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Sometimes actors weqr
colorfuyl Costumes.

Like a good book, a play tells a story. Instead
of reading the story, an audience watches live
actors perform on a stage. The words the actors
speak are written by a playwright. Plays are
written in a format called a script. A script
includes everything an actor needs to perform

a role.




Scripts include:
e Time and sel
and where the play takes place
e Plot: what happens in the p!qy |
e Characters: people acting in the quythe
e Stage directions: instructions to guide

: when

form
actors as they per
: words spoken by the actors

[ J
Misg Muffet ang the Spider
'd By Mother Goose
Do you have an idea SCENE ONE
It i tt ing day in th k. MISS

f a |CIY? WOUld yOU (It is g pretty SPring day in € par

or p MUFFET enters from stage right She ig

M hi-? carrying g lunch box. She Grosses to g, bark
|||(e 1'0 be a ploywrlg ’ bench, 8its, and looks around the Dbark.)
A” ou WI” need IS a MISS MUFFET: whay & beautiful day to pe
Y d outdoors! 1 think I wig; 8it on thig bark bench
. N and enjoy Iny nice lunch.
penC||, paper, d
. . (SPIDER, enters from Stage left. e slowly
YOU r imCIg Ination. CreEDps up behind the park bench ang hides.)

| MISS MUFFET. Oh, look! Mom packeqd a lunch
Let's get started!

(SPIDERjumps out from behind the bark
bench ang yells loudly.)

SPIDER; Want to share youp lunch
with me, Miss Muffeto

MIss MUFFET: op my! Oh my!



SCENE ONE

The Big Race
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Before you sit down to write a play, you need a
story to fell. In this book, we'll base our play on
a famous fable. The Tortoise and the Hare was
written by Aesop (EE-sop), a famous Greek
writer who lived thousands of years ago.

First, decide where and when the play will
take place. For example, the story of the



tortoise and the hare could take place on a
country road on a hot summer morning. You
could also set the play on a winter afternoon in
a city. How would the play be different? Think
about what you want to see on the stage. This
will help guide your choices.

Second, decide what will happen during the
play. In Aesop’s fable, a hare challenges a
tortoise to a race. Every play needs a conflict.
In this fable, the conflict is between the tortoise
and the hare. In the end, the tortoise wins the
race because the hare takes a nap and doesn't

wake up in time.



Choose the Time,
Setting, and Plot

In this activity, you will plan where and when the
play takes place. You will also plan the conflict.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Write the title "Planning Sheet” on the top of
your paper. You will be planning your play on
this paper.

2. Make a list of possible settings for the story in
your play. Include the place and time.

3. Plan the conflict that will occur in each setting.
In one sentence, describe what will happen in

the play.

PLANNING SHEET

@ry road; Time: summer morning;
Plot. hare challenges tortoise to g race ’
* Setling city street: Time winter afternoon;

Plot. tortoise challenges hare to a race |

Setting school yard: Tjme morning recess:
Plot. bully challenges another kid 1o g race

Togetaco

Www.cher'rylakepubl ishing.
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e activity, visit '
PY of this com/activities.
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SCENE TWO

Enter the Tortoise
and the are
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Have you ever noticed that

mfere;’ring characters make
a movie more exciting?
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Think of a movie you watched recently. It is
likely that some characters in the movie were
good and some were bad. For a play to work
well, you need both good and bad characters.
This creates the conflict. The characters need

to be interesting to the audience.




Picture the characters in your mind. Imagine
talking to them. How do they sound? What
are their names? For example, what would
you imagine a hare named Jack looks like?
What if his name were Sylvester? Does he
look different? Sound different?

Sometimes authors write a short biography
of each character before they start writing the
play. This is called a character sketch. This
gives the actor ideas about how to act out the

character on the stage.
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Develop the Characters

In this activity, you will write a character sketch
for each character.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Choose at least two characters for your play.
Make one character bad. Make one good.

