideas for articles by listening to what
people are saying. Are most of your friends
talking about the same thing? Chances are it
would make a good news story.




Choose Your Story

In this activity you will choose the topic for
your article.

HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL NEED:
Pencil
Paper

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Think about current events at your school or in
your town.

2. Think about topics all your friends are talking
about.

3. Make a list of ideas for your news article.

4. Choose one to write about.

T
w;je;a copy of this activity, visit
.C err'y/akepub//'sh/'ng.com/acﬁviﬁes

—

WHAT ARE PEOPLE TALKI
* School book fajr e

* Field trip to the 200
* This week's snowstorm
Spelling bee winners




Get the Facts

l
.;
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Talk to o’rher's to get
ideas for stories.

Reporters do research to get the facts for their
articles. They talk to people. They ask who,
what, where, when, why, and how questions.
They write down the answers to those questions.



Make sure your news articles contain facts.
Two people or groups might not agree about
the facts. Be sure to talk to both sides. That
way readers can make an informed choice
about the topic. Use at least two sources of
information to verify the facts you gather.

Gather Information

In this activity you will do research to get the
facts for your article.

HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL NEED:
Pencil
Paper

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Do research to find facts that answer these
questions: who, what, where, when, why, and how.

2. Talk to people who were involved in the event.
Write down exactly what they say.

3. Ask an adult fo help you find current information
online.

T
W;je;a copy of this activity, visit
.C erry/akepub//S'h/'ng.com/acr/'vir/'es

—




WHO? kids from my school including Sam, Emma,

| because of snow

WHAT? no schoo

WHEN? first Tuesday in February

WHERE? our city

WHY? 18 inches of snow kept everyone home

5 SPEND THE DAY?

How DID KID
nk hot chocolate.

Sam went sledding and dra
d books and played games.

e Emma red
. Taylor built a snowW fort a

Taylor

ad had a snowbal fight.




Building Your Article

L T
-

[ Plan your article carefully §
before you type it Up-

Next you need to think about how to organize
your article. News articles begin with a lead.
The lead is a sentence that gets your readers’
attention. Follow your lead with two or three




paragraphs about what happened. This is the
body of your article. Finally, write the
conclusion. This is how the story ends.

Here is how one well-known nursery rhyme
might work as a news article:

There was an old woman who lived in a
shoe. (the lead)

She had so many children, she didn't know
what to do. (the body)

She gave them some broth without any
bread, (the body)

Then kissed them
all gently and put
them to bed.
(the conclusion)




Organize Your Article

In this activity you will organize your article.

HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL NEED:
Pencil
Paper

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Organize your research into the different parts
of your news article. You'll have a lead, the body
paragraphs, and a conclusion.

2. Write a lead sentence to get your reader’s

attention.

List the facts that will go in each paragraph.

Plan your conclusion.

o

T
W:/ 53, a copy of this activity, visit
: erry/akepub//'shing.com/acﬁviﬁes




| EAD: Kids at Jefferson 5chool got @ big surprise on Tuesday.

FACTS FOR PARAGRAPH #l:

. \What happened?

. There were 18 inches of snow.
« 5chool Wads closed.

FACTS FOR PARAGRAPH #2:

. How did Kids spend the day?

. sam went sledding and drank hot chocolate.

. Emma wds sick. She stayed home and read books and
played games.

. Taylor built a snow fort and had d snowball fight with
friends.

CONCLUSION: More snow 5 expected later this week.




Here's the Story

Your goal as a reporter is to interest your
readers. You do this by writing in an engaging
way. A news article should be more than a list
of facts. Don't just tell what happened. Try to
tell the story using the words of people you

interviewed.

Whrite the News Article

In this activity you will write your article in an
engaging way.

HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL NEED:
* Pencil

* Paper
CONTINUED

T
w;je;a copy of this activity, visit
.C erry/akepub//'sh/'ng.com/acﬁviﬁes
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(WRITE THE NEWS ARTICLE CONTINUED)

INSTRUCTIONS

1.

2.

S}

Use the plan you created in the previous activity
as a guide.

Write a lead sentence to get your readers’
attention.

Write each paragraph. Use the facts in your

plan fo write at least three sentences for each
paragraph.

Make your writing engaging. Include exactly what
people said. Try to include fun facts.

. Write your conclusion.

The kids at Jefferson 5chool got a big surprise on Tuesday.
now. Tt covered cars, yards, and roads.

