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CHAPTER ONE

What Do You Think?

How do you decide
which products to buy?

Every day you make choices. How do you
decide? Maybe you talk to your family and
friends. You listen to their ideas.
Consumers buy products. Reviews are
written by people who have tried out the

product. Music, movies, books, and toys are a



few of the things people review. Reviews give
consumers the information they need to
decide which products to buy.

Your opinion counts! You can help others

by learning to write a good review.
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which books To read.
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In this activity you will choose a product that you
will review.

HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL NEED:
Pencil
Paper

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Make a list of products you use that you could
review.
2. Include products you use often and really like or
really dislike.
. Choose one to review.




*  Bright Teeth Toothpaste
*__Kenzie Backpack
* Pepper’s Frozen Pizzq

The Shadow Mystery by Erik David




CHAPTER TWO

What Is It?

When you review a product, you need to tell
readers all about it. First you need to give a
description of the product. What is its
purpose? What does the product look like?
What is the size and color? What is its shape?
How does it look and feel? What else do you
think a person reading your review might want




Describe the Product

In this activity you will write a few sentences to
describe the product you are reviewing.

HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL NEED:

Pencil
Paper

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Describe the purpose of the product. Why did
you buy it? What will you use it for?

2. Describe what the product looks like.
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II geedha really good backpack for school that will last qfl yedr

ougf t a Kenzie backpack. Tt s |4 inches high, 11 inches wid .
and 6 inches deep. It comes in red, blue, and gr"een TheS o
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CHAPTER THREE

Does It Work?

Think carefully
about all of the
product's features.

Take time to evaluate the product you are
reviewing. Try out all of the features. For
example, if you are reviewing a backpack,
decide if the zippers work well. You've tried

out the product. Now decide if it works the



way you think it should. Is there something
about the product that doesn’t work correctly?
What would you change about the product?
In your opinion, what is great about the
product? Is it something you will keep using?
Is the product worth the price you paid for it?

Did you get what you paid for?

Take careful notes as you
evaluate the product.
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Evaluate the Product

In this activity you will add a paragraph to your
review. It will explain your evaluation of the
product.

HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL NEED:
Pencil
Paper

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Write a paragraph to share your evaluation of
the product.
2. Answer these questions:
*  What are the best and worst features of the
product?
Does the product work the way you think it
should?
Is there anything about the product you would
change?
Is the price of the product a fair price?
3. Use details to support your ideas.




The Kenzje backpack is made of thick nylon fabric Tt looks
like it will last the whole school year. The padded shoulder
strdps dre comfortable even When the pack is full The
zippered pockets on the side are handy. They Keep small
things from getting lost in the bottom of the bag. This bag is




How Does It
Compare?

We can compare things we like to similar
products. That way we can decide which one
we like best. For example, you may like one
brand of chocolate ice cream more than
another. Reviews compare products that are
similar. They explain how one product is better
or worse than another and why. This can help
give consumers a good understanding of the
products. They can pick the one that has the

features they like best.



N4 IVITy

Compare the Product

In this activity you will add a paragraph to compare
the product to others that are similar.

HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL NEED:

Pencil
Paper
INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Write a paragraph to compare the product to

other products.

2. Answer these questions:
Have you used a product that is similar?

How is the product you are reviewing better
or worse than others you have used?
3. Use details to support your ideas.

T
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were padded, but the Kengje straps have more paddi .
are more comfortable e




CHAPTER FIVE

Do You Like It?

Be honesf ab
ProdUCT whe

out the
h you
eview,

End your review with your recommendations.
This means you tell others whether or not they
should buy the product. Try to be fair. Consider
all of the good and bad points you discovered.
If you didn't like the product, explain why you



did not like it. If you liked the product, point
out what makes it special.

A person reading your review might make a
decision based on what you say. Ask

yourself if you could make a decision based

on your review.

People might decide
what to buy based
on your review.




Recommendations

In this activity you will write the last paragraph
of your review. This is when you will make your
recommendations.

HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL NEED:
Pencil
Paper

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Write a paragraph to tell others if they should
buy this product or not. Answer these questions:
Should someone buy this product? Why or
why not?
What is the product good for?
Who will like the product?
2. Use details to support
your ideas.




I would recommend g Kenzie bg

g but in d larger size. The

price is a little higher. but jt has more color chojces The
heavy fabric, Comfortable straps, and zipper pockets make
this a great backpack. T won't haye to worry about g ripped

backpack this year!




CHAPTER SIX

Share Your Ideas

Now you can share your review with others.
Maybe they will buy a product based on your
review. What would you like to review next?
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Take a Final Look!

Ask yourself these questions as you reread your
review:

[1ves CJNo Did I choose a product that I know a
lot about?

[Jves CJNO Did I describe it with a lot of details?
[Jves CNo Did I evaluate the product fairly?

[Jves CINo Did I compare it to other products
that do similar things?

[1ves O No Did I make a final recommendation of
whether someone should buy it or not?

[Jves OONo Did I use correct grammar and
spelling?




Glossary

consumers (kuhn-SOO-murz) people who buy and use products

description (di-SKRIP-shuhn) words that create a picture in the mind
of a person who reads or hears them

(i-VALyoo-ate) to decide the value of something

features (FEE-churz) particular parts or qualities of a person, place, or
thing

opinion (uh-PIN-yuhn) a personal feeling or belief about someone or
something

products (PRAH-duhkis) things that are made and sold

recommendations (rek-uh-men-DAY-shuhnz) suggestions that a
person or product is good or worthwhile

reviews (ri-VYOOZ) pieces of writing that give the writer’s opinions
about books, movies, or products

similar (SIM-uh-ur) having many features in common
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Writing is an important skill that you use almost every day. You use

it in school, with friends, at home—almost anywhere! Whether

you're working on a school report or journaling about your day,

the Language Arts Explorer Junior writing series has fips and tricks

that will start you on your way to becoming a writing expert!

Read all the Language Arts Explorer Junior writing titles:

How to Write an Ad

How to Write About Your Adventure
How to Write a Book Report

How to Write an E-mail

How to Write a Fairy Tale

How to Write a How-To

How to Write an Interview
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How to Write a Journal

How to Write a Letter

How to Write a News Article
How to Write a Poem

How to Write a Report

How to Write a Review

How to Write and Give a Speech
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