2. Write a list of characters on your Planning
Sheet.

3. Write a character sketch for each character.
How do they look? How do they sound when

they speak?

y

"

Teddy Tortoise
*aplump, green tortoise
takes his time when he walks

likes to think q bit before he speaks
* s always Kind o others

$Peaks in a slow and carefyl manner

Jack Hare

* dglender brown hare
* Constantly moving

*likes to brag about his okl

can be quite rude to others '
*spedks in a quick and Jumpy manner \

S ds d runner




SCENE THREE

How to Get to
the Finish Line

Next, you will plot out your story. Plays are
divided into aicts. Each act tells you a little bit
more about the story. Acts are sometimes divided
into scenes. Within each scene, the main
character may go to different places or talk to
different people.

Think about the timeline and the conflict.
What do you want to happen? How and when
will it happen? Maybe the bad character wants
to outdo the good character. For example, the
hare wants to beat the tortoise in the race.

The first scene would set up the plot. The hare
challenges the tortoise. The tortoise accepts.
They agree on where to begin and end the race.

In the next scene, the hare is so sure he will win



that he takes a nap. The tortoise
keeps walking. Include action to
surprise the audience. All of the
scenes should build to the
final scene when the

conflict is solved.

Build the Action

In this activity, you will plot out your story and
begin to write your play.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. On your Planning Sheet, write a timeline for your
play. Write each action that will happen in order.

2. List which actions will happen in each act and
each scene.

3. On a clean sheet of paper, begin to write your
play by writing the settings for each scene.

4. Begin by writing "Act 1, Scene 1" and describing
the setting.




Timeline for Tortoise and Hare

Act |, Scene |: :

. A country road in d wooded drea on a sunny summer ddy
. Teddy Tortoise is enjoying his picnic lunch.

. Jack Hare challenges Teddy to a race. -

. Teddy accepts and begins t5 move toward the finish line.
« Jack taKes a nap.

Act 2, Scene 2.

. \Wooded area now hds d finish line banner across the stage
. Teddy is dlmost at the finish line.

. Jack wakes up, begins to race, and then sees Teddy.

. Teddy crosses the finish line.

To get a copy of this activity, visit
www.cherrylakepublishing.com/activities.

———

The Tortoise and The Hare
SCENE ONE

(It is a warm
summer day | _
games. HARE enters fro Y In the forest. Animg

ls are picnick;
m off Picnickin
then spies TORTOISE off stage. He

g and playin
looks aroung at all the an{malsﬁng
Iuncb near an old Country roqd
and jumps over 1o TORTOISE) |

qQuietly eating h;
HARE shows the audience g big sr?m'l:




SCENE FOUR

“I Can Beat YOU!"

The actors tell the audience the story of the

play with dialogue. It takes practice to write
good dialogue. The dialogue must sound
natural to the characters. Think about how the
character would react to the action and what
he would say. Use your character sketches to
help guide you.

Dialogue is written in a specific way. The
name of the speaking character is written first,
followed by a colon. The words the character
will speak come next. Finally, there are stage
directions written in parentheses. Here is an
example:

HARE:

want to race’?

TORTOIS
first, but

’ b
E. W\ ) .

1 dlways finish what T start.




In this activity, you will use your Planning Sheet to
write the script.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Use the script you began in the last activity
when you wrote the setting.

2. Write your story in the format of a play script.
Use your Planning Sheet to help you turn your
plot into dialogue and stage directions for your
characters.

3. Make sure to write in the specific way of a play
script—Character: dialogue, stage directions in
parentheses.

4. Write your dialogue so your audience can hear
how your characters sound when ¥}
they are talking.

5. When you begin a

new scene,

remember to

describe the setting

for that scene. Then

you can write the dialogue

and stage directions.




The Tortoise and The Hare
SCENE ONE

(It is a warm summer dg
games. HARE enters from stage left, He |
then spies TORTOISE Quietly eating his
HARE shows the audience a big gmjl

HARE: T am 0 fast. I can beqt danyone on t

y in the forest Animals are picnicKing and playing

00Ks around gt g the animals ang
lunch near an olg Country road.

€ and jumps over to TORTOISE)

his road. Tortoise, do YoU want to race?

(HARE is Jumping dround, speaking loud|

TORTOISE: I will rqce you, Hare. T am slow put steady. I might not be first, but 1
always finish what I start

¥ and in a bragging manner.)