' fs
They woke up to I8 inches o
The mayor asked everyone to stay home and off the streets. All the

d.

e {\:ijse filer: Jetterson School spent their d'cly in dif?ere?J\tN quki t
second-grade student Sam Cook went sleddmg in the par!;_ ;W;ts
warm with Mom's hot chocolate,” said Sam. First-grader \.”mm d

had a cold. She had to stay inside. She spent the da?/l retlj(jh;g c::q
playing games With her sisters. “We had.q Io't of fu{:,'ltsal Wr:o rts.
Taylor Bloom is d third-grader. He and his friends built sno :

' oon.

i m;\iAi:stnao‘lehsjpjltzztet:;s week. Kids won't be upset about

that, “Snow days are qwesomel” declared Taylor.




CHAPTER FIVE

Making Headlines

A catchy headline will get readers’ attention.

A headline is the title of your news article. A
headline tells a story in just a few words. It
helps readers decide whether or not to read
your story.
You may want to add a picture to your
story. A picture can help draw in readers. A
usually appears under the picture.

Pictures help the
reader relive
the event.

N




A caption is one or two sentences that describe
what is happening in the picture. Include the
names of any people in the picture.

Add a Headline and Pictures

In this activity you will write a headline and illustrate
your article.

HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL NEED:
Pencil
Crayons or colored pencils
A photograph of the event

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Write a headline for your news article.

2. Choose a photograph of the event or draw a
picture to illustrate your topic.

3. Are there people in your photograph? If so, ask
their permission to be included.

4. Write a caption for your picture.

T
W:/jecza copy of this activity, visit
: er'r'y/akepub/ishing.com/acﬁviﬁes




KIDS TRADE scHooL FOR SLEDs

SOME KIDs WENT SLEDDING op THE SNOW DAY

The Kids at Jefferson School got g big surprise on Tuesday.
They woke up to Ig inches of snow, It Covered cars, yards, and rogds,
The mayor asked everyone to stay home and off the streets. All the
schools were cloged.

Kids from Jefferson School spent thejr day in different Ways.
Second-grade student Sam CooK went sledding in the park. “We Kept
twarm with Mom’s hot chocolate,” said Sam, First-grader Emma \Watts
\had a cold. she had to stay inside. She spent the day reading and
- playing games with her sisters. “We had d lot of fun,” said Emmg.
Taylor Bloom is g third-grader. He and his friends built snow forts,

- They had snowbul| fights all afternoon,
More snow s expected this week, Kids won't be upset about
- that. "Snow days are awesome!” declared Taylor.




CHAPTER SIX

Your Own Byline

Reporters put their names under the headline.
This is called a byline. Anyone reading the
story will know who wrote it.

Maybe someday you will be a news reporter
for a big newspaper. Then we will read stories

with your byline!

Share yo arti
. ticles wit+
your friends and fcztml'l'yrl




Clves ONo
Clves ONo

Clves ONo
Clves ONo

Clves ONo
Clves ONo

Clves ONo
Clves ONo

Did I Choose a
Newsworthy Topic?

Read your news article. Carefully check everything
one more time. Ask yourself these questions:

Did I answer the questions: who,
what, where, when, why, and how?
Did I begin my news article with a

lead?

Did T include facts in the body?
Did I end the article with a
conclusion?

Did I include a catchy headline?
Did I include an illustration with a

caption?

Did I use my byline?
Did I use correct spelling and

grammar?

T
w; ji:, a copy of this activity, visit
: er'r'y/akepub/ishing.com/acﬁviﬁes




Glossary

articles (AHR-i-kuhlz) pieces of writing published in newspapers,
magazines, or online

body (BAH-dee) the main text of an article

byline (BYEine) a line at the beginning of an article that gives the
author’s name

caption (KAP-shuhn) a short description that appears with an
illustration

conclusion (kuhn-KLOO-zhuhn) the end of something
current (KUR-uhnt) happening now
(en-GAY+ing) interesting or entertaining

headline (HED-line) the title of an article in a newspaper, magazine,

or Web site

illustrate (IL-uh-strayt) add or include pictures

lead (LEED) the first sentence of a news article

reporters (ri-POR-urz) people who gather and report the news
sources (SORS-ez) people who provide information

verify (VER-uh-fye) to confirm that a fact is true
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Writing is an important skill that you use almost every day. You use

it in school, with friends, at home—almost anywhere! Whether

you're working on a school report or journaling about your day,

the Language Arts Explorer Junior writing series has tips and tricks

that will start you on your way to becoming a writing expert!

Read all the Language Arts Explorer Junior writing titles:

How to Write an Ad

How to Write About Your Adventure
How to Write a Book Report

How to Write an E-mail

How to Write a Fairy Tale

How to Write a How-To

How to Write an Interview

CHERRY
LAKE

Publishing

How to Write a Journal

How to Write a Letter

How to Write a News Article
How to Write a Poem

How to Write a Report

How to Write a Review

How to Write and Give a Speech
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