HARE: I'm so sure T will win. 1 will |

et you go first. Let race down the road to the
big tree and back dgain.

TORTOISE: Thank you, Jack Hare,

y Kind. T think I can make it that fqr
Iwill start now sp 1 wil

I finish before the end of the day,

(TORTOISE PUts down hjs |
down the road. He wq

HARE: Ha-ha. The end of the day! T could run that race in q few

Tortoise is 5o slow that 1 think I'll eqt his lunch before 1 b

unch box and begins to walk
IKs away from HARE very slowly,)

minutes, Teddy
egin.

SE's lunch box, dumps it out, and eats the rest
ce of paper. He looks gt the audience gnq smil
€ of paper. As he Jumps around TORTOISE,
piece of Paper to TORTOISE s back)

te

lunch. He spies a pie
He writes on the piec
he tapes the

TORTOISE: 1 thought you wanted o race, Jack Hare, but yoy haven't

HARE: Oh, T have lots of time. In fact, I think T wi
walk(ng, and I will catch up

és.

even started yet,

Il take g little nap. You Keep
later,
(TORTOISE turns around, and we gee

a sign that reads “Sjoy ~Moving Vehicle”
taped to his back. HARE rolls on the floor

laughing,
TORTOISE exits the stage, and HARE curls up for g long nap )




SCENE FIVE

And the Winner Is....

The end of the play is the most exciting part. It
is called the climax of the play. The entire play
has been building up to this part. You can put
in a few twists and turns to make the audience
think one way. Then you can end the play with
a complete surprise. For example, a character
the audience thought was bad might turn out to
be good. You might want to try several different
endings until you find one that pleases you.

Thank you.
Thank you.
\|




In this activity, you will write the final scene of
your play.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Write the word "Climax" on your Planning Sheet.

2. Make a list of possible ways your story could end.

3. Continue adding to your script.

4. Write dialogue and stage directions to show how
the conflict in your story is resolved.

Climax

. Hare wakes up and begins to race.

finish line before Hare.

. Hare wakes up and doesn't see Tortoise cross the finish
line. He thinks the applause is for him.

s the finish line.

Tortoise Crosses the

Hare is still asleep when Tortoise Crosse




SCENE TWO

a5 walked all the way to the big tree

e of the stage. HARE is
ginish line banner
the line.)

w afternoon. TORTOISE h
back. We can s€€ him at the €dg

The other gnimdls have put up @
e waiting for TORTOISE to €ross
yes, T'm going to

circles around him!

(Itisno
and is on his Way
waking Up and yawning.

across the stage: They ar
ad. Let's seg, what was 1 doing? Oh,

HARE: What d good nap 1 h

beat that slow Teddy Tortoise in d ~ace. Guess L1l go run
and getting ready to run.

HARE is standing with

it see him)

a big show of stretching
very slowly.
h line, so he does
Il by the big tree. it he
| Ha-ha, that is pretty

and makes
ves to cross the stage
TORTOISE and the finis

ol He's probably st
e

(HARE stands Up

1 could beat that slowpok

HARE: I Knew
t going around the tre

got that tar! 1 bet he got los
tunny. Getting lost going aro

(TORTOISE continues to get closer and clo
HARE brags abou other animals are cheering for TORTOISE,

but HARE thinks the g for him. The closer TORTOISE gets
the louder they cheer. || thinks dll the applause s '

und a tree!
ser to the ginish line, while

t winning. The
y are cheerin

HARE sti
w T'm the best runner in the sorest! Well, here 1

Thank you. 1 kno
in a few minutes!

he race! See yov

es TORTOISE crossing
|s give a big cheer for

HARE: Thank you.
go to win t
the finish line.

TORTOISE)

ways be girst, but 1

(As he turns, he se
The other anima
T'mn steady. 1 might not dl

TORTOISE: 1 know I am slow, but
dlways finish what T start.

res while the other animoal

THE END

(HARE stands and std 5 cheer for TORTOISE)




Final Changs

Check everything one more time. Read your play aloud
to hear how it sounds.

Oves Ono
Oves ONo
Cves Ono
Oves ONo
Cves Ono
Oves ONo
Cves ONo
Oves ONo

Cves ONo

Do I begin with the time and setting?

Do I have a good plot?

Do I have interesting characters?

Do I have a conflict?

Do I have an ending with a strong climax?
Do I have different scenes?

Does the dialogue sound natural?

Do I have stage directions in
parentheses?

Do I use correct grammar and spelling?

After you've written your script, you can plan

ways to put on your play for others. Be the

director. Tell the actors how to act out your

script. Then just wait for the applausel!




Glossary

acts (AKTS) main divisions of a play

audience (AWD-ee-uhns) a group that watches or listens to a
performance

. (KAR-ik-turz) people in a made-up story or play
ch ter sketch (KAR-iktur SKECH) a brief description of a

character in a play

(KAHNlikt) a clash or disagreement that creates the action of
a story

dialogue (DI-uhlawg) words spoken by characters in a play
fable (FAY-buhl) a story that teaches a lesson
plot (PLAHT) the events of a play’s story
(SEENZ) divisions of a play act
ript (SKRIPT) written text of a play
(SET-ing) where and when a story takes place

timeline (TIME-line) the order of actions in a play




For More Information

BOOK
Shepard, Aaron. Folktales on Stage: Scripts for Reader’s Theater.
Olympia, WA: Shepard Publications, 2006.

WEB SITE

Plays Magazine—Scripts for Young Actors
www.playsmagazine.com

A good source for scripts for young readers.




Index

action, 13, 15 directors, 21 spelling, 21
actors, 4, 5, 10, 15, 21 fables, 6, 7 stage directions, 5, 15,
acts, 12, 13 16, 19, 21
Aesop, 6, 7 grammar, 21 story, 4, 6-7, 12, 13, 15,
audiences, 4, 9, 13, 15, 16, 19

16, 18 ideas, 5, 10

time, 5, 8, 21

characters, 5, 9-10, 11, parentheses, 15, 16, 21 timelines, 12, 13

12, 15, 16, 18, 21 Planning Sheet, 8, 11, 13,
character sketches, 10, 16, 19

11, 15 plot, 5,8, 12, 13, 16, 21
climax, 18, 19, 21
conflict, 7, 8,9, 12, 19, scenes, 12, 13, 16, 19,
21 21
scripts, 4, 5, 16, 21
dialogue, 5, 15, 16, 19, settings, 5, 6-7, 8, 13,
21 16, 21

About the Authors

Cecilia Minden, PhD, is the former Director of the Language and Literacy
Program at Harvard Graduate School of Education. She earned her Doctorate
from the University of Virginia. While at Harvard, Dr. Minden also taught several
writing courses. Her research focused on early literacy skills and developing
phonics curricula. Prior to becoming a professor, Dr. Minden was a professional
actress and high school drama teacher. She is now an educational consultant
and the author of more than 100 books for children. Dr. Minden lives with her

family in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.

Kate Roth has a doctorate from Harvard University in language and literacy and
a master’s from Columbia University Teachers College in curriculum and
teaching. Her work focuses on writing instruction in the primary grades. She has
taught first grade, kindergarten, and Reading Recovery. She has also instructed
hundreds of teachers from around the world in early literacy practices. She lives
in Shanghai, China, with her husband and three children, ages 3, 7, and 10.






Writing is an important skill that you use almost every day. You use

itin school, with friends, at home—almost anywhere! Whether

you're working on a school report or journaling about your day,

the Language Arts Explorer Junior writing series has tips and tricks

that will start you on your way to becoming a writing expert!

Read all the Language Arts Explorer Junior writing litles:

How to Write an Ad

How to Write About Your Adventure

How to Write a Biography
How to Write a Book Report
How to Write a Business Letter
How to Write an E-mail

How to Write an Essay

How to Wrrite a Fairy Tale

How to Write a How-To

How to Write an Interview

CHERRY
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How to Write a Journal

How to Write a Letter

How to Write a Mystery

How to Write a News Article
How to Write a Play

How to Write a Poem

How to Write a Report

How to Write a Review

How to Write and Give a Speech
How to Write a Thank-You Letter
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